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Big Picture.  Charter School brand on water tower.  Boylston Building.  Illinois Street 116-122W.  Chicago, Illinois.
photograph 2005 February 1.

Like many other properties in Chicago, the Boylston Building has transitioned from a private commercial taxpaying property to a property that is financed 
by taxes, throwing an increasing burden on residential property tax payers.  Other charter school corporations rent retired parochial school buildings from 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese, and apparently do so, without altering the tax exempt status of the land and its improvements.

In the not-too-distant future, if it hasn’t already happened, private but tax-financed for-profit K-12 school corporations will issue public stock to be traded on 
the New York Stock Exchange.  The interests of speculators, investors, and executives will then over-ride the interests of taxpayers as concerns of 
legislators and other government officials. The property tax that finances education will skyrocket; property values will inflate to justify inflated taxation; 
and an increasing number of Americans will lost their homes to mortgage foreclosure and tax delinquency.  The destruction of the American dream will be 
complete.  Smashed to smithereens.  Everyone will be slave to bankers and nobody can tell his boss to take his job and shove it.

It should be noted that educators evaluate themselves, as do all professionals who claim to have esoteric knowledge.   Though educators admit to some 
failures, they can and do declare themselves successful overall. Nonetheless, it takes only one day of running errands for an individual taxpayer to see 
that many products of the schools are ignorant, incompetent and rude, indicating that all schools fail miserably.  People who watch television and listen to 
the radio should figure out rapidly that any coherent speech and clarity of mind that they encounter while they’re out is to the credit of the news and 
entertainment media, and not to tax-financed or any other school teachers.  Subject area knowledge comes from a wide variety of electronic media and 
circulating library books, and not from schools.  There is virtually no reason for any mother to send her children to school unless she is under the false 
impression that the babysitting service is both free and good for the intellectual, moral, personality and physical development of her children.
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In 1785 (May) In 1785 (May) In 1785 (May) In 1785 (May) ---- two years after the treaty that two years after the treaty that two years after the treaty that two years after the treaty that 
ended the war with Great Britain ended the war with Great Britain ended the war with Great Britain ended the war with Great Britain ---- the the the the 
Continental Congress enacted a law for the Continental Congress enacted a law for the Continental Congress enacted a law for the Continental Congress enacted a law for the 
survey and sale of land in the territory north survey and sale of land in the territory north survey and sale of land in the territory north survey and sale of land in the territory north 
and west of the Ohio River.and west of the Ohio River.and west of the Ohio River.and west of the Ohio River.

The territory was vast.  It later became the The territory was vast.  It later became the The territory was vast.  It later became the The territory was vast.  It later became the 
states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and 
Wisconsin.Wisconsin.Wisconsin.Wisconsin.

The territory was a hot potato of sorts.    The The territory was a hot potato of sorts.    The The territory was a hot potato of sorts.    The The territory was a hot potato of sorts.    The 
territory cost more to govern and protect than territory cost more to govern and protect than territory cost more to govern and protect than territory cost more to govern and protect than 
it yielded in taxes and other income for it yielded in taxes and other income for it yielded in taxes and other income for it yielded in taxes and other income for 
government.government.government.government.

Spain handed it off to France in a private Spain handed it off to France in a private Spain handed it off to France in a private Spain handed it off to France in a private 
family transaction.  family transaction.  family transaction.  family transaction.  

France handed it off to Great Britain under France handed it off to Great Britain under France handed it off to Great Britain under France handed it off to Great Britain under 
cover of war.  cover of war.  cover of war.  cover of war.  

Great Britain handed it off to her American Great Britain handed it off to her American Great Britain handed it off to her American Great Britain handed it off to her American 
colonists under cover of a revolution.colonists under cover of a revolution.colonists under cover of a revolution.colonists under cover of a revolution.

The Northwest Territory then became a The Northwest Territory then became a The Northwest Territory then became a The Northwest Territory then became a 
liability for the new nation.liability for the new nation.liability for the new nation.liability for the new nation.
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At the end of the American Revolution, the At the end of the American Revolution, the At the end of the American Revolution, the At the end of the American Revolution, the 
Northwest Territory included  four categories Northwest Territory included  four categories Northwest Territory included  four categories Northwest Territory included  four categories 
of land:of land:of land:of land:

1.  Land that remained vacant after European 1.  Land that remained vacant after European 1.  Land that remained vacant after European 1.  Land that remained vacant after European 
monarchs acquired it by treaties with tribes of monarchs acquired it by treaties with tribes of monarchs acquired it by treaties with tribes of monarchs acquired it by treaties with tribes of 
Native Americans to whom the Europeans Native Americans to whom the Europeans Native Americans to whom the Europeans Native Americans to whom the Europeans 
attributed sovereignty.attributed sovereignty.attributed sovereignty.attributed sovereignty.

2.  Land that European monarchs granted to 2.  Land that European monarchs granted to 2.  Land that European monarchs granted to 2.  Land that European monarchs granted to 
their subjects whether or not theytheir subjects whether or not theytheir subjects whether or not theytheir subjects whether or not they’’’’d acquired it d acquired it d acquired it d acquired it 
by treaty from Native Americans.by treaty from Native Americans.by treaty from Native Americans.by treaty from Native Americans.

3.  Land that European colonists acquired 3.  Land that European colonists acquired 3.  Land that European colonists acquired 3.  Land that European colonists acquired 
from Native Americans in private transactions from Native Americans in private transactions from Native Americans in private transactions from Native Americans in private transactions 
such as purchase and marriage.such as purchase and marriage.such as purchase and marriage.such as purchase and marriage.

4.  Land over which Native Americans retained 4.  Land over which Native Americans retained 4.  Land over which Native Americans retained 4.  Land over which Native Americans retained 
sovereignty in their own opinion and/or in the sovereignty in their own opinion and/or in the sovereignty in their own opinion and/or in the sovereignty in their own opinion and/or in the 
opinion of Europeans.opinion of Europeans.opinion of Europeans.opinion of Europeans.
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American leaders thought it was wrong for American leaders thought it was wrong for American leaders thought it was wrong for American leaders thought it was wrong for 
civilians to purchase land from Indians.civilians to purchase land from Indians.civilians to purchase land from Indians.civilians to purchase land from Indians.

American leaders wanted to make money in American leaders wanted to make money in American leaders wanted to make money in American leaders wanted to make money in 
international trade, therefore, they international trade, therefore, they international trade, therefore, they international trade, therefore, they 
scrupulously abided by international law.scrupulously abided by international law.scrupulously abided by international law.scrupulously abided by international law.

They didnThey didnThey didnThey didn’’’’t confirm purchases of Indian land t confirm purchases of Indian land t confirm purchases of Indian land t confirm purchases of Indian land 
by civilian Angloby civilian Angloby civilian Angloby civilian Anglo----Americans, but they did offer Americans, but they did offer Americans, but they did offer Americans, but they did offer 
to confirm French royal grants and civilian to confirm French royal grants and civilian to confirm French royal grants and civilian to confirm French royal grants and civilian 
purchases in the Northwest Territory.purchases in the Northwest Territory.purchases in the Northwest Territory.purchases in the Northwest Territory.

With the 1785 (May) Land Act, the With the 1785 (May) Land Act, the With the 1785 (May) Land Act, the With the 1785 (May) Land Act, the 
Continental Congress granted itself power to Continental Congress granted itself power to Continental Congress granted itself power to Continental Congress granted itself power to 
survey and sell only the land that the survey and sell only the land that the survey and sell only the land that the survey and sell only the land that the 
Americans and the European monarchs had Americans and the European monarchs had Americans and the European monarchs had Americans and the European monarchs had 
acquired by treaty from Native Americans.acquired by treaty from Native Americans.acquired by treaty from Native Americans.acquired by treaty from Native Americans.

Their next step was to enter into treaties with Their next step was to enter into treaties with Their next step was to enter into treaties with Their next step was to enter into treaties with 
Native American tribes to acquire the Native American tribes to acquire the Native American tribes to acquire the Native American tribes to acquire the 
remainder of the territory.remainder of the territory.remainder of the territory.remainder of the territory.

The goal was to ensure that the titles of the The goal was to ensure that the titles of the The goal was to ensure that the titles of the The goal was to ensure that the titles of the 
Americans to their properties could hold up Americans to their properties could hold up Americans to their properties could hold up Americans to their properties could hold up 
against all assaults on them.against all assaults on them.against all assaults on them.against all assaults on them.
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Governments are almost identical to private Governments are almost identical to private Governments are almost identical to private Governments are almost identical to private 
corporations; and their constitutions have the corporations; and their constitutions have the corporations; and their constitutions have the corporations; and their constitutions have the 
same purpose as the bysame purpose as the bysame purpose as the bysame purpose as the by----laws of private laws of private laws of private laws of private 
corporations.corporations.corporations.corporations.

ByByByBy----laws tell corporation executives what they laws tell corporation executives what they laws tell corporation executives what they laws tell corporation executives what they 
can and cancan and cancan and cancan and can’’’’t do.  Constitutions tell t do.  Constitutions tell t do.  Constitutions tell t do.  Constitutions tell 
government officials what they can and cangovernment officials what they can and cangovernment officials what they can and cangovernment officials what they can and can’’’’t t t t 
do.do.do.do.

The constitution of a government founded on The constitution of a government founded on The constitution of a government founded on The constitution of a government founded on 
the democratic principles set forth in the US the democratic principles set forth in the US the democratic principles set forth in the US the democratic principles set forth in the US 
Declaration of Independence must put severe Declaration of Independence must put severe Declaration of Independence must put severe Declaration of Independence must put severe 
limits on what government officials can do.limits on what government officials can do.limits on what government officials can do.limits on what government officials can do.

US founders were an entirely private US founders were an entirely private US founders were an entirely private US founders were an entirely private 
corporation at the beginning, and without ever corporation at the beginning, and without ever corporation at the beginning, and without ever corporation at the beginning, and without ever 
obtaining the consent of the common people, obtaining the consent of the common people, obtaining the consent of the common people, obtaining the consent of the common people, 
they segued through three constitutions to they segued through three constitutions to they segued through three constitutions to they segued through three constitutions to 
create a government of dubious legitimacy and create a government of dubious legitimacy and create a government of dubious legitimacy and create a government of dubious legitimacy and 
a lot more powers than their own democratic a lot more powers than their own democratic a lot more powers than their own democratic a lot more powers than their own democratic 
principles allow.principles allow.principles allow.principles allow.

They had their reasons; and our job now is to They had their reasons; and our job now is to They had their reasons; and our job now is to They had their reasons; and our job now is to 
undo the damage to democracy that they felt undo the damage to democracy that they felt undo the damage to democracy that they felt undo the damage to democracy that they felt 
they had to do to acquire land from the they had to do to acquire land from the they had to do to acquire land from the they had to do to acquire land from the 
ruthless, grandiose and exploitive people who ruthless, grandiose and exploitive people who ruthless, grandiose and exploitive people who ruthless, grandiose and exploitive people who 
held royal grants to a large part of modern US held royal grants to a large part of modern US held royal grants to a large part of modern US held royal grants to a large part of modern US 
soil.soil.soil.soil.
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French, Spanish and English grantees would French, Spanish and English grantees would French, Spanish and English grantees would French, Spanish and English grantees would 
want some kind of quid pro quo before theywant some kind of quid pro quo before theywant some kind of quid pro quo before theywant some kind of quid pro quo before they’’’’d d d d 
agree to transfer their real estate holdings and agree to transfer their real estate holdings and agree to transfer their real estate holdings and agree to transfer their real estate holdings and 
loyalty to the government of the US founders, loyalty to the government of the US founders, loyalty to the government of the US founders, loyalty to the government of the US founders, 
either by purchases their monarchs agreed to either by purchases their monarchs agreed to either by purchases their monarchs agreed to either by purchases their monarchs agreed to 
or under cover of a war, if war was necessary to or under cover of a war, if war was necessary to or under cover of a war, if war was necessary to or under cover of a war, if war was necessary to 
explain to their tenants why theyexplain to their tenants why theyexplain to their tenants why theyexplain to their tenants why they’’’’d stop being d stop being d stop being d stop being 
Frenchmen, Spaniards, and Englishmen and Frenchmen, Spaniards, and Englishmen and Frenchmen, Spaniards, and Englishmen and Frenchmen, Spaniards, and Englishmen and 
start being Americans.start being Americans.start being Americans.start being Americans.

The quid pro quo appears to have been The quid pro quo appears to have been The quid pro quo appears to have been The quid pro quo appears to have been 
StatesStatesStatesStates’’’’ Rights.  If former colonies could Rights.  If former colonies could Rights.  If former colonies could Rights.  If former colonies could 
become sobecome sobecome sobecome so----called states and have sovereignty, called states and have sovereignty, called states and have sovereignty, called states and have sovereignty, 
then their foreign inhabitants could maintain then their foreign inhabitants could maintain then their foreign inhabitants could maintain then their foreign inhabitants could maintain 
their property and their autonomy by the simple their property and their autonomy by the simple their property and their autonomy by the simple their property and their autonomy by the simple 
expedient of an oath of loyalty to Tom expedient of an oath of loyalty to Tom expedient of an oath of loyalty to Tom expedient of an oath of loyalty to Tom 
Jefferson et al.Jefferson et al.Jefferson et al.Jefferson et al.

If the allegedly sovereign soIf the allegedly sovereign soIf the allegedly sovereign soIf the allegedly sovereign so----called states had called states had called states had called states had 
the power to incur debt and levy taxes, then the power to incur debt and levy taxes, then the power to incur debt and levy taxes, then the power to incur debt and levy taxes, then 
foreign grantees could divide and sell their foreign grantees could divide and sell their foreign grantees could divide and sell their foreign grantees could divide and sell their 
grants, cook up excuses to run up government grants, cook up excuses to run up government grants, cook up excuses to run up government grants, cook up excuses to run up government 
debts, and invest the proceeds of their sales in debts, and invest the proceeds of their sales in debts, and invest the proceeds of their sales in debts, and invest the proceeds of their sales in 
debt and live comfortably forever after.debt and live comfortably forever after.debt and live comfortably forever after.debt and live comfortably forever after.

NeverNeverNeverNever----mind, that no citizen of the democracy mind, that no citizen of the democracy mind, that no citizen of the democracy mind, that no citizen of the democracy 
had a real power to take his neighborhad a real power to take his neighborhad a real power to take his neighborhad a real power to take his neighbor’’’’s s s s 
property without his neighborproperty without his neighborproperty without his neighborproperty without his neighbor’’’’s consent; nor s consent; nor s consent; nor s consent; nor 
could any citizen run up debts by using his could any citizen run up debts by using his could any citizen run up debts by using his could any citizen run up debts by using his 
neighborneighborneighborneighbor’’’’s property for collateral.s property for collateral.s property for collateral.s property for collateral.

Citizens who had no right to do such things Citizens who had no right to do such things Citizens who had no right to do such things Citizens who had no right to do such things 
outside a polling booth had no right to grant outside a polling booth had no right to grant outside a polling booth had no right to grant outside a polling booth had no right to grant 
such powers to government officials in a polling such powers to government officials in a polling such powers to government officials in a polling such powers to government officials in a polling 
booth. booth. booth. booth. 
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US founders named their three consecutive US founders named their three consecutive US founders named their three consecutive US founders named their three consecutive 
constitutions:constitutions:constitutions:constitutions:

Articles of Association (1774);Articles of Association (1774);Articles of Association (1774);Articles of Association (1774);
Articles of Confederation (1781); andArticles of Confederation (1781); andArticles of Confederation (1781); andArticles of Confederation (1781); and
Constitution (1787).Constitution (1787).Constitution (1787).Constitution (1787).

The founders drafted the Articles of The founders drafted the Articles of The founders drafted the Articles of The founders drafted the Articles of 
Confederation in 1776, but didnConfederation in 1776, but didnConfederation in 1776, but didnConfederation in 1776, but didn’’’’t ratify it until t ratify it until t ratify it until t ratify it until 
1781.  Thus, they financed their war against 1781.  Thus, they financed their war against 1781.  Thus, they financed their war against 1781.  Thus, they financed their war against 
England under their 1774 byEngland under their 1774 byEngland under their 1774 byEngland under their 1774 by----laws.  The 1774 laws.  The 1774 laws.  The 1774 laws.  The 1774 
bybybyby----laws gave them no power to tax at the laws gave them no power to tax at the laws gave them no power to tax at the laws gave them no power to tax at the 
national level; and the rebel colonial national level; and the rebel colonial national level; and the rebel colonial national level; and the rebel colonial 
governments levied taxes in their alleged governments levied taxes in their alleged governments levied taxes in their alleged governments levied taxes in their alleged 
sovereign states.sovereign states.sovereign states.sovereign states.

The 1781 byThe 1781 byThe 1781 byThe 1781 by----laws included a provision that laws included a provision that laws included a provision that laws included a provision that 
gave the national (or confederate) government gave the national (or confederate) government gave the national (or confederate) government gave the national (or confederate) government 
a power to raise revenue by levying a tax on a power to raise revenue by levying a tax on a power to raise revenue by levying a tax on a power to raise revenue by levying a tax on 
landed property and improvements.landed property and improvements.landed property and improvements.landed property and improvements.

The national government didnThe national government didnThe national government didnThe national government didn’’’’t exert the t exert the t exert the t exert the 
power at any time between 1781 and 1789, power at any time between 1781 and 1789, power at any time between 1781 and 1789, power at any time between 1781 and 1789, 
when it began to act under the 1787 when it began to act under the 1787 when it began to act under the 1787 when it began to act under the 1787 
constitution.constitution.constitution.constitution.
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In 1794, when the national Congress did enact In 1794, when the national Congress did enact In 1794, when the national Congress did enact In 1794, when the national Congress did enact 
a law for the collection of a tax on real estate, a law for the collection of a tax on real estate, a law for the collection of a tax on real estate, a law for the collection of a tax on real estate, 
there was no provision to justify it in the 1787 there was no provision to justify it in the 1787 there was no provision to justify it in the 1787 there was no provision to justify it in the 1787 
Constitution .Constitution .Constitution .Constitution .

The power to tax landed property had fallen The power to tax landed property had fallen The power to tax landed property had fallen The power to tax landed property had fallen 
out of thin air into the 1781 byout of thin air into the 1781 byout of thin air into the 1781 byout of thin air into the 1781 by----laws without laws without laws without laws without 
any legal precedent or explanation.any legal precedent or explanation.any legal precedent or explanation.any legal precedent or explanation.

The power to tax landed property had fallen The power to tax landed property had fallen The power to tax landed property had fallen The power to tax landed property had fallen 
back into thin air with the writing and back into thin air with the writing and back into thin air with the writing and back into thin air with the writing and 
ratification of the 1787 byratification of the 1787 byratification of the 1787 byratification of the 1787 by----laws.laws.laws.laws.

Where there had been a provision in the 1781 Where there had been a provision in the 1781 Where there had been a provision in the 1781 Where there had been a provision in the 1781 
bybybyby----laws that granted the power to tax landed laws that granted the power to tax landed laws that granted the power to tax landed laws that granted the power to tax landed 
property in clear and unmistakable language, property in clear and unmistakable language, property in clear and unmistakable language, property in clear and unmistakable language, 
there was a provision in the 1787 bythere was a provision in the 1787 bythere was a provision in the 1787 bythere was a provision in the 1787 by----laws that laws that laws that laws that 
granted a power to levy a general tax without granted a power to levy a general tax without granted a power to levy a general tax without granted a power to levy a general tax without 
any mention of a property tax.any mention of a property tax.any mention of a property tax.any mention of a property tax.

Though US founders first interpreted the Though US founders first interpreted the Though US founders first interpreted the Though US founders first interpreted the 
vague provision to justify a tax on landed vague provision to justify a tax on landed vague provision to justify a tax on landed vague provision to justify a tax on landed 
property and acted on the power for two property and acted on the power for two property and acted on the power for two property and acted on the power for two 
generations, they also disappeared the power.generations, they also disappeared the power.generations, they also disappeared the power.generations, they also disappeared the power.

Then they interpreted the exact same Then they interpreted the exact same Then they interpreted the exact same Then they interpreted the exact same 
provision of the constitution to give them a provision of the constitution to give them a provision of the constitution to give them a provision of the constitution to give them a 
power to tax income, for which there was also power to tax income, for which there was also power to tax income, for which there was also power to tax income, for which there was also 
no legal precedent or justification.no legal precedent or justification.no legal precedent or justification.no legal precedent or justification.
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The 1794 US statute to implement a power The 1794 US statute to implement a power The 1794 US statute to implement a power The 1794 US statute to implement a power 
to tax real estate told the states to do all the to tax real estate told the states to do all the to tax real estate told the states to do all the to tax real estate told the states to do all the 
work and send the money to Philadelphia, which work and send the money to Philadelphia, which work and send the money to Philadelphia, which work and send the money to Philadelphia, which 
was the nationwas the nationwas the nationwas the nation’’’’s capitol at the time.s capitol at the time.s capitol at the time.s capitol at the time.

The states told the Congress that the The states told the Congress that the The states told the Congress that the The states told the Congress that the 
property tax law was the stupidest law theyproperty tax law was the stupidest law theyproperty tax law was the stupidest law theyproperty tax law was the stupidest law they’’’’d d d d 
ever seen.  It told them  that,  for the purpose of ever seen.  It told them  that,  for the purpose of ever seen.  It told them  that,  for the purpose of ever seen.  It told them  that,  for the purpose of 
taxation, they should value properties by the taxation, they should value properties by the taxation, they should value properties by the taxation, they should value properties by the 
number of windows.  Everyone knows that not number of windows.  Everyone knows that not number of windows.  Everyone knows that not number of windows.  Everyone knows that not 
all windows are the same; and not all buildings all windows are the same; and not all buildings all windows are the same; and not all buildings all windows are the same; and not all buildings 
of equal value have an equal number of of equal value have an equal number of of equal value have an equal number of of equal value have an equal number of 
windows; and to make the law even stupider, windows; and to make the law even stupider, windows; and to make the law even stupider, windows; and to make the law even stupider, 
some of the richest guys with the most land in some of the richest guys with the most land in some of the richest guys with the most land in some of the richest guys with the most land in 
the state didnthe state didnthe state didnthe state didn’’’’t build anything on it, so there t build anything on it, so there t build anything on it, so there t build anything on it, so there 
were no windows to value it by.were no windows to value it by.were no windows to value it by.were no windows to value it by.

Congress immediately sent the property tax Congress immediately sent the property tax Congress immediately sent the property tax Congress immediately sent the property tax 
law back to committee to be reviewed and law back to committee to be reviewed and law back to committee to be reviewed and law back to committee to be reviewed and 
revised. revised. revised. revised. The people who ran the states were The people who ran the states were The people who ran the states were The people who ran the states were 
the same people who sat on committees and the same people who sat on committees and the same people who sat on committees and the same people who sat on committees and 
enacted laws in Congress.  They knew in enacted laws in Congress.  They knew in enacted laws in Congress.  They knew in enacted laws in Congress.  They knew in 
advance what the fate of the law would be.advance what the fate of the law would be.advance what the fate of the law would be.advance what the fate of the law would be.

However, they had to give up fun and games However, they had to give up fun and games However, they had to give up fun and games However, they had to give up fun and games 
and get serious, because they needed the quid and get serious, because they needed the quid and get serious, because they needed the quid and get serious, because they needed the quid 
pro quo of the property tax to get Florida, pro quo of the property tax to get Florida, pro quo of the property tax to get Florida, pro quo of the property tax to get Florida, 
Alabama and Mississippi from Spain; Alabama and Mississippi from Spain; Alabama and Mississippi from Spain; Alabama and Mississippi from Spain; 
Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri from Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri from Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri from Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri from 
France; Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, France; Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, France; Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, France; Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, 
Nevada and California from the new and Nevada and California from the new and Nevada and California from the new and Nevada and California from the new and 
allegedly liberated Mexico; and Oregon and allegedly liberated Mexico; and Oregon and allegedly liberated Mexico; and Oregon and allegedly liberated Mexico; and Oregon and 
Washington from Great Britain soon after.Washington from Great Britain soon after.Washington from Great Britain soon after.Washington from Great Britain soon after.
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The US Congress reThe US Congress reThe US Congress reThe US Congress re----enacted their property enacted their property enacted their property enacted their property 
tax law and sent it to the states to act on.tax law and sent it to the states to act on.tax law and sent it to the states to act on.tax law and sent it to the states to act on.

This time, the states didnThis time, the states didnThis time, the states didnThis time, the states didn’’’’t try to wriggle out.t try to wriggle out.t try to wriggle out.t try to wriggle out.

US founders were setting up another quid pro US founders were setting up another quid pro US founders were setting up another quid pro US founders were setting up another quid pro 
quo, in a series of quid pro quos that look more quo, in a series of quid pro quos that look more quo, in a series of quid pro quos that look more quo, in a series of quid pro quos that look more 
like a shell game at a sleazy carnival booth or  on like a shell game at a sleazy carnival booth or  on like a shell game at a sleazy carnival booth or  on like a shell game at a sleazy carnival booth or  on 
the streets of an urban slum than they look like the streets of an urban slum than they look like the streets of an urban slum than they look like the streets of an urban slum than they look like 
anything resembling good government.anything resembling good government.anything resembling good government.anything resembling good government.

The selfThe selfThe selfThe self----same 1787 bysame 1787 bysame 1787 bysame 1787 by----laws that had the laws that had the laws that had the laws that had the 
provision for a general tax provision for a general tax provision for a general tax provision for a general tax ---- the word general the word general the word general the word general 
being too vague and nonbeing too vague and nonbeing too vague and nonbeing too vague and non----specific to enforce specific to enforce specific to enforce specific to enforce ----
had another provision that was admirably had another provision that was admirably had another provision that was admirably had another provision that was admirably 
precise in language.precise in language.precise in language.precise in language.

The precise provision told the Congressmen The precise provision told the Congressmen The precise provision told the Congressmen The precise provision told the Congressmen 
they could tax imports.they could tax imports.they could tax imports.they could tax imports.

The provision proves that US founders could The provision proves that US founders could The provision proves that US founders could The provision proves that US founders could 
be precise when they wanted to be precise, and be precise when they wanted to be precise, and be precise when they wanted to be precise, and be precise when they wanted to be precise, and 
they were up to no good when they were vague.they were up to no good when they were vague.they were up to no good when they were vague.they were up to no good when they were vague.
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While the national government acted under the While the national government acted under the While the national government acted under the While the national government acted under the 
authority of the 1774 and 1781 byauthority of the 1774 and 1781 byauthority of the 1774 and 1781 byauthority of the 1774 and 1781 by----laws, the laws, the laws, the laws, the 
states had acted on the theory that each state states had acted on the theory that each state states had acted on the theory that each state states had acted on the theory that each state 
could tax imports coming through its ports, could tax imports coming through its ports, could tax imports coming through its ports, could tax imports coming through its ports, 
because thatbecause thatbecause thatbecause that’’’’s what colonial governments had s what colonial governments had s what colonial governments had s what colonial governments had 
done under monarchy.done under monarchy.done under monarchy.done under monarchy.

Import taxes have an effect on foreign trade Import taxes have an effect on foreign trade Import taxes have an effect on foreign trade Import taxes have an effect on foreign trade 
which is a large part of the foreign affairs in which is a large part of the foreign affairs in which is a large part of the foreign affairs in which is a large part of the foreign affairs in 
which the whole nation, or all the states, have an which the whole nation, or all the states, have an which the whole nation, or all the states, have an which the whole nation, or all the states, have an 
interest.interest.interest.interest.

The states should cede their power to tax The states should cede their power to tax The states should cede their power to tax The states should cede their power to tax 
imports to the national congress; and in return imports to the national congress; and in return imports to the national congress; and in return imports to the national congress; and in return 
and at some time in future, the national and at some time in future, the national and at some time in future, the national and at some time in future, the national 
congress would cede its alleged power to tax congress would cede its alleged power to tax congress would cede its alleged power to tax congress would cede its alleged power to tax 
landed property to the states.landed property to the states.landed property to the states.landed property to the states.

The states had run up their own war debts; and The states had run up their own war debts; and The states had run up their own war debts; and The states had run up their own war debts; and 
they wanted to pay their debts with their they wanted to pay their debts with their they wanted to pay their debts with their they wanted to pay their debts with their 
revenue from their tax on imports at their ports.revenue from their tax on imports at their ports.revenue from their tax on imports at their ports.revenue from their tax on imports at their ports.

Great Britain had destroyed the ports as Great Britain had destroyed the ports as Great Britain had destroyed the ports as Great Britain had destroyed the ports as 
much as it could during the war; and by doing much as it could during the war; and by doing much as it could during the war; and by doing much as it could during the war; and by doing 
so, Britain facilitated aso, Britain facilitated aso, Britain facilitated aso, Britain facilitated a switcherooswitcherooswitcherooswitcheroo that would that would that would that would 
be profitable to foreign investors for many be profitable to foreign investors for many be profitable to foreign investors for many be profitable to foreign investors for many 
centuries in future.centuries in future.centuries in future.centuries in future.

While the national congress acted under the While the national congress acted under the While the national congress acted under the While the national congress acted under the 
authority of its 1781 byauthority of its 1781 byauthority of its 1781 byauthority of its 1781 by----laws, it assumed the laws, it assumed the laws, it assumed the laws, it assumed the 
war debts of the states.  war debts of the states.  war debts of the states.  war debts of the states.  

The states were then amenable to ceding their The states were then amenable to ceding their The states were then amenable to ceding their The states were then amenable to ceding their 
power to tax imports to the national or power to tax imports to the national or power to tax imports to the national or power to tax imports to the national or 
confederate government.confederate government.confederate government.confederate government.
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The 1787 US Constitution was the device The 1787 US Constitution was the device The 1787 US Constitution was the device The 1787 US Constitution was the device 
by which the states ceded their power to tax by which the states ceded their power to tax by which the states ceded their power to tax by which the states ceded their power to tax 
imports to their national/ federal government.imports to their national/ federal government.imports to their national/ federal government.imports to their national/ federal government.

Their national government couldnTheir national government couldnTheir national government couldnTheir national government couldn’’’’t immediately t immediately t immediately t immediately 
and openly reciprocate by granting the states a and openly reciprocate by granting the states a and openly reciprocate by granting the states a and openly reciprocate by granting the states a 
power to tax landed property that it didnpower to tax landed property that it didnpower to tax landed property that it didnpower to tax landed property that it didn’’’’t t t t 
really have itself.really have itself.really have itself.really have itself.

The US government got tough on the The US government got tough on the The US government got tough on the The US government got tough on the 
property tax at the end of the 1700s,; and the property tax at the end of the 1700s,; and the property tax at the end of the 1700s,; and the property tax at the end of the 1700s,; and the 
states obeyed congressional dictates in the states obeyed congressional dictates in the states obeyed congressional dictates in the states obeyed congressional dictates in the 
early decades of the 1800s.early decades of the 1800s.early decades of the 1800s.early decades of the 1800s.

In this way, the original states habituated their In this way, the original states habituated their In this way, the original states habituated their In this way, the original states habituated their 
inhabitants to pay a property tax to their inhabitants to pay a property tax to their inhabitants to pay a property tax to their inhabitants to pay a property tax to their 
states, though the revenue went to the nation.states, though the revenue went to the nation.states, though the revenue went to the nation.states, though the revenue went to the nation.

US leaders marketed the 1787 byUS leaders marketed the 1787 byUS leaders marketed the 1787 byUS leaders marketed the 1787 by----laws on laws on laws on laws on 
provisions that created three branches of provisions that created three branches of provisions that created three branches of provisions that created three branches of 
government and divided government powers government and divided government powers government and divided government powers government and divided government powers 
among them.among them.among them.among them.

The device was marketable in 1787,  because The device was marketable in 1787,  because The device was marketable in 1787,  because The device was marketable in 1787,  because 
the Continental Congress was all three the Continental Congress was all three the Continental Congress was all three the Continental Congress was all three 
branches of government rolled into one.branches of government rolled into one.branches of government rolled into one.branches of government rolled into one.

The congress enacted laws.  The congress The congress enacted laws.  The congress The congress enacted laws.  The congress The congress enacted laws.  The congress 
opened executive positions to implement the opened executive positions to implement the opened executive positions to implement the opened executive positions to implement the 
laws; and if a situation arose that needed the laws; and if a situation arose that needed the laws; and if a situation arose that needed the laws; and if a situation arose that needed the 
services of a court, the congress appointed an services of a court, the congress appointed an services of a court, the congress appointed an services of a court, the congress appointed an 
ad hoc committee to hear and rule on the case.ad hoc committee to hear and rule on the case.ad hoc committee to hear and rule on the case.ad hoc committee to hear and rule on the case.
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Unfortunately, the 1787 US Constitution Unfortunately, the 1787 US Constitution Unfortunately, the 1787 US Constitution Unfortunately, the 1787 US Constitution 
didndidndidndidn’’’’t really separate the powers of t really separate the powers of t really separate the powers of t really separate the powers of 
government.government.government.government.

For the purpose of evading prosecution under For the purpose of evading prosecution under For the purpose of evading prosecution under For the purpose of evading prosecution under 
an act to prevent government corruption an act to prevent government corruption an act to prevent government corruption an act to prevent government corruption ---- and and and and 
for other purposes for other purposes for other purposes for other purposes ---- government officials government officials government officials government officials 
shuttled between the three departments from shuttled between the three departments from shuttled between the three departments from shuttled between the three departments from 
time to time.time to time.time to time.time to time.

A congressman who couldnA congressman who couldnA congressman who couldnA congressman who couldn’’’’t profit from a law t profit from a law t profit from a law t profit from a law 
enacted while he sat in Congress could profit enacted while he sat in Congress could profit enacted while he sat in Congress could profit enacted while he sat in Congress could profit 
from it while he worked in the executive or from it while he worked in the executive or from it while he worked in the executive or from it while he worked in the executive or 
judicial branch.  And so on.judicial branch.  And so on.judicial branch.  And so on.judicial branch.  And so on.

By 1785, the Continental Congress was a By 1785, the Continental Congress was a By 1785, the Continental Congress was a By 1785, the Continental Congress was a 
lamelamelamelame----duck legislature.  duck legislature.  duck legislature.  duck legislature.  

A few members met infrequently to work on a A few members met infrequently to work on a A few members met infrequently to work on a A few members met infrequently to work on a 
few important statutes, while the majority of few important statutes, while the majority of few important statutes, while the majority of few important statutes, while the majority of 
members broke out into the Constitutional members broke out into the Constitutional members broke out into the Constitutional members broke out into the Constitutional 
Convention to work on their third set of byConvention to work on their third set of byConvention to work on their third set of byConvention to work on their third set of by----
laws that they named the Constitution.laws that they named the Constitution.laws that they named the Constitution.laws that they named the Constitution.
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In 1785 (May), the Continental Congress In 1785 (May), the Continental Congress In 1785 (May), the Continental Congress In 1785 (May), the Continental Congress 
enacted a statute to describe how the land in enacted a statute to describe how the land in enacted a statute to describe how the land in enacted a statute to describe how the land in 
the Northwest Territory would be divided and the Northwest Territory would be divided and the Northwest Territory would be divided and the Northwest Territory would be divided and 
sold, except that certain square mile sections of sold, except that certain square mile sections of sold, except that certain square mile sections of sold, except that certain square mile sections of 
land and land with mineral wealth would be land and land with mineral wealth would be land and land with mineral wealth would be land and land with mineral wealth would be 
reserved from sale.reserved from sale.reserved from sale.reserved from sale.

In 1787 (July), the Continental Congress In 1787 (July), the Continental Congress In 1787 (July), the Continental Congress In 1787 (July), the Continental Congress 
enacted a statute to describe how the people enacted a statute to describe how the people enacted a statute to describe how the people enacted a statute to describe how the people 
of the Northwest Territory would be of the Northwest Territory would be of the Northwest Territory would be of the Northwest Territory would be 
governed.governed.governed.governed.

In 1787 (September), the Constitutional In 1787 (September), the Constitutional In 1787 (September), the Constitutional In 1787 (September), the Constitutional 
Convention produced a final draft of the third Convention produced a final draft of the third Convention produced a final draft of the third Convention produced a final draft of the third 
set of byset of byset of byset of by----laws to describe how the people of laws to describe how the people of laws to describe how the people of laws to describe how the people of 
the whole United States would be governed.the whole United States would be governed.the whole United States would be governed.the whole United States would be governed.

The reservations of the 1785 Land Act were The reservations of the 1785 Land Act were The reservations of the 1785 Land Act were The reservations of the 1785 Land Act were 
an effective protection against taxation of any an effective protection against taxation of any an effective protection against taxation of any an effective protection against taxation of any 
kind, including a tax on landed property in the kind, including a tax on landed property in the kind, including a tax on landed property in the kind, including a tax on landed property in the 
Northwest Territory and any states that might Northwest Territory and any states that might Northwest Territory and any states that might Northwest Territory and any states that might 
be made from it.be made from it.be made from it.be made from it.

The 1787 Northwest Ordinance had no The 1787 Northwest Ordinance had no The 1787 Northwest Ordinance had no The 1787 Northwest Ordinance had no 
provisions for taxes of any kind.  Instead, it told provisions for taxes of any kind.  Instead, it told provisions for taxes of any kind.  Instead, it told provisions for taxes of any kind.  Instead, it told 
territorial officials they could adopt the laws of territorial officials they could adopt the laws of territorial officials they could adopt the laws of territorial officials they could adopt the laws of 
any one of the original states until they any one of the original states until they any one of the original states until they any one of the original states until they 
instituted a legislature.instituted a legislature.instituted a legislature.instituted a legislature.

The acts of the territorial legislature would be The acts of the territorial legislature would be The acts of the territorial legislature would be The acts of the territorial legislature would be 
bound by democratic principles.bound by democratic principles.bound by democratic principles.bound by democratic principles.
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Some original states had statutes regarding Some original states had statutes regarding Some original states had statutes regarding Some original states had statutes regarding 
real estate assessment that didnreal estate assessment that didnreal estate assessment that didnreal estate assessment that didn’’’’t necessarily t necessarily t necessarily t necessarily 
imply a Statesimply a Statesimply a Statesimply a States’’’’ Rights power to assess or tax Rights power to assess or tax Rights power to assess or tax Rights power to assess or tax 
real estate.real estate.real estate.real estate.

Territorial officials didnTerritorial officials didnTerritorial officials didnTerritorial officials didn’’’’t impose a tax on real t impose a tax on real t impose a tax on real t impose a tax on real 
estate.estate.estate.estate.

Territorial officials did rush states into Territorial officials did rush states into Territorial officials did rush states into Territorial officials did rush states into 
existence, in violation of provisions in the 1787 existence, in violation of provisions in the 1787 existence, in violation of provisions in the 1787 existence, in violation of provisions in the 1787 
Northwest Ordinance that established stiff Northwest Ordinance that established stiff Northwest Ordinance that established stiff Northwest Ordinance that established stiff 
qualifications for statehood.qualifications for statehood.qualifications for statehood.qualifications for statehood.

Congressional enabling acts for statehood and Congressional enabling acts for statehood and Congressional enabling acts for statehood and Congressional enabling acts for statehood and 
the grants of statehood that followed, told new the grants of statehood that followed, told new the grants of statehood that followed, told new the grants of statehood that followed, told new 
state governments that they couldnstate governments that they couldnstate governments that they couldnstate governments that they couldn’’’’t tax a t tax a t tax a t tax a 
piece of land in their state until five years after piece of land in their state until five years after piece of land in their state until five years after piece of land in their state until five years after 
the US Treasurer had sold it to whichever the US Treasurer had sold it to whichever the US Treasurer had sold it to whichever the US Treasurer had sold it to whichever 
purchaser bought it.purchaser bought it.purchaser bought it.purchaser bought it.

The provision implies that new states have a The provision implies that new states have a The provision implies that new states have a The provision implies that new states have a 
power to tax real estate, even though no power to tax real estate, even though no power to tax real estate, even though no power to tax real estate, even though no 
provision of law said they actually did.provision of law said they actually did.provision of law said they actually did.provision of law said they actually did.

In the meantime, the very existence of the 1787 In the meantime, the very existence of the 1787 In the meantime, the very existence of the 1787 In the meantime, the very existence of the 1787 
US Constitution established a precedent US Constitution established a precedent US Constitution established a precedent US Constitution established a precedent 
that only a new set of bythat only a new set of bythat only a new set of bythat only a new set of by----laws can transfer a laws can transfer a laws can transfer a laws can transfer a 
taxing power from state to nation and vice taxing power from state to nation and vice taxing power from state to nation and vice taxing power from state to nation and vice 
versa, and not a mere statute.versa, and not a mere statute.versa, and not a mere statute.versa, and not a mere statute.
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The backhanded provision for a property tax The backhanded provision for a property tax The backhanded provision for a property tax The backhanded provision for a property tax 
in new state grants suffered other deficiencies.in new state grants suffered other deficiencies.in new state grants suffered other deficiencies.in new state grants suffered other deficiencies.

It violated provisions of the 1785 Land Act It violated provisions of the 1785 Land Act It violated provisions of the 1785 Land Act It violated provisions of the 1785 Land Act 
and guarantees in the titles that purchasers and guarantees in the titles that purchasers and guarantees in the titles that purchasers and guarantees in the titles that purchasers 
received from the US Treasurer.    received from the US Treasurer.    received from the US Treasurer.    received from the US Treasurer.    

As always, and like most taxes, a tax on landed As always, and like most taxes, a tax on landed As always, and like most taxes, a tax on landed As always, and like most taxes, a tax on landed 
property also violates the fundamental property also violates the fundamental property also violates the fundamental property also violates the fundamental 
principles of democracy principles of democracy principles of democracy principles of democracy ---- if an individual person if an individual person if an individual person if an individual person 
cancancancan’’’’t do something, neither can government t do something, neither can government t do something, neither can government t do something, neither can government 
officials.officials.officials.officials.

The 1787 Constitution transferred the power The 1787 Constitution transferred the power The 1787 Constitution transferred the power The 1787 Constitution transferred the power 
to make treaties with Indian nations from states to make treaties with Indian nations from states to make treaties with Indian nations from states to make treaties with Indian nations from states 
to the nation/ confederation.to the nation/ confederation.to the nation/ confederation.to the nation/ confederation.

The 1787 Constitution did leave the power The 1787 Constitution did leave the power The 1787 Constitution did leave the power The 1787 Constitution did leave the power 
with original state governments to survey and with original state governments to survey and with original state governments to survey and with original state governments to survey and 
dispose of land within original state boundaries dispose of land within original state boundaries dispose of land within original state boundaries dispose of land within original state boundaries 
that Indians had already ceded.that Indians had already ceded.that Indians had already ceded.that Indians had already ceded.



19

Virginia claimed the whole Northwest Virginia claimed the whole Northwest Virginia claimed the whole Northwest Virginia claimed the whole Northwest 
Territory, while Connecticut and other states Territory, while Connecticut and other states Territory, while Connecticut and other states Territory, while Connecticut and other states 
claimed smaller areas of it.  claimed smaller areas of it.  claimed smaller areas of it.  claimed smaller areas of it.  

States minimized the conflict by ceding their States minimized the conflict by ceding their States minimized the conflict by ceding their States minimized the conflict by ceding their 
claims to the federal government.  claims to the federal government.  claims to the federal government.  claims to the federal government.  

Cessions of the Northwest Territory by Cessions of the Northwest Territory by Cessions of the Northwest Territory by Cessions of the Northwest Territory by 
original states were the preoriginal states were the preoriginal states were the preoriginal states were the pre----requisites for the requisites for the requisites for the requisites for the 
1785 Land Act and the 1787 Northwest 1785 Land Act and the 1787 Northwest 1785 Land Act and the 1787 Northwest 1785 Land Act and the 1787 Northwest 
Ordinance.Ordinance.Ordinance.Ordinance.

The cessions provided the federal government The cessions provided the federal government The cessions provided the federal government The cessions provided the federal government 
with a nonwith a nonwith a nonwith a non----tax source of revenue in an antitax source of revenue in an antitax source of revenue in an antitax source of revenue in an anti----tax tax tax tax 
environment.  The import tax was consistent environment.  The import tax was consistent environment.  The import tax was consistent environment.  The import tax was consistent 
with antiwith antiwith antiwith anti----tax policy because individual people tax policy because individual people tax policy because individual people tax policy because individual people 
can choose to buy or not buy imports.can choose to buy or not buy imports.can choose to buy or not buy imports.can choose to buy or not buy imports.

Virginia also claimed territory south and west of Virginia also claimed territory south and west of Virginia also claimed territory south and west of Virginia also claimed territory south and west of 
the Ohio River.the Ohio River.the Ohio River.the Ohio River.

Other states didnOther states didnOther states didnOther states didn’’’’t contest Virginiat contest Virginiat contest Virginiat contest Virginia’’’’s claim to s claim to s claim to s claim to 
the Southwest Territory.the Southwest Territory.the Southwest Territory.the Southwest Territory.

Virginia and Congress quickly divided the Virginia and Congress quickly divided the Virginia and Congress quickly divided the Virginia and Congress quickly divided the 
Southwest Territory and rushed West Southwest Territory and rushed West Southwest Territory and rushed West Southwest Territory and rushed West 
Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee  into Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee  into Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee  into Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee  into 
statehood.statehood.statehood.statehood.

Virginians who traveled through the Virginians who traveled through the Virginians who traveled through the Virginians who traveled through the 
Cumberland Gap whenever treaties with the Cumberland Gap whenever treaties with the Cumberland Gap whenever treaties with the Cumberland Gap whenever treaties with the 
Indians permitted Indians permitted Indians permitted Indians permitted ---- and sometimes when they and sometimes when they and sometimes when they and sometimes when they 
didndidndidndidn’’’’t t t t ---- populated the new southern states.populated the new southern states.populated the new southern states.populated the new southern states.
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The Library of Congress website includes 10 The Library of Congress website includes 10 The Library of Congress website includes 10 The Library of Congress website includes 10 
sets of American State Papers.  sets of American State Papers.  sets of American State Papers.  sets of American State Papers.  

The federal government accumulated the The federal government accumulated the The federal government accumulated the The federal government accumulated the 
documents during the first 50 years the documents during the first 50 years the documents during the first 50 years the documents during the first 50 years the 
Congress did business after it enacted the Congress did business after it enacted the Congress did business after it enacted the Congress did business after it enacted the 
1785 Land Act.1785 Land Act.1785 Land Act.1785 Land Act.

A set of eight volumes includes documents A set of eight volumes includes documents A set of eight volumes includes documents A set of eight volumes includes documents 
generated by the survey and disposition of generated by the survey and disposition of generated by the survey and disposition of generated by the survey and disposition of 
Public Lands in federal territories before and Public Lands in federal territories before and Public Lands in federal territories before and Public Lands in federal territories before and 
after the territories converted to states.after the territories converted to states.after the territories converted to states.after the territories converted to states.

The eight volumes of Public Lands documents The eight volumes of Public Lands documents The eight volumes of Public Lands documents The eight volumes of Public Lands documents 
include reports to Congress by the US include reports to Congress by the US include reports to Congress by the US include reports to Congress by the US 
Treasurer, surveyors, sales agents, and Treasurer, surveyors, sales agents, and Treasurer, surveyors, sales agents, and Treasurer, surveyors, sales agents, and 
congressional committees. congressional committees. congressional committees. congressional committees. 

The documents also include petitions and The documents also include petitions and The documents also include petitions and The documents also include petitions and 
memorials by a variety of entities, such as memorials by a variety of entities, such as memorials by a variety of entities, such as memorials by a variety of entities, such as 
squatters, purchasers, real estate speculators, squatters, purchasers, real estate speculators, squatters, purchasers, real estate speculators, squatters, purchasers, real estate speculators, 
and the governors and legislatures of territories and the governors and legislatures of territories and the governors and legislatures of territories and the governors and legislatures of territories 
and states.  and states.  and states.  and states.  

Library of Congress website
www.loc.gov
link - American Memory
www.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
link - Government and Law
link - browse collections
clear all checkboxes
link - US Congress - Documents - 1774-1875
www.memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lawhome.html
link - American State Papers
www.memory.loc.gov/ammem//amlaw/lwsp.html

Ten sets:
Foreign Relations
Indian Affairs
Finances
Commerce and Navigation
Military Affairs
Naval Affairs
Post Office Department
Public Lands
Claims
Miscellaneous
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Remarks by US presidents round out the Remarks by US presidents round out the Remarks by US presidents round out the Remarks by US presidents round out the 
documents.    President Andrew Jackson of documents.    President Andrew Jackson of documents.    President Andrew Jackson of documents.    President Andrew Jackson of 
Tennessee was particularly eloquent when he Tennessee was particularly eloquent when he Tennessee was particularly eloquent when he Tennessee was particularly eloquent when he 
explained why he would veto certain bills explained why he would veto certain bills explained why he would veto certain bills explained why he would veto certain bills 
regarding Public Lands.  regarding Public Lands.  regarding Public Lands.  regarding Public Lands.  

US History textbook writers tend to forget US History textbook writers tend to forget US History textbook writers tend to forget US History textbook writers tend to forget 
that Jackson and most leaders were lawyers.   that Jackson and most leaders were lawyers.   that Jackson and most leaders were lawyers.   that Jackson and most leaders were lawyers.   
Remarks by Jackson and by spokesmen for the Remarks by Jackson and by spokesmen for the Remarks by Jackson and by spokesmen for the Remarks by Jackson and by spokesmen for the 
first 50 years of congressional committees are a first 50 years of congressional committees are a first 50 years of congressional committees are a first 50 years of congressional committees are a 
good guide to the property rights of modern good guide to the property rights of modern good guide to the property rights of modern good guide to the property rights of modern 
people.people.people.people.

Modern government officials have violated Modern government officials have violated Modern government officials have violated Modern government officials have violated 
these rights far more than they have honored these rights far more than they have honored these rights far more than they have honored these rights far more than they have honored 
and defended them.and defended them.and defended them.and defended them.

The eight volumes of Public Lands documents The eight volumes of Public Lands documents The eight volumes of Public Lands documents The eight volumes of Public Lands documents 
start with Document 1 (1789 July 31) (a start with Document 1 (1789 July 31) (a start with Document 1 (1789 July 31) (a start with Document 1 (1789 July 31) (a 
congressional committee report) and end with congressional committee report) and end with congressional committee report) and end with congressional committee report) and end with 
Document 1595 (1837 February 28) (a report Document 1595 (1837 February 28) (a report Document 1595 (1837 February 28) (a report Document 1595 (1837 February 28) (a report 
by the US Treasurer).    by the US Treasurer).    by the US Treasurer).    by the US Treasurer).    

In his 1837 February 28 report, the Treasurer In his 1837 February 28 report, the Treasurer In his 1837 February 28 report, the Treasurer In his 1837 February 28 report, the Treasurer 
summarized the progress of surveys in Illinois summarized the progress of surveys in Illinois summarized the progress of surveys in Illinois summarized the progress of surveys in Illinois 
and Missouri.  and Missouri.  and Missouri.  and Missouri.  

US surveyors were finishing up in Illinois while US surveyors were finishing up in Illinois while US surveyors were finishing up in Illinois while US surveyors were finishing up in Illinois while 
they started up in Missouri; therefore, the they started up in Missouri; therefore, the they started up in Missouri; therefore, the they started up in Missouri; therefore, the 
treasurer cut overhead by consolidating the treasurer cut overhead by consolidating the treasurer cut overhead by consolidating the treasurer cut overhead by consolidating the 
federal real estate business of two states in federal real estate business of two states in federal real estate business of two states in federal real estate business of two states in 
one office.one office.one office.one office.

Selections from American State Papers/ Public Lands (formatted for printout on 8 1/2 x 11 paper):
www.timefordemocracy.com/congress/
~ 17890304 asp landi.ppt
~ 17890304 asp landii.ppt
~ 18151222 asp landiii.ppt
~ 18231201 asp landiv.ppt
~ 18271203 asp landv.ppt
~ 18281201 asp landvi.ppt
~ 18340411 asp landvii.ppt
~ 18351208 asp landviii.ppt
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Congressional committees rejected many Congressional committees rejected many Congressional committees rejected many Congressional committees rejected many 
petitions and followed through on many others.petitions and followed through on many others.petitions and followed through on many others.petitions and followed through on many others.

When a committee decided to follow through When a committee decided to follow through When a committee decided to follow through When a committee decided to follow through 
on a petition, it reported a bill to its house of on a petition, it reported a bill to its house of on a petition, it reported a bill to its house of on a petition, it reported a bill to its house of 
Congress.Congress.Congress.Congress.

Public Land documents include petitions and Public Land documents include petitions and Public Land documents include petitions and Public Land documents include petitions and 
memorials, but not the bills to which they led.memorials, but not the bills to which they led.memorials, but not the bills to which they led.memorials, but not the bills to which they led.

A separate set of volumes compiles the bills A separate set of volumes compiles the bills A separate set of volumes compiles the bills A separate set of volumes compiles the bills 
generated by each house during each session generated by each house during each session generated by each house during each session generated by each house during each session 
of Congress.of Congress.of Congress.of Congress.

Another set of volumes holds the  journals of Another set of volumes holds the  journals of Another set of volumes holds the  journals of Another set of volumes holds the  journals of 
the Senate and House of Representatives.the Senate and House of Representatives.the Senate and House of Representatives.the Senate and House of Representatives.

The journals include tables that trace the fate The journals include tables that trace the fate The journals include tables that trace the fate The journals include tables that trace the fate 
of bills.of bills.of bills.of bills.

A few remarks about the bills appear in the A few remarks about the bills appear in the A few remarks about the bills appear in the A few remarks about the bills appear in the 
daily entries of the journals.daily entries of the journals.daily entries of the journals.daily entries of the journals.
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Congress hired various secretarial services to Congress hired various secretarial services to Congress hired various secretarial services to Congress hired various secretarial services to 
record and publish its proceedings.    record and publish its proceedings.    record and publish its proceedings.    record and publish its proceedings.    

The volumes that contain the proceedings are The volumes that contain the proceedings are The volumes that contain the proceedings are The volumes that contain the proceedings are 
known as Registers, Debates and Annals of known as Registers, Debates and Annals of known as Registers, Debates and Annals of known as Registers, Debates and Annals of 
Congress.Congress.Congress.Congress.

Discussion about a particular bill can be as Discussion about a particular bill can be as Discussion about a particular bill can be as Discussion about a particular bill can be as 
short as one paragraph or as long as 100 pages short as one paragraph or as long as 100 pages short as one paragraph or as long as 100 pages short as one paragraph or as long as 100 pages 
or more.or more.or more.or more.

The discussions often include valuable insights The discussions often include valuable insights The discussions often include valuable insights The discussions often include valuable insights 
regarding the rights of the people and the regarding the rights of the people and the regarding the rights of the people and the regarding the rights of the people and the 
wrongs of their government.wrongs of their government.wrongs of their government.wrongs of their government.

Lawyers who sat in Congress and wished to Lawyers who sat in Congress and wished to Lawyers who sat in Congress and wished to Lawyers who sat in Congress and wished to 
commit rights instead of wrongs for the people commit rights instead of wrongs for the people commit rights instead of wrongs for the people commit rights instead of wrongs for the people 
were often unable to form a majority to defeat were often unable to form a majority to defeat were often unable to form a majority to defeat were often unable to form a majority to defeat 
corrupt enactments, but they could put the corrupt enactments, but they could put the corrupt enactments, but they could put the corrupt enactments, but they could put the 
means to undo the wrongs in the Registers, means to undo the wrongs in the Registers, means to undo the wrongs in the Registers, means to undo the wrongs in the Registers, 
Debates and Annals for future generations to Debates and Annals for future generations to Debates and Annals for future generations to Debates and Annals for future generations to 
read and act on.read and act on.read and act on.read and act on.

The debates might be the way whole The debates might be the way whole The debates might be the way whole The debates might be the way whole 
congresses apologized for doing what they had congresses apologized for doing what they had congresses apologized for doing what they had congresses apologized for doing what they had 
to do to get the territory they got.to do to get the territory they got.to do to get the territory they got.to do to get the territory they got.
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Yet another set of volumes provides the final Yet another set of volumes provides the final Yet another set of volumes provides the final Yet another set of volumes provides the final 
text of bills that were passed into law.text of bills that were passed into law.text of bills that were passed into law.text of bills that were passed into law.

The law books include the term The law books include the term The law books include the term The law books include the term ‘‘‘‘public statutepublic statutepublic statutepublic statute’’’’
in their title.in their title.in their title.in their title.

Nonetheless, some volumes of public statutes Nonetheless, some volumes of public statutes Nonetheless, some volumes of public statutes Nonetheless, some volumes of public statutes 
are devoted to are devoted to are devoted to are devoted to ‘‘‘‘private statutesprivate statutesprivate statutesprivate statutes’’’’....

Context clues indicate that public statutes Context clues indicate that public statutes Context clues indicate that public statutes Context clues indicate that public statutes 
about the Public Lands served the interests of about the Public Lands served the interests of about the Public Lands served the interests of about the Public Lands served the interests of 
a large group of purchasers, squatters and/or a large group of purchasers, squatters and/or a large group of purchasers, squatters and/or a large group of purchasers, squatters and/or 
speculators; while private statutes attempted to speculators; while private statutes attempted to speculators; while private statutes attempted to speculators; while private statutes attempted to 
resolve problems that affected an individual, resolve problems that affected an individual, resolve problems that affected an individual, resolve problems that affected an individual, 
small class of people, or municipality.small class of people, or municipality.small class of people, or municipality.small class of people, or municipality.

The many private statutes regarding the Public The many private statutes regarding the Public The many private statutes regarding the Public The many private statutes regarding the Public 
Lands that the US Congress enacted 1789Lands that the US Congress enacted 1789Lands that the US Congress enacted 1789Lands that the US Congress enacted 1789----
1837 are more like than unlike judicial orders 1837 are more like than unlike judicial orders 1837 are more like than unlike judicial orders 1837 are more like than unlike judicial orders 
and decisions.and decisions.and decisions.and decisions.

Land was very important to a majority of the Land was very important to a majority of the Land was very important to a majority of the Land was very important to a majority of the 
American people, as well as the members of American people, as well as the members of American people, as well as the members of American people, as well as the members of 
Congress.  Congress.  Congress.  Congress.  

Congressmen may have clung to their preCongressmen may have clung to their preCongressmen may have clung to their preCongressmen may have clung to their pre----
1787 judicial power for this reason rather than 1787 judicial power for this reason rather than 1787 judicial power for this reason rather than 1787 judicial power for this reason rather than 
relinquish it to the courts.relinquish it to the courts.relinquish it to the courts.relinquish it to the courts.
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American State Papers regarding Public American State Papers regarding Public American State Papers regarding Public American State Papers regarding Public 
Lands petered out around the same time that Lands petered out around the same time that Lands petered out around the same time that Lands petered out around the same time that 
US courts took over the job of interpreting US courts took over the job of interpreting US courts took over the job of interpreting US courts took over the job of interpreting 
public acts.public acts.public acts.public acts.

Public Lands documents provided US judges Public Lands documents provided US judges Public Lands documents provided US judges Public Lands documents provided US judges 
with clear statements of the intentions of US with clear statements of the intentions of US with clear statements of the intentions of US with clear statements of the intentions of US 
founders and their immediate successors for founders and their immediate successors for founders and their immediate successors for founders and their immediate successors for 
the disposition of the nationthe disposition of the nationthe disposition of the nationthe disposition of the nation’’’’s territory.s territory.s territory.s territory.

American State Papers are the most valid American State Papers are the most valid American State Papers are the most valid American State Papers are the most valid 
legal precedent possible to guide the decisions legal precedent possible to guide the decisions legal precedent possible to guide the decisions legal precedent possible to guide the decisions 
of judges and future legislators. of judges and future legislators. of judges and future legislators. of judges and future legislators. 

Nonetheless, subsequent generations of US Nonetheless, subsequent generations of US Nonetheless, subsequent generations of US Nonetheless, subsequent generations of US 
congressmen, US judges,  and officials of the congressmen, US judges,  and officials of the congressmen, US judges,  and officials of the congressmen, US judges,  and officials of the 
territories, states, counties and municipalities  territories, states, counties and municipalities  territories, states, counties and municipalities  territories, states, counties and municipalities  
blew off the precedents.blew off the precedents.blew off the precedents.blew off the precedents.
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The monarchists Jefferson wrote of in his The monarchists Jefferson wrote of in his The monarchists Jefferson wrote of in his The monarchists Jefferson wrote of in his 
1794 letter to 1794 letter to 1794 letter to 1794 letter to MazzeiMazzeiMazzeiMazzei eventually defeated the eventually defeated the eventually defeated the eventually defeated the 
democratic revolution by an intense campaign democratic revolution by an intense campaign democratic revolution by an intense campaign democratic revolution by an intense campaign 
against the antiagainst the antiagainst the antiagainst the anti----tax provisions and intentions of tax provisions and intentions of tax provisions and intentions of tax provisions and intentions of 
the 1785 Land Act. the 1785 Land Act. the 1785 Land Act. the 1785 Land Act. 

They instituted the taxation of homes and They instituted the taxation of homes and They instituted the taxation of homes and They instituted the taxation of homes and 
businesses to finance the construction of businesses to finance the construction of businesses to finance the construction of businesses to finance the construction of 
schools.  schools.  schools.  schools.  

They allowed the seizure of properties for They allowed the seizure of properties for They allowed the seizure of properties for They allowed the seizure of properties for 
nonnonnonnon----payment of taxes to support teachers payment of taxes to support teachers payment of taxes to support teachers payment of taxes to support teachers 
whowhowhowho’’’’d been paid privately before.d been paid privately before.d been paid privately before.d been paid privately before.

They allowed mortgage lenders and foreign They allowed mortgage lenders and foreign They allowed mortgage lenders and foreign They allowed mortgage lenders and foreign 
traders to put the national economy on a traders to put the national economy on a traders to put the national economy on a traders to put the national economy on a 
perpetual roller coaster ride, leading to mass perpetual roller coaster ride, leading to mass perpetual roller coaster ride, leading to mass perpetual roller coaster ride, leading to mass 
foreclosures and tax delinquent seizures.foreclosures and tax delinquent seizures.foreclosures and tax delinquent seizures.foreclosures and tax delinquent seizures.

As a result, Americans would never be fully As a result, Americans would never be fully As a result, Americans would never be fully As a result, Americans would never be fully 
independent and safe in their homes.independent and safe in their homes.independent and safe in their homes.independent and safe in their homes.
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While most Americans have had to think in While most Americans have had to think in While most Americans have had to think in While most Americans have had to think in 
increments of days, weeks, months and years to increments of days, weeks, months and years to increments of days, weeks, months and years to increments of days, weeks, months and years to 
secure food and keep a roof over their heads,  secure food and keep a roof over their heads,  secure food and keep a roof over their heads,  secure food and keep a roof over their heads,  
the history of the Public Lands reveals that a the history of the Public Lands reveals that a the history of the Public Lands reveals that a the history of the Public Lands reveals that a 
minority of Americans minority of Americans minority of Americans minority of Americans ---- and the foreigners for and the foreigners for and the foreigners for and the foreigners for 
whom they front whom they front whom they front whom they front ---- have always thought in have always thought in have always thought in have always thought in 
increments of centuries and millennia.increments of centuries and millennia.increments of centuries and millennia.increments of centuries and millennia.

Their intent is to create and maintain dynasties Their intent is to create and maintain dynasties Their intent is to create and maintain dynasties Their intent is to create and maintain dynasties 
at the top of the social ladder and peak of the at the top of the social ladder and peak of the at the top of the social ladder and peak of the at the top of the social ladder and peak of the 
pyramid of power.pyramid of power.pyramid of power.pyramid of power.

Government officials forced people to sacrifice Government officials forced people to sacrifice Government officials forced people to sacrifice Government officials forced people to sacrifice 
their homes and income to the God of their homes and income to the God of their homes and income to the God of their homes and income to the God of 
Education, but history kept repeating itself Education, but history kept repeating itself Education, but history kept repeating itself Education, but history kept repeating itself 
anyway.anyway.anyway.anyway.

Like every other empire thatLike every other empire thatLike every other empire thatLike every other empire that’’’’s gotten a writes gotten a writes gotten a writes gotten a write----
up in textbooks, leading Europeans colonized up in textbooks, leading Europeans colonized up in textbooks, leading Europeans colonized up in textbooks, leading Europeans colonized 
the Americas to get rich.  the Americas to get rich.  the Americas to get rich.  the Americas to get rich.  

They paid as little as possible for raw material.They paid as little as possible for raw material.They paid as little as possible for raw material.They paid as little as possible for raw material.

They shipped the raw materials to fabricators They shipped the raw materials to fabricators They shipped the raw materials to fabricators They shipped the raw materials to fabricators 
who tolerated the lowest possible wages.who tolerated the lowest possible wages.who tolerated the lowest possible wages.who tolerated the lowest possible wages.

Then they shipped finished products to Then they shipped finished products to Then they shipped finished products to Then they shipped finished products to 
consumers whoconsumers whoconsumers whoconsumers who’’’’d pay the highest possible retail d pay the highest possible retail d pay the highest possible retail d pay the highest possible retail 
price.price.price.price.
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Unfortunately, foreign trade has always been a Unfortunately, foreign trade has always been a Unfortunately, foreign trade has always been a Unfortunately, foreign trade has always been a 
risky business because risky business because risky business because risky business because ---- sooner or later sooner or later sooner or later sooner or later ----
producers will demand higher prices, fabricators producers will demand higher prices, fabricators producers will demand higher prices, fabricators producers will demand higher prices, fabricators 
will demand higher wages, and insurance rates will demand higher wages, and insurance rates will demand higher wages, and insurance rates will demand higher wages, and insurance rates 
on shipping will go up, while consumers demand on shipping will go up, while consumers demand on shipping will go up, while consumers demand on shipping will go up, while consumers demand 
lower prices.   lower prices.   lower prices.   lower prices.   

To make business worse, local government To make business worse, local government To make business worse, local government To make business worse, local government 
officials will inevitably get greedy and demand officials will inevitably get greedy and demand officials will inevitably get greedy and demand officials will inevitably get greedy and demand 
higher kickbacks for the continuing enslavement higher kickbacks for the continuing enslavement higher kickbacks for the continuing enslavement higher kickbacks for the continuing enslavement 
and exploitation of their people.*and exploitation of their people.*and exploitation of their people.*and exploitation of their people.*

Entrepreneurs tolerated the risks of foreign Entrepreneurs tolerated the risks of foreign Entrepreneurs tolerated the risks of foreign Entrepreneurs tolerated the risks of foreign 
trade only because they expected that when trade only because they expected that when trade only because they expected that when trade only because they expected that when 
their ships came in they would be able to invest their ships came in they would be able to invest their ships came in they would be able to invest their ships came in they would be able to invest 
their profits in government debt.their profits in government debt.their profits in government debt.their profits in government debt.

The wealth of their dynasties depended on The wealth of their dynasties depended on The wealth of their dynasties depended on The wealth of their dynasties depended on 
erecting strong governments that exploit and erecting strong governments that exploit and erecting strong governments that exploit and erecting strong governments that exploit and 
act out immense contempt for the common act out immense contempt for the common act out immense contempt for the common act out immense contempt for the common 
people.people.people.people.

Government officials promoted and protected Government officials promoted and protected Government officials promoted and protected Government officials promoted and protected 
foreign trade only because it provided the foreign trade only because it provided the foreign trade only because it provided the foreign trade only because it provided the 
capital they could tax to support themselves capital they could tax to support themselves capital they could tax to support themselves capital they could tax to support themselves 
and the great families that clipped coupons for and the great families that clipped coupons for and the great families that clipped coupons for and the great families that clipped coupons for 
a living.  The lesser families took the risks.a living.  The lesser families took the risks.a living.  The lesser families took the risks.a living.  The lesser families took the risks.

* It’s quite likely that the massacre of student demonstrators in China’s Tienamen Square was more staged than real.  When Chinese officials cracked 
down on its alleged democratic revolutionaries, Chinese officials told entrepreneurs all over the world that China was safe for foreign investors because 
Chinese government officials had the Chinese people under control.  Chinese university students would go into research, managerial and administrative 
positions and had as much to gain from foreign investment as government officials.
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At the time of the 1785 Land Act, most At the time of the 1785 Land Act, most At the time of the 1785 Land Act, most At the time of the 1785 Land Act, most 
common people had been trapped in the common people had been trapped in the common people had been trapped in the common people had been trapped in the 
tentacles of foreign trade by adaptations and tentacles of foreign trade by adaptations and tentacles of foreign trade by adaptations and tentacles of foreign trade by adaptations and 
habituation that they developed and endured habituation that they developed and endured habituation that they developed and endured habituation that they developed and endured 
for thousands of years. for thousands of years. for thousands of years. for thousands of years. 

Entire economies and most jobs were Entire economies and most jobs were Entire economies and most jobs were Entire economies and most jobs were 
dependent on foreign trade.dependent on foreign trade.dependent on foreign trade.dependent on foreign trade.

The provisions of the 1785 Land Act that The provisions of the 1785 Land Act that The provisions of the 1785 Land Act that The provisions of the 1785 Land Act that 
reserved land for leasing rather than sale to reserved land for leasing rather than sale to reserved land for leasing rather than sale to reserved land for leasing rather than sale to 
support government perpetually without support government perpetually without support government perpetually without support government perpetually without 
taxation had the potential to liberate people, taxation had the potential to liberate people, taxation had the potential to liberate people, taxation had the potential to liberate people, 
change lives, and open a new chapter of history.change lives, and open a new chapter of history.change lives, and open a new chapter of history.change lives, and open a new chapter of history.

Longshoremen, sailors, sailLongshoremen, sailors, sailLongshoremen, sailors, sailLongshoremen, sailors, sail----makers, codmakers, codmakers, codmakers, cod----
fishers, weavers and field hands could buy their fishers, weavers and field hands could buy their fishers, weavers and field hands could buy their fishers, weavers and field hands could buy their 
own spreads, escape the congested and own spreads, escape the congested and own spreads, escape the congested and own spreads, escape the congested and 
unhealthy ports, grow their own food and build unhealthy ports, grow their own food and build unhealthy ports, grow their own food and build unhealthy ports, grow their own food and build 
their own houses, reserving some of their acres their own houses, reserving some of their acres their own houses, reserving some of their acres their own houses, reserving some of their acres 
for the occasional cash crop.for the occasional cash crop.for the occasional cash crop.for the occasional cash crop.

They wouldnThey wouldnThey wouldnThey wouldn’’’’t have to slave for subsistence t have to slave for subsistence t have to slave for subsistence t have to slave for subsistence 
wages.wages.wages.wages.

The noble savages would have time and energy The noble savages would have time and energy The noble savages would have time and energy The noble savages would have time and energy 
to read the great books that inspired their to read the great books that inspired their to read the great books that inspired their to read the great books that inspired their 
leaders, and understand what the revolution leaders, and understand what the revolution leaders, and understand what the revolution leaders, and understand what the revolution 
had been about.had been about.had been about.had been about.
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There were surprisingly few revolts by common There were surprisingly few revolts by common There were surprisingly few revolts by common There were surprisingly few revolts by common 
people during the millennia that foreign trade people during the millennia that foreign trade people during the millennia that foreign trade people during the millennia that foreign trade 
and the hubris of the rich enslaved them.and the hubris of the rich enslaved them.and the hubris of the rich enslaved them.and the hubris of the rich enslaved them.

Agents of the rich kept their ears to the rail; Agents of the rich kept their ears to the rail; Agents of the rich kept their ears to the rail; Agents of the rich kept their ears to the rail; 
and when they heard a real revolution coming in and when they heard a real revolution coming in and when they heard a real revolution coming in and when they heard a real revolution coming in 
the distance, they staged a fake revolution to the distance, they staged a fake revolution to the distance, they staged a fake revolution to the distance, they staged a fake revolution to 
fool the people.fool the people.fool the people.fool the people.

Life then continued as usual.Life then continued as usual.Life then continued as usual.Life then continued as usual.

The American Revolution would have been The American Revolution would have been The American Revolution would have been The American Revolution would have been 
more of the same except that some of its more of the same except that some of its more of the same except that some of its more of the same except that some of its 
leaders acted in good faith towards the people.leaders acted in good faith towards the people.leaders acted in good faith towards the people.leaders acted in good faith towards the people.

In 1915, 1916 and 1921, the Illinois Historical In 1915, 1916 and 1921, the Illinois Historical In 1915, 1916 and 1921, the Illinois Historical In 1915, 1916 and 1921, the Illinois Historical 
Society published three volumes of documents Society published three volumes of documents Society published three volumes of documents Society published three volumes of documents 
compiled by Alvord and Carter regarding the compiled by Alvord and Carter regarding the compiled by Alvord and Carter regarding the compiled by Alvord and Carter regarding the 
Northwest Territory during the 20 years that Northwest Territory during the 20 years that Northwest Territory during the 20 years that Northwest Territory during the 20 years that 
British monarchs held various titles to it.British monarchs held various titles to it.British monarchs held various titles to it.British monarchs held various titles to it.

Some of the documents indicate that the Some of the documents indicate that the Some of the documents indicate that the Some of the documents indicate that the 
Wharton Brothers, a pair of Philadelphia Wharton Brothers, a pair of Philadelphia Wharton Brothers, a pair of Philadelphia Wharton Brothers, a pair of Philadelphia 
Quakers, appraised the value of the Quakers, appraised the value of the Quakers, appraised the value of the Quakers, appraised the value of the 
Northwest Territory for the British Board of Northwest Territory for the British Board of Northwest Territory for the British Board of Northwest Territory for the British Board of 
Trade.Trade.Trade.Trade.

Events thereafter reveal the contents of the Events thereafter reveal the contents of the Events thereafter reveal the contents of the Events thereafter reveal the contents of the 
appraisal.appraisal.appraisal.appraisal.
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The territory couldnThe territory couldnThe territory couldnThe territory couldn’’’’t turn a profit in foreign t turn a profit in foreign t turn a profit in foreign t turn a profit in foreign 
trade in the short haul or the long haul, but if trade in the short haul or the long haul, but if trade in the short haul or the long haul, but if trade in the short haul or the long haul, but if 
the territory could be stocked with stupid the territory could be stocked with stupid the territory could be stocked with stupid the territory could be stocked with stupid 
people, investors could get a modest return by people, investors could get a modest return by people, investors could get a modest return by people, investors could get a modest return by 
fleecing them with the devices of personal and fleecing them with the devices of personal and fleecing them with the devices of personal and fleecing them with the devices of personal and 
government debt.government debt.government debt.government debt.

US Congressmen bought large tracts of land US Congressmen bought large tracts of land US Congressmen bought large tracts of land US Congressmen bought large tracts of land 
in the 1790s and sold it to German farmers in in the 1790s and sold it to German farmers in in the 1790s and sold it to German farmers in in the 1790s and sold it to German farmers in 
the early 1800s.the early 1800s.the early 1800s.the early 1800s.

Shortly after Aaron Burr is alleged to have Shortly after Aaron Burr is alleged to have Shortly after Aaron Burr is alleged to have Shortly after Aaron Burr is alleged to have 
killed Alexander Hamilton, some New York killed Alexander Hamilton, some New York killed Alexander Hamilton, some New York killed Alexander Hamilton, some New York 
financiers gave him money to buy boats to float financiers gave him money to buy boats to float financiers gave him money to buy boats to float financiers gave him money to buy boats to float 
along the Ohio River where healong the Ohio River where healong the Ohio River where healong the Ohio River where he’’’’d recruit an d recruit an d recruit an d recruit an 
Army to attack Spaniards on the Mississippi Army to attack Spaniards on the Mississippi Army to attack Spaniards on the Mississippi Army to attack Spaniards on the Mississippi 
River.River.River.River.

Burr reported that there were productive Burr reported that there were productive Burr reported that there were productive Burr reported that there were productive 
German farmers on the Ohio side of the river German farmers on the Ohio side of the river German farmers on the Ohio side of the river German farmers on the Ohio side of the river 
and bedraggled looking people on the and bedraggled looking people on the and bedraggled looking people on the and bedraggled looking people on the 
Kentucky side.Kentucky side.Kentucky side.Kentucky side.

The Kentuckians fought with their teeth, like The Kentuckians fought with their teeth, like The Kentuckians fought with their teeth, like The Kentuckians fought with their teeth, like 
dogs and cats.dogs and cats.dogs and cats.dogs and cats.

The Ohio farmers confused Burr because he The Ohio farmers confused Burr because he The Ohio farmers confused Burr because he The Ohio farmers confused Burr because he 
didndidndidndidn’’’’t know the German language.  He knew t know the German language.  He knew t know the German language.  He knew t know the German language.  He knew 
there were people known as Pennsylvania there were people known as Pennsylvania there were people known as Pennsylvania there were people known as Pennsylvania 
Dutch,  but where did the Germans in Ohio Dutch,  but where did the Germans in Ohio Dutch,  but where did the Germans in Ohio Dutch,  but where did the Germans in Ohio 
come from?come from?come from?come from?

They werenThey werenThey werenThey weren’’’’t interested in the New York war t interested in the New York war t interested in the New York war t interested in the New York war 
and he moved on.and he moved on.and he moved on.and he moved on.
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The city of Chicago grew out of a watery, The city of Chicago grew out of a watery, The city of Chicago grew out of a watery, The city of Chicago grew out of a watery, 
stinky, unhealthy piece of real estate.stinky, unhealthy piece of real estate.stinky, unhealthy piece of real estate.stinky, unhealthy piece of real estate.

The maps of French explorers showed that The maps of French explorers showed that The maps of French explorers showed that The maps of French explorers showed that 
none of the Native American tribes would none of the Native American tribes would none of the Native American tribes would none of the Native American tribes would 
inhabit it.inhabit it.inhabit it.inhabit it.

The absence of territorial conflict for Chicago The absence of territorial conflict for Chicago The absence of territorial conflict for Chicago The absence of territorial conflict for Chicago 
among the various tribes made the lakeside bog among the various tribes made the lakeside bog among the various tribes made the lakeside bog among the various tribes made the lakeside bog 
an ideal place for the French to establish a an ideal place for the French to establish a an ideal place for the French to establish a an ideal place for the French to establish a 
trading post and gather the furs that Indian trading post and gather the furs that Indian trading post and gather the furs that Indian trading post and gather the furs that Indian 
hunters brought them, for shipment to one of hunters brought them, for shipment to one of hunters brought them, for shipment to one of hunters brought them, for shipment to one of 
the coasts and overseas, where theythe coasts and overseas, where theythe coasts and overseas, where theythe coasts and overseas, where they’’’’d make d make d make d make 
somebody rich.somebody rich.somebody rich.somebody rich.

John Jacob Astor, of Germany, got the lionJohn Jacob Astor, of Germany, got the lionJohn Jacob Astor, of Germany, got the lionJohn Jacob Astor, of Germany, got the lion’’’’s s s s 
share of wealth from the fur trade, later.share of wealth from the fur trade, later.share of wealth from the fur trade, later.share of wealth from the fur trade, later.

The cost of protecting the territory The cost of protecting the territory The cost of protecting the territory The cost of protecting the territory 
skyrocketed.skyrocketed.skyrocketed.skyrocketed.

The British failed to remove their troops from The British failed to remove their troops from The British failed to remove their troops from The British failed to remove their troops from 
the territory and stirred up several of the Indian the territory and stirred up several of the Indian the territory and stirred up several of the Indian the territory and stirred up several of the Indian 
nations to attack Americans who tried to nations to attack Americans who tried to nations to attack Americans who tried to nations to attack Americans who tried to 
homestead.homestead.homestead.homestead.

The British blamed Indian trouble on the The British blamed Indian trouble on the The British blamed Indian trouble on the The British blamed Indian trouble on the 
Spanish who trolled the Mississippi River and Spanish who trolled the Mississippi River and Spanish who trolled the Mississippi River and Spanish who trolled the Mississippi River and 
some of its tributary streams.some of its tributary streams.some of its tributary streams.some of its tributary streams.

The Spanish pointed the finger back at the The Spanish pointed the finger back at the The Spanish pointed the finger back at the The Spanish pointed the finger back at the 
British, while several reporters thought French British, while several reporters thought French British, while several reporters thought French British, while several reporters thought French 
settlers up around Detroit and in southern settlers up around Detroit and in southern settlers up around Detroit and in southern settlers up around Detroit and in southern 
Illinois and Indiana were to blame.Illinois and Indiana were to blame.Illinois and Indiana were to blame.Illinois and Indiana were to blame.
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The US Congress had to borrow money to The US Congress had to borrow money to The US Congress had to borrow money to The US Congress had to borrow money to 
fight the phantom enemy fight the phantom enemy fight the phantom enemy fight the phantom enemy ---- giving the whole giving the whole giving the whole giving the whole 
spectrum of European lords new government spectrum of European lords new government spectrum of European lords new government spectrum of European lords new government 
debt to invest their profits in.debt to invest their profits in.debt to invest their profits in.debt to invest their profits in.

Interest would pile up on unpaid loans and the Interest would pile up on unpaid loans and the Interest would pile up on unpaid loans and the Interest would pile up on unpaid loans and the 
new nation would be bankrupt forever if new nation would be bankrupt forever if new nation would be bankrupt forever if new nation would be bankrupt forever if 
Congress didnCongress didnCongress didnCongress didn’’’’t get an army of farmers t get an army of farmers t get an army of farmers t get an army of farmers 
seeding and harvesting the territory with the seeding and harvesting the territory with the seeding and harvesting the territory with the seeding and harvesting the territory with the 
usual commodities for shipment overseas.usual commodities for shipment overseas.usual commodities for shipment overseas.usual commodities for shipment overseas.

Territorial inhabitants must produce for export Territorial inhabitants must produce for export Territorial inhabitants must produce for export Territorial inhabitants must produce for export 
or territorial inhabitants wouldnor territorial inhabitants wouldnor territorial inhabitants wouldnor territorial inhabitants wouldn’’’’t get the t get the t get the t get the 
income to buy imported playing cards, wine, income to buy imported playing cards, wine, income to buy imported playing cards, wine, income to buy imported playing cards, wine, 
mirrors, velvet sofas, illustrated books, mirrors, velvet sofas, illustrated books, mirrors, velvet sofas, illustrated books, mirrors, velvet sofas, illustrated books, 
tableware and other essentials and pay the tableware and other essentials and pay the tableware and other essentials and pay the tableware and other essentials and pay the 
import tax on them.import tax on them.import tax on them.import tax on them.

In 1795, the US Congress sent agents to In 1795, the US Congress sent agents to In 1795, the US Congress sent agents to In 1795, the US Congress sent agents to 
Greenville, Ohio, to host a treaty with a WhoGreenville, Ohio, to host a treaty with a WhoGreenville, Ohio, to host a treaty with a WhoGreenville, Ohio, to host a treaty with a Who’’’’s s s s 
Who of North American tribal leaders.Who of North American tribal leaders.Who of North American tribal leaders.Who of North American tribal leaders.

The treaty seemed reasonable when it listed The treaty seemed reasonable when it listed The treaty seemed reasonable when it listed The treaty seemed reasonable when it listed 
Indian cessions in the area around Greenville.Indian cessions in the area around Greenville.Indian cessions in the area around Greenville.Indian cessions in the area around Greenville.

A tiny cession 6A tiny cession 6A tiny cession 6A tiny cession 6----miles square looked out of miles square looked out of miles square looked out of miles square looked out of 
place because it was in a farplace because it was in a farplace because it was in a farplace because it was in a far----off place known as off place known as off place known as off place known as 
Chicago; and no tribe at the treaty or any Chicago; and no tribe at the treaty or any Chicago; and no tribe at the treaty or any Chicago; and no tribe at the treaty or any 
other tribe lived there and fulfilled the other tribe lived there and fulfilled the other tribe lived there and fulfilled the other tribe lived there and fulfilled the 
prerequisites to cede it.prerequisites to cede it.prerequisites to cede it.prerequisites to cede it.

The Treaty of Greenville laid the groundwork The Treaty of Greenville laid the groundwork The Treaty of Greenville laid the groundwork The Treaty of Greenville laid the groundwork 
to establish a huge port on Lake Michigan that to establish a huge port on Lake Michigan that to establish a huge port on Lake Michigan that to establish a huge port on Lake Michigan that 
farmers on new cessions in Ohio would never farmers on new cessions in Ohio would never farmers on new cessions in Ohio would never farmers on new cessions in Ohio would never 
use.*use.*use.*use.*
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French colonists retained their ports on the French colonists retained their ports on the French colonists retained their ports on the French colonists retained their ports on the 
west bank of the Mississippi River at St. Louis west bank of the Mississippi River at St. Louis west bank of the Mississippi River at St. Louis west bank of the Mississippi River at St. Louis 
and New Orleans.and New Orleans.and New Orleans.and New Orleans.

With the assistance of canals for which the With the assistance of canals for which the With the assistance of canals for which the With the assistance of canals for which the 
Dutch are most famous, a BritishDutch are most famous, a BritishDutch are most famous, a BritishDutch are most famous, a British----American American American American 
port at the southwest corner of the Great port at the southwest corner of the Great port at the southwest corner of the Great port at the southwest corner of the Great 
Lakes could ship products in and out of the Lakes could ship products in and out of the Lakes could ship products in and out of the Lakes could ship products in and out of the 
west side of the Northwest Territory without west side of the Northwest Territory without west side of the Northwest Territory without west side of the Northwest Territory without 
passing through the French ports and paying passing through the French ports and paying passing through the French ports and paying passing through the French ports and paying 
them  whatever toll they demanded.them  whatever toll they demanded.them  whatever toll they demanded.them  whatever toll they demanded.

The Louisiana Purchase was already in the The Louisiana Purchase was already in the The Louisiana Purchase was already in the The Louisiana Purchase was already in the 
works, but, apparently, the cautious traders of works, but, apparently, the cautious traders of works, but, apparently, the cautious traders of works, but, apparently, the cautious traders of 
Northwest European descent didnNorthwest European descent didnNorthwest European descent didnNorthwest European descent didn’’’’t trust it.t trust it.t trust it.t trust it.

Two rivers flowed  to Lake Michigan in the Two rivers flowed  to Lake Michigan in the Two rivers flowed  to Lake Michigan in the Two rivers flowed  to Lake Michigan in the 
Chicago area Chicago area Chicago area Chicago area ---- the Chicago and the Calumet.the Chicago and the Calumet.the Chicago and the Calumet.the Chicago and the Calumet.

An Army engineer who came to the Chicago An Army engineer who came to the Chicago An Army engineer who came to the Chicago An Army engineer who came to the Chicago 
area in the 1820s assumed the Americans had area in the 1820s assumed the Americans had area in the 1820s assumed the Americans had area in the 1820s assumed the Americans had 
made the Indians cede the equivalent of a made the Indians cede the equivalent of a made the Indians cede the equivalent of a made the Indians cede the equivalent of a 
township at the mouth of the Calumet.township at the mouth of the Calumet.township at the mouth of the Calumet.township at the mouth of the Calumet.

He didnHe didnHe didnHe didn’’’’t realize that speculators saw the t realize that speculators saw the t realize that speculators saw the t realize that speculators saw the 
Chicago as the better option precisely Chicago as the better option precisely Chicago as the better option precisely Chicago as the better option precisely 
because it couldnbecause it couldnbecause it couldnbecause it couldn’’’’t be navigated.t be navigated.t be navigated.t be navigated.
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The useless Chicago River could be used as The useless Chicago River could be used as The useless Chicago River could be used as The useless Chicago River could be used as 
an excuse to build a canal.an excuse to build a canal.an excuse to build a canal.an excuse to build a canal.

A canal could be used as an excuse to petition A canal could be used as an excuse to petition A canal could be used as an excuse to petition A canal could be used as an excuse to petition 
Congress for a huge donation of land to sell to Congress for a huge donation of land to sell to Congress for a huge donation of land to sell to Congress for a huge donation of land to sell to 
finance the canal, as well as build the canal.finance the canal, as well as build the canal.finance the canal, as well as build the canal.finance the canal, as well as build the canal.

Illinois officials would sell the land, and not the Illinois officials would sell the land, and not the Illinois officials would sell the land, and not the Illinois officials would sell the land, and not the 
US Treasurer, leading to original titles that US Treasurer, leading to original titles that US Treasurer, leading to original titles that US Treasurer, leading to original titles that 
were harder to trace back to the 1785 Land were harder to trace back to the 1785 Land were harder to trace back to the 1785 Land were harder to trace back to the 1785 Land 
Act and its antiAct and its antiAct and its antiAct and its anti----tax reservations.tax reservations.tax reservations.tax reservations.

Original purchasers would get the land cheap Original purchasers would get the land cheap Original purchasers would get the land cheap Original purchasers would get the land cheap 
and then sell it for great profit.and then sell it for great profit.and then sell it for great profit.and then sell it for great profit.

Windfall profits could then be invested in Windfall profits could then be invested in Windfall profits could then be invested in Windfall profits could then be invested in 
government debt and mortgages, in due time, government debt and mortgages, in due time, government debt and mortgages, in due time, government debt and mortgages, in due time, 
when American resistance to mass immigration when American resistance to mass immigration when American resistance to mass immigration when American resistance to mass immigration 
of alien nationalities could be worn down.of alien nationalities could be worn down.of alien nationalities could be worn down.of alien nationalities could be worn down.

A spoonful of sugar would make the medicine A spoonful of sugar would make the medicine A spoonful of sugar would make the medicine A spoonful of sugar would make the medicine 
go down.go down.go down.go down.

When Americans filled up the farmland, theyWhen Americans filled up the farmland, theyWhen Americans filled up the farmland, theyWhen Americans filled up the farmland, they’’’’d d d d 
appreciate a domestic market for their produce.appreciate a domestic market for their produce.appreciate a domestic market for their produce.appreciate a domestic market for their produce.

A city full of immigrants working in factories A city full of immigrants working in factories A city full of immigrants working in factories A city full of immigrants working in factories 
and living on tiny lots with no room for gardens and living on tiny lots with no room for gardens and living on tiny lots with no room for gardens and living on tiny lots with no room for gardens 
and grazing wasnand grazing wasnand grazing wasnand grazing wasn’’’’t exactly an ideal market, but it t exactly an ideal market, but it t exactly an ideal market, but it t exactly an ideal market, but it 
was a market.was a market.was a market.was a market.
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Attrition was a gentle, though drawnAttrition was a gentle, though drawnAttrition was a gentle, though drawnAttrition was a gentle, though drawn----out way out way out way out way 
to create a taxable citizenry.to create a taxable citizenry.to create a taxable citizenry.to create a taxable citizenry.

Immigrants who thronged the cities and wore Immigrants who thronged the cities and wore Immigrants who thronged the cities and wore Immigrants who thronged the cities and wore 
themselves out in factories and taverns would themselves out in factories and taverns would themselves out in factories and taverns would themselves out in factories and taverns would 
probably never know that a school land probably never know that a school land probably never know that a school land probably never know that a school land 
reservation and other reservations protected reservation and other reservations protected reservation and other reservations protected reservation and other reservations protected 
them from taxation.them from taxation.them from taxation.them from taxation.

As long as farmers who did know about the As long as farmers who did know about the As long as farmers who did know about the As long as farmers who did know about the 
reservations got profits from the immigrants and reservations got profits from the immigrants and reservations got profits from the immigrants and reservations got profits from the immigrants and 
also got tax breaks, theyalso got tax breaks, theyalso got tax breaks, theyalso got tax breaks, they’’’’d go a long to get d go a long to get d go a long to get d go a long to get 
along when the legislature instituted taxes on along when the legislature instituted taxes on along when the legislature instituted taxes on along when the legislature instituted taxes on 
the people in the city.the people in the city.the people in the city.the people in the city.

The first theft of school land reservations The first theft of school land reservations The first theft of school land reservations The first theft of school land reservations 
occurred in the enabling act for Ohio occurred in the enabling act for Ohio occurred in the enabling act for Ohio occurred in the enabling act for Ohio 
statehood. (1) (2)statehood. (1) (2)statehood. (1) (2)statehood. (1) (2)

In 1802, the original enabling act confirmed that In 1802, the original enabling act confirmed that In 1802, the original enabling act confirmed that In 1802, the original enabling act confirmed that 
the 1785 reservation was direct to township the 1785 reservation was direct to township the 1785 reservation was direct to township the 1785 reservation was direct to township 
inhabitants, which makes sense, because there inhabitants, which makes sense, because there inhabitants, which makes sense, because there inhabitants, which makes sense, because there 
had to be township inhabitants before there had to be township inhabitants before there had to be township inhabitants before there had to be township inhabitants before there 
could be a state.could be a state.could be a state.could be a state.

US founders never got around to US founders never got around to US founders never got around to US founders never got around to 
incorporating the congressional townships and incorporating the congressional townships and incorporating the congressional townships and incorporating the congressional townships and 
protecting township inhabitants forever from protecting township inhabitants forever from protecting township inhabitants forever from protecting township inhabitants forever from 
the theft of their land.the theft of their land.the theft of their land.the theft of their land.

(1) Think British Board of Trade and other foreign investors whenever a provision of US law looks out of place.

(2) Three Acts for the admission of Ohio to the Union:
1802 April 30.  Chapter 40: An Act to enable the people of Ohio to form a constitution and state government and for the admission of such state into the 
Union. pages 173-175.
1803 February 19.  Chapter 7.  An Act to provide for the execution of the laws of the United States within the state of Ohio.  pages 201-202.
1803 March 3.  Chapter 21.  An Act in addition to, and in modification of Chapter 40, 1802 April 30.  pages 225-227.
Peters, Richard (editor).  Public Statutes at Large of the United States of America 1789 to 1845 March 2. Volume 2.   Boston (MA):  Charles C. Little and 
James Brown (1845).
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In 1803, a revision of the Ohio enabling act In 1803, a revision of the Ohio enabling act In 1803, a revision of the Ohio enabling act In 1803, a revision of the Ohio enabling act 
granted school land reservations to the state granted school land reservations to the state granted school land reservations to the state granted school land reservations to the state 
instead of to the people.instead of to the people.instead of to the people.instead of to the people.

The revision allowed the state to disappear The revision allowed the state to disappear The revision allowed the state to disappear The revision allowed the state to disappear 
school land reservations and replace them with school land reservations and replace them with school land reservations and replace them with school land reservations and replace them with 
real estate taxes to support schools.real estate taxes to support schools.real estate taxes to support schools.real estate taxes to support schools.

The 1803 revised Ohio enabling act was a The 1803 revised Ohio enabling act was a The 1803 revised Ohio enabling act was a The 1803 revised Ohio enabling act was a 
model for the 1818 Illinois enabling act and has model for the 1818 Illinois enabling act and has model for the 1818 Illinois enabling act and has model for the 1818 Illinois enabling act and has 
had a devastating effect on the inhabitants of had a devastating effect on the inhabitants of had a devastating effect on the inhabitants of had a devastating effect on the inhabitants of 
both states and other states.both states and other states.both states and other states.both states and other states.

It would be interesting to know who engineered It would be interesting to know who engineered It would be interesting to know who engineered It would be interesting to know who engineered 
the 1803 revision of the Ohio enabling act.the 1803 revision of the Ohio enabling act.the 1803 revision of the Ohio enabling act.the 1803 revision of the Ohio enabling act.

While Great Britain held title to the While Great Britain held title to the While Great Britain held title to the While Great Britain held title to the 
Northwest Territory, the Northwest Territory, the Northwest Territory, the Northwest Territory, the WhartonsWhartonsWhartonsWhartons worked worked worked worked 
closely with Ben Franklin on plans for the closely with Ben Franklin on plans for the closely with Ben Franklin on plans for the closely with Ben Franklin on plans for the 
territory.territory.territory.territory.

They also petitioned the Board of Trade for They also petitioned the Board of Trade for They also petitioned the Board of Trade for They also petitioned the Board of Trade for 
the privilege of purchasing a large tract of land the privilege of purchasing a large tract of land the privilege of purchasing a large tract of land the privilege of purchasing a large tract of land 
in southeast Ohio, not far from Philadelphia.in southeast Ohio, not far from Philadelphia.in southeast Ohio, not far from Philadelphia.in southeast Ohio, not far from Philadelphia.

The war ended British jurisdiction and the The war ended British jurisdiction and the The war ended British jurisdiction and the The war ended British jurisdiction and the 
US Congress refused to give the US Congress refused to give the US Congress refused to give the US Congress refused to give the WhartonsWhartonsWhartonsWhartons
what they still wanted after the war.what they still wanted after the war.what they still wanted after the war.what they still wanted after the war.
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The US Congress did enter into two The US Congress did enter into two The US Congress did enter into two The US Congress did enter into two 
contracts with other petitioners for large tracts contracts with other petitioners for large tracts contracts with other petitioners for large tracts contracts with other petitioners for large tracts 
of  land of  land of  land of  land ---- the land that the petitioners settled the land that the petitioners settled the land that the petitioners settled the land that the petitioners settled 
with the German or Pennsylvania Dutch with the German or Pennsylvania Dutch with the German or Pennsylvania Dutch with the German or Pennsylvania Dutch 
farmers that Burr encountered.farmers that Burr encountered.farmers that Burr encountered.farmers that Burr encountered.

In 1805, a Boston printer published a book by In 1805, a Boston printer published a book by In 1805, a Boston printer published a book by In 1805, a Boston printer published a book by 
a man who traveled through Ohio in 1803.  (1) a man who traveled through Ohio in 1803.  (1) a man who traveled through Ohio in 1803.  (1) a man who traveled through Ohio in 1803.  (1) 

The appendix of the 1805 book includes the The appendix of the 1805 book includes the The appendix of the 1805 book includes the The appendix of the 1805 book includes the 
1802 original Ohio enabling act, but not the 1802 original Ohio enabling act, but not the 1802 original Ohio enabling act, but not the 1802 original Ohio enabling act, but not the 
1803 revision.1803 revision.1803 revision.1803 revision.

The appendix also includes a document of one The appendix also includes a document of one The appendix also includes a document of one The appendix also includes a document of one 
of the land companies; and it grants school land of the land companies; and it grants school land of the land companies; and it grants school land of the land companies; and it grants school land 
reservations to inhabitants of townships in the reservations to inhabitants of townships in the reservations to inhabitants of townships in the reservations to inhabitants of townships in the 
the companythe companythe companythe company’’’’s large tract.s large tract.s large tract.s large tract.

In 1819, US Supreme Court justices made In 1819, US Supreme Court justices made In 1819, US Supreme Court justices made In 1819, US Supreme Court justices made 
remarks in a case about a grant of land by an remarks in a case about a grant of land by an remarks in a case about a grant of land by an remarks in a case about a grant of land by an 
English king to Dartmouth College in New English king to Dartmouth College in New English king to Dartmouth College in New English king to Dartmouth College in New 
Hampshire. (2)Hampshire. (2)Hampshire. (2)Hampshire. (2)

The state tried to steal Dartmouth land and The state tried to steal Dartmouth land and The state tried to steal Dartmouth land and The state tried to steal Dartmouth land and 
the Court slapped the statethe Court slapped the statethe Court slapped the statethe Court slapped the state’’’’s hand.s hand.s hand.s hand.

The CourtThe CourtThe CourtThe Court’’’’s remarks are probably equally s remarks are probably equally s remarks are probably equally s remarks are probably equally 
relevant to states that have stolen school land relevant to states that have stolen school land relevant to states that have stolen school land relevant to states that have stolen school land 
reservations from township inhabitants.reservations from township inhabitants.reservations from township inhabitants.reservations from township inhabitants.

The theft of school lands was clearly willful and The theft of school lands was clearly willful and The theft of school lands was clearly willful and The theft of school lands was clearly willful and 
malicious.malicious.malicious.malicious.

(1) (slides 492+)
Harris, Thaddeus Mason (1768-1842) (author). The journal of a tour into the territory northwest of the Alleghany Mountains ; made in the spring of the year 
1803: with a geographical and historical account of the state of Ohio; illustrated with original maps and views. Boston: Manning & Loring (1805).

(2) (slides 177+)
U.S. Supreme Court (author) (1819).  Trustees of Dartmouth College v. Woodward.  17 U.S. 518 (1819 February 2)
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Midland Warehouse.  Western Avenue 1500S. Chicago, Illinois. 2005 March 11.
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In 1815In 1815In 1815In 1815----1825, plans for a canal 1825, plans for a canal 1825, plans for a canal 1825, plans for a canal 
from Chicago to the Illinois from Chicago to the Illinois from Chicago to the Illinois from Chicago to the Illinois 
River to the Mississippi meant River to the Mississippi meant River to the Mississippi meant River to the Mississippi meant 
that Chicago would be an entry that Chicago would be an entry that Chicago would be an entry that Chicago would be an entry 
for settlement of the west and for settlement of the west and for settlement of the west and for settlement of the west and 
also a great port for commerce also a great port for commerce also a great port for commerce also a great port for commerce 
between east and west.between east and west.between east and west.between east and west.

In 1825, the Erie Canal In 1825, the Erie Canal In 1825, the Erie Canal In 1825, the Erie Canal 
designed a route from the east designed a route from the east designed a route from the east designed a route from the east 
coast through the great lakes to coast through the great lakes to coast through the great lakes to coast through the great lakes to 
Chicago. Chicago. Chicago. Chicago. 

In 1827, at the request of Illinois In 1827, at the request of Illinois In 1827, at the request of Illinois In 1827, at the request of Illinois 
officials, Congress granted land officials, Congress granted land officials, Congress granted land officials, Congress granted land 
to the state along the proposed to the state along the proposed to the state along the proposed to the state along the proposed 
route of the canal from Lake route of the canal from Lake route of the canal from Lake route of the canal from Lake 
Michigan to the Mississippi.Michigan to the Mississippi.Michigan to the Mississippi.Michigan to the Mississippi.

East Coast capitalists had East Coast capitalists had East Coast capitalists had East Coast capitalists had 
refused to invest in the Illinoisrefused to invest in the Illinoisrefused to invest in the Illinoisrefused to invest in the Illinois----
Michigan canal; and Illinois Michigan canal; and Illinois Michigan canal; and Illinois Michigan canal; and Illinois 
officials wanted the officials wanted the officials wanted the officials wanted the 
congressional donation so they congressional donation so they congressional donation so they congressional donation so they 
could sell the land to finance the could sell the land to finance the could sell the land to finance the could sell the land to finance the 
building of the canal.building of the canal.building of the canal.building of the canal.

State officials appointed State officials appointed State officials appointed State officials appointed 
several successive commissions several successive commissions several successive commissions several successive commissions 
to manage land sales and canal to manage land sales and canal to manage land sales and canal to manage land sales and canal 
work.work.work.work.

Chapter 3, The Speculative Era
Pierce, Bessie Louise.  A History of Chicago (Volume I: The Beginning of a City 1673-1848).  New York/ London: Alfred A. Knopf.  (copyright 1937, 
University of Chicago)
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In 1830, James Thompson, a In 1830, James Thompson, a In 1830, James Thompson, a In 1830, James Thompson, a 
surveyor for the Illinoissurveyor for the Illinoissurveyor for the Illinoissurveyor for the Illinois----
Michigan Canal Commission, Michigan Canal Commission, Michigan Canal Commission, Michigan Canal Commission, 
gave Chicago a definitely gave Chicago a definitely gave Chicago a definitely gave Chicago a definitely 
plotted existence.plotted existence.plotted existence.plotted existence.

He laid out a town and sold lots He laid out a town and sold lots He laid out a town and sold lots He laid out a town and sold lots 
at $5at $5at $5at $5----$20 each to cover the $20 each to cover the $20 each to cover the $20 each to cover the 
cost of the survey.cost of the survey.cost of the survey.cost of the survey.

The lots were in the south half The lots were in the south half The lots were in the south half The lots were in the south half 
of section 9 in Township 39N, of section 9 in Township 39N, of section 9 in Township 39N, of section 9 in Township 39N, 
on both sides of the Chicago on both sides of the Chicago on both sides of the Chicago on both sides of the Chicago 
River, just west of the lakeshore.River, just west of the lakeshore.River, just west of the lakeshore.River, just west of the lakeshore.

Speculators and migrants Speculators and migrants Speculators and migrants Speculators and migrants 
bought and traded the lots for bought and traded the lots for bought and traded the lots for bought and traded the lots for 
their own profit.their own profit.their own profit.their own profit.

In 1831, Cook County gave In 1831, Cook County gave In 1831, Cook County gave In 1831, Cook County gave 
Chicago 24 lots.Chicago 24 lots.Chicago 24 lots.Chicago 24 lots.

The proceeds of their sale were The proceeds of their sale were The proceeds of their sale were The proceeds of their sale were 
intended for public buildings, intended for public buildings, intended for public buildings, intended for public buildings, 
but speculators grabbed 16 lots but speculators grabbed 16 lots but speculators grabbed 16 lots but speculators grabbed 16 lots 
immediately.immediately.immediately.immediately.

1832183218321832----1834, soldiers involved in 1834, soldiers involved in 1834, soldiers involved in 1834, soldiers involved in 
the the the the Blackhawk Blackhawk Blackhawk Blackhawk War reported War reported War reported War reported 
that speculators had already that speculators had already that speculators had already that speculators had already 
bought up at high prices all the bought up at high prices all the bought up at high prices all the bought up at high prices all the 
building lots in the town.building lots in the town.building lots in the town.building lots in the town.

The US Congress granted The US Congress granted The US Congress granted The US Congress granted 
funds for a lighthouse and funds for a lighthouse and funds for a lighthouse and funds for a lighthouse and 
harbor at Chicago.harbor at Chicago.harbor at Chicago.harbor at Chicago.

Chapter 3, The Speculative Era
Pierce, Bessie Louise.  A History of Chicago (Volume I: The Beginning of a City 1673-1848).  New York/ London: Alfred A. Knopf.  (copyright 1937, 
University of Chicago)



43

The Section 16 school land The Section 16 school land The Section 16 school land The Section 16 school land 
reservation of Township 39N reservation of Township 39N reservation of Township 39N reservation of Township 39N 
lies just south of the lots that lies just south of the lots that lies just south of the lots that lies just south of the lots that 
Thompson sold in 1830.Thompson sold in 1830.Thompson sold in 1830.Thompson sold in 1830.

The school land is bounded by The school land is bounded by The school land is bounded by The school land is bounded by 
State, Madison,State, Madison,State, Madison,State, Madison, HalstedHalstedHalstedHalsted and and and and 
Roosevelt.Roosevelt.Roosevelt.Roosevelt.

After the Indians got their pay After the Indians got their pay After the Indians got their pay After the Indians got their pay 
for signing the treaty that ended for signing the treaty that ended for signing the treaty that ended for signing the treaty that ended 
the the the the Blackhawk Blackhawk Blackhawk Blackhawk War, 95 white War, 95 white War, 95 white War, 95 white 
men petitioned the Cook men petitioned the Cook men petitioned the Cook men petitioned the Cook 
County commissioner of school County commissioner of school County commissioner of school County commissioner of school 
lands to sell Section 16 off in lands to sell Section 16 off in lands to sell Section 16 off in lands to sell Section 16 off in 
lots.lots.lots.lots.

They wanted to buy the lots on They wanted to buy the lots on They wanted to buy the lots on They wanted to buy the lots on 
credit at 10% interest for 1credit at 10% interest for 1credit at 10% interest for 1credit at 10% interest for 1----3 3 3 3 
years.years.years.years.

In 1833 October, they got 576 In 1833 October, they got 576 In 1833 October, they got 576 In 1833 October, they got 576 
acres for a total auction price of acres for a total auction price of acres for a total auction price of acres for a total auction price of 
$38,700. $38,700. $38,700. $38,700. 

The transaction was heralded The transaction was heralded The transaction was heralded The transaction was heralded 
as a significant financial as a significant financial as a significant financial as a significant financial 
evolution of Chicago.evolution of Chicago.evolution of Chicago.evolution of Chicago.

It drew together many people It drew together many people It drew together many people It drew together many people 
from various States of the from various States of the from various States of the from various States of the 
Union.Union.Union.Union.

Chapter 3, The Speculative Era
Pierce, Bessie Louise.  A History of Chicago (Volume I: The Beginning of a City 1673-1848).  New York/ London: Alfred A. Knopf.  (copyright 1937, 
University of Chicago)
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In 1834In 1834In 1834In 1834----1835, the state floated 1835, the state floated 1835, the state floated 1835, the state floated 
a loan on the East Coast to a loan on the East Coast to a loan on the East Coast to a loan on the East Coast to 
finance canal construction.finance canal construction.finance canal construction.finance canal construction.

At the same time the state At the same time the state At the same time the state At the same time the state 
borrowed money to build the borrowed money to build the borrowed money to build the borrowed money to build the 
canal, speculators sold canal canal, speculators sold canal canal, speculators sold canal canal, speculators sold canal 
land for $80,000 for which land for $80,000 for which land for $80,000 for which land for $80,000 for which 
theytheytheythey’’’’d paid $5,000.d paid $5,000.d paid $5,000.d paid $5,000.

Speculators from eastern and Speculators from eastern and Speculators from eastern and Speculators from eastern and 
southern states flooded southern states flooded southern states flooded southern states flooded 
Chicago.Chicago.Chicago.Chicago.

They could make a 100% profit They could make a 100% profit They could make a 100% profit They could make a 100% profit 
in a few months.in a few months.in a few months.in a few months.

In 1835, a 100In 1835, a 100In 1835, a 100In 1835, a 100----ton schooner ton schooner ton schooner ton schooner 
entered the Chicago river.entered the Chicago river.entered the Chicago river.entered the Chicago river.

Chicago immediately became Chicago immediately became Chicago immediately became Chicago immediately became 
the leading port of the west; and the leading port of the west; and the leading port of the west; and the leading port of the west; and 
trade shifted from New Orleans trade shifted from New Orleans trade shifted from New Orleans trade shifted from New Orleans 
and the Mississippi to the and the Mississippi to the and the Mississippi to the and the Mississippi to the 
Great Lakes and New York.Great Lakes and New York.Great Lakes and New York.Great Lakes and New York.

Real estate speculation Real estate speculation Real estate speculation Real estate speculation 
occurred all over the nation, but occurred all over the nation, but occurred all over the nation, but occurred all over the nation, but 
federal grants gave speculation federal grants gave speculation federal grants gave speculation federal grants gave speculation 
a special stimulus in Chicago.a special stimulus in Chicago.a special stimulus in Chicago.a special stimulus in Chicago.

In  June, a sale of canal land in In  June, a sale of canal land in In  June, a sale of canal land in In  June, a sale of canal land in 
Chicago raised $354,000 in Chicago raised $354,000 in Chicago raised $354,000 in Chicago raised $354,000 in 
two weeks, with additional two weeks, with additional two weeks, with additional two weeks, with additional 
speculation on city lots.speculation on city lots.speculation on city lots.speculation on city lots.

Chapter 3, The Speculative Era
Pierce, Bessie Louise.  A History of Chicago (Volume I: The Beginning of a City 1673-1848).  New York/ London: Alfred A. Knopf.  (copyright 1937, 
University of Chicago)
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1835 January1835 January1835 January1835 January----October, the October, the October, the October, the 
auction firm of Augustus auction firm of Augustus auction firm of Augustus auction firm of Augustus 
Garrett sold real & personal Garrett sold real & personal Garrett sold real & personal Garrett sold real & personal 
property for $1,800,000.property for $1,800,000.property for $1,800,000.property for $1,800,000.

In1836In1836In1836In1836----1837, loans were easy 1837, loans were easy 1837, loans were easy 1837, loans were easy 
to get on the East Coast and to get on the East Coast and to get on the East Coast and to get on the East Coast and 
in foreign countries to buy land in foreign countries to buy land in foreign countries to buy land in foreign countries to buy land 
in Chicago and along the routes in Chicago and along the routes in Chicago and along the routes in Chicago and along the routes 
of the IM canal and other of the IM canal and other of the IM canal and other of the IM canal and other 
internal improvements.internal improvements.internal improvements.internal improvements.

There were no credit checks.There were no credit checks.There were no credit checks.There were no credit checks.

East Coast capitalists made East Coast capitalists made East Coast capitalists made East Coast capitalists made 
Chicago their business center.Chicago their business center.Chicago their business center.Chicago their business center.

The US Treasurer continued The US Treasurer continued The US Treasurer continued The US Treasurer continued 
to sell public lands at the to sell public lands at the to sell public lands at the to sell public lands at the 
minimum price of $1.25 per acre.minimum price of $1.25 per acre.minimum price of $1.25 per acre.minimum price of $1.25 per acre.

In 1836 June, canal lots sold for In 1836 June, canal lots sold for In 1836 June, canal lots sold for In 1836 June, canal lots sold for 
$1,041,344 and one Chicago $1,041,344 and one Chicago $1,041,344 and one Chicago $1,041,344 and one Chicago 
lot sold for $22,000.lot sold for $22,000.lot sold for $22,000.lot sold for $22,000.

1834183418341834----1837, Chicago1837, Chicago1837, Chicago1837, Chicago’’’’s major s major s major s major 
export was title papers for town export was title papers for town export was title papers for town export was title papers for town 
lots and for public lands further lots and for public lands further lots and for public lands further lots and for public lands further 
west.   west.   west.   west.   

Too many speculators and too Too many speculators and too Too many speculators and too Too many speculators and too 
few supplies inflated the price of few supplies inflated the price of few supplies inflated the price of few supplies inflated the price of 
food and other necessities.food and other necessities.food and other necessities.food and other necessities.

Chapter 3, The Speculative Era
Pierce, Bessie Louise.  A History of Chicago (Volume I: The Beginning of a City 1673-1848).  New York/ London: Alfred A. Knopf.  (copyright 1937, 
University of Chicago)
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1829182918291829----1840+, farmers in 1840+, farmers in 1840+, farmers in 1840+, farmers in 
IndianaIndianaIndianaIndiana’’’’s Wabash River Valley s Wabash River Valley s Wabash River Valley s Wabash River Valley 
asked for and got the asked for and got the asked for and got the asked for and got the 
Vincennes Road to carry their Vincennes Road to carry their Vincennes Road to carry their Vincennes Road to carry their 
produce to Chicago.produce to Chicago.produce to Chicago.produce to Chicago.

They defeated the monopoly of They defeated the monopoly of They defeated the monopoly of They defeated the monopoly of 
St. Louis merchants and St. Louis merchants and St. Louis merchants and St. Louis merchants and 
shippers for supplying Illinois.shippers for supplying Illinois.shippers for supplying Illinois.shippers for supplying Illinois.

Chicago inhabitants had only Chicago inhabitants had only Chicago inhabitants had only Chicago inhabitants had only 
furs and dried meat for spare furs and dried meat for spare furs and dried meat for spare furs and dried meat for spare 
cash to pay the farmers.cash to pay the farmers.cash to pay the farmers.cash to pay the farmers.

Chicago population growth:Chicago population growth:Chicago population growth:Chicago population growth:

1829182918291829 30303030
1830183018301830 40404040----50505050
1831183118311831 60606060
1832183218321832 150150150150
1833183318331833 350350350350
1834183418341834 1,8001,8001,8001,800
1835183518351835 3,2653,2653,2653,265
1836183618361836 3,8203,8203,8203,820
1837183718371837 4,1704,1704,1704,170
1838183818381838 4,0004,0004,0004,000
1839183918391839 4,2004,2004,2004,200
1840184018401840 4,4704,4704,4704,470
1841184118411841 5,7525,7525,7525,752
1842184218421842 6,2486,2486,2486,248
1843184318431843 7,5807,5807,5807,580
1844184418441844 8,0008,0008,0008,000
1845184518451845 12,08812,08812,08812,088
1846184618461846 14,16914,16914,16914,169
1847184718471847 16,85916,85916,85916,859
1848184818481848 20,02320,02320,02320,023
1849184918491849 20,02320,02320,02320,023
1850185018501850 29,96329,96329,96329,963

Chapter 3, The Speculative Era
Pierce, Bessie Louise.  A History of Chicago (Volume I: The Beginning of a City 1673-1848).  New York/ London: Alfred A. Knopf.  (copyright 1937, 
University of Chicago)
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Petition for Sale of School Lands (undated).  Petition for Sale of School Lands (undated).  Petition for Sale of School Lands (undated).  Petition for Sale of School Lands (undated).  

in chapter: Early Schools of Chicago in chapter: Early Schools of Chicago in chapter: Early Schools of Chicago in chapter: Early Schools of Chicago 
(incorporates excerpts from the Fourth Annual Report to (incorporates excerpts from the Fourth Annual Report to (incorporates excerpts from the Fourth Annual Report to (incorporates excerpts from the Fourth Annual Report to 
Board of Education by the Superintendent of Schools, Board of Education by the Superintendent of Schools, Board of Education by the Superintendent of Schools, Board of Education by the Superintendent of Schools, 

William H. Wells, 1858 March 20)William H. Wells, 1858 March 20)William H. Wells, 1858 March 20)William H. Wells, 1858 March 20)

page 288page 288page 288page 288
Henry H. Henry H. Henry H. Henry H. HurlbutHurlbutHurlbutHurlbut
Chicago AntiquitiesChicago AntiquitiesChicago AntiquitiesChicago Antiquities

Chicago: Fergus Printing CompanyChicago: Fergus Printing CompanyChicago: Fergus Printing CompanyChicago: Fergus Printing Company
(1880)(1880)(1880)(1880)

found at www.found at www.found at www.found at www.googlegooglegooglegoogle.com.com.com.com
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‘‘‘‘The undersigned, your The undersigned, your The undersigned, your The undersigned, your 
petitioners, inhabitants of petitioners, inhabitants of petitioners, inhabitants of petitioners, inhabitants of 
Congressional Township 39N, Congressional Township 39N, Congressional Township 39N, Congressional Township 39N, 
Range 14E, represent that Range 14E, represent that Range 14E, represent that Range 14E, represent that 
they are desirous of having they are desirous of having they are desirous of having they are desirous of having 
Section 16 in said township Section 16 in said township Section 16 in said township Section 16 in said township 
sold, for the purpose for which it sold, for the purpose for which it sold, for the purpose for which it sold, for the purpose for which it 
was given.was given.was given.was given.

‘‘‘‘Your petitioners are of the Your petitioners are of the Your petitioners are of the Your petitioners are of the 
opinion, that it would promote opinion, that it would promote opinion, that it would promote opinion, that it would promote 
their interest by selling said their interest by selling said their interest by selling said their interest by selling said 
section on a credit of 1, 2, and 3 section on a credit of 1, 2, and 3 section on a credit of 1, 2, and 3 section on a credit of 1, 2, and 3 
years, under the provision of the years, under the provision of the years, under the provision of the years, under the provision of the 
act authorizing a credit on the act authorizing a credit on the act authorizing a credit on the act authorizing a credit on the 
sales of school lands, and at an sales of school lands, and at an sales of school lands, and at an sales of school lands, and at an 
interest of not less than 10% per interest of not less than 10% per interest of not less than 10% per interest of not less than 10% per 
annum, payable semiannum, payable semiannum, payable semiannum, payable semi----annually in annually in annually in annually in 
advance.advance.advance.advance.’’’’

Petition for Sale of School Lands (undated).  in Early Schools of Chicago [incorporates excerpts from Wells, William H. (Superintendent of Schools) (1858 
March 20).  Fourth Annual Report to Board of Education.] (page 288).  in Hurlbut, Henry H. (1880).   Chicago Antiquities,(comprising original items and 
relations, letters, extracts, and notes, pertaining to early Chicago; embellished with views, portraits, autographs, etc..  Chicago: Fergus Printing Company 
(printed for the author) (1881).

Found at www.google.com
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We are informed that the We are informed that the We are informed that the We are informed that the 
petition received 95 signatures, petition received 95 signatures, petition received 95 signatures, petition received 95 signatures, 
embracing most of the principal embracing most of the principal embracing most of the principal embracing most of the principal 
citizens of the town.citizens of the town.citizens of the town.citizens of the town.

We have heard it intimated that We have heard it intimated that We have heard it intimated that We have heard it intimated that 
the abovethe abovethe abovethe above----named petition, named petition, named petition, named petition, 
though ostensibly signed by 95 though ostensibly signed by 95 though ostensibly signed by 95 though ostensibly signed by 95 
citizens, yet really fell much short citizens, yet really fell much short citizens, yet really fell much short citizens, yet really fell much short 
of that number, if genuine of that number, if genuine of that number, if genuine of that number, if genuine 
signatures and citizenship only signatures and citizenship only signatures and citizenship only signatures and citizenship only 
were to be taken into account.were to be taken into account.were to be taken into account.were to be taken into account.

That spirit of patriotism, it has That spirit of patriotism, it has That spirit of patriotism, it has That spirit of patriotism, it has 
been suggested, may possibly been suggested, may possibly been suggested, may possibly been suggested, may possibly 
have been prevalent, which have been prevalent, which have been prevalent, which have been prevalent, which 
perceived a small and incidental perceived a small and incidental perceived a small and incidental perceived a small and incidental 
public benefit and interest, by public benefit and interest, by public benefit and interest, by public benefit and interest, by 
directly furthering a greater one, directly furthering a greater one, directly furthering a greater one, directly furthering a greater one, 
that of their individual selves. that of their individual selves. that of their individual selves. that of their individual selves. 

We need not speculate, We need not speculate, We need not speculate, We need not speculate, 
however, concerning the mania however, concerning the mania however, concerning the mania however, concerning the mania 
of that speculative era, but will of that speculative era, but will of that speculative era, but will of that speculative era, but will 
take the occasion to say, that take the occasion to say, that take the occasion to say, that take the occasion to say, that 
there was at least one there was at least one there was at least one there was at least one 
gentleman, then and still a gentleman, then and still a gentleman, then and still a gentleman, then and still a 
resident of Chicago, who did resident of Chicago, who did resident of Chicago, who did resident of Chicago, who did 
not sign that petition.not sign that petition.not sign that petition.not sign that petition.

Early Schools of Chicago [incorporates excerpts from Wells, William H. (Superintendent of Schools) (1858 March 20).  Fourth Annual Report to Board of 
Education.] (page 288).  in Hurlbut, Henry H. (1880).   Chicago Antiquities,(comprising original items and relations, letters, extracts, and notes, pertaining 
to early Chicago; embellished with views, portraits, autographs, etc..  Chicago: Fergus Printing Company (printed for the author) (1881).

Found at www.google.com
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Mr. Philo Carpenter opposed Mr. Philo Carpenter opposed Mr. Philo Carpenter opposed Mr. Philo Carpenter opposed 
the sale of the school section at the sale of the school section at the sale of the school section at the sale of the school section at 
that time; and when he found a that time; and when he found a that time; and when he found a that time; and when he found a 
sale determined on, he used all sale determined on, he used all sale determined on, he used all sale determined on, he used all 
the arguments at his command, the arguments at his command, the arguments at his command, the arguments at his command, 
to prevail on the Commissioner to prevail on the Commissioner to prevail on the Commissioner to prevail on the Commissioner 
to sell alternate blocks in said to sell alternate blocks in said to sell alternate blocks in said to sell alternate blocks in said 
section, retaining onesection, retaining onesection, retaining onesection, retaining one----half at half at half at half at 
least until some future day.least until some future day.least until some future day.least until some future day.

In 1833 October all but 4 of In 1833 October all but 4 of In 1833 October all but 4 of In 1833 October all but 4 of 
the 142 blocks of section 16 the 142 blocks of section 16 the 142 blocks of section 16 the 142 blocks of section 16 
(township 39N), were sold at (township 39N), were sold at (township 39N), were sold at (township 39N), were sold at 
auction for $38,865, on a credit auction for $38,865, on a credit auction for $38,865, on a credit auction for $38,865, on a credit 
of 1, 2, and 3 years.  of 1, 2, and 3 years.  of 1, 2, and 3 years.  of 1, 2, and 3 years.  

The remaining blocks are now The remaining blocks are now The remaining blocks are now The remaining blocks are now 
(1858) valued  at $0.7 million.  (1858) valued  at $0.7 million.  (1858) valued  at $0.7 million.  (1858) valued  at $0.7 million.  

The value of that portion  which The value of that portion  which The value of that portion  which The value of that portion  which 
was sold is now (1858) was sold is now (1858) was sold is now (1858) was sold is now (1858) 
estimated at $12 million.estimated at $12 million.estimated at $12 million.estimated at $12 million.

Early Schools of Chicago [incorporates excerpts from Wells, William H. (Superintendent of Schools) (1858 March 20).  Fourth Annual Report to Board of 
Education.] (page 288).  in Hurlbut, Henry H. (1880).   Chicago Antiquities,(comprising original items and relations, letters, extracts, and notes, pertaining 
to early Chicago; embellished with views, portraits, autographs, etc..  Chicago: Fergus Printing Company (printed for the author) (1881).

Found at www.google.com
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In 1834, Miss ElizabethIn 1834, Miss ElizabethIn 1834, Miss ElizabethIn 1834, Miss Elizabeth
ChappelChappelChappelChappel, of New York, was the , of New York, was the , of New York, was the , of New York, was the 
first teacher to be paid out of first teacher to be paid out of first teacher to be paid out of first teacher to be paid out of 
revenues from the sale of revenues from the sale of revenues from the sale of revenues from the sale of 
section 16 township 39N.  section 16 township 39N.  section 16 township 39N.  section 16 township 39N.  

Her school for children later Her school for children later Her school for children later Her school for children later 
converted to a teacher training converted to a teacher training converted to a teacher training converted to a teacher training 
college.college.college.college.

She married Rev. Jeremiah She married Rev. Jeremiah She married Rev. Jeremiah She married Rev. Jeremiah 
Porter of Wisconsin.Porter of Wisconsin.Porter of Wisconsin.Porter of Wisconsin.

Early Schools of Chicago [incorporates excerpts from Wells, William H. (Superintendent of Schools) (1858 March 20).  Fourth Annual Report to Board of 
Education.] (page 288).  in Hurlbut, Henry H. (1880).   Chicago Antiquities,(comprising original items and relations, letters, extracts, and notes, pertaining 
to early Chicago; embellished with views, portraits, autographs, etc..  Chicago: Fergus Printing Company (printed for the author) (1881).

Found at www.google.com
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NN

Chicago (1820).  Looking west from Lake Michigan shore.
in Hurlbut, Henry H. (1880).   Chicago Antiquities,(comprising original items and relations, letters, extracts, and notes, pertaining to early Chicago; 
embellished with views, portraits, autographs, etc..  Chicago: Fergus Printing Company (printed for the author) (1881).
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John Dean   J. John Dean   J. John Dean   J. John Dean   J. Baptiste Beaubien                       Baptiste Beaubien                       Baptiste Beaubien                       Baptiste Beaubien                       Fort Dearborn                                                   Fort Dearborn                                                   Fort Dearborn                                                   Fort Dearborn                                                   Dr. Wolcott         John  Dr. Wolcott         John  Dr. Wolcott         John  Dr. Wolcott         John  KinzieKinzieKinzieKinzie

NN

Chicago.  Looking west from Lake Michigan shore.
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NN

US Surveyor (1821).  Chicago area survey plat.

The area was surveyed in 1821 as part of the federal land survey of Illinois. The land along the canal corridor was among the earliest land surveyed in 
northern Illinois, since the anticipated canal would presumably prompt land sales nearby before other areas were accessible. The federal land surveys 
typically took brief note of the conditions of the land that was being surveyed. These surveys are the first accurate and reasonably standard descriptions of 
the northern Illinois countryside. 

Found at University of Illinois website (Bridgeport neighborhood).
www.uic.edu/orgs/LockZero/3image/1821a9.html
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NN

Chicago (1833).  Looking west from Lake Michigan shore.
available at Chicago Historical Society (Chicago History Museum).
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NN

Thompson, James (surveyor) (1830).  Chicago.  Looking north from Madison at State..

James Thompson came to Kaskaskia from South Carolina in 1814.  He was a skillful surveyor and prominent local politician in Randolph County, Illinois.  
1830 (August 4), Thompson was a surveyor for the Illinois & Michigan Canal Commission who completed a plat of Chicago (a 267-acre portion of Section 
9, Township 39, Range 14 E of the third principal meridian, a system of surveying governed by the Federal Land Ordinance of 1785. The map was 
lithographed in St. Louis. It was the first effort to give shape and outline to the small settlement and established the foundation for legal titles to Chicago 
real estate. The task completed, Thompson returned home and later became a judge.

In the process, Thompson gave name to many of the downtown streets, including Randolph Street, which he named in honor of his home county. The 
area mapped was bound by what are now Kinzie, Madison, and DesPlaines Street.  In 1830, State, Madison, and DesPlaines streets weren’t named.

It should be realized that until much later in the 1830s the actual settlement was considerably smaller than the area covered by the plat.

The original plat in the Recorder`s Office was destroyed by the 1871 fire, but copies are within the Chicago History Museum (see Maps, 1830, James 
Thompson).

found at http://www.earlychicago.com/encyclopedia.php?letter=T
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Brown, Henry C. (1852).  Reproduction of 1834 map of Chicago lots on record with Cook County clerk.  Found at Illinois Secretary of State website (Illinois 
& Michigan Canal)  www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/i&mpack/i&mexb.html
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Hathaway, Joshua, Jr.   Chicago [cartographic material] : with the school section, Wabansia, and Kinzie’s addition : compiled from the four original 
surveys as filed in the Cook County Clerk’s Office.  New York: Peter A. Meisner (lithographer) (1834) 

Published in Holland, Chicago in maps 1612-2002, p. 62-63. 

Map provided by The Philadelphia Print Shop, Ltd. found at http://www.earlychicago.com/maps.php?map=43
Also Everett D. Graff Collection of Western Americana. Newberry Library Special Collections 4th floor.  Call # VAULT map Graff 1817.  Found at 
http://www.newberry.org/exhibits/images/HathawayChicago.jpg.  
With educational packet found at  www.newberry.org/exhibits/edkits/MMD2.pdf

“The feverish land speculation ignited by plans to construct the Illinois and Michigan Canal prompted Chicago’s first real estate maps. To facilitate the sale 
of his parcels, John H. Kinzie commissioned Joshua Hathaway to produce a revised plat, incorporating the blocks James Thompson had surveyed in 
1830 within a broader area.  When New York lithographer Peter A. Meisner printed 600 copies of Hathaway’s map in 1834, it became the first published 
map of the city. As property values skyrocketed, the population swelled from a few hundred in 1830 to over 4,000 by 1837. After the economic panic of 
1837 ended the real estate frenzy, more than a decade would elapse before another map of the entire city appeared.

“In 1830, the first legal boundaries of the city of Chicago were made, which divided the city into 58 different real estate blocks. Almost immediately 
afterwards, Chicago experienced a real estate boom, due in large part to the anticipated construction of the Illinois & Michigan Canal. As a result, the 
population grew from a few hundred in 1830 to over 4,000 in 1837. The cost of land and the size of plots varied greatly depending on location; $35 (the 
equivalent of nearly $800 today) would purchase a plot just over half an acre in size near Lake Michigan along the Chicago River; $2.50 (the equivalent of 
just over $56 today) would get a person two full acres just west of the Chicago River.  The original real estate blocks of 1830 are still used today …”
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found at http://library.lakeforest.edu/collections/railroad/railmaps/1848.jpg
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Herrick, Mary J.Herrick, Mary J.Herrick, Mary J.Herrick, Mary J.

The Chicago Schools: A Social and Political History  The Chicago Schools: A Social and Political History  The Chicago Schools: A Social and Political History  The Chicago Schools: A Social and Political History  

Beverly Hills/London: Sage PublicationsBeverly Hills/London: Sage PublicationsBeverly Hills/London: Sage PublicationsBeverly Hills/London: Sage Publications
(1971)(1971)(1971)(1971)

Herrick, Mary J. (1971).   The Chicago Schools: A Social and Political History.  Beverly Hills/London: Sage Publications.
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The land sold in 1833 was the The land sold in 1833 was the The land sold in 1833 was the The land sold in 1833 was the 
gift of the federal government.gift of the federal government.gift of the federal government.gift of the federal government.

Congress had stipulated in the Congress had stipulated in the Congress had stipulated in the Congress had stipulated in the 
1785 Ordinance that surveyors 1785 Ordinance that surveyors 1785 Ordinance that surveyors 1785 Ordinance that surveyors 
must mark off one square mile in must mark off one square mile in must mark off one square mile in must mark off one square mile in 
each congressional township for each congressional township for each congressional township for each congressional township for 
a school. a school. a school. a school. 

Section 16 was to be so Section 16 was to be so Section 16 was to be so Section 16 was to be so 
marked.  marked.  marked.  marked.  

The unbelievable waste of this The unbelievable waste of this The unbelievable waste of this The unbelievable waste of this 
gigantic gift to 29 states is one gigantic gift to 29 states is one gigantic gift to 29 states is one gigantic gift to 29 states is one 
of the starkest tragedies in the of the starkest tragedies in the of the starkest tragedies in the of the starkest tragedies in the 
history of the US. history of the US. history of the US. history of the US. 

By 1831, more than 25% of By 1831, more than 25% of By 1831, more than 25% of By 1831, more than 25% of 
985,141 Section 16 acres 985,141 Section 16 acres 985,141 Section 16 acres 985,141 Section 16 acres 
given to Illinois had been sold.given to Illinois had been sold.given to Illinois had been sold.given to Illinois had been sold.

Much of the school land was Much of the school land was Much of the school land was Much of the school land was 
sold for less than $1.25 an acre.sold for less than $1.25 an acre.sold for less than $1.25 an acre.sold for less than $1.25 an acre.

Unscrupulous pioneers cut Unscrupulous pioneers cut Unscrupulous pioneers cut Unscrupulous pioneers cut 
valuable wood off school lands, valuable wood off school lands, valuable wood off school lands, valuable wood off school lands, 
reducing their value further.reducing their value further.reducing their value further.reducing their value further.

The Schools of Frontier Chicago.  Chapter 1 in Herrick, Mary J. (1971).   The Chicago Schools: A Social and Political History.  Beverly Hills/London: Sage 
Publications.



62

Chicago's Section 16 had Chicago's Section 16 had Chicago's Section 16 had Chicago's Section 16 had 
been kept intact and in 1833 it been kept intact and in 1833 it been kept intact and in 1833 it been kept intact and in 1833 it 
yielded a hypothetical school yielded a hypothetical school yielded a hypothetical school yielded a hypothetical school 
fund of $38,619 paying interest.fund of $38,619 paying interest.fund of $38,619 paying interest.fund of $38,619 paying interest.

Four blocks werenFour blocks werenFour blocks werenFour blocks weren’’’’t sold.  t sold.  t sold.  t sold.  

TheyTheyTheyThey’’’’re the blocks along the re the blocks along the re the blocks along the re the blocks along the 
river between Polk and river between Polk and river between Polk and river between Polk and 
Harrison, and at the northwest Harrison, and at the northwest Harrison, and at the northwest Harrison, and at the northwest 
corner of Madison and corner of Madison and corner of Madison and corner of Madison and 
HalstedHalstedHalstedHalsted, and at the northeast , and at the northeast , and at the northeast , and at the northeast 
corner State and Madison.corner State and Madison.corner State and Madison.corner State and Madison.

The four scraps brought no The four scraps brought no The four scraps brought no The four scraps brought no 
revenue for 10 years. revenue for 10 years. revenue for 10 years. revenue for 10 years. 

In 1843, the State and In 1843, the State and In 1843, the State and In 1843, the State and 
Madison block was  divided into Madison block was  divided into Madison block was  divided into Madison block was  divided into 
16 lots that were rented on a 716 lots that were rented on a 716 lots that were rented on a 716 lots that were rented on a 7----
year lease for year lease for year lease for year lease for ‘‘‘‘no less than $30no less than $30no less than $30no less than $30’’’’
a year.a year.a year.a year.

The other two scraps were The other two scraps were The other two scraps were The other two scraps were 
rented out for agricultural rented out for agricultural rented out for agricultural rented out for agricultural 
purposes.purposes.purposes.purposes.

The Schools of Frontier Chicago.  Chapter 1 in Herrick, Mary J. (1971).   The Chicago Schools: A Social and Political History.  Beverly Hills/London: Sage 
Publications.
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Lieutenant Hamilton Lieutenant Hamilton Lieutenant Hamilton Lieutenant Hamilton ---- whowhowhowho’’’’d d d d 
been in Chicago as an officer at been in Chicago as an officer at been in Chicago as an officer at been in Chicago as an officer at 
Fort Dearborn since 1812, and Fort Dearborn since 1812, and Fort Dearborn since 1812, and Fort Dearborn since 1812, and 
was a son of Alexander was a son of Alexander was a son of Alexander was a son of Alexander 
Hamilton Hamilton Hamilton Hamilton ---- was disturbed by the was disturbed by the was disturbed by the was disturbed by the 
demand that school land be sold demand that school land be sold demand that school land be sold demand that school land be sold 
so soon in the development of so soon in the development of so soon in the development of so soon in the development of 
Chicago.Chicago.Chicago.Chicago.

Only 12 families with children Only 12 families with children Only 12 families with children Only 12 families with children 
lived around the fort in 1830.  lived around the fort in 1830.  lived around the fort in 1830.  lived around the fort in 1830.  

Less than 30 children lived near Less than 30 children lived near Less than 30 children lived near Less than 30 children lived near 
the fort in 1832, and there were the fort in 1832, and there were the fort in 1832, and there were the fort in 1832, and there were 
no more children in 1833.no more children in 1833.no more children in 1833.no more children in 1833.

Two of every three adults were Two of every three adults were Two of every three adults were Two of every three adults were 
men out to make their fortunes men out to make their fortunes men out to make their fortunes men out to make their fortunes 
as fast as they could and as fast as they could and as fast as they could and as fast as they could and 
without scruples.without scruples.without scruples.without scruples.

Hamilton doubted that men who Hamilton doubted that men who Hamilton doubted that men who Hamilton doubted that men who 
scrawled their names on the scrawled their names on the scrawled their names on the scrawled their names on the 
petition were concerned about petition were concerned about petition were concerned about petition were concerned about 
schools for other peoples' schools for other peoples' schools for other peoples' schools for other peoples' 
children rather than getting land children rather than getting land children rather than getting land children rather than getting land 
cheap for themselves for cheap for themselves for cheap for themselves for cheap for themselves for 
speculation.speculation.speculation.speculation.
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The town druggist publicly The town druggist publicly The town druggist publicly The town druggist publicly 
challenged some of the names as challenged some of the names as challenged some of the names as challenged some of the names as 
fraudulent fraudulent fraudulent fraudulent ---- their owners could their owners could their owners could their owners could 
not legally be voters.not legally be voters.not legally be voters.not legally be voters.

Nonetheless, the new town Nonetheless, the new town Nonetheless, the new town Nonetheless, the new town 
government accepted the government accepted the government accepted the government accepted the 
petition.petition.petition.petition.

Hamilton had to arrange the Hamilton had to arrange the Hamilton had to arrange the Hamilton had to arrange the 
sale because state law required sale because state law required sale because state law required sale because state law required 
the sale of school land as soon the sale of school land as soon the sale of school land as soon the sale of school land as soon 
as 75% of white voters in a as 75% of white voters in a as 75% of white voters in a as 75% of white voters in a 
township so asked.township so asked.township so asked.township so asked.

Hamilton reserved for himself Hamilton reserved for himself Hamilton reserved for himself Hamilton reserved for himself 
the four blocks he didnthe four blocks he didnthe four blocks he didnthe four blocks he didn’’’’t sell, t sell, t sell, t sell, 
including a block at State and including a block at State and including a block at State and including a block at State and 
Madison that was likely to be Madison that was likely to be Madison that was likely to be Madison that was likely to be 
the most valuable block in the the most valuable block in the the most valuable block in the the most valuable block in the 
school section.school section.school section.school section.
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The average return on an acre The average return on an acre The average return on an acre The average return on an acre 
of school land was $67; and of school land was $67; and of school land was $67; and of school land was $67; and 
most of the $38,620 realized by most of the $38,620 realized by most of the $38,620 realized by most of the $38,620 realized by 
the sale was in promises to pay.  the sale was in promises to pay.  the sale was in promises to pay.  the sale was in promises to pay.  

Hamilton and Bates didnHamilton and Bates didnHamilton and Bates didnHamilton and Bates didn’’’’t act t act t act t act 
in collusion with land in collusion with land in collusion with land in collusion with land 
speculators, but, within two speculators, but, within two speculators, but, within two speculators, but, within two 
years, adjacent land  along the years, adjacent land  along the years, adjacent land  along the years, adjacent land  along the 
IllinoisIllinoisIllinoisIllinois----Michigan canal route, Michigan canal route, Michigan canal route, Michigan canal route, 
sold for fivesold for fivesold for fivesold for five----times the price.times the price.times the price.times the price.

Hamilton, who was also in Hamilton, who was also in Hamilton, who was also in Hamilton, who was also in 
charge of canal land auctions, charge of canal land auctions, charge of canal land auctions, charge of canal land auctions, 
told men at the school land told men at the school land told men at the school land told men at the school land 
auction that Chicago would auction that Chicago would auction that Chicago would auction that Chicago would 
have 50,000 people some day. have 50,000 people some day. have 50,000 people some day. have 50,000 people some day. 

The men scoffed and bought The men scoffed and bought The men scoffed and bought The men scoffed and bought 
low.low.low.low.

State law allowed purchasers of State law allowed purchasers of State law allowed purchasers of State law allowed purchasers of 
school land three years to pay school land three years to pay school land three years to pay school land three years to pay 
the auction price in full if they the auction price in full if they the auction price in full if they the auction price in full if they 
paid 10% interest in advance.paid 10% interest in advance.paid 10% interest in advance.paid 10% interest in advance.

A 40A 40A 40A 40----foot lot on State sold for foot lot on State sold for foot lot on State sold for foot lot on State sold for 
an average price of $20, for an average price of $20, for an average price of $20, for an average price of $20, for 
which the purchaser need pay which the purchaser need pay which the purchaser need pay which the purchaser need pay 
only $2 down.only $2 down.only $2 down.only $2 down.

HeHeHeHe’’’’d be able to sell the lot for d be able to sell the lot for d be able to sell the lot for d be able to sell the lot for 
$20 or more in a few months in $20 or more in a few months in $20 or more in a few months in $20 or more in a few months in 
cash, and buy new land on the cash, and buy new land on the cash, and buy new land on the cash, and buy new land on the 
same margin.same margin.same margin.same margin.
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Millions of acres granted to the Millions of acres granted to the Millions of acres granted to the Millions of acres granted to the 
states by Congress for schools states by Congress for schools states by Congress for schools states by Congress for schools 
had already been sold at $1 per had already been sold at $1 per had already been sold at $1 per had already been sold at $1 per 
acre or less.acre or less.acre or less.acre or less.

Illinois law said that income from Illinois law said that income from Illinois law said that income from Illinois law said that income from 
school lands was to be divided school lands was to be divided school lands was to be divided school lands was to be divided 
among the schools of the among the schools of the among the schools of the among the schools of the 
township that admitted orphans township that admitted orphans township that admitted orphans township that admitted orphans 
and indigent scholars and tallied and indigent scholars and tallied and indigent scholars and tallied and indigent scholars and tallied 
the number of children enrolled the number of children enrolled the number of children enrolled the number of children enrolled 
and days attended.  and days attended.  and days attended.  and days attended.  

Teachers didnTeachers didnTeachers didnTeachers didn’’’’t have to admit t have to admit t have to admit t have to admit 
pauper children who were bound pauper children who were bound pauper children who were bound pauper children who were bound 
out, if their masters promised to out, if their masters promised to out, if their masters promised to out, if their masters promised to 
teach them to read and write.teach them to read and write.teach them to read and write.teach them to read and write.

In 1832, Hamilton had donated In 1832, Hamilton had donated In 1832, Hamilton had donated In 1832, Hamilton had donated 
a 12a 12a 12a 12----foot square log stable foot square log stable foot square log stable foot square log stable 
north of the river for a school; north of the river for a school; north of the river for a school; north of the river for a school; 
and John Watkins, a young and John Watkins, a young and John Watkins, a young and John Watkins, a young 
Easterner, taught reading to Easterner, taught reading to Easterner, taught reading to Easterner, taught reading to 
four white and eight Indian four white and eight Indian four white and eight Indian four white and eight Indian 
children seated on old boxes.children seated on old boxes.children seated on old boxes.children seated on old boxes.

A school at the Presbyterian A school at the Presbyterian A school at the Presbyterian A school at the Presbyterian 
church served 20 children.  The church served 20 children.  The church served 20 children.  The church served 20 children.  The 
Baptist church taught a handful Baptist church taught a handful Baptist church taught a handful Baptist church taught a handful 
of boys.of boys.of boys.of boys.

Before the sale of school land Before the sale of school land Before the sale of school land Before the sale of school land 
created a school fund, school created a school fund, school created a school fund, school created a school fund, school 
income was limited to the $2 per income was limited to the $2 per income was limited to the $2 per income was limited to the $2 per 
quarter per child that parents quarter per child that parents quarter per child that parents quarter per child that parents 
paid.paid.paid.paid.
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At the end of 1837, Chicago At the end of 1837, Chicago At the end of 1837, Chicago At the end of 1837, Chicago 
had 4,000 people and five had 4,000 people and five had 4,000 people and five had 4,000 people and five 
schools that served 325 schools that served 325 schools that served 325 schools that served 325 
children.children.children.children.

The schools were closed The schools were closed The schools were closed The schools were closed 
because wild speculation in because wild speculation in because wild speculation in because wild speculation in 
Chicago real estate led to a Chicago real estate led to a Chicago real estate led to a Chicago real estate led to a 
nationnationnationnation----wide depression and wide depression and wide depression and wide depression and 
interest income from the school interest income from the school interest income from the school interest income from the school 
fund dried up.fund dried up.fund dried up.fund dried up.

Also in 1837, Chicago leaders Also in 1837, Chicago leaders Also in 1837, Chicago leaders Also in 1837, Chicago leaders 
asked for and got a new city asked for and got a new city asked for and got a new city asked for and got a new city 
charter from the state charter from the state charter from the state charter from the state 
legislature.legislature.legislature.legislature.

It created six wards to elect one It created six wards to elect one It created six wards to elect one It created six wards to elect one 
aldermen each to a city council.aldermen each to a city council.aldermen each to a city council.aldermen each to a city council.
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The state required the City The state required the City The state required the City The state required the City 
Council to consider a report by Council to consider a report by Council to consider a report by Council to consider a report by 
the County Commissioner of the County Commissioner of the County Commissioner of the County Commissioner of 
School  Lands regarding rental School  Lands regarding rental School  Lands regarding rental School  Lands regarding rental 
income from unsold school land income from unsold school land income from unsold school land income from unsold school land 
and the status of the countyand the status of the countyand the status of the countyand the status of the county----
wide school fund.wide school fund.wide school fund.wide school fund.

Chicago would divide its share Chicago would divide its share Chicago would divide its share Chicago would divide its share 
of the school fund among the of the school fund among the of the school fund among the of the school fund among the 
schools; and appoint seven schools; and appoint seven schools; and appoint seven schools; and appoint seven 
school inspectors to manage the school inspectors to manage the school inspectors to manage the school inspectors to manage the 
distribution.distribution.distribution.distribution.

The county could create school The county could create school The county could create school The county could create school 
districts, the inhabitants of districts, the inhabitants of districts, the inhabitants of districts, the inhabitants of 
which would elect three trustees.which would elect three trustees.which would elect three trustees.which would elect three trustees.

The trustees had the power to The trustees had the power to The trustees had the power to The trustees had the power to 
levy a local school tax equal to levy a local school tax equal to levy a local school tax equal to levy a local school tax equal to 
or less than 0.5% of the or less than 0.5% of the or less than 0.5% of the or less than 0.5% of the 
assessed valuation of property assessed valuation of property assessed valuation of property assessed valuation of property 
in the district.in the district.in the district.in the district.

There was no punishment for There was no punishment for There was no punishment for There was no punishment for 
failure to pay the tax, and no  failure to pay the tax, and no  failure to pay the tax, and no  failure to pay the tax, and no  
one really paid it.one really paid it.one really paid it.one really paid it.

The Schools of Frontier Chicago.  Chapter 1 in Herrick, Mary J. (1971).   The Chicago Schools: A Social and Political History.  Beverly Hills/London: Sage 
Publications.



69

Chicago officials steadily Chicago officials steadily Chicago officials steadily Chicago officials steadily 
extended their control over extended their control over extended their control over extended their control over 
schools.  schools.  schools.  schools.  

In 1839 the state amended the In 1839 the state amended the In 1839 the state amended the In 1839 the state amended the 
1837 Chicago charter to give 1837 Chicago charter to give 1837 Chicago charter to give 1837 Chicago charter to give 
the City Council, instead of the City Council, instead of the City Council, instead of the City Council, instead of 
Cook County, full control of Cook County, full control of Cook County, full control of Cook County, full control of 
school lands and the school school lands and the school school lands and the school school lands and the school 
fund, as well as the power to fund, as well as the power to fund, as well as the power to fund, as well as the power to 
appoint trustees and control all appoint trustees and control all appoint trustees and control all appoint trustees and control all 
school contracts.school contracts.school contracts.school contracts.

School contracts had become  School contracts had become  School contracts had become  School contracts had become  
big enough to be politically big enough to be politically big enough to be politically big enough to be politically 
useful.useful.useful.useful.

Chicago graduated from a Chicago graduated from a Chicago graduated from a Chicago graduated from a 
stinking bog to a mud hole in the stinking bog to a mud hole in the stinking bog to a mud hole in the stinking bog to a mud hole in the 
prairie.prairie.prairie.prairie.

In 1837In 1837In 1837In 1837----1841, life in Chicago 1841, life in Chicago 1841, life in Chicago 1841, life in Chicago 
was bleak. Land speculators was bleak. Land speculators was bleak. Land speculators was bleak. Land speculators 
departed and the citydeparted and the citydeparted and the citydeparted and the city’’’’s seven s seven s seven s seven 
little churches lost most of their little churches lost most of their little churches lost most of their little churches lost most of their 
congregations.congregations.congregations.congregations.

Chicago had accumulated a Chicago had accumulated a Chicago had accumulated a Chicago had accumulated a 
$2.85 per capita debt that it $2.85 per capita debt that it $2.85 per capita debt that it $2.85 per capita debt that it 
couldncouldncouldncouldn’’’’t pay because of the the t pay because of the the t pay because of the the t pay because of the the 
depression it set off in 1837.depression it set off in 1837.depression it set off in 1837.depression it set off in 1837.

City employees and creditors City employees and creditors City employees and creditors City employees and creditors 
were paid in were paid in were paid in were paid in ‘‘‘‘scripscripscripscrip’’’’ at a 40% at a 40% at a 40% at a 40% 
discount.discount.discount.discount.
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Illinois went bankrupt in 1841 Illinois went bankrupt in 1841 Illinois went bankrupt in 1841 Illinois went bankrupt in 1841 
and paid only 20% of what it was and paid only 20% of what it was and paid only 20% of what it was and paid only 20% of what it was 
supposed to pay on supposed to pay on supposed to pay on supposed to pay on 
outstanding bonds.outstanding bonds.outstanding bonds.outstanding bonds.

IllinoisIllinoisIllinoisIllinois’’’’ internal improvement internal improvement internal improvement internal improvement 
program died and work on the program died and work on the program died and work on the program died and work on the 
canal stopped.canal stopped.canal stopped.canal stopped.

Irish laborers who dug the canal Irish laborers who dug the canal Irish laborers who dug the canal Irish laborers who dug the canal 
had arrived penniless from the had arrived penniless from the had arrived penniless from the had arrived penniless from the 
1840 potato famine.1840 potato famine.1840 potato famine.1840 potato famine.

In 1843, 37% (2,256 of 6,082) In 1843, 37% (2,256 of 6,082) In 1843, 37% (2,256 of 6,082) In 1843, 37% (2,256 of 6,082) 
Chicago inhabitants were Chicago inhabitants were Chicago inhabitants were Chicago inhabitants were 
foreignforeignforeignforeign----born born born born ---- 13% Irish, 13% 13% Irish, 13% 13% Irish, 13% 13% Irish, 13% 
German and Norwegian, 11% German and Norwegian, 11% German and Norwegian, 11% German and Norwegian, 11% 
other European and Canadian.other European and Canadian.other European and Canadian.other European and Canadian.

The city paid little attention to The city paid little attention to The city paid little attention to The city paid little attention to 
schools in the confusion of schools in the confusion of schools in the confusion of schools in the confusion of 
unemployment and depression.unemployment and depression.unemployment and depression.unemployment and depression.

In 1837, schools had $3,062 for In 1837, schools had $3,062 for In 1837, schools had $3,062 for In 1837, schools had $3,062 for 
325 children.325 children.325 children.325 children.

In 1841, schools had $3,007 for In 1841, schools had $3,007 for In 1841, schools had $3,007 for In 1841, schools had $3,007 for 
325 children.325 children.325 children.325 children.

Schools gave more children to Schools gave more children to Schools gave more children to Schools gave more children to 
teachers to reduce the number teachers to reduce the number teachers to reduce the number teachers to reduce the number 
of teachers and keep schools of teachers and keep schools of teachers and keep schools of teachers and keep schools 
open.open.open.open.
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The depression ended in 1842, The depression ended in 1842, The depression ended in 1842, The depression ended in 1842, 
and the city flourished again.and the city flourished again.and the city flourished again.and the city flourished again.

Real estate speculation Real estate speculation Real estate speculation Real estate speculation 
resumed.resumed.resumed.resumed.

In 1841, 212 bushels of grain In 1841, 212 bushels of grain In 1841, 212 bushels of grain In 1841, 212 bushels of grain 
passed through the city.passed through the city.passed through the city.passed through the city.

In 1842, 586,907 bushels of In 1842, 586,907 bushels of In 1842, 586,907 bushels of In 1842, 586,907 bushels of 
grain passed through the city.grain passed through the city.grain passed through the city.grain passed through the city.

In 1846, 70,000 wagons In 1846, 70,000 wagons In 1846, 70,000 wagons In 1846, 70,000 wagons 
trundled their loads into the city.trundled their loads into the city.trundled their loads into the city.trundled their loads into the city.

In 1848, the canal was ready In 1848, the canal was ready In 1848, the canal was ready In 1848, the canal was ready 
and cut two weeks off the and cut two weeks off the and cut two weeks off the and cut two weeks off the 
shipment of sugar from New shipment of sugar from New shipment of sugar from New shipment of sugar from New 
Orleans to Buffalo; and Orleans to Buffalo; and Orleans to Buffalo; and Orleans to Buffalo; and 
farmers began to buy farmers began to buy farmers began to buy farmers began to buy 
McCormick reapers.McCormick reapers.McCormick reapers.McCormick reapers.

In 1850, ChicagoIn 1850, ChicagoIn 1850, ChicagoIn 1850, Chicago’’’’s city council s city council s city council s city council 
sold Fort Dearborn to the sold Fort Dearborn to the sold Fort Dearborn to the sold Fort Dearborn to the 
Illinois Central Railroad for Illinois Central Railroad for Illinois Central Railroad for Illinois Central Railroad for 
$45,000.$45,000.$45,000.$45,000.

Illinois gave IC 200 feet on both Illinois gave IC 200 feet on both Illinois gave IC 200 feet on both Illinois gave IC 200 feet on both 
sides of its rightsides of its rightsides of its rightsides of its right----ofofofof----way.way.way.way.
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In 1852, Chicago gave IC the In 1852, Chicago gave IC the In 1852, Chicago gave IC the In 1852, Chicago gave IC the 
whole lakefront on the condition whole lakefront on the condition whole lakefront on the condition whole lakefront on the condition 
that IC build a breakwater.that IC build a breakwater.that IC build a breakwater.that IC build a breakwater.

Chicago got the breakwater; Chicago got the breakwater; Chicago got the breakwater; Chicago got the breakwater; 
and Illinois officials got 7% of and Illinois officials got 7% of and Illinois officials got 7% of and Illinois officials got 7% of 
the railroadthe railroadthe railroadthe railroad’’’’s income.s income.s income.s income.

In 1854, six railroads had 2,933 In 1854, six railroads had 2,933 In 1854, six railroads had 2,933 In 1854, six railroads had 2,933 
miles of track heading to miles of track heading to miles of track heading to miles of track heading to 
Chicago.Chicago.Chicago.Chicago.

Chicago real estate values Chicago real estate values Chicago real estate values Chicago real estate values 
skyrocketed.skyrocketed.skyrocketed.skyrocketed.

The valuation of real estate for The valuation of real estate for The valuation of real estate for The valuation of real estate for 
tax purposes increased from tax purposes increased from tax purposes increased from tax purposes increased from 
$238,842 in 1837 to $238,842 in 1837 to $238,842 in 1837 to $238,842 in 1837 to 
$4,995,466 in 1847, even $4,995,466 in 1847, even $4,995,466 in 1847, even $4,995,466 in 1847, even 
before the canal and railroads before the canal and railroads before the canal and railroads before the canal and railroads 
began to operate.began to operate.began to operate.began to operate.
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School land at State & School land at State & School land at State & School land at State & 
Madison valued at $20 in 1833 Madison valued at $20 in 1833 Madison valued at $20 in 1833 Madison valued at $20 in 1833 
was valued at $17,500 in 1851 was valued at $17,500 in 1851 was valued at $17,500 in 1851 was valued at $17,500 in 1851 
and $40,000 in 1855.and $40,000 in 1855.and $40,000 in 1855.and $40,000 in 1855.

In 1837In 1837In 1837In 1837----1847, Chicago 1847, Chicago 1847, Chicago 1847, Chicago 
population increased 450% population increased 450% population increased 450% population increased 450% 
percent.percent.percent.percent.

School spending rose three School spending rose three School spending rose three School spending rose three 
times, but new wealth had no times, but new wealth had no times, but new wealth had no times, but new wealth had no 
influence on the fixed amount of influence on the fixed amount of influence on the fixed amount of influence on the fixed amount of 
the school fund or even the the school fund or even the the school fund or even the the school fund or even the 
rental income established by 7rental income established by 7rental income established by 7rental income established by 7----
year leases on unsold school year leases on unsold school year leases on unsold school year leases on unsold school 
land in 1843.land in 1843.land in 1843.land in 1843.

In 1843, the student:teacher In 1843, the student:teacher In 1843, the student:teacher In 1843, the student:teacher 
ratio was 102:1 (eight teachers ratio was 102:1 (eight teachers ratio was 102:1 (eight teachers ratio was 102:1 (eight teachers 
for 818 children).for 818 children).for 818 children).for 818 children).

In 1845, the paper value of the In 1845, the paper value of the In 1845, the paper value of the In 1845, the paper value of the 
school fund was $46,848, but school fund was $46,848, but school fund was $46,848, but school fund was $46,848, but 
Chicago officials had invested Chicago officials had invested Chicago officials had invested Chicago officials had invested 
the fund unwisely and lost the fund unwisely and lost the fund unwisely and lost the fund unwisely and lost 
$16,300.$16,300.$16,300.$16,300.

The city donated tax revenue The city donated tax revenue The city donated tax revenue The city donated tax revenue 
to the schools and reduced the to the schools and reduced the to the schools and reduced the to the schools and reduced the 
student:teacher ratio to 78:1.student:teacher ratio to 78:1.student:teacher ratio to 78:1.student:teacher ratio to 78:1.

Less than 10% of children aged Less than 10% of children aged Less than 10% of children aged Less than 10% of children aged 
5555----21  enrolled in schools, and 21  enrolled in schools, and 21  enrolled in schools, and 21  enrolled in schools, and 
only two of three attended only two of three attended only two of three attended only two of three attended 
school on any one day.school on any one day.school on any one day.school on any one day.
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Purchaser Legal Description Township Section Range Meridian Purchase Date  

         

 HERRICK E W NESW 37N 21 12E 3 05/09/1851  

 HERRICK E W W2SW 37N 23 12E 3 05/09/1851  

 HERRICK E W W2SW 37N 23 12E 3 05/09/1851  

 HERRICK E W FRSFEEDE2NW 37N 31 12E 3 05/09/1851  

 HERRICK E W NENE 37N 19 12E 3 05/10/1855  

 HERRICK E W W2NW 37N 23 11E 3 05/10/1855  

 HERRICK EDWIN E2SE 39N 24 12E 3 06/16/1835  

 HERRICK EDWIN E2SW 39N 24 12E 3 06/16/1835  

 HERRICK EDWIN W2SE 39N 24 12E 3 06/16/1835  

 HERRICK EDWIN W2SW 39N 24 12E 3 06/16/1835  

 HERRICK ELIJAH W FRSFRE2NW 37N 21 12E 3 05/09/1851  

 HERRICK ELIJAH W NESW 37N 21 12E 3 05/09/1851  

 HERRICK ELIJAH W L3BL49CHIOT     10/05/1843  

 HERRICK ELIJAH W S2L6B46CHIOT     10/05/1843  

 HERRICK ELIJAH W L1BL52CHIOTV     10/05/1843  

 HERRICK ELIJAH W E2E2L2B53CHI     10/05/1843  

 HERRICK FLETCHER H NESW 35N 11 14E 3 05/23/1848  

 HERRICK FLETCHER H NWNE 42N 12 12E 3 05/26/1847  

 HERRICK LUTHER NW 41N 20 09E 3 01/05/1843  

 HERRICK LUTHER SW 41N 17 09E 3 02/08/1843  

 

Original public land sales in Cook County, Illinois, to people named Herrick
Mary Herrick’s father was a Chicago Public Schools high school principal.  Ms. Herrick herself was a CPS high school history teacher.  Her family was 
part of the problem.  The grief she expressed at the tragic disappearance of school lands nationwide is a bit like a Mafia don daubing the tears from his 
eyes at the wake of a person on whom he’d ordered a hit.
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Porter, Noah (editor).  Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary. Published by G. & C. Merriam Co. (1913).

found at machaut.uchicago.edu
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Reservation (noun):Reservation (noun):Reservation (noun):Reservation (noun):
1.  Act of reserving, or keeping 1.  Act of reserving, or keeping 1.  Act of reserving, or keeping 1.  Act of reserving, or keeping 
back; concealment, or back; concealment, or back; concealment, or back; concealment, or 
withholding from disclosure; withholding from disclosure; withholding from disclosure; withholding from disclosure; 
reserve.  (Adam Smith)reserve.  (Adam Smith)reserve.  (Adam Smith)reserve.  (Adam Smith)
Shakespeare: with reservation Shakespeare: with reservation Shakespeare: with reservation Shakespeare: with reservation 
of an hundred knights.of an hundred knights.of an hundred knights.of an hundred knights.
Shakespeare: Make some Shakespeare: Make some Shakespeare: Make some Shakespeare: Make some 
reservation of your wrongs. reservation of your wrongs. reservation of your wrongs. reservation of your wrongs. 

2. Something withheld, either 2. Something withheld, either 2. Something withheld, either 2. Something withheld, either 
not expressed or disclosed, or not expressed or disclosed, or not expressed or disclosed, or not expressed or disclosed, or 
not given up or brought forward. not given up or brought forward. not given up or brought forward. not given up or brought forward. 
(Dryden)(Dryden)(Dryden)(Dryden)

3. Tract of the public land 3. Tract of the public land 3. Tract of the public land 3. Tract of the public land 
reserved for some special use, reserved for some special use, reserved for some special use, reserved for some special use, 
as for schools, for the use of as for schools, for the use of as for schools, for the use of as for schools, for the use of 
Indians, etc.  (US)Indians, etc.  (US)Indians, etc.  (US)Indians, etc.  (US)

5. (a) Clause in an instrument by 5. (a) Clause in an instrument by 5. (a) Clause in an instrument by 5. (a) Clause in an instrument by 
which some new thing is reserved which some new thing is reserved which some new thing is reserved which some new thing is reserved 
out of the thing granted, and not out of the thing granted, and not out of the thing granted, and not out of the thing granted, and not 
inininin esseesseesseesse before; (b) proviso. before; (b) proviso. before; (b) proviso. before; (b) proviso. 
(Kent)(Kent)(Kent)(Kent)

6. (a) Portion of the sacramental 6. (a) Portion of the sacramental 6. (a) Portion of the sacramental 6. (a) Portion of the sacramental 
elements reserved for purposes elements reserved for purposes elements reserved for purposes elements reserved for purposes 
of devotion and for the of devotion and for the of devotion and for the of devotion and for the 
communion of the absent and communion of the absent and communion of the absent and communion of the absent and 
sick; (b) term of canon law that sick; (b) term of canon law that sick; (b) term of canon law that sick; (b) term of canon law that 
means the pope appoints means the pope appoints means the pope appoints means the pope appoints 
certain benefices.certain benefices.certain benefices.certain benefices.

Porter, Noah (editor).  Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary. Published by G. & C. Merriam Co. (1913).

found at machaut.uchicago.edu
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American Heritage Dictionary (editors)American Heritage Dictionary (editors)American Heritage Dictionary (editors)American Heritage Dictionary (editors)

Roget's II: The New ThesaurusRoget's II: The New ThesaurusRoget's II: The New ThesaurusRoget's II: The New Thesaurus

Boston, Houghton Mifflin CompanyBoston, Houghton Mifflin CompanyBoston, Houghton Mifflin CompanyBoston, Houghton Mifflin Company

(1980)(1980)(1980)(1980)

American Heritage Dictionary (editors) (1980).  Roget's II: The New Thesaurus.  Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company.
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reservation (noun):reservation (noun):reservation (noun):reservation (noun):
(1) Public land kept for a special (1) Public land kept for a special (1) Public land kept for a special (1) Public land kept for a special 
purpose: an Indian reservation; a purpose: an Indian reservation; a purpose: an Indian reservation; a purpose: an Indian reservation; a 
reservation for wildlife;reservation for wildlife;reservation for wildlife;reservation for wildlife;

reserve (noun):reserve (noun):reserve (noun):reserve (noun):
(2) A supply stored or hidden (2) A supply stored or hidden (2) A supply stored or hidden (2) A supply stored or hidden 
for future use; (3) Public land for future use; (3) Public land for future use; (3) Public land for future use; (3) Public land 
kept for a special purpose.kept for a special purpose.kept for a special purpose.kept for a special purpose.

reserve (verb):reserve (verb):reserve (verb):reserve (verb):
(1) to claim in advance; (1) to claim in advance; (1) to claim in advance; (1) to claim in advance; 
(2) to have and maintain in one's (2) to have and maintain in one's (2) to have and maintain in one's (2) to have and maintain in one's 
possession.possession.possession.possession.

reserves (noun):reserves (noun):reserves (noun):reserves (noun):
The ability and means to meet The ability and means to meet The ability and means to meet The ability and means to meet 
situations effectively.situations effectively.situations effectively.situations effectively.

reservoir (noun):reservoir (noun):reservoir (noun):reservoir (noun):
A supply stored or hidden for A supply stored or hidden for A supply stored or hidden for A supply stored or hidden for 
future use.future use.future use.future use.

American Heritage Dictionary (editors) (1980).  Roget's II: The New Thesaurus.  Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company.
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WordsmythWordsmythWordsmythWordsmythDictionary Dictionary Dictionary Dictionary ---- ThesaurusThesaurusThesaurusThesaurus

found at www.found at www.found at www.found at www.wordsmythwordsmythwordsmythwordsmyth.net/.net/.net/.net/

Wordsmyth Dictionary - Thesaurus.

found at www.wordsmyth.net/
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Reservation (noun):Reservation (noun):Reservation (noun):Reservation (noun):
1. an exception, limitation, or 1. an exception, limitation, or 1. an exception, limitation, or 1. an exception, limitation, or 
qualification, or the act of qualification, or the act of qualification, or the act of qualification, or the act of 
limiting or qualifying one's limiting or qualifying one's limiting or qualifying one's limiting or qualifying one's 
acceptance, belief, or the like. acceptance, belief, or the like. acceptance, belief, or the like. acceptance, belief, or the like. 

Example   I have reservations Example   I have reservations Example   I have reservations Example   I have reservations 
about taking this job. about taking this job. about taking this job. about taking this job. 

Synonyms: doubt, second Synonyms: doubt, second Synonyms: doubt, second Synonyms: doubt, second 
thought, qualm, suspicion.thought, qualm, suspicion.thought, qualm, suspicion.thought, qualm, suspicion.

Related words: hold, mistrust,  Related words: hold, mistrust,  Related words: hold, mistrust,  Related words: hold, mistrust,  
objection, arrangement.objection, arrangement.objection, arrangement.objection, arrangement.

2. the act of setting aside or 2. the act of setting aside or 2. the act of setting aside or 2. the act of setting aside or 
withholding.  withholding.  withholding.  withholding.  

3. arrangement made in advance, 3. arrangement made in advance, 3. arrangement made in advance, 3. arrangement made in advance, 
usually to secure travel, usually to secure travel, usually to secure travel, usually to secure travel, 
overnight lodging, or a table in a overnight lodging, or a table in a overnight lodging, or a table in a overnight lodging, or a table in a 
restaurant.  restaurant.  restaurant.  restaurant.  

Synonyms: prearrangement,  Synonyms: prearrangement,  Synonyms: prearrangement,  Synonyms: prearrangement,  
booking,  booking,  booking,  booking,  

4. an area of land set aside by 4. an area of land set aside by 4. an area of land set aside by 4. an area of land set aside by 
the U.S. Government for the the U.S. Government for the the U.S. Government for the the U.S. Government for the 
use of American Indians.use of American Indians.use of American Indians.use of American Indians.

Wordsmyth Dictionary - Thesaurus.

found at www.wordsmyth.net/
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Morris Morris Morris Morris BirkbeckBirkbeckBirkbeckBirkbeck

Notes on a Journey in America from the Coast of Virginia to Notes on a Journey in America from the Coast of Virginia to Notes on a Journey in America from the Coast of Virginia to Notes on a Journey in America from the Coast of Virginia to 
the Territory of Illinois (2nd edition)the Territory of Illinois (2nd edition)the Territory of Illinois (2nd edition)the Territory of Illinois (2nd edition)

London: Severn & Co.London: Severn & Co.London: Severn & Co.London: Severn & Co.

(1818)(1818)(1818)(1818)

Birkbeck, Morris (1818).  Notes on a Journey in America from the Coast of Virginia to the Territory of Illinois (2nd edition).  London: Severn & Co.
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At Chillicothe, Ohio (page 70):At Chillicothe, Ohio (page 70):At Chillicothe, Ohio (page 70):At Chillicothe, Ohio (page 70):

At the office for the disposal At the office for the disposal At the office for the disposal At the office for the disposal 
of the public lands, the business of the public lands, the business of the public lands, the business of the public lands, the business 
is conducted with great is conducted with great is conducted with great is conducted with great 
exactness, on a principle of exactness, on a principle of exactness, on a principle of exactness, on a principle of 
checks, which are said to checks, which are said to checks, which are said to checks, which are said to 
prevent the abuses formerly prevent the abuses formerly prevent the abuses formerly prevent the abuses formerly 
prevailing among the landprevailing among the landprevailing among the landprevailing among the land----
jobbers and surveyor.jobbers and surveyor.jobbers and surveyor.jobbers and surveyor.

At Princeton, Indiana (page At Princeton, Indiana (page At Princeton, Indiana (page At Princeton, Indiana (page 
112):112):112):112):

It seems that some irregularities It seems that some irregularities It seems that some irregularities It seems that some irregularities 
exist, or are suspected in the exist, or are suspected in the exist, or are suspected in the exist, or are suspected in the 
proceedings of certain of the proceedings of certain of the proceedings of certain of the proceedings of certain of the 
offices which are established for offices which are established for offices which are established for offices which are established for 
the sale of public lands.  the sale of public lands.  the sale of public lands.  the sale of public lands.  

Whilst we were at Vincennes, a Whilst we were at Vincennes, a Whilst we were at Vincennes, a Whilst we were at Vincennes, a 
confidential individual from the confidential individual from the confidential individual from the confidential individual from the 
federal city made his federal city made his federal city made his federal city made his 
appearance at the land office appearance at the land office appearance at the land office appearance at the land office 
there, with authority to inspect there, with authority to inspect there, with authority to inspect there, with authority to inspect 
and examine on the spot.and examine on the spot.and examine on the spot.and examine on the spot.

Birkbeck, Morris (1818).  Notes on a Journey in America from the Coast of Virginia to the Territory of Illinois (2nd edition).  London: Severn & Co.
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At Chillicothe, Ohio (page 70):At Chillicothe, Ohio (page 70):At Chillicothe, Ohio (page 70):At Chillicothe, Ohio (page 70):

After public notice is given, the After public notice is given, the After public notice is given, the After public notice is given, the 
lands in question are put up to lands in question are put up to lands in question are put up to lands in question are put up to 
auction, excepting the sixteenth auction, excepting the sixteenth auction, excepting the sixteenth auction, excepting the sixteenth 
section in every township, which section in every township, which section in every township, which section in every township, which 
is reserved for the support of is reserved for the support of is reserved for the support of is reserved for the support of 
schools, and the maintenance of schools, and the maintenance of schools, and the maintenance of schools, and the maintenance of 
the poor.  the poor.  the poor.  the poor.  

Birkbeck, Morris (1818).  Notes on a Journey in America from the Coast of Virginia to the Territory of Illinois (2nd edition).  London: Severn & Co.
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In Illinois (page 161):In Illinois (page 161):In Illinois (page 161):In Illinois (page 161):

In the sale of public lands, there In the sale of public lands, there In the sale of public lands, there In the sale of public lands, there 
is a regulation, which I have is a regulation, which I have is a regulation, which I have is a regulation, which I have 
before mentioned, that the before mentioned, that the before mentioned, that the before mentioned, that the 
sixteenth section, which is nearly sixteenth section, which is nearly sixteenth section, which is nearly sixteenth section, which is nearly 
thethethethe centrecentrecentrecentre of every township, of every township, of every township, of every township, 
shall not be sold.  shall not be sold.  shall not be sold.  shall not be sold.  

It is called the reserved section; It is called the reserved section; It is called the reserved section; It is called the reserved section; 
and is, accordingly, reserved for and is, accordingly, reserved for and is, accordingly, reserved for and is, accordingly, reserved for 
public uses in that township, for public uses in that township, for public uses in that township, for public uses in that township, for 
the support of the poor, and for the support of the poor, and for the support of the poor, and for the support of the poor, and for 
purposes of education.purposes of education.purposes of education.purposes of education.

This section, being of course, at This section, being of course, at This section, being of course, at This section, being of course, at 
the disposal of the purchasers the disposal of the purchasers the disposal of the purchasers the disposal of the purchasers 
of the entire township, we shall, of the entire township, we shall, of the entire township, we shall, of the entire township, we shall, 
by judicious arrangements, by judicious arrangements, by judicious arrangements, by judicious arrangements, 
provide out of it, not only for the provide out of it, not only for the provide out of it, not only for the provide out of it, not only for the 
objects which the wisdom of the objects which the wisdom of the objects which the wisdom of the objects which the wisdom of the 
legislature had in view, but for legislature had in view, but for legislature had in view, but for legislature had in view, but for 
the present accommodation of the present accommodation of the present accommodation of the present accommodation of 
the more indigent, but not the the more indigent, but not the the more indigent, but not the the more indigent, but not the 
least valued members of our least valued members of our least valued members of our least valued members of our 
proposed community (a colony proposed community (a colony proposed community (a colony proposed community (a colony 
for the poor of England).for the poor of England).for the poor of England).for the poor of England).

Birkbeck, Morris (1818).  Notes on a Journey in America from the Coast of Virginia to the Territory of Illinois (2nd edition).  London: Severn & Co.
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Section 16 Township 39N Range 14Section 16 Township 39N Range 14Section 16 Township 39N Range 14Section 16 Township 39N Range 14

Bird's-eye-view of the business district of Chicago.  Chicago (IL):  Poole Brothers (1898). 

Reference: LC Panoramic maps (2nd ed.), 153 

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA.  g4104c pm001530 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001530. 
#G4104.C6A3 1898 .P6
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map of Congressional townships in northeast Illinois counties.
from unknown source.
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

BARCKENBILE CHRISTIA LOT3BL4VOID 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BARNES HAMILTON LOT3BL48 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BARNES HAMILTON LOT6BL48 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BATES JOHN JR LOT1BL24 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BATES JOHN JR LOT2BL24 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BATES JOHN JR LOT7BL24 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BATES JOHN JR LOT8BL24 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BEAUBIEN MARK LOT7BL81 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

BEAUBIEN MARK LOT8BL81 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

BIAS GARRET LOT5BL25 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

BIAS GARRETT LOT4BL25 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

BLANCHARD F G BL4 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BLANCHARD F G LOT7BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BLANCHARD F G LOT2BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BLANCHARD GURTREY BL3 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BLANCHARD GURTREY LOT1BL141 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BLANCHARD GURTREY LOT1BL2 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BLANCHARD GURTREY LOT7BL82 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BLANCHARD GURTREY LOT8BL141 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BLANCHARD GURTREY BL21 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BOND ELI A LOT3BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BOND ELI A LOT4BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BOND ELI A LOT5BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BOND ELI A LOT6BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BOND HEMAN LOT6BL24 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BOTSFORD JABEZ K BL102 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BOTSFORD JABEZ K BL107 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BOWEN ERASTUS BL65 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BOYER JOHN K LOT4BL94 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BOYER JOHN K LOT7BL48 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BOYER JOHN K LOT8BL48 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BOYER JOHN K LOT4BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

BOYER JOHN K LOT5BL81 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

BOYER JOHN K LOT5BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

BOYER JOHN K LOT6BL81 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

BOYER JOHN K LOT7BL49 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

BOYER JOHN K LOT8BL49 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL28 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL14 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL16 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL34 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL40 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL58 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL64 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL74 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL15 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL33 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL39 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL57 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BRONSON ARTHUR BL63 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BROSON ARTHUR LOT7BL2 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BROSON ARTHUR LOT8BL2 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

BROSON ARTHUR BL38 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BROSON ARTHUR BL54 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BROSON ARTHUR BL62 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

BROSON ARTHUR BL35 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BROSON ARTHUR BL59 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BROSON ARTHUR LOT2BL84 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BROSON ARTHUR LOT3BL84 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BROSON ARTHUR LOT4BL84 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BROSON ARTHUR LOT7BL47 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BROSON ARTHUR LOT8BL47 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

BROWN RUFUS LOT4BL81 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

BROWN RUFUS LOT5BL120 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

CAMPEAU DANIEL J LOT3BL25 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

CARPENTER PHILO BL27 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

CARPENTER PHILO BL128 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

CARVER DAVID LOT2BL119 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

CASEY EDWARD W LOT5BL82 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

CASEY EDWARD W LOT6BL82 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

CHANDLER JOSEPH BL11 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

CHAPLEY MORGAN L LOT4BL118 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

CHAPMAN CHARLES H LOT3BL141 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

CHAPMAN CHARLES H LOT8BL93 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

CHAPMAN CHARLES H LOT4BL96 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

CLYBOURNE ARCHIBALD LOT5BL50 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

CLYBOURNE ARCHIBALD LOT3BL71 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

COLE PARKER M LOT1BL118 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

COOK JOSIAH P LOT7BL120 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

COOK THOMAS LOT2BL47 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

DAVIS JOHN LOT2BL141 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

DAVIS JOHN LOT7BL141 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

DAVIS JOHN LOT5BL23 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

DAVIS JOHN LOT6BL23 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

DOLE BL106 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

DOLE GEORGE W LOT3BL2 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

DOLE GEORGE W LOT6BL2 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

DOLE GEORGE W BL73 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

DOLE GEORGE W BL75 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

DOLLY FRANCIS LOT3BL24 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

DRAPER JONATHAN JR LOT2BL118 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

FOOT JOHN LOT5BL117 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

FOOT JOHN LOT6BL117 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

FOOT STAN LOT3BL117 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

FOOT STAN LOT4BL117 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

FOWLER ALBERT LOT2BL48 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

FOWLER ALBERT LOT4BL24 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

FOWLER ALBERT LOT2BL81 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

FULLERTON ALEXANDER LOT3BL82 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

FULLERTON ALEXANDER LOT5BL96 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

FULLERTON ALEXANDER LOT4BL82 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

GOODHUE JOSIAH C LOT4BL119 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

GOODRICH CHAUNCEY LOT4BL48 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

GOODRICH CHAUNCEY BL132 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

GOODRICH CHAUNCEY BL130 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

GOODRICH CHAUNCEY BL131 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

GOODRICH EBENEZER LOT1BL93 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HADDOCK E H LOT1BL94 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HADDOCK E H LOT8BL94 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HADDOCK E H BL134 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

HADDOCK EDWARD H LOT7BL120 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT3BL79 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT1BL48 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT2BL72 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT1BL79 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT4BL79 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT1BL80 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT3BL80 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT4BL50 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT2BL79 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT2BL80 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT5BL48 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT1BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT8BL82 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT1BL82 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT1BL71 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE EBENEZER BL124 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT4BL71 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE EBENEZER BL67 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT3BL81 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT8BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT1BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833



89

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

HALE EBENEZER LOT7BL119 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT7BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT1BL96 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT2BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE EBENEZER LOT1BL81 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE JOHN LOT1BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT1BL79 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT1BL48 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT5BL48 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT3BL80 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT2BL79 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT4BL50 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT3BL79 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT2BL72 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT2BL80 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT1BL80 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT4BL79 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HALE JOHN LOT1BL82 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE JOHN LOT1BL71 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE JOHN LOT4BL71 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE JOHN BL67 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE JOHN BL124 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE JOHN LOT8BL82 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HALE JOHN LOT1BL96 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE JOHN LOT7BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE JOHN LOT3BL81 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE JOHN LOT1BL81 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE JOHN LOT7BL119 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE JOHN LOT8BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE JOHN LOT2BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HALE JOHN LOT1BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HAMILTON RICHARD J LOT5BL2 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HAMILTON RICHARD J LOT6BL25 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

HARMON CHARLES L BL137 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HARMON ISAAC LOT2BL71 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HARMON ISAAC D BL137 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HEACOCK RUSSEL E BL20 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HEACOCK RUSSEL E BL61 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HEACOCK RUSSEL E LOT7BL117 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HEACOCK RUSSEL E BL30 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

HEACOCK RUSSEL E BL9 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

HEACOCK RUSSEL E LOT2BL23 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HEACOCK RUSSEL E BL129 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

HEACOCK RUSSEL E LOT7BL25 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HILL IRAD BL44 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HUBBARD GURDON S BL52 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HUQUEUIN HIRAM LOT4BL93 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HUQUEUIN HIRAM LOT3BL93 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

HUQUEUIN HIRAM LOT2BL25 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HUQUEUIN HIRAM LOT8BL25 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HUQUEUIN HIRAM LOT1BL49 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

HUQUEUIN HIRAM LOT2BL96 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

INGERSOLL CHESTER BL37 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

JACKSON SAMUEL LOT7BL118 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

JACKSON SAMUEL LOT8BL118 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

JACKSON SAMUEL LOT1BL47 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

JAMIESON STLOUIS T LOT7BL23 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

JAMIESON STLOUIS T BL19 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

JAMIESON STLOUIS T BL29 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

JOHNSTON WILLIAM S BL53 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

JONES BENJAMIN LOT2BL117 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

JONES BENJAMIN LOT4BL80 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

JONES BENJAMIN BL121 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

JONES BENJAMIN LOT4BL23 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

JONES WILLARD LOT5BL118 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

JONES WILLARD LOT6BL96 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833
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JONES WILLARD LOT3BL96 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

JONES WILLIAM BL133 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

KIMBALL WALTER LOT2BL49 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

KIMBERLEY EDMUND S LOT6BL119 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

KIMBERLEY IRA LOT3BL120 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

KIMBERLY J E BL43 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

KIMBERLY S A BL42 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

KINGSTON PAUL BL36 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

KINGSTON PAUL BL12 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

KINGSTON PAUL BL78 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

KINGSTON PAUL BL13 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

KINGSTON PAUL LOT5BL119 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

KNICKERBACKER ABRM V LOT1BL72 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

KNICKERBACKER ABRM V BL101 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

LEWIS W J LOT3BL72 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

LEWIS W J LOT8BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

LEWIS W J LOT4BL72 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

LEWIS W J LOT4BL2 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

LEWIS W J BL56 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

LLOYD ALEXANDER LOT3BL118 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

LLOYD ALEXANDER LOT1BL25 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

MORRISON EZEKIEL BL10 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

MORRISON ORSEMUS BL7 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

MORRISON ORSEMUS LOT2BL2 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

MORRISON ORSEMUS LOT1BL119 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

MULFORD JAMES H LOT8BL119 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

MULFORD JAMES H LOT8BL96 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

NEWBERRY BL106 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

NEWBERRY WALTER S BL115 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

NEWBERRY WALTER S BL60 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

NEWBERRY WALTER S BL104 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

NEWBERRY WALTER S BL85 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

NEWBERRY WALTER S BL109 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

NEWBERRY WALTER S BL5 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

NOBLE JOHN LOT5BL24 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

NOBLE MARK JR BL113 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

NOBLE MARK JR BL18 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

OWEN THOMAS J V BL108 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

OWEN THOMAS J V LOT3BL23 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

OWEN THOMAS J V BL105 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

OWEN THOMAS J V LOT1BL84 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM LOT2BL83 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM LOT1BL83 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM LOT3BL83 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM LOT6BL141 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM BL138 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM BL91 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM LOT4BL83 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM LOT5BL141 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM BL123 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM LOT4BL141 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM BL135 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM BL140 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM BL139 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM BL125 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM BL92 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM BL136 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM BL127 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

PEARSONS HIRAM 6126 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

PECK P F W BL6 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

PECK P F W BL6 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

PECK P F W BL116 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

PECK P F W BL116 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

PRUYNE P LOT3BL119 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

PRUYNE P AND CO BL97 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

PRUYNE PETER LOT1BL23 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833
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PRUYNE PETER LOT8BL23 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

REED JAMES W LOT8BL120 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

REED JAMES W LOT5BL49 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

REED JAMES W LOT1BL120 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

RUSSELL SAMUEL BL86 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

RUSSELL SAMUEL BL90 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

RUSSELL SAMUEL BL45 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

SHERMAN SILAS W BL98 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

SKINNER JOSEPH LOT1BL117 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

SKINNER JOSEPH LOT8BL117 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

SNOW GEORGE W BL55 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

SNOW GEORGE W BL46 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

SPENCE JAMES LOT6BL94 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

SPENCE JAMES LOT3BL94 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

SPENCE JAMES LOT5BL94 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

STANLEY JOSEPH LOT4BL118 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

STEELE ASHBEL LOT7BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

STEELE ASHBEL BL4 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

STEELE ASHBEL LOT2BL26 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

STOSE CLEMENTS LOT2BL93 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

STOSE CLEMENTS LOT7BL93 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

SWEET ALANSON LOT7BL94 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

SWEET ALANSON LOT3BL50 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

SWEET ALANSON LOT7BL50 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

SWEET ALANSON LOT2BL94 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

SWEET ALANSON LOT6BL50 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

SWEET ALANSON BL66 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

SWIGLEY JOHN LOT6BL118 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

TAYLOR CHARLES BL68 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

TEMPLE JOHN T BL99 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

TEMPLE JOHN T BL76 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

TEMPLE JOHN T BL111 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

TEMPLE JOHN T BL110 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

TEMPLE JOHN T BL17 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

TEMPLE JOHN T BL112 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

TEMPLE JOHN T BL77 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

TEMPLE JOHN T BL103 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

VANDERBOGERT HENRY LOT2BL120 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

VANDERBOGERT JOHN AS LOT2BL120 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

VANDERBURG WILLIAM H BL22 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WEED EDMUND LOT3BL49 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

WESSENCRAFT CHARLES BL8 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WESSENCRAFT CHARLES LOT3BL47 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WESSENCRAFT CHARLES LOT5BL47 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WESSENCRAFT CHARLES LOT4BL47 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WESSENCRAFT CHARLES LOT6BL47 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WEST HENRY C LOT6BL49 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

WEST HENRY C LOT4BL49 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

WILLIAMS GILES BL89 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

WILLIAMS GILES BL31 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WILLIAMS GILES BL32 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WILLIAMS GILES BL100 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WILLIAMS GORDON S BL89 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

WILLIAMS GORDON S BL100 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WILLIAMS GORDON S BL32 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WILLIAMS GORDON S BL31 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WORTHINGHAM WILLIAM LOT2BL50 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

WORTHINGHAM WILLIAM LOT8BL50 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

WORTHINGHAM WILLIAM LOT6BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

WORTHINGHAM WILLIAM LOT3BL95 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

WORTHINGHAM WILLIAM LOT6BL120 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

WRIGHT JOHN LOT5BL93 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

WRIGHT JOHN LOT6BL93 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

WRIGHT JOHN LOT1BL50 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

WRIGHT JOHN BL122 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WRIGHT JOHN BL114 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833
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WRIGHT JOHN LOT2BL82 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WRIGHT JOHN LOT4BL120 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

WRIGHT JOHN LOT7BL96 16 39N 14E 10/25/1833

WRIGHT T G BL51 16 39N 14E 10/22/1833

WRIGHT T G LOT2BL70 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WRIGHT T G LOT4BL70 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WRIGHT T G LOT1BL70 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WRIGHT T G LOT3BL70 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

WRIGHT T G BL69 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833
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Notes: 
People who petitioned the US Congress to legalize the illegal sale of school land in Chicago couldn’t make up their minds if Chicago was a town or a city, 
though the city charter was granted in 1837.
Municipal and state officials threw around words in the democracy family of words without providing a clear definition of democracy.  Propagandists for 
states claimed that states are the only bastion against the tyranny of a national government.  When the US urbanized, propagandists for big cities claimed 
that cities are the only bastion against the tyranny of a national government.  In reality, city and state officials have always wanted and often achieved the 
status of independent sovereign principalities with all the powers, prerogatives and privileges of kings - governors and mayors the kings - and their 
patronage workers the kings’ men.
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Notes:
See Senate bill 122.
Because the 1785 school land reservation was perpetual, most public/ private acts to confirm the illegal sale or occupation of school lands allowed 
township inhabitants to select an alternate section.
Because uniformity and equal rights are fundamental principles of democracy, Illinois should have petitioned for and Congress granted township 39N 
Range 13E and all other township inhabitants a replacement section of school land equivalent in value to that sold.

Also see Senate bill 131
It follows up on a request by Illinois to violate a provision of its state charter and tax public land as soon as it was purchased, instead of waiting 5 years 
after purchase for the purchaser to improve the property so he could use it and profit from it.
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See Senate blls 240, 245.
See Senate bill 261.
European Roman Catholics slaughtered Protestants before, during and after the Thirty Years’ War that formalized the genocide at the same time that 
French Catholics began to settle the Americas and likewise French, German, Dutch, Scandinavian and British Protestants.  The blood hadn’t dried.  
French Roman Catholic priests had organized a committee, known as Propaganda, to make the inhabitants of all the Americas Roman Catholics.  
American Protestants weren’t  happy about taking on French Catholics in the Northwest Territory.  American Protestants, such as the Philadelphia 
Quakers, were especially upset because they’d suffered religious oppression in Europe; and they opposed slavery while French Catholic priests and 
petitioners owned slaves.  A generation of Old French Settlers died before the US Congress confirmed all their various claims.

See Senate bill 298.
Illinois officials wanted the US Congress to give them all the valuable land in the state.  State officials would get the profit of selling them into private 
property.  Furthermore, the title would obscure the existence of school land, mineral land, and other reservations that were intended to benefit the people 
of the townships and states forever.

See Senate bill 311.
US founders transferred the power to tax imports from states to the national government with the 1787 US Constitution.  The intention was to finance 
government with a tax on imports that was essentially voluntary. In addition to donating vast amounts of public land to railroad corporations to sell for 
private profit, the Congress contemplated exempting the metal rails from taxation, depriving the common people of the US of the benefits of the tax.  
British profiteers who owned and managed mines and factories in Great Britain, as well as Russia, and were already wealthy would get the benefit of the 
tax break.
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On this day, Rhode Island applied the principle of uniformity to the 1787 Northwest Ordinance so she could get a republican form of government like Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois and  Michigan got.  

Officials tended to use the words republican and democratic interchangeably, indicating they didn’t really know the definition of each.  

The Greek republics were slave states, though educated Americans were brainwashed to use them for role models.  Rhode Island probably didn’t intend 
to be a slave state, but she probably tolerated indentured servitude and profited from Shanghaied sailors.
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See Senate bills 33, 34 and 56.
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1843, February 15.  Public Act XXXIII.  Sale of Lands in the States of Illinois, Arkansas,  Louisiana and Tennessee, appropriated for the use of Schools in 
those States.

Peters, Richard (editor).  Public Statutes at Large.  Boston: Little, Brown and Company (1856).
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1843, February 15.  Public Act XXXIII.  Sale of Lands in the States of Illinois, Arkansas,  Louisiana and Tennessee, appropriated for the use of Schools in 
those States.

Peters, Richard (editor).  Public Statutes at Large.  Boston: Little, Brown and Company (1856).
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See page 13, footnote (c), paragraph 6:  All those powers which relate to merely municipal legislation, or which may be properly called internal police, are 
not surrendered (by the States) or restrained, and consequently in relation to these the authority of a Stateis complete, unqualified, and exclusive.  The 
City of N. York v. Mila, 11 Peters, 102.

Peters, Richard (editor).  Public Statutes at Large.  Boston: Little, Brown and Company (1856).
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See page 15, footnote (b):  The prohibition of the Federal Constitution of ex post facto laws extends to penal statutes only; and does not extend to causes 
affecting only the civil rights of individuals.  Alder et al. v. Ball, 3 Dalt. 386; 1 Cond Rep., 172.  Fletcher v. Peck, 6 Crauch, 87; 2 Cond. Rep. 208.  Ogden 
v. Saunders, 19 Wheat. 213; 6 Cond. Rep. 523.

Note:
The US Constitution itself doesn’t make the distinction.  US founders were capable of making the distinction in the Constitution if they wanted it to be 
made.  The distinction discriminates against many classes of people and fails to provide equal protection against retroactive laws for all classes of people.

Peters, Richard (editor).  Public Statutes at Large.  Boston: Little, Brown and Company (1856).
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See page 465 footnote (a) paragraph 11.
Appropriation of land by the government, is nothing more or less t han setting it apart for some peculiar use.   Whenever a tract of land has been once 
legally appropriated to any purpose, from that moment the land thus appropriated becomes severed from the mass of public lands; and no subsequent law 
or proclamation, or sale, would be construed to embrace it, or to operate upon it, although no other reservations were made of it.  Wilcox v.  Jackson, 13 
Peters, 438.
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Purchase

OGDEN EFRSE 1 38N 12E 09/07/1848

OGDEN JOHN W2NE 10 38N 13E 06/26/1835

OGDEN JOHN W2SW 10 38N 13E 06/26/1835

OGDEN JOHN SW 34 39N 12E 06/25/1835

OGDEN JOHN W2SE 34 39N 12E 06/25/1835

OGDEN JOHN W2SE 7 40N 14E 06/27/1835

OGDEN W B EFRNE 1 38N 12E 09/07/1848

OGDEN W B W2SW 31 39N 13E 09/07/1848

OGDEN WILLIAM B EFRNE 1 38N 12E 05/01/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B EFRSE 1 38N 12E 09/07/1848

OGDEN WILLIAM B ISLSE 1 38N 12E 12/07/1874

OGDEN WILLIAM B BL15SFRDUSX 3 39N 14E 09/04/1848

OGDEN WILLIAM B SPLKROADSE 31 39N 13E 05/09/1851

OGDEN WILLIAM B SPLKROADNE 31 39N 13E 05/09/1851

OGDEN WILLIAM B SESW 19 40N 14E 05/10/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B NWSW 19 40N 14E 05/10/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B NESW 19 40N 14E 05/10/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B SWSE 19 40N 14E 05/10/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B NWSE 19 40N 14E 05/10/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B SWSW 19 40N 14E 05/10/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B NENE 19 40N 14E 05/14/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B SWNW 19 40N 14E 05/14/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B NWNW 19 40N 14E 05/14/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B NENW 19 40N 14E 05/14/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B NWNE 19 40N 14E 05/14/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B SENE 19 40N 14E 05/14/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM B LOT53 33 40N 14E 09/05/1848

OGDEN WILLIAM B LOT52 33 40N 14E 09/05/1848

OGDEN WILLIAM B S2LOT1SW 30 42N 09E 10/31/1840

OGDEN WILLIAM B NW 31 42N 09E 09/09/1840

OGDEN WILLIAM B L3BL6CHIOTVO 06/21/1836

OGDEN WILLIAM B N2L6B51CHIOT 10/04/1843

OGDEN WILLIAM B N2S2L6B51CHI 10/04/1843

OGDEN WILLIAM B L1BL13CHI 10/05/1843

OGDEN WILLIAM B L5BL16CHI 10/06/1843

OGDEN WILLIAM B L4BL16CHI 10/06/1843

OGDEN WILLIAM B L1BL16CHI 10/06/1843

OGDEN WILLIAM F W2SW 31 39N 13E 05/09/1850

OGDEN WILLIAM F SROADE2SW 31 39N 13E 05/09/1851

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Purchase

PECK E2NESE 25 39N 12E 11/19/1841

PECK AZEL SL1L6BL49CHI 09/01/1848

PECK EBENEZER NW 3 36N 13E 07/23/1836

PECK EBENEZER SE 1 37N 13E 06/27/1835

PECK EBENEZER NW 7 37N 14E 06/27/1835

PECK EBENEZER W2NE 7 37N 14E 06/27/1835

PECK EBENEZER NE 12 37N 13E 06/26/1835

PECK EBENEZER W2SW 31 38N 14E 06/27/1835

PECK EBENEZER E2SE 36 38N 13E 06/26/1835

PECK EBENEZER L8BL45CHIOTV 06/25/1836

PECK EBENEZER L2BL51CHIOT 06/27/1836

PECK EBNER L6BL58CHIOT 06/24/1836

PECK EBNER L5BL58CHIOT 06/24/1836

PECK GRANVILLE NE 10 41N 10E 03/13/1847

PECK J W W2SW 25 39N 12E 09/23/1852

PECK J W W2SE 25 39N 12E 09/23/1852

PECK J W E2NE 25 39N 12E 09/23/1852

PECK J W E2SW 25 39N 12E 09/23/1852

PECK J W W2NE 25 39N 12E 09/23/1852

PECK JAMES E2NW 27 39N 13E 05/02/1850

PECK JAMES E2NW 27 39N 13E 09/07/1848

PECK JAMES W2NW 27 39N 13E 09/07/1848

PECK JAMES W2NW 27 39N 13E 09/09/1848

PECK JOSEPH W E2NW 25 39N 12E 09/11/1852

PECK JOSEPH W W2NW 25 39N 12E 09/11/1852

PECK JOSEPH W W2NESE 25 39N 12E 09/23/1852

PECK P F W BL6 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

PECK P F W BL6 16 39N 14E 10/23/1833

PECK P F W BL116 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

PECK P F W BL116 16 39N 14E 10/24/1833

PECK P F W BL22 17 39N 14E 05/10/1849

PECK P F W BL22 17 39N 14E 05/10/1849

PECK P F W LOT3BL35 21 39N 14E 09/07/1848

PECK P F W LOT3BL35 21 39N 14E 09/07/1848

PECK P F W LOT88W2 27 39N 14E 05/10/1849

PECK P F W LOT45W2 27 39N 14E 05/10/1849

PECK P F W LOT88W2 27 39N 14E 05/10/1849

PECK P F W LOT45W2 27 39N 14E 05/10/1849

PECK P F W LOT97W2 27 39N 14E 09/23/1848

PECK P F W LOT96W2 27 39N 14E 09/23/1848

PECK P F W LOT97W2 27 39N 14E 09/23/1848

The 1843 statute that confirmed the titles of people who bought school land in Chicago in 1833 was an ex post facto or retroactive law that defied the 
prohibition of ex post facto laws in the US constitution.  Is it a coincidence that two of the cases by which US Supreme Court justices said the prohibition 
applied only to criminal laws included the family names of Ogden and Peck, two of the real estate speculators who gained personal financial benefits 
because of the Court’s limits on the ban on ex post facto laws?  The section is left blank on several of Ogden’s original titles.  He bought many titles from 
other private people.  He was Chicago’s first mayor; and he became a member of the board of the vast and hugely subsidized Union Pacific Railroad, 
which explains why Ogden, Utah is named Ogden.
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PECK P F W LOT96W2 27 39N 14E 09/23/1848

PECK P F W LOT15E2 31 39N 14E 09/05/1848

PECK P F W LOT15E2 31 39N 14E 09/05/1848

PECK P F W LOT19 33 39N 14E 05/09/1851

PECK P F W LOT19 33 39N 14E 05/09/1851

PECK P F W L1BL33CHIOT 06/21/1836

PECK P F W L1BL6CHIOTVO 06/21/1836

PECK P F W L1BL33CHIOT 06/21/1836

PECK P F W L1BL6CHIOTVO 06/21/1836

PECK P F W L6BL41CHIOT 06/23/1836

PECK P F W L6BL41CHIOT 06/23/1836

PECK P F W L1BL55CHIOT 06/24/1836

PECK P F W L3BL55CHIOT 06/24/1836

PECK P F W L1BL55CHIOT 06/24/1836

PECK P F W L3BL55CHIOT 06/24/1836

PECK P F W L2BL28CHIOT 06/25/1836

PECK P F W L6BL44CHIOT 06/25/1836

PECK P F W L7BL26CHIOTV 06/25/1836

PECK P F W L2BL28CHIOT 06/25/1836

PECK P F W L6BL44CHIOT 06/25/1836

PECK P F W L7BL26CHIOTV 06/25/1836

PECK P F W L3BL50CHIOT 06/27/1836

PECK P F W L2BL50CHIOT 06/27/1836

PECK P F W L3BL50CHIOT 06/27/1836

PECK P F W L2BL50CHIOT 06/27/1836

PECK P F W L3BL10CHIOTV 06/29/1836

PECK P F W L2BL10CHIOT 06/29/1836

PECK P F W L10BL9CHIV 06/29/1836

PECK P F W L3BL10CHIOTV 06/29/1836

PECK P F W L2BL10CHIOT 06/29/1836

PECK P F W L10BL9CHIV 06/29/1836

PECK P F W L1BL13CHIV 06/30/1836

PECK P F W L1BL13CHIV 06/30/1836

PECK P F W LOT16L60CHI 09/01/1848

PECK P F W LOT15L60CHI 09/01/1848

PECK P F W LOT28BL60CHI 09/01/1848

PECK P F W LOT27BL60CHI 09/01/1848

PECK P F W LOT16L60CHI 09/01/1848

PECK P F W LOT15L60CHI 09/01/1848

PECK P F W LOT28BL60CHI 09/01/1848

PECK P F W LOT27BL60CHI 09/01/1848

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Purchase

PECK P F W L4BL41CHIOT 09/05/1836

PECK P F W L4BL41CHIOT 09/05/1836

PECK PHILIP F E2SW 14 37N 13E 08/05/1835

PECK PHILIP F N2 14 37N 13E 08/05/1835

PECK PHILIP F SE 14 37N 13E 08/05/1835

PECK PHILIP F W SE 31 35N 14E 11/29/1838

PECK PHILIP F W SW 2 36N 12E 08/04/1835

PECK PHILIP F W NFRNIBL 7 36N 14E 08/06/1835

PECK PHILIP F W E2NE 9 36N 12E 08/04/1835

PECK PHILIP F W E2NW 9 36N 12E 08/04/1835

PECK PHILIP F W W2NW 19 36N 12E 08/10/1835

PECK PHILIP F W NE 23 37N 13E 08/05/1835

PECK PHILIP F W W2SE 36 37N 13E 08/08/1835

PECK PHILIP F W SW 10 41N 10E 08/17/1847

PECK PHILLIP F W SW 32 35N 14E 12/24/1838

PECK RUSSELL W2SE 5 38N 12E 05/09/1854

PECK RUSSELL SESW 31 38N 12E 05/09/1854

PEEK FRSCANALNW 3 38N 13E 09/07/1848

PEEK PHILIP F W NWNE 3 38N 14E 05/10/1849

PEEK WILLIAM E2NE 1 37N 13E 06/10/1835

PEER RUSSEL S2NE 5 38N 12E 09/07/1848
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School Fund for the Several States. 
US Congress.  Register of Debates in Congress with an Appendix. Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).

Note:  Some of the original states were jealous of school land reservations in the new territories and happy to disappear them. They argued that the 
federal government should support schools in an equal and uniform way in all states.  The way to do so was to dedicate a percentage of the revenue from 
public land sales to schools and divide the fund among the states.  New states, such as Illinois, would prefer to get all the unsold public land in the state 
and all the revenue from selling it.  The 3% fund was established.  Illinois officials failed to account for their share of the fund and disqualified the state for 
a share of it in subsequent years.  Abraham Lincoln asked the Illinois General Assembly to investigate foul play, and his investigative committee found 
none.  However, Illinois officials had deposited the state’s share of the national school fund in a state bank in Springfield.  The bank loaned its capital to 
real estate speculators in Chicago, where the money disappeared. The borrowers paid the money to somebody to get their titles. The bank went 
bankrupt when speculators triggered depression, and borrowers couldn’t turn their titles around for a profit.  It’s possible the bank foreclosed and seized 
the titles for resale to recoup some of the state’s money it lost.
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1825 December 21.  Debate on bill to authorize Ohio legislature to sell school lands.
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Blanchard, Rufus; Rees, J.H. (authors)..  Map of the Counties of Cook, Dupage, Will, Kankakee and parts of Kane and  Kendall, showing townships.  
Lithographer: Ed Mendel, 170 Lake St., Chicago.  Published Chicago (IL): Rufus Blanchard, 52 LaSalle Street (1862)..

The Karrow listing of the Blanchard Chicago Map (4-0374) does not mention this Rees map on the verso, making this copy of the two maps perhaps 
unique. Shows roads, railroads, townships, sections and quarter sections, etc. Includes map "Chicago in 1812," and views of "Fort Dearborn" and building 
with plaque reading "Land Department, Illinois Central R.R.“

RUMSEY~8~1~34221~1171136
Donald Rumsey Collection
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map of Congressional townships in northeast Illinois counties.
from unknown source.
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

BARLINGAMN JOEL LOT6E2S2NW 16 40N 13E 08/14/1847

BARLINGAMN JOEL LOT6S2SWNE 16 40N 13E 08/14/1847

BARNES HAMILTON LOT9N2N2SE 16 40N 13E 09/07/1846

BYINGTON ZINA LOT10S2N2SE 16 40N 13E 11/12/1846

CLARKE MARY E LOT5N2S2NW 16 40N 13E 09/07/1846

CLARKE MARY E LOT5N2SWNE 16 40N 13E 09/07/1846

DICKENSON CHESTER LOT11N2S2SE 16 40N 13E 03/24/1847

FLEMMING ANDREW LOT12N2NWNW 16 40N 13E 04/19/1842

GROGH JOHN LOT1E2NE 16 40N 13E 10/04/1845

HOPKINS BROOKMAN LOT8E2SW 16 40N 13E 12/17/1847

JENKINS JOHN LOT7W2SW 16 40N 13E 01/17/1848

MAURER DAVID LOT1E2NE 16 40N 13E 10/04/1845

RICE SHUTHELAH M L4S2NWNW 16 40N 13E 12/01/1846

RICE SHUTHELAH M L4S2NENW 16 40N 13E 12/01/1846

RILEY JAMES N LOT2NWNE 16 40N 13E 07/17/1847

WENTWORTH ELIJAH SEN LOT3N2NWNW 16 40N 13E 04/19/1842
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Jefferson Township (Cook County, Illinois).  1845 GLO survey plat.
Found at http://landplats.ilsos.net/Cook.html
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Jefferson Township (Cook County, Illinois).  1845 GLO survey plat.
Found at http://landplats.ilsos.net/Cook.html
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Jefferson Township (Cook County, Illinois).  1845 GLO survey plat.
Found at http://landplats.ilsos.net/Cook.html
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Jefferson Township (Cook County, Illinois).  1845 GLO survey plat.
Found at http://landplats.ilsos.net/Cook.html
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This 1861-vintage map shows Billy Caldwell’s original reservation. This plot of land is responsible for an odd break in Chicago’s famous grid pattern. 
Caldwell avenue bisects the former reservation, and all of the streets within it run parallel and perpendicular with Caldwell. Rogers avenue is the southern 
border (rightmost on the map). 

found at http://forgottenchicago.com/features/chicago-areas/the-northern-indian-boundary-line/

Sauganash (born 1780) was known as Chief Sauganash or Billy Caldwell.  He was a Potawatomi leader, born of a Mohawk mother, near Fort Niagara.  
His father was William Caldwell, an Irish immigrant and British soldier.  Sauganash fought in the War of 1812 as a captain of Indian forces aligned with the 
British. During the war he was a close friend and advisor to Tecumseh and acquaintance of Black Hawk. Although supporting the British, Sauganash won 
the admiration of Americans when he saved the lives of U.S. captives taken from Fort Dearborn in Chicago.  He settled near Chicago in about 1820. As a 
result of an 1830 treaty with the U.S. government, he was granted a land tract of about 1,600 acres north of Chicago, where he lived with a band of
Potawatomi. Sauganash later was made a Justice of the Peace. According to Fulton (1882), Sauganash was a local celebrity who was frequently seen at 
hotels and restaurants in early Chicago, especially a hotel owned by his half brother.  Sauganash eventually sold the land and moved to Iowa where he 
led a Potawatomi band of 2000 individuals, their main village called "Caldwell's Camp", located in modern Council Bluffs, Iowa. From 1838 to 1839 his 
people were ministered to by the famed missionary Pierre-Jean De Smet, De Smet was appalled at the violence and desperation that overtook the
Potawatomi in their new home.  Sauganash died in Council Bluffs, Iowa 1841 September 28.

found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Caldwell
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found at http://forgottenchicago.com/features/chicago-areas/the-northern-indian-boundary-line/

References
Biography at the Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online.  http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01-e.php?&id_nbr=3285. 
A.B. Whittaker (2008): Pierre-Jean De Smet’s Remarkable Map of the Missouri River Valley, 1839: What Did He See in Iowa? Journal of the Iowa 
Archeological Society 55:1-13. 
A.R. Fulton (1882) The Red Men of Iowa p. 166-167. 
Mullen, Frank (1925) Father De Smet and the Pottawattamie Indian Mission. Iowa Journal of History and Politics 23:192-216. 
Wilson and Fiske (1888) Appleton's Cyclopaedia of American Biography, p. 403. 

found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Caldwell
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The Sauganash treaty was signed under the Old Treaty Elm, which stood until 1933. The approximate location of the Old Treaty Elm is marked with a 
historical marker. Most of the Sauganash land was annexed by the city of Chicago in 1889. The Sauganash neighborhood is located on a portion of the
Sauganash land bordered by Devon, Cicero, Bryn Mawr, and an unused railroad spur that Chicago recently converted to a bicycle trail.

In the Potawatomi language, the name Sauganash (Zhagenash) is said to mean Englishman.

found at http://forgottenchicago.com/features/chicago-areas/the-northern-indian-boundary-line/.
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Plaque, located at Rogers and Clark, was installed by the Chicago Charter Jubilee in 1937 and describes how the brother of George Rogers Clark, for 
whom Clark Street is named, was involved in the Indian Treaty for the land that would become Chicago.

found at http://forgottenchicago.com/features/chicago-areas/the-northern-indian-boundary-line/
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NN

North Part of N.E. Land District, of Illinois.  Attachment B. Doc. 215.  in Woodbury, Levi (US Treasurer) (1836 April 16).  Relating to surveys of the public 
lands in Illinois and Missouri (Document 1509) (page 645).  in Dickins, Asbury and Forney, John W. (editors). American State Papers: Public Lands, 
Volume 8,  Washington (DC): Gales and Seaton (1861).  

(Note: The upper-right hand corner of the page says the map is in Public Lands Volume 7.)

[Exhibit B (document 215 of an older document), Document 1509, Volume 7, Public Lands, American State Papers.  Philadelphia (PA): Bowen & 
Company (lithographers).]

(page 646):  “With unimportant exceptions, all that part of the district which lies south of the old Indian boundary lines has been surveyed, and the 
extensive sales effected therein during the past season, in the townships which were brought into market, fully sustain my reports of 1833 November and 
1834 December, in relation thereto, and to the unsurveyed lands of the district.

I therefore again recommend that all the exterior boundaries represented by black dotted lines be surveyed; and that all the fractions adjoining Lake 
Michigan, and as many other townships and fractional townships as will be equal in the whole to about 60 entire townships, be subdivided.”
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NN

North Part of N.E. Land District, of Illinois.  Attachment B. Doc. 215.  in Woodbury, Levi (US Treasurer) (1836 April 16).  Relating to surveys of the public 
lands in Illinois and Missouri (Document 1509) (page 645).  in Dickins, Asbury and Forney, John W. (editors). American State Papers: Public Lands, 
Volume 8,  Washington (DC): Gales and Seaton (1861).  

(Note: The upper-right hand corner of the page says the map is in Public Lands Volume 7.)

[Exhibit B (document 215 of an older document), Document 1509, Volume 7, Public Lands, American State Papers.  Philadelphia (PA): Bowen & 
Company (lithographers).]

(page 646):  “With unimportant exceptions, all that part of the district which lies south of the old Indian boundary lines has been surveyed, and the 
extensive sales effected therein during the past season, in the townships which were brought into market, fully sustain my reports of 1833 November and 
1834 December, in relation thereto, and to the unsurveyed lands of the district.

I therefore again recommend that all the exterior boundaries represented by black dotted lines be surveyed; and that all the fractions adjoining Lake 
Michigan, and as many other townships and fractional townships as will be equal in the whole to about 60 entire townships, be subdivided.”
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NN

North Part of N.E. Land District, of Illinois.  Attachment B. Doc. 215.  in Woodbury, Levi (US Treasurer) (1836 April 16).  Relating to surveys of the public 
lands in Illinois and Missouri (Document 1509) (page 645).  in Dickins, Asbury and Forney, John W. (editors). American State Papers: Public Lands, 
Volume 8,  Washington (DC): Gales and Seaton (1861).  

(Note: The upper-right hand corner of the page says the map is in Public Lands Volume 7.)

[Exhibit B (document 215 of an older document), Document 1509, Volume 7, Public Lands, American State Papers.  Philadelphia (PA): Bowen & 
Company (lithographers).]

(page 646):  “With unimportant exceptions, all that part of the district which lies south of the old Indian boundary lines has been surveyed, and the 
extensive sales effected therein during the past season, in the townships which were brought into market, fully sustain my reports of 1833 November and 
1834 December, in relation thereto, and to the unsurveyed lands of the district.

I therefore again recommend that all the exterior boundaries represented by black dotted lines be surveyed; and that all the fractions adjoining Lake 
Michigan, and as many other townships and fractional townships as will be equal in the whole to about 60 entire townships, be subdivided.”
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NN

Stephenson, James W. (surveyor).  Northwest Land District, Illinois (1836).

http://memory.loc.gov/gmd//gmd370m/g3701m/g3701fm/gct00025/aspl0814.jp2
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NN

Stephenson, James W. (surveyor).  Northwest Land District, Illinois (1836).

http://memory.loc.gov/gmd//gmd370m/g3701m/g3701fm/gct00025/aspl0814.jp2



144

map of Congressional townships in northeast Illinois counties.
from unknown source.
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

BERDEL NICHOLAS L8TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

BURCKY FREDERICK L11TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

BURCKY FREDERICK L2TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

DUNIGAN JOHN L38TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

FAGAN PATRICK L10TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

GROSS JACOB L16TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

GROSS JACOB L15TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

GROSS JACOB L25TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

HEALD H N L33TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

HEALD H N L34TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

HOWE FREDERICK A L1TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

HOWE FREDERICK A JR L28TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

HUTCHNIST R L39TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

JOHNSTON JOSEPH L27TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

JUDD NORMAN B L12TRSBUD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

JUDD NORMAN B L13TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

JUDD NORMAN B L14TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/14/1851

LISENBARTH F L35TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

LISENBARTH F L36TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

LYON J O L35TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

LYON J O L34TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

LYON J O L33TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

LYON J O L36TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

LYONS THOMAS L30TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

MAGEE HENRY L24TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

MANIERRE GEORGE L5TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

MANIERRE GEORGE L29TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

MEEKER GEORGE W L5TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

MEEKER GEORGE W L29TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

MIZENER MORTIMER C L26TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

MYERS MAX L4TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

MYERS MAX L3TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

POLLOCK JOSEPH L7TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

POLLOCK JOSEPH L17TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

POLLOCK JOSEPH L21TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

POLLOCK JOSEPH L18TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

POLLOCK JOSEPH L19TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

POLLOCK JOSEPH L20TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

POLLOCK JOSEPH L37TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

REICH MICHAEL L22TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

ROSENMERKEL FREDERIC L6TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851

ROSENMERKEL FREDERIC L23TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/15/1851

ROSENMERKEL FREDERIC L31TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

SMITH J V L40TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

SMITH JOSEPH V L32TRUSBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

TAGUE EDWARD L39TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/16/1851

WELLER JOHN L9TRSUBD 16 38N 14E 04/10/1851
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map of Congressional townships in northeast Illinois counties.
from unknown source.
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

BUCKNELL THOMAS LOT11 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

BUCKNELL THOMAS LOT12 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

BUCKNELL THOMAS LOT4 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

BUCKNELL THOMAS LOT5 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

BUCKNELL THOMAS LOT6 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

DEJONG JACOB LOT16 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

DEJONG JACOB LOT17 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

DEJONG JACOB LOT9 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

DEJONG PETER LOT33 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

DEJONG PETER LOT40 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

DEJONG PETER LOT41 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

DEKOKER ABREHAM LOT61 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

DORE JOHN C LOT63 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

FREEMAN THOMAS LOT35 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

FREEMAN THOMAS LOT19 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

FREEMAN THOMAS LOT3 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

FREEMAN THOMAS LOT38 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

GRAY WILLIAM B H LOT44 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

HARVEY CHARLES W LOT7 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

HARVEY CHARLES W LOT15 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

HARVEY CHARLES W LOT10 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

HOES ARRY LOT2 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

HUMMER JOHN N LOT1 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

HUMMER JOHN N LOT48 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

HUMMER JOHN N LOT49 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

HUMMER JOHN N LOT24 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

HUMMER JOHN N LOT8 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

IRETON JOB S LOT30 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

IRETON JOB S LOT14 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

KENKS CHANCELLOR L LOT21 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

KENKS CHANCELLOR L LOT20 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

KIMBOLL WALTER LOT29 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

KIMBOLL WALTER LOT28 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

KUPPER CORNELIUS LOT18 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

LEFFER JACOB LOT8 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

LEFFER JACOB LOT1 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

LEFFER JACOB LOT24 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

LEFFER JACOB LOT48 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

LEFFER JACOB LOT49 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

LEFFER JOHN LOT49 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

LEFFER JOHN LOT48 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

LEFFER JOHN LOT1 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

LEFFER JOHN LOT8 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

LEFFER JOHN LOT24 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MADDEROUR NICHOLAS LOT58 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MADDEROUR PETER LOT55 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MAWHER HARON LOT60 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT50 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT51 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT53 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT31 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT34 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT39 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT47 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT54 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT45 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT52 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT42 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT50 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT51 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT53 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT31 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT34 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT39 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT47 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT54 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

MILES JAMES LOT45 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT52 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT42 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

MILES JAMES LOT23 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

NOWLIN LEWIS LOT25 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

QUINLAN CHARLES H LOT37 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

QUINLAN CHARLES H LOT36 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

REDFORD FAYETT D LOT62 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

SAVACOOL JOHN LOT46 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

SMITH DAVID S LOT64 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

SMITH DAVID S LOT56 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

SMITH DAVID S LOT57 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

TULLY MURRAY F LOT26 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

TULLY MURRAY F LOT27 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

TULLY MURRAY F LOT32 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

VANDERSIFDEW SENDER LOT59 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

WELP HENRY LOT22 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

WHEELER ANDREW B LOT13 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854

WHEELER ANDREW B LOT43 16 37N 14E 10/24/1854
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map of Congressional townships in northeast Illinois counties.
from unknown source.
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

BRUCE WILLIAM LOT06 16 40N 14E 05/22/1855

BRUCE WILLIAM LOT23 16 40N 14E 05/22/1855

CARTER THOMAS B LOT08 16 40N 14E 05/21/1855

CARTER THOMAS B LOT21 16 40N 14E 05/21/1855

COOKSON CHARLES LOT04 16 40N 14E 12/19/1854

COREY FRANCIS E LOT12 16 40N 14E 11/29/1854

COREY FRANCIS E LOT17 16 40N 14E 11/29/1854

COREY FRANCIS F LOT11 16 40N 14E 04/14/1855

COREY FRANCIS F LOT18 16 40N 14E 04/14/1855

FARRINGTON SAMUEL P LOT22 16 40N 14E 05/22/1855

FARRINGTON SAMUEL P LOT07 16 40N 14E 05/22/1855

HENDERSON JOSEPH LOT01 16 40N 14E 10/17/1854

KERFOOT SAMUEL H LOT14 16 40N 14E 10/17/1854

KERFOOT SAMUEL H LOT15 16 40N 14E 11/20/1854

MILLER HENRY G LOT9 16 40N 14E 05/21/1855

MILLER HENRY G LOT20 16 40N 14E 05/21/1855

PHILLIPS THEODORE F LOT10 16 40N 14E 05/05/1855

PHILLIPS THEODORE F LOT19 16 40N 14E 05/05/1855

POLLARD JOHN K LOT2 16 40N 14E 05/22/1855

POLLARD JOHN K LOT3 16 40N 14E 05/22/1855

SIM THOMAS LOT16 16 40N 14E 10/24/1854

SIM THOMAS LOT13 16 40N 14E 10/24/1854

SMITH B LOT2 16 40N 14E 05/22/1855

WILLIAMS JOHN C LOT24 16 40N 14E 05/23/1855

WILLIAMS JOHN C LOT5 16 40N 14E 05/23/1855
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map of Congressional townships in northeast Illinois counties.
from unknown source.
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

BRIGGS CHARLES W LOT16SESE 16 37N 13E 04/08/1856

BRIGGS CHARLES W LOT09NESE 16 37N 13E 08/06/1855

COOLEY GERMANICUS LOT5SWNW 16 37N 13E 11/07/1856

FRISBEE WILLIAM R V LOT13SWSW 16 37N 13E 12/26/1855

FRISBEE WILLIAM R V LOT12NWSW 16 37N 13E 12/26/1855

HOLDSWORTH WILLIAM LOT6SESW 16 37N 13E 10/10/1856

HOLDSWORTH WILLIAM LOT7SWNE 16 37N 13E 11/05/1856

HOLDSWORTH WILLIAM LOT4NWNW 16 37N 13E 11/05/1856

KITTERING ANDREW J LOT8SENE 16 37N 13E 12/11/1855

KITTERING ANDREW J LOT1NENE 16 37N 13E 12/11/1855

MASSAY H H LOT10NWSE 16 37N 13E 09/15/1855

SUNTHER THEODORE LOT14SESW 16 37N 13E 05/20/1856

WHITNEY JOHN B LOT15SWSE 16 37N 13E 12/12/1856

WHITNEY JOHN B LOT2NWNE 16 37N 13E 12/12/1856

WHITNEY JOHN B LOT11NESW 16 37N 13E 12/12/1856

WHITNEY JOHN B LOT3NENW 16 37N 13E 12/12/1856
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map of Congressional townships in northeast Illinois counties.
from unknown source.
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

ALLEN JAMES LOT100NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ALLEN JAMES LOT101NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ALLEN JAMES LOT124NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ALLEN JAMES LOT125NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ALSTON JOHN LOT148NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ALSTON JOHN LOT149NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ALSTON JOHN LOT150NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ALSTON JOHN LOT153NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ANDERSON GEORGE LOT146NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ANTHONY ELLIOT LOT133NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ANTHONY ELLIOT LOT134NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ANTHONY ELLIOT LOT151NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ANTHONY ELLIOT LOT152NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ASPINNVALL THOMAN LOT103NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ASPINNVALL THOMAN LOT104NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LL27NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LL28NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT36NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT37NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT38NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT39NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT40NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT41NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT42NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT43NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT44NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT45NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT46NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT47NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT48NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT67NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT68NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BIGELOW ABRAHAM LOT69NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

BROSS JOHN A LL4NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BROSS JOHN A LL5NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BROSS JOHN A LL6NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BRYANT HEZEKIAH LOT212NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BRYANT HEZEKIAH LOT213NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BRYANT HEZEKIAH LOT214NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BRYANT HEZEKIAH H LOT117NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BRYANT HEZEKIAH H LOT131NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BRYANT HEZEKIAH H LOT201NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

BRYANT HEZEKIAH H LOT205NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CARBINE THOMAS LL13NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT74NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT75NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT76NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LL10NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LL23NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT157NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT158NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT159NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT160NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT161NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT162NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT170NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT171NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT172NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT53NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT54NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CHURCH WILLIAM L LOT55NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CONLEY PHILIP LOT56NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CRAFTS MILES B L15NPT 16 39N 13E 10/25/1872

CRONE JULIUS LOT165NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CROOKER GEORGE LOT196NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

CROOKER GEORGE F LOT192NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857
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Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

DUNGLASS SAMUEL LL26NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

DUNLAP SAMUEL LOT62NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

DUNLAP SAMUEL LOT58NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

FORREST JOSEPH K LOT145NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

GRAY W B H LOT227NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HAAS EMIL LOT199NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HAAS EMIL LOT198NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HAAS EMIL LOT197NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HAAS EMIL LOT203NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HAAS EMIL LOT202NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HAAS EMIL LL12NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HAAS EMIL LL22NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HAAS EMIL LOT33NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HAAS EMIL LL11NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HAAS EMIL LOT128NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HALL LAMBERTON C LOT137NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL L LOT139NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL L LOT140NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT204NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT177NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT176NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT178NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT180NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT179NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT226NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT185NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT193NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT200NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT225NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT206NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT165NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT174NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT224NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT223NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT230NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT219NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT220NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LL16NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LL18NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LL17NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT111NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT105NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT83NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT86NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOUGHTON SAMUEL S LOT84NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOYT JAMES J LOT91NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOYT JAMES J LOT93NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOYT JAMES J LOT92NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HOYT JAMES T LOT168NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HUMPHREYS JOHN W LOT229NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

HUMPHREYS JOHN W LOT82NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

JOYCE MICHAEL LOT217NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

KEITH ANNA A LOT123NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

KEITH BEZER LOT132NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

KIELSON ALEXANDER LOT85NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LANDGRAF JOHN LOT30NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LANDGRAF JOHN LL2NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LANDGRAF JOHN LOT01NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LIMBERG AUGUST LOT189NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LIMBERG AUGUST LOT188NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LIMBERG AUGUST LOT187NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LIMBERG AUGUST LOT186NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LIMBERG AUGUST LOT181NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LIMBERG AUGUST LOT173NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LIMBERG AUGUST LOT120NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LIMBERG AUGUST LOT127NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857
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LIMBERG AUGUST LOT122NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LIMBERG AUGUST LOT121NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

LUDGATE WILLIAM LL20NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MAJOR LABAN L LOT34NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MAJOR LABAN L LOT35NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANIERRE GEORGE LOT184NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANIERRE GEORGE LOT183NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANIERRE GEORGE LOT182NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANNIERRE GEORGE LOT108NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANNIERRE GEORGE LOT109NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANNIERRE GEORGE LOT99NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANNIERRE GEORGE LOT98NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANNIERRE GEORGE LOT97NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANNIERRE GEORGE LOT108NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANNIERRE GEORGE LOT109NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANNIERRE GEORGE LOT99NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANNIERRE GEORGE LOT98NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MANNIERRE GEORGE LOT97NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MARY ROWLAND H LOT167NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MARY ROWLAND H LOT166NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MATTHEWS JAMES N LOT138NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MATTHEWS JAMES N LOT116NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MCHUGH JOHN LL3NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MORSE FRANCIS E LL21NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MORSE FRANCIS E LOT210NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MYER ISAAC LOT104NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MYER ISAAC LOT103NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

MYERS JEROME LOT80NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

NEWCOMB GEORGE W LOT228NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

OHARA DANIEL LOT147NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ORVEN JOSEPHINE B LOT126NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

OWEN JOSEPHINE LOT114NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

OWEN JOSEPHINE B LOT113NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

OWEN JOSEPHINE B LOT112NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

OWEN JOSEPHINE B LOT119NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PARKS CALVIN C JR LOT212NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PARKS CALVIN C JR LOT214NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PARKS CALVIN C JR LOT201NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PARKS CALVIN C JR LOT213NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PARKS CALVIN C JR LOT205NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PARKS CALVIN JR LOT131NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PARKS CALVIN JR LOT117NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PARKS JOHN C LOT229NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PARKS JOHN C LOT82NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PEARCE JOHN J LOT211NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PEARCE JOHN J LOT135NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PEARCE MYRON L LOT211NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PEARCE MYRON L LOT135NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PEARCE SAMUEL D LOT136NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

POLLAK JOSEPH LOT31NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

POLLAK JOSEPH LOT32NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

POST SYLVESTER O LOT52NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

POST SYLVESTER O LOT50NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

POST SYLVESTER O LOT60NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

POST SYLVESTOR O LOT79NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

POST SYLVESTOR O LOT77NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

PREBLE EBER C LOT156NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

RANKIN JOHN LOT154NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

RANKIN JOHN LOT155NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ROOT JOHN L LL21NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

ROOT JOHN S LOT210NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

RUNYAN EBEN F L5N2S2NESW 16 39N 13E 10/31/1872

SCOVILLE GEORGE LL8NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SCOVILLE GEORGE LL9NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SCOVILLE GEORGE LL24NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SCOVILLE GEORGE LL25NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857
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SEXTON SYLVESTER LL7NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SEXTON SYLVESTER LOT169NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SEXTON SYLVESTER LOT164NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SEXTON SYLVESTOR LOT163NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SHERMAN PENOYER L LOT216NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SHERMAN PENOYER L LOT215NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SIENE WILLIAM LOT129NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SMITH GILBERT R LOT118NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SNEATHEN WILLIAM A LOT195NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SNEATHEN WILLIAM A LOT115NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

SNOW TAYLOR A L14NPT 16 39N 13E 10/25/1872

STGEORGE GEORGE LOT70NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

STOLBRAND CHARLES J LOT66NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

STOLBRANO CHARLES J LOT59NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

TATE WILLIAM LOT81NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

THOMAS BENJAMIN M LOT57NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

THOMPSON MARGARET E LL29NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

THOMPSON MARGARET E LOT61NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

THOMPSON MARGARET E LOT78NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

THOMPSON MARGERT E LOT51NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WARE JASPER D LOT168NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WARE JASPER D LOT91NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WARE JASPER D LOT93NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WARE JASPER D LOT92NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT63NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT65NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT49NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT64NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LL19NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT194NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT191NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT190NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT207NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

Purchaser Legal Description Section Township Range Date

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT63NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT65NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT49NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT64NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LL19NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT194NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT191NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT190NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT207NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT141NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT222NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT209NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT221NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT208NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT218NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT142NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT144NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT143NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOHN LOT110NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOSEPH LOT94NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOSEPH LOT95NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOSEPH LOT96NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WENTWORTH JOSEPH LOT94NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857

WOODWARD FRANKLIN S LOT130NPT 16 39N 13E 05/25/1857
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Historic American Buildings Survey (creator).  HABS IL-156: John Wentworth Farmhouse, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois.  Unprocessed field note 
material exists for this structure (FN-81).  Documentation compiled after 1933.

1868 initial construction

Call # HABS ILL,16-SUM,1-
Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.il0496
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Historic American Buildings Survey (creator).  HABS IL-156: John Wentworth Farmhouse, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois.  Unprocessed field note 
material exists for this structure (FN-81).  Documentation compiled after 1933.

1868 initial construction

Call # HABS ILL,16-SUM,1-
Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.il0496
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Historic American Buildings Survey (creator).  HABS IL-156: John Wentworth Farmhouse, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois.  Unprocessed field note 
material exists for this structure (FN-81).  Documentation compiled after 1933.

1868 initial construction
Photograph caption(s): 
1. Historic American Buildings Survey Joseph Hill, Photographer of Old Colored Photograph c. 1885 May 5, 1936 SOUTH ELEVATION - FRONT
2. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 SOUTH ELEVATION (FRONT)
3. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 EAST ELEVATION
4. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 NORTH ELEVATION OF WING
5. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 NORTH AND WEST ELEVATIONS
6. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 WEST ELEVATION
7. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 OLD OUT HOUSE

Call # HABS ILL,16-SUM,1-
Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.il0496
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Historic American Buildings Survey (creator).  HABS IL-156: John Wentworth Farmhouse, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois.  Unprocessed field note 
material exists for this structure (FN-81).  Documentation compiled after 1933.

1868 initial construction
Photograph caption(s): 
1. Historic American Buildings Survey Joseph Hill, Photographer of Old Colored Photograph c. 1885 May 5, 1936 SOUTH ELEVATION - FRONT
2. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 SOUTH ELEVATION (FRONT)
3. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 EAST ELEVATION
4. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 NORTH ELEVATION OF WING
5. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 NORTH AND WEST ELEVATIONS
6. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 WEST ELEVATION
7. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 OLD OUT HOUSE

Call # HABS ILL,16-SUM,1-
Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.il0496
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Historic American Buildings Survey (creator).  HABS IL-156: John Wentworth Farmhouse, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois.  Unprocessed field note 
material exists for this structure (FN-81).  Documentation compiled after 1933.

1868 initial construction
Photograph caption(s): 
1. Historic American Buildings Survey Joseph Hill, Photographer of Old Colored Photograph c. 1885 May 5, 1936 SOUTH ELEVATION - FRONT
2. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 SOUTH ELEVATION (FRONT)
3. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 EAST ELEVATION
4. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 NORTH ELEVATION OF WING
5. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 NORTH AND WEST ELEVATIONS
6. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 WEST ELEVATION
7. Historic American Buildings Survey Harold Shriver, Photographer July 10, 1936 OLD OUT HOUSE

Call # HABS ILL,16-SUM,1-
Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.il0496
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Midway Airport is located on Section 16  Midway Airport is located on Section 16  Midway Airport is located on Section 16  Midway Airport is located on Section 16  
of Township 38N Range 13Eof Township 38N Range 13Eof Township 38N Range 13Eof Township 38N Range 13E

map of Congressional townships in northeast Illinois counties.
from unknown source.
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Overview of Midway Airport and the old terminal.
Uploaded by asj410 - Eccentric Fisherman (2010 March 29)

http://www.diecastaircraftforum.com/1-1-scale-commercial-aviation/84095-pics-past-share-your-photo-memories.html
http://s100.photobucket.com/user/asj410/media/Old%20Stuff/mdw.jpg.html#/user/asj410/media/Old%20Stuff/mdw.jpg.html?&_suid=13900693365100757
106159466835
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Chicago Daily News (photographer). Airplane descending on to an airfield at Municipal Airport (1928).

View of an airplane descending on to an airfield at Municipal Airport (now Midway Airport) at 63rd and Cicero in Chicago, Illinois. A crowd is standing 
behind a chain link, and an airplane is partially visible on the left side of the image. A young boy in the foreground is standing on the other side of the 
chain, looking at the airplane. This image is damaged, and the top right-hand corner is missing.

Reproduction # DN-0086738
Chicago Daily News negatives collection.
Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 
Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n086738 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n086738 
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Chicago Daily News (photographer). Men pulling an airplane in flooded airfield at Midway Airport (1929).

Image of a group of men pulling an airplane along a flooded airfield at Municipal Airport, now Midway Airport, located in the Garfield Ridge community 
area of Chicago, Illinois. Two hangars are visible in the background, and two men are standing in the background.

Reproduction # DN 0087936 
Chicago Daily News negatives collection.
Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 
Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n087936 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n087936 
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/I?cdn:1:./temp/~ammem_xzkL::displayType=1:m856sd=ichicdn:m856sf=n087936:@@@mdb=mcc,gottscho,detr,nfor,wpa,aap,cwar,bbpix,cowel
lbib,calbkbib,consrvbib,bdsbib,dag,fsaall,gmd,pan,vv,presp,varstg,suffrg,nawbib,horyd,wtc,toddbib,mgw,ncr,ngp,musdibib,hlaw,papr,lhbumbib,rbpebib,lbc
oll,alad,hh,aaodyssey,magbell,bbc,dcm,raelbib,runyon,dukesm,lomaxbib,mtj,gottlieb,aep,qlt,coolbib,fpnas,aasm,denn,relpet,amss,aaeo,mff,afc911bib,mj
m,mnwp,rbcmillerbib,molden,ww2map,mfdipbib,afcnyebib,klpmap,hawp,omhbib,rbaapcbib,mal,ncpsbib,ncpm,lhbprbib,ftvbib,afcreed,aipn,cwband,flwpabi
b,wpapos,cmns,psbib,pin,coplandbib,cola,tccc,curt,mharendt,lhbcbbib,eaa,haybib,mesnbib,fine,cwnyhs,svybib,mmorse,afcwwgbib,mymhiwebib,uncall,afc
wip,mtaft,manz,llstbib,fawbib,berl,fmuever,cdn,upboverbib,mussm,cic,afcpearl,awh,awhbib,sgp,wright,lhbtnbib,afcesnbib,hurstonbib,mreynoldsbib,spaldin
gbib,sgproto,scsmbib,afccalbib,mamcol,
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Chicago Daily News (photographer). Men with airplane at flooded Midway airport (1929).

View of men walking next to an airplane and a truck on a flooded airfield at the municipal airport, now known as Midway airport, in the Garfield Ridge 
community area of Chicago, Illinois. A hangar and a building are visible in the background.

Reproduction # DN-0087841
Chicago Daily News negatives collection.
Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 
Digital ID: (original negative) ichicdn n087841 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n087841 
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/I?cdn:1:./temp/~ammem_FnQ5::displayType=1:m856sd=ichicdn:m856sf=n087841:@@@mdb=mcc,gottscho,detr,nfor,wpa,aap,cwar,bbpix,cow
ellbib,calbkbib,consrvbib,bdsbib,dag,fsaall,gmd,pan,vv,presp,varstg,suffrg,nawbib,horyd,wtc,toddbib,mgw,ncr,ngp,musdibib,hlaw,papr,lhbumbib,rbpebib,lb
coll,alad,hh,aaodyssey,magbell,bbc,dcm,raelbib,runyon,dukesm,lomaxbib,mtj,gottlieb,aep,qlt,coolbib,fpnas,aasm,denn,relpet,amss,aaeo,mff,afc911bib,mj
m,mnwp,rbcmillerbib,molden,ww2map,mfdipbib,afcnyebib,klpmap,hawp,omhbib,rbaapcbib,mal,ncpsbib,ncpm,lhbprbib,ftvbib,afcreed,aipn,cwband,flwpabi
b,wpapos,cmns,psbib,pin,coplandbib,cola,tccc,curt,mharendt,lhbcbbib,eaa,haybib,mesnbib,fine,cwnyhs,svybib,mmorse,afcwwgbib,mymhiwebib,uncall,afc
wip,mtaft,manz,llstbib,fawbib,berl,fmuever,cdn,upboverbib,mussm,cic,afcpearl,awh,awhbib,sgp,wright,lhbtnbib,afcesnbib,hurstonbib,mreynoldsbib,spaldin
gbib,sgproto,scsmbib,afccalbib,mamcol,
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Chicago Daily News (photographer). Man typing on a typewriter, sitting at a table in an office at Municipal Airport (1929).

Portrait of an unidentified man typing on a typewriter, sitting at a table in an office at Municipal Airport, now Midway Airport, bounded by South Central and 
Cicero Avenues and West 59th and West 63rd Streets in the Garfield Ridge community area of Chicago, Illinois. An unidentified woman is standing next 
to the man.

Reproduction # DN-0089587
Chicago Daily News negatives collection.
Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 
Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n089587 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n089587
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Chicago Daily News (photographer). Woman standing and writing at a chalkboard in a room at Municipal Airport (1929).

Full-length portrait of an unidentified woman standing at a chalkboard and writing with a piece of chalk in a room at Municipal Airport, now Midway Airport, 
bounded by South Central and Cicero Avenues and West 59th and West 63rd Streets in the Garfield Ridge community area of Chicago, Illinois. Grids are 
visible on the chalkboard. Text on chalkboard reads: Weather Charts, Winds Aloft.

Reproduction # DN-0089591
Chicago Daily News negatives collection.
Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 
Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n089591 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n089591 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Wesley I. and McCown, Susan (historians). Midway Airport, South Terminal, Cicero Avenue between Fifty-fifth & Sixty-third Streets, Chicago, Cook 
County, Illinois. HABS IL-305. (1967, 1985)  No known restrictions on images made by the U.S. Government.

Initial construction 1931.  The passenger terminal building is a small, neat structure in reinforced concrete International Style and may be one of the oldest 
airport buildings in the country.

Call # HABS ILL,16-CHIG,100A-
Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record/Historic American Landscapes Survey 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/il0380/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0300/il0380/data/il0380data.pdf
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Wesley I. and McCown, Susan (historians). Midway Airport, South Terminal, Cicero Avenue between Fifty-fifth & Sixty-third Streets, Chicago, Cook 
County, Illinois. HABS IL-305. (1967, 1985)

No known restrictions on images made by the U.S. Government;

Initial construction 1931.
The passenger terminal building is a small, neat structure in reinforced concrete International Style and may be one of the oldest airport buildings in the 
country.

Call # HABS ILL,16-CHIG,100A-
Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record/Historic American Landscapes Survey 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/il0380/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0300/il0380/data/il0380data.pdf
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Wesley I. and McCown, Susan (historians). Midway Airport, South Terminal, Cicero Avenue between Fifty-fifth & Sixty-third Streets, Chicago, Cook 
County, Illinois. HABS IL-305. (1967, 1985)

No known restrictions on images made by the U.S. Government;

Initial construction 1931.
The passenger terminal building is a small, neat structure in reinforced concrete International Style and may be one of the oldest airport buildings in the 
country.

Call # HABS ILL,16-CHIG,100A-
Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record/Historic American Landscapes Survey 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/il0380/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0300/il0380/data/il0380data.pdf
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Midland Warehouse.  Western Avenue 1500S. Chicago, Illinois.  2005 March 11.
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Morris Morris Morris Morris BirkbeckBirkbeckBirkbeckBirkbeck

Letters From IllinoisLetters From IllinoisLetters From IllinoisLetters From Illinois

London: Taylor and London: Taylor and London: Taylor and London: Taylor and HesseyHesseyHesseyHessey

(1818)(1818)(1818)(1818)

Birkbeck, Morris (1818).  Letters from Illinois.  London: Taylor & Hessey.
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Preface (page v):Preface (page v):Preface (page v):Preface (page v):

It has been the fashion, though It has been the fashion, though It has been the fashion, though It has been the fashion, though 
now a little out of date, for such now a little out of date, for such now a little out of date, for such now a little out of date, for such 
as myself to be told that we were as myself to be told that we were as myself to be told that we were as myself to be told that we were 
not fit to breathe the air of Old not fit to breathe the air of Old not fit to breathe the air of Old not fit to breathe the air of Old 
England; and, as we did not like England; and, as we did not like England; and, as we did not like England; and, as we did not like 
the way of being ruled and taxed the way of being ruled and taxed the way of being ruled and taxed the way of being ruled and taxed 
by people who had no more right by people who had no more right by people who had no more right by people who had no more right 
to rule and tax us than consisted to rule and tax us than consisted to rule and tax us than consisted to rule and tax us than consisted 
in the power of doing it, the land in the power of doing it, the land in the power of doing it, the land in the power of doing it, the land 
we lived in was too good for us, we lived in was too good for us, we lived in was too good for us, we lived in was too good for us, 
and it would be well for us to and it would be well for us to and it would be well for us to and it would be well for us to 
leave it.leave it.leave it.leave it.

The recommendation for exile The recommendation for exile The recommendation for exile The recommendation for exile 
has succeeded to admiration in has succeeded to admiration in has succeeded to admiration in has succeeded to admiration in 
my case.my case.my case.my case.

(page iv)(page iv)(page iv)(page iv)

In Illinois, we have no rent, tithe, In Illinois, we have no rent, tithe, In Illinois, we have no rent, tithe, In Illinois, we have no rent, tithe, 
orororor poor'spoor'spoor'spoor's rate, and scarcely any rate, and scarcely any rate, and scarcely any rate, and scarcely any 
taxes, perhaps one farthing per taxes, perhaps one farthing per taxes, perhaps one farthing per taxes, perhaps one farthing per 
acre.acre.acre.acre.

Birkbeck, Morris (1818).  Letters from Illinois.  London: Taylor & Hessey.
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(page 5):(page 5):(page 5):(page 5):

We have no taxes, excepting We have no taxes, excepting We have no taxes, excepting We have no taxes, excepting 
what are raised on the principle what are raised on the principle what are raised on the principle what are raised on the principle 
of our country rates, and they of our country rates, and they of our country rates, and they of our country rates, and they 
are hardly perceptible.are hardly perceptible.are hardly perceptible.are hardly perceptible.

(page 41):(page 41):(page 41):(page 41):

Of the matters that used to Of the matters that used to Of the matters that used to Of the matters that used to 
agitate us in England, I hear of agitate us in England, I hear of agitate us in England, I hear of agitate us in England, I hear of 
loans to government, to pay the loans to government, to pay the loans to government, to pay the loans to government, to pay the 
interest of which, I presume you interest of which, I presume you interest of which, I presume you interest of which, I presume you 
must have new taxes; I hear also must have new taxes; I hear also must have new taxes; I hear also must have new taxes; I hear also 
of loans to parishes in aid of the of loans to parishes in aid of the of loans to parishes in aid of the of loans to parishes in aid of the 
poorpoorpoorpoor----rates.rates.rates.rates.

(In Illinois) The whole system of (In Illinois) The whole system of (In Illinois) The whole system of (In Illinois) The whole system of 
internal taxation is done away internal taxation is done away internal taxation is done away internal taxation is done away 
by a late act of Congress.  by a late act of Congress.  by a late act of Congress.  by a late act of Congress.  

Think of a country withoutThink of a country withoutThink of a country withoutThink of a country without
excisemenexcisemenexcisemenexcisemen, or assessors, or , or assessors, or , or assessors, or , or assessors, or 
collectors, or receiverscollectors, or receiverscollectors, or receiverscollectors, or receivers----general, general, general, general, 
or informers or paupers! or informers or paupers! or informers or paupers! or informers or paupers! 

Birkbeck, Morris (1818).  Letters from Illinois.  London: Taylor & Hessey.
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Now know ye, that the United States of America, in consideration of the Premises, and in conformity with the several acts of Congress, in such case made 
and provided, have given and granted, and by these presents do give and grant, unto the said (purchaser) and to his heirs, the said tract above described 
to have and to hold the same, together with all the rights, privileges, immunities, and appurtenances of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging unto the 
said (purchaser) and to his heirs and assigns forever.

(left) original title issued to Samuel Birkbeck of Jo Davies County, Illinois (1848 July 1).
(right) original title issued to George W.P. Maxwell of Schuyler County, Illinois for land in township 39N sold at Chicago (1839 October 1).
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/
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U.S. Supreme CourtU.S. Supreme CourtU.S. Supreme CourtU.S. Supreme Court

Trustees of Dartmouth College v. WoodwardTrustees of Dartmouth College v. WoodwardTrustees of Dartmouth College v. WoodwardTrustees of Dartmouth College v. Woodward

17 U.S. 51817 U.S. 51817 U.S. 51817 U.S. 518

(1819 February 2)(1819 February 2)(1819 February 2)(1819 February 2)

U.S. Supreme Court (author) (1819).  Trustees of Dartmouth College v. Woodward.  17 U.S. 518 (1819 February 2)



178

The very object sought in The very object sought in The very object sought in The very object sought in 
obtaining such charter, and in obtaining such charter, and in obtaining such charter, and in obtaining such charter, and in 
giving property to such a giving property to such a giving property to such a giving property to such a 
corporation, is to make and keep corporation, is to make and keep corporation, is to make and keep corporation, is to make and keep 
it private property, and to clothe it private property, and to clothe it private property, and to clothe it private property, and to clothe 
it with all the security and it with all the security and it with all the security and it with all the security and 
inviolability of private property.inviolability of private property.inviolability of private property.inviolability of private property.

The intent is, that there shall be The intent is, that there shall be The intent is, that there shall be The intent is, that there shall be 
a legal private ownership, and a legal private ownership, and a legal private ownership, and a legal private ownership, and 
that the legal owners shall that the legal owners shall that the legal owners shall that the legal owners shall 
maintain and protect the maintain and protect the maintain and protect the maintain and protect the 
property, for the benefit of property, for the benefit of property, for the benefit of property, for the benefit of 
those for whose use it was those for whose use it was those for whose use it was those for whose use it was 
designed. designed. designed. designed. 

Who ever endowed the public?Who ever endowed the public?Who ever endowed the public?Who ever endowed the public?

Who ever appointed a Who ever appointed a Who ever appointed a Who ever appointed a 
legislature to administer his legislature to administer his legislature to administer his legislature to administer his 
charity?charity?charity?charity?

Or who ever heard, before, that Or who ever heard, before, that Or who ever heard, before, that Or who ever heard, before, that 
a gift to a college, or hospital, or a gift to a college, or hospital, or a gift to a college, or hospital, or a gift to a college, or hospital, or 
an asylum, was, in reality, nothing an asylum, was, in reality, nothing an asylum, was, in reality, nothing an asylum, was, in reality, nothing 
but a gift to the state?but a gift to the state?but a gift to the state?but a gift to the state?

U.S. Supreme Court (author) (1819).  Trustees of Dartmouth College v. Woodward.  17 U.S. 518 (1819 February 2)
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The state of Vermont is a The state of Vermont is a The state of Vermont is a The state of Vermont is a 
principal donor to Dartmouth principal donor to Dartmouth principal donor to Dartmouth principal donor to Dartmouth 
College. College. College. College. 

The lands given lie in that state.  The lands given lie in that state.  The lands given lie in that state.  The lands given lie in that state.  

This appears in the special This appears in the special This appears in the special This appears in the special 
verdictverdictverdictverdict

Is Vermont to be considered as Is Vermont to be considered as Is Vermont to be considered as Is Vermont to be considered as 
having intended a gift to the having intended a gift to the having intended a gift to the having intended a gift to the 
state of New Hampshire in this state of New Hampshire in this state of New Hampshire in this state of New Hampshire in this 
case; as it has been said is to be case; as it has been said is to be case; as it has been said is to be case; as it has been said is to be 
the reasonable construction of the reasonable construction of the reasonable construction of the reasonable construction of 
all donations to the college?all donations to the college?all donations to the college?all donations to the college?

The legislature of New The legislature of New The legislature of New The legislature of New 
Hampshire affects to represent Hampshire affects to represent Hampshire affects to represent Hampshire affects to represent 
the public, and therefore, claims the public, and therefore, claims the public, and therefore, claims the public, and therefore, claims 
a right to control [17 U.S. 518, a right to control [17 U.S. 518, a right to control [17 U.S. 518, a right to control [17 U.S. 518, 
575] all property destined to 575] all property destined to 575] all property destined to 575] all property destined to 
public use.public use.public use.public use.

What hinders Vermont from What hinders Vermont from What hinders Vermont from What hinders Vermont from 
considering herself equally the considering herself equally the considering herself equally the considering herself equally the 
representative of the public, and representative of the public, and representative of the public, and representative of the public, and 
from resuming her grants, at her from resuming her grants, at her from resuming her grants, at her from resuming her grants, at her 
own pleasure?own pleasure?own pleasure?own pleasure?

Her right to do so is less Her right to do so is less Her right to do so is less Her right to do so is less 
doubtful, than the power of doubtful, than the power of doubtful, than the power of doubtful, than the power of 
New Hampshire to pass the New Hampshire to pass the New Hampshire to pass the New Hampshire to pass the 
laws in question.laws in question.laws in question.laws in question.

U.S. Supreme Court (author) (1819).  Trustees of Dartmouth College v. Woodward.  17 U.S. 518 (1819 February 2)
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In University v. Foy, 2In University v. Foy, 2In University v. Foy, 2In University v. Foy, 2 HaywHaywHaywHayw. . . . 
310, the supreme court of 310, the supreme court of 310, the supreme court of 310, the supreme court of 
North Carolina pronounced North Carolina pronounced North Carolina pronounced North Carolina pronounced 
unconstitutional and void, a law unconstitutional and void, a law unconstitutional and void, a law unconstitutional and void, a law 
repealing a grant to the repealing a grant to the repealing a grant to the repealing a grant to the 
University of North Carolina; University of North Carolina; University of North Carolina; University of North Carolina; 
although that university was although that university was although that university was although that university was 
originally erected and endowed originally erected and endowed originally erected and endowed originally erected and endowed 
by a statute of the state. by a statute of the state. by a statute of the state. by a statute of the state. 

That case was a grant of lands, That case was a grant of lands, That case was a grant of lands, That case was a grant of lands, 
and the court decided, that it and the court decided, that it and the court decided, that it and the court decided, that it 
could not be resumed. could not be resumed. could not be resumed. could not be resumed. 

This is the grant of a power and This is the grant of a power and This is the grant of a power and This is the grant of a power and 
capacity to hold lands.capacity to hold lands.capacity to hold lands.capacity to hold lands.

Where is the difference of the Where is the difference of the Where is the difference of the Where is the difference of the 
cases, upon principle? cases, upon principle? cases, upon principle? cases, upon principle? 

In In In In TerrettTerrettTerrettTerrett v. Taylor, 9v. Taylor, 9v. Taylor, 9v. Taylor, 9 CranchCranchCranchCranch
43, this court decided, that a 43, this court decided, that a 43, this court decided, that a 43, this court decided, that a 
legislative grant or confirmation legislative grant or confirmation legislative grant or confirmation legislative grant or confirmation 
of lands, for the purposes of of lands, for the purposes of of lands, for the purposes of of lands, for the purposes of 
moral and religious instruction, moral and religious instruction, moral and religious instruction, moral and religious instruction, 
could no more be rescinded than could no more be rescinded than could no more be rescinded than could no more be rescinded than 
other grants.other grants.other grants.other grants.

U.S. Supreme Court (author) (1819).  Trustees of Dartmouth College v. Woodward.  17 U.S. 518 (1819 February 2)
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I hope enough has been said, to I hope enough has been said, to I hope enough has been said, to I hope enough has been said, to 
show, that the trustees show, that the trustees show, that the trustees show, that the trustees 
possessed vested liberties, possessed vested liberties, possessed vested liberties, possessed vested liberties, 
privileges and immunities, under privileges and immunities, under privileges and immunities, under privileges and immunities, under 
this charter; and that such this charter; and that such this charter; and that such this charter; and that such 
liberties, privileges and liberties, privileges and liberties, privileges and liberties, privileges and 
immunities, being once lawfully immunities, being once lawfully immunities, being once lawfully immunities, being once lawfully 
obtained and vested, are as obtained and vested, are as obtained and vested, are as obtained and vested, are as 
inviolable as any vested rights ofinviolable as any vested rights ofinviolable as any vested rights ofinviolable as any vested rights of
property whatever.property whatever.property whatever.property whatever.

The fifteenth article has been The fifteenth article has been The fifteenth article has been The fifteenth article has been 
referred [17 U.S. 518, 580] to referred [17 U.S. 518, 580] to referred [17 U.S. 518, 580] to referred [17 U.S. 518, 580] to 
before. before. before. before. 

It declares, that no one shall be It declares, that no one shall be It declares, that no one shall be It declares, that no one shall be 
'deprived of his property, 'deprived of his property, 'deprived of his property, 'deprived of his property, 
immunities or privileges, but by immunities or privileges, but by immunities or privileges, but by immunities or privileges, but by 
the judgment of his peers, or the the judgment of his peers, or the the judgment of his peers, or the the judgment of his peers, or the 
law of the land.law of the land.law of the land.law of the land.’’’’

U.S. Supreme Court (author) (1819).  Trustees of Dartmouth College v. Woodward.  17 U.S. 518 (1819 February 2)
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Notwithstanding the light in Notwithstanding the light in Notwithstanding the light in Notwithstanding the light in 
which the learned judges in New which the learned judges in New which the learned judges in New which the learned judges in New 
Hampshire viewed the rights of Hampshire viewed the rights of Hampshire viewed the rights of Hampshire viewed the rights of 
the plaintiffs under the charter, the plaintiffs under the charter, the plaintiffs under the charter, the plaintiffs under the charter, 
and which has been before and which has been before and which has been before and which has been before 
adverted to, it is found to be adverted to, it is found to be adverted to, it is found to be adverted to, it is found to be 
admitted, in their opinion, that admitted, in their opinion, that admitted, in their opinion, that admitted, in their opinion, that 
those rights are privileges, within those rights are privileges, within those rights are privileges, within those rights are privileges, within 
the meaning of this fifteenth the meaning of this fifteenth the meaning of this fifteenth the meaning of this fifteenth 
article of the bill of rights. article of the bill of rights. article of the bill of rights. article of the bill of rights. 

Having quoted that article, they Having quoted that article, they Having quoted that article, they Having quoted that article, they 
say, say, say, say, ‘‘‘‘that the right to manage that the right to manage that the right to manage that the right to manage 
the affairs of this college is a the affairs of this college is a the affairs of this college is a the affairs of this college is a 
privilege, within the meaning of privilege, within the meaning of privilege, within the meaning of privilege, within the meaning of 
this clause of the bill of rights, is this clause of the bill of rights, is this clause of the bill of rights, is this clause of the bill of rights, is 
not to be doubted.not to be doubted.not to be doubted.not to be doubted.’’’’

In my humble opinion, this In my humble opinion, this In my humble opinion, this In my humble opinion, this 
surrenders the point. surrenders the point. surrenders the point. surrenders the point. 

To resist the effect of this To resist the effect of this To resist the effect of this To resist the effect of this 
admission, however, the learned admission, however, the learned admission, however, the learned admission, however, the learned 
judges add, judges add, judges add, judges add, ‘‘‘‘but how a privilege but how a privilege but how a privilege but how a privilege 
can be protected from the can be protected from the can be protected from the can be protected from the 
operation of the law of the land, operation of the law of the land, operation of the law of the land, operation of the law of the land, 
by a clause in the constitution, by a clause in the constitution, by a clause in the constitution, by a clause in the constitution, 
declaring that it shall not be declaring that it shall not be declaring that it shall not be declaring that it shall not be 
taken away, but by the law of taken away, but by the law of taken away, but by the law of taken away, but by the law of 
the land, is not very easily the land, is not very easily the land, is not very easily the land, is not very easily 
understood.understood.understood.understood.’’’’

This answer goes on the This answer goes on the This answer goes on the This answer goes on the 
ground, that the acts in question ground, that the acts in question ground, that the acts in question ground, that the acts in question 
are laws of the land, within the are laws of the land, within the are laws of the land, within the are laws of the land, within the 
meaning of the constitution.meaning of the constitution.meaning of the constitution.meaning of the constitution.

U.S. Supreme Court (author) (1819).  Trustees of Dartmouth College v. Woodward.  17 U.S. 518 (1819 February 2)
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If they be so, the argument If they be so, the argument If they be so, the argument If they be so, the argument 
drawn from this article is fully drawn from this article is fully drawn from this article is fully drawn from this article is fully 
answered. answered. answered. answered. 

If they be not so, it being If they be not so, it being If they be not so, it being If they be not so, it being 
admitted that the plaintiffs' admitted that the plaintiffs' admitted that the plaintiffs' admitted that the plaintiffs' 
rights are rights are rights are rights are ‘‘‘‘privileges,privileges,privileges,privileges,’’’’ within the within the within the within the 
meaning of the article, the meaning of the article, the meaning of the article, the meaning of the article, the 
argument is not answered, and argument is not answered, and argument is not answered, and argument is not answered, and 
the article is infringed by the the article is infringed by the the article is infringed by the the article is infringed by the 
acts.acts.acts.acts.

Are then these acts of the Are then these acts of the Are then these acts of the Are then these acts of the 
legislature, which affect only legislature, which affect only legislature, which affect only legislature, which affect only 
particular persons and their particular persons and their particular persons and their particular persons and their 
particular privileges, laws of the particular privileges, laws of the particular privileges, laws of the particular privileges, laws of the 
land? land? land? land? 

Let this question be answered Let this question be answered Let this question be answered Let this question be answered 
by the text of Blackstone: by the text of Blackstone: by the text of Blackstone: by the text of Blackstone: 

‘‘‘‘And first, it (i. e., law) is a rule; And first, it (i. e., law) is a rule; And first, it (i. e., law) is a rule; And first, it (i. e., law) is a rule; 
not a transient sudden order not a transient sudden order not a transient sudden order not a transient sudden order 
from a superior, to or concerning from a superior, to or concerning from a superior, to or concerning from a superior, to or concerning 
a particular [17 U.S. 518, 581] a particular [17 U.S. 518, 581] a particular [17 U.S. 518, 581] a particular [17 U.S. 518, 581] 
person; but something person; but something person; but something person; but something 
permanent, uniform and permanent, uniform and permanent, uniform and permanent, uniform and 
universal. universal. universal. universal. 
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‘‘‘‘Therefore, a particular act of Therefore, a particular act of Therefore, a particular act of Therefore, a particular act of 
the legislature, to confiscate the the legislature, to confiscate the the legislature, to confiscate the the legislature, to confiscate the 
goods of Titus, or to attaint him goods of Titus, or to attaint him goods of Titus, or to attaint him goods of Titus, or to attaint him 
of high treason, does not enter of high treason, does not enter of high treason, does not enter of high treason, does not enter 
into the idea of a municipal law; into the idea of a municipal law; into the idea of a municipal law; into the idea of a municipal law; 
for the operation of this act is for the operation of this act is for the operation of this act is for the operation of this act is 
spent upon Titus only, and has spent upon Titus only, and has spent upon Titus only, and has spent upon Titus only, and has 
no relation to the community in no relation to the community in no relation to the community in no relation to the community in 
general; it is rather a sentence general; it is rather a sentence general; it is rather a sentence general; it is rather a sentence 
than a law.than a law.than a law.than a law.”””” 1111BlBlBlBl. Com. 44.. Com. 44.. Com. 44.. Com. 44.

Lord Coke is equally decisive Lord Coke is equally decisive Lord Coke is equally decisive Lord Coke is equally decisive 
and emphatic.and emphatic.and emphatic.and emphatic.

Citing and commenting on the Citing and commenting on the Citing and commenting on the Citing and commenting on the 
celebrated 29th chap. of magnacelebrated 29th chap. of magnacelebrated 29th chap. of magnacelebrated 29th chap. of magna
chartachartachartacharta, he says:, he says:, he says:, he says:

‘‘‘‘No man shall beNo man shall beNo man shall beNo man shall be disseiseddisseiseddisseiseddisseised, &c., , &c., , &c., , &c., 
unless it be by the lawful unless it be by the lawful unless it be by the lawful unless it be by the lawful 
judgment, that is, verdict of judgment, that is, verdict of judgment, that is, verdict of judgment, that is, verdict of 
equals, or by the law of the land, equals, or by the law of the land, equals, or by the law of the land, equals, or by the law of the land, 
that is (to speak it once for all), that is (to speak it once for all), that is (to speak it once for all), that is (to speak it once for all), 
by the due course and process by the due course and process by the due course and process by the due course and process 
of law.of law.of law.of law.’’’’ 2 Inst. 46.2 Inst. 46.2 Inst. 46.2 Inst. 46.
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Have the plaintiffs lost their Have the plaintiffs lost their Have the plaintiffs lost their Have the plaintiffs lost their 
franchises by franchises by franchises by franchises by ‘‘‘‘due course and due course and due course and due course and 
process of law?process of law?process of law?process of law?’’’’

On the contrary, are not these On the contrary, are not these On the contrary, are not these On the contrary, are not these 
acts acts acts acts ‘‘‘‘particular acts of the particular acts of the particular acts of the particular acts of the 
legislature, which have no legislature, which have no legislature, which have no legislature, which have no 
relation to the community in relation to the community in relation to the community in relation to the community in 
general, and which are rather general, and which are rather general, and which are rather general, and which are rather 
sentences than laws?sentences than laws?sentences than laws?sentences than laws?’’’’

By the law of the land, is most By the law of the land, is most By the law of the land, is most By the law of the land, is most 
clearly intended, the general law; clearly intended, the general law; clearly intended, the general law; clearly intended, the general law; 
a law, which hears before it a law, which hears before it a law, which hears before it a law, which hears before it 
condemns; which proceeds upon condemns; which proceeds upon condemns; which proceeds upon condemns; which proceeds upon 
inquiry, and renders judgment inquiry, and renders judgment inquiry, and renders judgment inquiry, and renders judgment 
only after trial.only after trial.only after trial.only after trial.

The meaning is, that every The meaning is, that every The meaning is, that every The meaning is, that every 
citizen shall hold his life, liberty, citizen shall hold his life, liberty, citizen shall hold his life, liberty, citizen shall hold his life, liberty, 
property and immunities, under property and immunities, under property and immunities, under property and immunities, under 
the protection of the general the protection of the general the protection of the general the protection of the general 
rules which govern society. rules which govern society. rules which govern society. rules which govern society. 

Everything which may pass Everything which may pass Everything which may pass Everything which may pass 
under the form of an enactment, under the form of an enactment, under the form of an enactment, under the form of an enactment, 
is not, therefore, to be is not, therefore, to be is not, therefore, to be is not, therefore, to be 
considered the law of the land.considered the law of the land.considered the law of the land.considered the law of the land.
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All the authorities speak of All the authorities speak of All the authorities speak of All the authorities speak of 
fellowships in colleges as fellowships in colleges as fellowships in colleges as fellowships in colleges as 
freeholds.freeholds.freeholds.freeholds.

The charter is a charter of The charter is a charter of The charter is a charter of The charter is a charter of 
privileges and immunities; and privileges and immunities; and privileges and immunities; and privileges and immunities; and 
these arethese arethese arethese are holdenholdenholdenholden by the by the by the by the 
trustees, expressly against the trustees, expressly against the trustees, expressly against the trustees, expressly against the 
state, for ever.state, for ever.state, for ever.state, for ever.

It is admitted, that the state, by It is admitted, that the state, by It is admitted, that the state, by It is admitted, that the state, by 
its courts of law, can enforce the its courts of law, can enforce the its courts of law, can enforce the its courts of law, can enforce the 
will of the donor, and compel a will of the donor, and compel a will of the donor, and compel a will of the donor, and compel a 
faithful execution of the trust.faithful execution of the trust.faithful execution of the trust.faithful execution of the trust.

The plaintiffs claim no The plaintiffs claim no The plaintiffs claim no The plaintiffs claim no 
exemption from legal exemption from legal exemption from legal exemption from legal 
responsibility.responsibility.responsibility.responsibility.

They hold themselves at all They hold themselves at all They hold themselves at all They hold themselves at all 
times answerable to the law of times answerable to the law of times answerable to the law of times answerable to the law of 
the land, for their conduct in the the land, for their conduct in the the land, for their conduct in the the land, for their conduct in the 
trust committed to them.trust committed to them.trust committed to them.trust committed to them.

They ask only to hold the They ask only to hold the They ask only to hold the They ask only to hold the 
property of which they are property of which they are property of which they are property of which they are 
owners, and the franchises which owners, and the franchises which owners, and the franchises which owners, and the franchises which 
belong to them, until they shall belong to them, until they shall belong to them, until they shall belong to them, until they shall 
be found by due course and be found by due course and be found by due course and be found by due course and 
process of law to have forfeited process of law to have forfeited process of law to have forfeited process of law to have forfeited 
them.them.them.them.
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The plaintiffs contend, in the The plaintiffs contend, in the The plaintiffs contend, in the The plaintiffs contend, in the 
second place, that the acts in second place, that the acts in second place, that the acts in second place, that the acts in 
question are repugnant to the question are repugnant to the question are repugnant to the question are repugnant to the 
10th section [17 U.S. 518, 10th section [17 U.S. 518, 10th section [17 U.S. 518, 10th section [17 U.S. 518, 
589] of the 1st article of the 589] of the 1st article of the 589] of the 1st article of the 589] of the 1st article of the 
constitution of the United constitution of the United constitution of the United constitution of the United 
States.States.States.States.

The material words of that The material words of that The material words of that The material words of that 
section are, section are, section are, section are, ‘‘‘‘no state shall pass no state shall pass no state shall pass no state shall pass 
any bill of attainder, ex post any bill of attainder, ex post any bill of attainder, ex post any bill of attainder, ex post 
facto law, or law impairing the facto law, or law impairing the facto law, or law impairing the facto law, or law impairing the 
obligation of contracts.obligation of contracts.obligation of contracts.obligation of contracts.’’’’

The object of these most The object of these most The object of these most The object of these most 
important provisions in the important provisions in the important provisions in the important provisions in the 
national constitution has often national constitution has often national constitution has often national constitution has often 
been discussed, both here and been discussed, both here and been discussed, both here and been discussed, both here and 
elsewhere.elsewhere.elsewhere.elsewhere.

It is exhibited with great It is exhibited with great It is exhibited with great It is exhibited with great 
clearness and force by one of clearness and force by one of clearness and force by one of clearness and force by one of 
the distinguished persons who the distinguished persons who the distinguished persons who the distinguished persons who 
framed that instrument.framed that instrument.framed that instrument.framed that instrument.

‘‘‘‘Bills of attainder, ex post factoBills of attainder, ex post factoBills of attainder, ex post factoBills of attainder, ex post facto
laws, and laws impairing the laws, and laws impairing the laws, and laws impairing the laws, and laws impairing the 
obligation of contracts, are obligation of contracts, are obligation of contracts, are obligation of contracts, are 
contrary to the first principles of contrary to the first principles of contrary to the first principles of contrary to the first principles of 
the social compact, and to every the social compact, and to every the social compact, and to every the social compact, and to every 
principle of sound legislation. principle of sound legislation. principle of sound legislation. principle of sound legislation. 
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The two former are expressly The two former are expressly The two former are expressly The two former are expressly 
prohibited by the declarations prohibited by the declarations prohibited by the declarations prohibited by the declarations 
prefixed to some of the state prefixed to some of the state prefixed to some of the state prefixed to some of the state 
constitutions, and all of them are constitutions, and all of them are constitutions, and all of them are constitutions, and all of them are 
prohibited by the spirit and prohibited by the spirit and prohibited by the spirit and prohibited by the spirit and 
scope of these fundamental scope of these fundamental scope of these fundamental scope of these fundamental 
charters.charters.charters.charters.

Our own experience has taught Our own experience has taught Our own experience has taught Our own experience has taught 
us, nevertheless, that additional us, nevertheless, that additional us, nevertheless, that additional us, nevertheless, that additional 
fences against these dangers fences against these dangers fences against these dangers fences against these dangers 
ought not to be omitted.ought not to be omitted.ought not to be omitted.ought not to be omitted.

Very properly, therefore, have Very properly, therefore, have Very properly, therefore, have Very properly, therefore, have 
the convention added this the convention added this the convention added this the convention added this 
constitutional bulwark in favor constitutional bulwark in favor constitutional bulwark in favor constitutional bulwark in favor 
of personal security and private of personal security and private of personal security and private of personal security and private 
rights; and I am much deceived, if rights; and I am much deceived, if rights; and I am much deceived, if rights; and I am much deceived, if 
they have not, in so doing, as they have not, in so doing, as they have not, in so doing, as they have not, in so doing, as 
faithfully consulted the genuine faithfully consulted the genuine faithfully consulted the genuine faithfully consulted the genuine 
sentiments as the undoubted sentiments as the undoubted sentiments as the undoubted sentiments as the undoubted 
interests of their constituents. interests of their constituents. interests of their constituents. interests of their constituents. 

The sober people of America The sober people of America The sober people of America The sober people of America 
are weary of the fluctuating are weary of the fluctuating are weary of the fluctuating are weary of the fluctuating 
policy which has directed the policy which has directed the policy which has directed the policy which has directed the 
public councils.public councils.public councils.public councils.
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They have seen with regret, and They have seen with regret, and They have seen with regret, and They have seen with regret, and 
with indignation, that sudden with indignation, that sudden with indignation, that sudden with indignation, that sudden 
changes, and legislative changes, and legislative changes, and legislative changes, and legislative 
interferences, in cases affecting interferences, in cases affecting interferences, in cases affecting interferences, in cases affecting 
personal rights, become jobs in personal rights, become jobs in personal rights, become jobs in personal rights, become jobs in 
the hands of enterprising and the hands of enterprising and the hands of enterprising and the hands of enterprising and 
influential speculators; and influential speculators; and influential speculators; and influential speculators; and 
snares to the more industrious snares to the more industrious snares to the more industrious snares to the more industrious 
and less informed part of the and less informed part of the and less informed part of the and less informed part of the 
[17 U.S. 518, 590] community.[17 U.S. 518, 590] community.[17 U.S. 518, 590] community.[17 U.S. 518, 590] community.

Note:Note:Note:Note:

A majority of people thought their A majority of people thought their A majority of people thought their A majority of people thought their 
constitutions banned all retroactive laws constitutions banned all retroactive laws constitutions banned all retroactive laws constitutions banned all retroactive laws 
and not just those regarding criminal and not just those regarding criminal and not just those regarding criminal and not just those regarding criminal 
acts and the rights of the accused.acts and the rights of the accused.acts and the rights of the accused.acts and the rights of the accused.

US founders granted school land US founders granted school land US founders granted school land US founders granted school land 
forever to all people who purchased land forever to all people who purchased land forever to all people who purchased land forever to all people who purchased land 
in the townships; and not just to people in the townships; and not just to people in the townships; and not just to people in the townships; and not just to people 
who purchased land at the earliest who purchased land at the earliest who purchased land at the earliest who purchased land at the earliest 
possible moment.possible moment.possible moment.possible moment.

Most early purchasers were real estate Most early purchasers were real estate Most early purchasers were real estate Most early purchasers were real estate 
speculators.speculators.speculators.speculators.

Whether the speculators liked it or not, Whether the speculators liked it or not, Whether the speculators liked it or not, Whether the speculators liked it or not, 
US founders appear to have US founders appear to have US founders appear to have US founders appear to have 
deliberately failed to incorporate deliberately failed to incorporate deliberately failed to incorporate deliberately failed to incorporate 
townships for the purpose of managing townships for the purpose of managing townships for the purpose of managing townships for the purpose of managing 
school lands.school lands.school lands.school lands.
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Note (continued):Note (continued):Note (continued):Note (continued):

Instead, US founders embedded the Instead, US founders embedded the Instead, US founders embedded the Instead, US founders embedded the 
grant of school lands in every title issued grant of school lands in every title issued grant of school lands in every title issued grant of school lands in every title issued 
by the US to individual purchasers; and by the US to individual purchasers; and by the US to individual purchasers; and by the US to individual purchasers; and 
in this way they protected the land from in this way they protected the land from in this way they protected the land from in this way they protected the land from 
unscrupulous people who work their evils unscrupulous people who work their evils unscrupulous people who work their evils unscrupulous people who work their evils 
through state and local governments.through state and local governments.through state and local governments.through state and local governments.

The good men of the US Congress The good men of the US Congress The good men of the US Congress The good men of the US Congress 
created a large number of original titles created a large number of original titles created a large number of original titles created a large number of original titles 
by reducing the size of tracts they by reducing the size of tracts they by reducing the size of tracts they by reducing the size of tracts they 
offered for sale so common people offered for sale so common people offered for sale so common people offered for sale so common people 
could afford to buy them.could afford to buy them.could afford to buy them.could afford to buy them.

While good founders scrambled to While good founders scrambled to While good founders scrambled to While good founders scrambled to 
create a wealth of original titles, create a wealth of original titles, create a wealth of original titles, create a wealth of original titles, 
speculators scrambled to create speculators scrambled to create speculators scrambled to create speculators scrambled to create 
secondary titles that donsecondary titles that donsecondary titles that donsecondary titles that don’’’’t refer to the t refer to the t refer to the t refer to the 
1785 Land Act, for that was the effect 1785 Land Act, for that was the effect 1785 Land Act, for that was the effect 1785 Land Act, for that was the effect 
of trading titles during speculative fevers of trading titles during speculative fevers of trading titles during speculative fevers of trading titles during speculative fevers 
and of dividing tracts for reand of dividing tracts for reand of dividing tracts for reand of dividing tracts for re----sale.sale.sale.sale.

However, secondary purchasers were However, secondary purchasers were However, secondary purchasers were However, secondary purchasers were 
assigns and forever entitled to the assigns and forever entitled to the assigns and forever entitled to the assigns and forever entitled to the 
benefits of reservations.benefits of reservations.benefits of reservations.benefits of reservations.

The disappearance of congressional The disappearance of congressional The disappearance of congressional The disappearance of congressional 
townships reinforced the theft of school townships reinforced the theft of school townships reinforced the theft of school townships reinforced the theft of school 
land reservations.land reservations.land reservations.land reservations.

Nonetheless, every principle of law that Nonetheless, every principle of law that Nonetheless, every principle of law that Nonetheless, every principle of law that 
protects Dartmouth College from the protects Dartmouth College from the protects Dartmouth College from the protects Dartmouth College from the 
officials of the state of New Hampshire officials of the state of New Hampshire officials of the state of New Hampshire officials of the state of New Hampshire 
also protects every individual original also protects every individual original also protects every individual original also protects every individual original 
purchaser, his heirs and assigns forever purchaser, his heirs and assigns forever purchaser, his heirs and assigns forever purchaser, his heirs and assigns forever 
from the greed of people who pervert from the greed of people who pervert from the greed of people who pervert from the greed of people who pervert 
the purposes of their governments and the purposes of their governments and the purposes of their governments and the purposes of their governments and 
use government to rob them.use government to rob them.use government to rob them.use government to rob them.
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Note (continued):Note (continued):Note (continued):Note (continued):

Persons with a longPersons with a longPersons with a longPersons with a long----term selfterm selfterm selfterm self----interest in interest in interest in interest in 
municipal debt, including school debt, municipal debt, including school debt, municipal debt, including school debt, municipal debt, including school debt, 
committed their first theft during the time committed their first theft during the time committed their first theft during the time committed their first theft during the time 
between the original and revised between the original and revised between the original and revised between the original and revised 
enabling acts for Ohio statehood.  enabling acts for Ohio statehood.  enabling acts for Ohio statehood.  enabling acts for Ohio statehood.  

Proposition 1 in Section 7 of the first Proposition 1 in Section 7 of the first Proposition 1 in Section 7 of the first Proposition 1 in Section 7 of the first 
Ohio enabling act (1802):Ohio enabling act (1802):Ohio enabling act (1802):Ohio enabling act (1802):

‘‘‘‘That the section No. 16, in every That the section No. 16, in every That the section No. 16, in every That the section No. 16, in every 
township, and where such section has township, and where such section has township, and where such section has township, and where such section has 
been sold, granted or disposed of, other been sold, granted or disposed of, other been sold, granted or disposed of, other been sold, granted or disposed of, other 
lands equivalent thereto and most lands equivalent thereto and most lands equivalent thereto and most lands equivalent thereto and most 
contiguous to the same, shall be granted contiguous to the same, shall be granted contiguous to the same, shall be granted contiguous to the same, shall be granted 
to the inhabitants of such township for to the inhabitants of such township for to the inhabitants of such township for to the inhabitants of such township for 
the use of schools.the use of schools.the use of schools.the use of schools.’’’’

The Ohio enabling act was quickly The Ohio enabling act was quickly The Ohio enabling act was quickly The Ohio enabling act was quickly 
revised to grant section 16s to the state.revised to grant section 16s to the state.revised to grant section 16s to the state.revised to grant section 16s to the state.

The 1785 Land Act had been revised The 1785 Land Act had been revised The 1785 Land Act had been revised The 1785 Land Act had been revised 
in 1796;  and the 1845 edition of US in 1796;  and the 1845 edition of US in 1796;  and the 1845 edition of US in 1796;  and the 1845 edition of US 
statutes, refers to the case of Wilcox v.  statutes, refers to the case of Wilcox v.  statutes, refers to the case of Wilcox v.  statutes, refers to the case of Wilcox v.  
Jackson, (13 Peters, 438) in footnote a Jackson, (13 Peters, 438) in footnote a Jackson, (13 Peters, 438) in footnote a Jackson, (13 Peters, 438) in footnote a 
(paragraph 11) to the provision about (paragraph 11) to the provision about (paragraph 11) to the provision about (paragraph 11) to the provision about 
school land reservations:school land reservations:school land reservations:school land reservations:

‘‘‘‘Appropriation of land by the Appropriation of land by the Appropriation of land by the Appropriation of land by the 
government, is nothing more or less than government, is nothing more or less than government, is nothing more or less than government, is nothing more or less than 
setting it apart for some peculiar use.   setting it apart for some peculiar use.   setting it apart for some peculiar use.   setting it apart for some peculiar use.   

‘‘‘‘Whenever a tract of land has been once Whenever a tract of land has been once Whenever a tract of land has been once Whenever a tract of land has been once 
legally appropriated to any purpose, legally appropriated to any purpose, legally appropriated to any purpose, legally appropriated to any purpose, 
from that moment the land thus from that moment the land thus from that moment the land thus from that moment the land thus 
appropriated becomes severed from the appropriated becomes severed from the appropriated becomes severed from the appropriated becomes severed from the 
mass of public lands; and no subsequent mass of public lands; and no subsequent mass of public lands; and no subsequent mass of public lands; and no subsequent 
law or proclamation, or sale, would be law or proclamation, or sale, would be law or proclamation, or sale, would be law or proclamation, or sale, would be 
construed to embrace it, or to operate construed to embrace it, or to operate construed to embrace it, or to operate construed to embrace it, or to operate 
upon it, although no other reservations upon it, although no other reservations upon it, although no other reservations upon it, although no other reservations 
were made of it.were made of it.were made of it.were made of it.’’’’
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Note (continued):Note (continued):Note (continued):Note (continued):

The first Ohio enabling is redundant to The first Ohio enabling is redundant to The first Ohio enabling is redundant to The first Ohio enabling is redundant to 
and reinforces the 1785 and 1796 Land and reinforces the 1785 and 1796 Land and reinforces the 1785 and 1796 Land and reinforces the 1785 and 1796 Land 
Acts.Acts.Acts.Acts.

The revision of the 1802 Ohio enabling The revision of the 1802 Ohio enabling The revision of the 1802 Ohio enabling The revision of the 1802 Ohio enabling 
act is certainly a act is certainly a act is certainly a act is certainly a ‘‘‘‘subsequent lawsubsequent lawsubsequent lawsubsequent law’’’’ that that that that 
couldncouldncouldncouldn’’’’t be construed to embrace, or t be construed to embrace, or t be construed to embrace, or t be construed to embrace, or 
operate on, school land reservations.operate on, school land reservations.operate on, school land reservations.operate on, school land reservations.

Jefferson signed both the original and Jefferson signed both the original and Jefferson signed both the original and Jefferson signed both the original and 
the revised Ohio enabling acts.the revised Ohio enabling acts.the revised Ohio enabling acts.the revised Ohio enabling acts.

Jefferson said he dropped out of law Jefferson said he dropped out of law Jefferson said he dropped out of law Jefferson said he dropped out of law 
school because lawyers are too devious; school because lawyers are too devious; school because lawyers are too devious; school because lawyers are too devious; 
but with a legal genius like Hamilton to but with a legal genius like Hamilton to but with a legal genius like Hamilton to but with a legal genius like Hamilton to 
advise him, Jefferson seems to have advise him, Jefferson seems to have advise him, Jefferson seems to have advise him, Jefferson seems to have 
been quite devious himself.been quite devious himself.been quite devious himself.been quite devious himself.

While Native Americans go to court to While Native Americans go to court to While Native Americans go to court to While Native Americans go to court to 
take back their stolen reservations, ittake back their stolen reservations, ittake back their stolen reservations, ittake back their stolen reservations, it’’’’s s s s 
likely that Americans of every race likely that Americans of every race likely that Americans of every race likely that Americans of every race 
should go to court for the same purpose.should go to court for the same purpose.should go to court for the same purpose.should go to court for the same purpose.
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In 1717, Illinois country became In 1717, Illinois country became In 1717, Illinois country became In 1717, Illinois country became 
a district of the French province a district of the French province a district of the French province a district of the French province 
of Louisiana, the officers of of Louisiana, the officers of of Louisiana, the officers of of Louisiana, the officers of 
which supervised agriculture and which supervised agriculture and which supervised agriculture and which supervised agriculture and 
trade.trade.trade.trade.

France made no provisions for France made no provisions for France made no provisions for France made no provisions for 
local government in the province.  local government in the province.  local government in the province.  local government in the province.  

Catholic parishioners in Catholic parishioners in Catholic parishioners in Catholic parishioners in 
Cahokia, Cahokia, Cahokia, Cahokia, Kaskaskia Kaskaskia Kaskaskia Kaskaskia and New and New and New and New 
Chartres Chartres Chartres Chartres elected church elected church elected church elected church 
wardens to govern the time of wardens to govern the time of wardens to govern the time of wardens to govern the time of 
harvest, fence repair and the harvest, fence repair and the harvest, fence repair and the harvest, fence repair and the 
general welfare of the village.general welfare of the village.general welfare of the village.general welfare of the village.

The British discarded the The British discarded the The British discarded the The British discarded the 
French system and Illinois had French system and Illinois had French system and Illinois had French system and Illinois had 
no civil government.no civil government.no civil government.no civil government.

French settlers petitioned the French settlers petitioned the French settlers petitioned the French settlers petitioned the 
British for government in 1771 British for government in 1771 British for government in 1771 British for government in 1771 
and got it in 1774, when the and got it in 1774, when the and got it in 1774, when the and got it in 1774, when the 
American Revolution disrupted American Revolution disrupted American Revolution disrupted American Revolution disrupted 
it.it.it.it.

In 1778, Illinois was a county of In 1778, Illinois was a county of In 1778, Illinois was a county of In 1778, Illinois was a county of 
Virginia; in 1787 a part of the Virginia; in 1787 a part of the Virginia; in 1787 a part of the Virginia; in 1787 a part of the 
Northwest Territory; in 1800 a Northwest Territory; in 1800 a Northwest Territory; in 1800 a Northwest Territory; in 1800 a 
part of Indiana Territory; in part of Indiana Territory; in part of Indiana Territory; in part of Indiana Territory; in 
1809 a territory in its own right; 1809 a territory in its own right; 1809 a territory in its own right; 1809 a territory in its own right; 
and in 1818, Illinois became a and in 1818, Illinois became a and in 1818, Illinois became a and in 1818, Illinois became a 
state.state.state.state.
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In 1818, Illinois Territory held In 1818, Illinois Territory held In 1818, Illinois Territory held In 1818, Illinois Territory held 
its first constitutional its first constitutional its first constitutional its first constitutional 
convention.convention.convention.convention.

Officials of the territory didnOfficials of the territory didnOfficials of the territory didnOfficials of the territory didn’’’’t t t t 
submit their constitution to the submit their constitution to the submit their constitution to the submit their constitution to the 
inhabitants for approval; and inhabitants for approval; and inhabitants for approval; and inhabitants for approval; and 
submitted it to the US submitted it to the US submitted it to the US submitted it to the US 
Congress without a popular Congress without a popular Congress without a popular Congress without a popular 
vote.vote.vote.vote.

Nonetheless, the federal Nonetheless, the federal Nonetheless, the federal Nonetheless, the federal 
government admitted Illinois as a government admitted Illinois as a government admitted Illinois as a government admitted Illinois as a 
state with its capitol at state with its capitol at state with its capitol at state with its capitol at 
KaskaskiaKaskaskiaKaskaskiaKaskaskia....

(Chronology, page 650)(Chronology, page 650)(Chronology, page 650)(Chronology, page 650)

In 1848, Illinois adopted a In 1848, Illinois adopted a In 1848, Illinois adopted a In 1848, Illinois adopted a 
revised constitution.revised constitution.revised constitution.revised constitution.

In 1862, Illinois voters rejected In 1862, Illinois voters rejected In 1862, Illinois voters rejected In 1862, Illinois voters rejected 
another revised constitution.another revised constitution.another revised constitution.another revised constitution.

In 1870, Illinois voters approved In 1870, Illinois voters approved In 1870, Illinois voters approved In 1870, Illinois voters approved 
yet another revised constitution yet another revised constitution yet another revised constitution yet another revised constitution 
after a fourth constitutional after a fourth constitutional after a fourth constitutional after a fourth constitutional 
convention debated furiously in convention debated furiously in convention debated furiously in convention debated furiously in 
1869.1869.1869.1869.
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By 1902, Illinois and Chicago By 1902, Illinois and Chicago By 1902, Illinois and Chicago By 1902, Illinois and Chicago 
officials wanted yet another officials wanted yet another officials wanted yet another officials wanted yet another 
revision.revision.revision.revision.

The Chicago Tribune said the The Chicago Tribune said the The Chicago Tribune said the The Chicago Tribune said the 
1870 Constitution:1870 Constitution:1870 Constitution:1870 Constitution:

‘‘‘‘has outlived its usefulness.  It is has outlived its usefulness.  It is has outlived its usefulness.  It is has outlived its usefulness.  It is 
not the ark of the covenant.  It not the ark of the covenant.  It not the ark of the covenant.  It not the ark of the covenant.  It 
has no sacred qualities.  We may has no sacred qualities.  We may has no sacred qualities.  We may has no sacred qualities.  We may 
touch it without dropping dead.touch it without dropping dead.touch it without dropping dead.touch it without dropping dead.’’’’

In 1922, Illinois voters crushed a In 1922, Illinois voters crushed a In 1922, Illinois voters crushed a In 1922, Illinois voters crushed a 
revised constitution with revised constitution with revised constitution with revised constitution with 
provisions that gave Chicago provisions that gave Chicago provisions that gave Chicago provisions that gave Chicago 
home rule and authorized a tax home rule and authorized a tax home rule and authorized a tax home rule and authorized a tax 
on income.on income.on income.on income.

As of 1939, Illinois has 17 As of 1939, Illinois has 17 As of 1939, Illinois has 17 As of 1939, Illinois has 17 
counties organized as in counties organized as in counties organized as in counties organized as in 
southern states and 84 counties southern states and 84 counties southern states and 84 counties southern states and 84 counties 
organized as in New England.organized as in New England.organized as in New England.organized as in New England.
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Cook County is organized on a Cook County is organized on a Cook County is organized on a Cook County is organized on a 
combined county and township combined county and township combined county and township combined county and township 
plan.plan.plan.plan.

The plan abolished the eight The plan abolished the eight The plan abolished the eight The plan abolished the eight 
townships located in Chicago townships located in Chicago townships located in Chicago townships located in Chicago 
and retains five townships and retains five townships and retains five townships and retains five townships 
outside in Chicago.outside in Chicago.outside in Chicago.outside in Chicago.

The Cook County Board The Cook County Board The Cook County Board The Cook County Board 
includes five commissioners from includes five commissioners from includes five commissioners from includes five commissioners from 
the suburbs and 10 commissions the suburbs and 10 commissions the suburbs and 10 commissions the suburbs and 10 commissions 
from Chicago.from Chicago.from Chicago.from Chicago.

The 1818 and 1848 The 1818 and 1848 The 1818 and 1848 The 1818 and 1848 
constitutions allowed the Illinois constitutions allowed the Illinois constitutions allowed the Illinois constitutions allowed the Illinois 
General assembly to issue General assembly to issue General assembly to issue General assembly to issue 
charters to towns and cities.charters to towns and cities.charters to towns and cities.charters to towns and cities.

The 1870 constitution replaced The 1870 constitution replaced The 1870 constitution replaced The 1870 constitution replaced 
the power with a general cities the power with a general cities the power with a general cities the power with a general cities 
and villages act.and villages act.and villages act.and villages act.

As of 1939, 74 cities were As of 1939, 74 cities were As of 1939, 74 cities were As of 1939, 74 cities were 
organized by the commission organized by the commission organized by the commission organized by the commission 
option and 223 cities were option and 223 cities were option and 223 cities were option and 223 cities were 
organized by the aldermanic organized by the aldermanic organized by the aldermanic organized by the aldermanic 
council option.council option.council option.council option.
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Chicago is governed by a Chicago is governed by a Chicago is governed by a Chicago is governed by a 
mayor, clerk, treasurer and a city mayor, clerk, treasurer and a city mayor, clerk, treasurer and a city mayor, clerk, treasurer and a city 
council with 50 aldermen.council with 50 aldermen.council with 50 aldermen.council with 50 aldermen.

The mayor appoints the The mayor appoints the The mayor appoints the The mayor appoints the 
members of the Board of members of the Board of members of the Board of members of the Board of 
Education, Park District, Education, Park District, Education, Park District, Education, Park District, 
Library, and a health facility Library, and a health facility Library, and a health facility Library, and a health facility 
with approval of the aldermen.with approval of the aldermen.with approval of the aldermen.with approval of the aldermen.

City officials must work City officials must work City officials must work City officials must work 
cooperatively with the Chicago cooperatively with the Chicago cooperatively with the Chicago cooperatively with the Chicago 
Sanitary District that controls Sanitary District that controls Sanitary District that controls Sanitary District that controls 
440 square miles.440 square miles.440 square miles.440 square miles.

In 1904, the Illinois constitution In 1904, the Illinois constitution In 1904, the Illinois constitution In 1904, the Illinois constitution 
was amended to allow the state was amended to allow the state was amended to allow the state was amended to allow the state 
to enact special legislation to enact special legislation to enact special legislation to enact special legislation 
specific to Chicago.specific to Chicago.specific to Chicago.specific to Chicago.

But, as of 1939, Chicago But, as of 1939, Chicago But, as of 1939, Chicago But, as of 1939, Chicago 
officials hadnofficials hadnofficials hadnofficials hadn’’’’t acquired the t acquired the t acquired the t acquired the 
home rule that some people home rule that some people home rule that some people home rule that some people 
want.want.want.want.
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University of Chicago University of Chicago University of Chicago University of Chicago 
professor, Charles Merriam, professor, Charles Merriam, professor, Charles Merriam, professor, Charles Merriam, 
was a chief advocate of was a chief advocate of was a chief advocate of was a chief advocate of 
autonomy for Chicago officials.autonomy for Chicago officials.autonomy for Chicago officials.autonomy for Chicago officials.

Some people advocated that Some people advocated that Some people advocated that Some people advocated that 
Chicago become a cityChicago become a cityChicago become a cityChicago become a city----state.state.state.state.

The 1787 US Constitution The 1787 US Constitution The 1787 US Constitution The 1787 US Constitution 
doesndoesndoesndoesn’’’’t imply that cityt imply that cityt imply that cityt imply that city----states states states states 
can be formed; but it also can be formed; but it also can be formed; but it also can be formed; but it also 
doesndoesndoesndoesn’’’’t specifically forbid t specifically forbid t specifically forbid t specifically forbid 
independent cityindependent cityindependent cityindependent city----states.states.states.states.

Another proposal has been to Another proposal has been to Another proposal has been to Another proposal has been to 
merge Chicago and Cook merge Chicago and Cook merge Chicago and Cook merge Chicago and Cook 
County, because Chicago has County, because Chicago has County, because Chicago has County, because Chicago has 
84% of the county84% of the county84% of the county84% of the county’’’’s taxable s taxable s taxable s taxable 
property and 85% of its property and 85% of its property and 85% of its property and 85% of its 
population. population. population. population. 
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The Illinois educational system The Illinois educational system The Illinois educational system The Illinois educational system 
is based on the 1785 Land Act is based on the 1785 Land Act is based on the 1785 Land Act is based on the 1785 Land Act 
that reserves sections of public that reserves sections of public that reserves sections of public that reserves sections of public 
land for schools and the 1787 land for schools and the 1787 land for schools and the 1787 land for schools and the 1787 
Northwest Ordinance that says Northwest Ordinance that says Northwest Ordinance that says Northwest Ordinance that says 
schools and the means of schools and the means of schools and the means of schools and the means of 
education shall forever be education shall forever be education shall forever be education shall forever be 
encouraged.encouraged.encouraged.encouraged.

In 1818, Illinois officials In 1818, Illinois officials In 1818, Illinois officials In 1818, Illinois officials 
accepted the conditions at accepted the conditions at accepted the conditions at accepted the conditions at 
statehood.statehood.statehood.statehood.

In 1825, Illinois officials fulfilled In 1825, Illinois officials fulfilled In 1825, Illinois officials fulfilled In 1825, Illinois officials fulfilled 
(their interpretation of) their  (their interpretation of) their  (their interpretation of) their  (their interpretation of) their  
obligation with a law that obligation with a law that obligation with a law that obligation with a law that 
organized school districts and organized school districts and organized school districts and organized school districts and 
levied a compulsory tax to levied a compulsory tax to levied a compulsory tax to levied a compulsory tax to 
support schools.support schools.support schools.support schools.

In 1829, Illinois inhabitants said In 1829, Illinois inhabitants said In 1829, Illinois inhabitants said In 1829, Illinois inhabitants said 
the compulsory tax was a the compulsory tax was a the compulsory tax was a the compulsory tax was a 
‘‘‘‘Yankee deviceYankee deviceYankee deviceYankee device’’’’ and Illinois and Illinois and Illinois and Illinois 
officials revoked it.officials revoked it.officials revoked it.officials revoked it.
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In 1845, the General Assembly In 1845, the General Assembly In 1845, the General Assembly In 1845, the General Assembly 
incorporated congressional incorporated congressional incorporated congressional incorporated congressional 
townships as school townships, townships as school townships, townships as school townships, townships as school townships, 
and allowed the townships to and allowed the townships to and allowed the townships to and allowed the townships to 
levy taxes, but only with voter levy taxes, but only with voter levy taxes, but only with voter levy taxes, but only with voter 
approval.approval.approval.approval.

In 1854, the stateIn 1854, the stateIn 1854, the stateIn 1854, the state’’’’s s s s 
superintendent of public superintendent of public superintendent of public superintendent of public 
instruction organized church and instruction organized church and instruction organized church and instruction organized church and 
school employees with an school employees with an school employees with an school employees with an 
interest in school funding to interest in school funding to interest in school funding to interest in school funding to 
lobby for a stronger version of lobby for a stronger version of lobby for a stronger version of lobby for a stronger version of 
the 1825 school act that the the 1825 school act that the the 1825 school act that the the 1825 school act that the 
general population of Illinois general population of Illinois general population of Illinois general population of Illinois 
defeated in 1829.defeated in 1829.defeated in 1829.defeated in 1829.

WPA writers refer to the new WPA writers refer to the new WPA writers refer to the new WPA writers refer to the new 
1855 school act as the 1855 school act as the 1855 school act as the 1855 school act as the ‘‘‘‘Magna Magna Magna Magna 
CartaCartaCartaCarta’’’’ of Illinois school of Illinois school of Illinois school of Illinois school 
advocates.advocates.advocates.advocates.

In 1936, Illinois had 12,000 In 1936, Illinois had 12,000 In 1936, Illinois had 12,000 In 1936, Illinois had 12,000 
school districts, 13,898 schools, school districts, 13,898 schools, school districts, 13,898 schools, school districts, 13,898 schools, 
47,179 teachers and 47,179 teachers and 47,179 teachers and 47,179 teachers and 
administrators, and 1,373,320 administrators, and 1,373,320 administrators, and 1,373,320 administrators, and 1,373,320 
children to justify $128,000,000 children to justify $128,000,000 children to justify $128,000,000 children to justify $128,000,000 
in state and local taxes.in state and local taxes.in state and local taxes.in state and local taxes.

Though Illinois had more school Though Illinois had more school Though Illinois had more school Though Illinois had more school 
districts than all other states, districts than all other states, districts than all other states, districts than all other states, 
Illinois spent a lower percentage Illinois spent a lower percentage Illinois spent a lower percentage Illinois spent a lower percentage 
of tax revenues on schools than of tax revenues on schools than of tax revenues on schools than of tax revenues on schools than 
the majority of other states.the majority of other states.the majority of other states.the majority of other states.
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In 1927, an Illinois law allowed a In 1927, an Illinois law allowed a In 1927, an Illinois law allowed a In 1927, an Illinois law allowed a 
portion of the childrenportion of the childrenportion of the childrenportion of the children’’’’s school s school s school s school 
fund to be diverted to adult fund to be diverted to adult fund to be diverted to adult fund to be diverted to adult 
education programs.education programs.education programs.education programs.

The The The The WPAWPAWPAWPA’’’’s s s s adult education adult education adult education adult education 
program was one of the first to program was one of the first to program was one of the first to program was one of the first to 
take advantage of the law. take advantage of the law. take advantage of the law. take advantage of the law. 

(In summary, tax(In summary, tax(In summary, tax(In summary, tax----financing for financing for financing for financing for 
the education of children exists the education of children exists the education of children exists the education of children exists 
at least in part to provide jobs at least in part to provide jobs at least in part to provide jobs at least in part to provide jobs 
for adults when the private for adults when the private for adults when the private for adults when the private 
sector cansector cansector cansector can’’’’t.t.t.t.

(When the economy improves, (When the economy improves, (When the economy improves, (When the economy improves, 
school employees rarely school employees rarely school employees rarely school employees rarely 
transition back to private sector transition back to private sector transition back to private sector transition back to private sector 
jobs, having become dependent jobs, having become dependent jobs, having become dependent jobs, having become dependent 
on the security of mandatory on the security of mandatory on the security of mandatory on the security of mandatory 
school law taxation for their school law taxation for their school law taxation for their school law taxation for their 
paychecks and pensions.)paychecks and pensions.)paychecks and pensions.)paychecks and pensions.)
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Charles W. Charles W. Charles W. Charles W. ClabaughClabaughClabaughClabaugh
Randy Randy Randy Randy DeVillezDeVillezDeVillezDeVillez

John William MartinJohn William MartinJohn William MartinJohn William Martin

Township School Trustees and Treasurers in IllinoisTownship School Trustees and Treasurers in IllinoisTownship School Trustees and Treasurers in IllinoisTownship School Trustees and Treasurers in Illinois
1819181918191819----1980198019801980
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Joseph M. Cronin, Illinois Joseph M. Cronin, Illinois Joseph M. Cronin, Illinois Joseph M. Cronin, Illinois 
Superintendent of Education:Superintendent of Education:Superintendent of Education:Superintendent of Education:

Illinois educational history Illinois educational history Illinois educational history Illinois educational history 
involves complex interactions involves complex interactions involves complex interactions involves complex interactions 
between societal forces, between societal forces, between societal forces, between societal forces, 
institutions, and personalities.institutions, and personalities.institutions, and personalities.institutions, and personalities.

The struggle for organizational The struggle for organizational The struggle for organizational The struggle for organizational 
efficiency in the governance of efficiency in the governance of efficiency in the governance of efficiency in the governance of 
education is illustrated by the education is illustrated by the education is illustrated by the education is illustrated by the 
historical development of  historical development of  historical development of  historical development of  
township school trustees and township school trustees and township school trustees and township school trustees and 
treasurers, the two oldest treasurers, the two oldest treasurers, the two oldest treasurers, the two oldest 
school officers in the State.school officers in the State.school officers in the State.school officers in the State.

Today these executives serve Today these executives serve Today these executives serve Today these executives serve 
only in Cook County, because only in Cook County, because only in Cook County, because only in Cook County, because 
the offices are not deemed the offices are not deemed the offices are not deemed the offices are not deemed 
efficient for counties with a efficient for counties with a efficient for counties with a efficient for counties with a 
population under one million.  population under one million.  population under one million.  population under one million.  

In the early years of Illinois, In the early years of Illinois, In the early years of Illinois, In the early years of Illinois, 
these positions were an integral these positions were an integral these positions were an integral these positions were an integral 
part of the township part of the township part of the township part of the township 
organization of the Northwest organization of the Northwest organization of the Northwest organization of the Northwest 
Ordinance.Ordinance.Ordinance.Ordinance.
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Preface:Preface:Preface:Preface:

Many people think the framers Many people think the framers Many people think the framers Many people think the framers 
of the 1787 US Constitution of the 1787 US Constitution of the 1787 US Constitution of the 1787 US Constitution 
purposely omitted reference to purposely omitted reference to purposely omitted reference to purposely omitted reference to 
public education because they public education because they public education because they public education because they 
viewed it as a function of the viewed it as a function of the viewed it as a function of the viewed it as a function of the 
state and not of the Federal state and not of the Federal state and not of the Federal state and not of the Federal 
Government.Government.Government.Government.

Many people, including writers Many people, including writers Many people, including writers Many people, including writers 
of the Constitution, thought of the Constitution, thought of the Constitution, thought of the Constitution, thought 
education isneducation isneducation isneducation isn’’’’t a function or t a function or t a function or t a function or 
responsibility of any government responsibility of any government responsibility of any government responsibility of any government 
unit.unit.unit.unit.

Rather, they believed that Rather, they believed that Rather, they believed that Rather, they believed that 
education is the responsibility education is the responsibility education is the responsibility education is the responsibility 
of parents and churches as it of parents and churches as it of parents and churches as it of parents and churches as it 
traditionally had been.traditionally had been.traditionally had been.traditionally had been.

Early township trustees were Early township trustees were Early township trustees were Early township trustees were 
fledgling administrators of an fledgling administrators of an fledgling administrators of an fledgling administrators of an 
educational system without educational system without educational system without educational system without 
precedent created by a fledgling precedent created by a fledgling precedent created by a fledgling precedent created by a fledgling 
legislature.legislature.legislature.legislature.
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Preface (continued):Preface (continued):Preface (continued):Preface (continued):

Early trustees administered Early trustees administered Early trustees administered Early trustees administered 
almost 1,000,000 acres of almost 1,000,000 acres of almost 1,000,000 acres of almost 1,000,000 acres of 
school land scattered over  tens school land scattered over  tens school land scattered over  tens school land scattered over  tens 
of thousands of square miles.of thousands of square miles.of thousands of square miles.of thousands of square miles.

The land was first to be rented, The land was first to be rented, The land was first to be rented, The land was first to be rented, 
and then to be rented or sold, to and then to be rented or sold, to and then to be rented or sold, to and then to be rented or sold, to 
foster education.foster education.foster education.foster education.

(end)(end)(end)(end)

Some of IllinoisSome of IllinoisSome of IllinoisSome of Illinois’’’’ earliest state earliest state earliest state earliest state 
acts regarded Section 16s.acts regarded Section 16s.acts regarded Section 16s.acts regarded Section 16s.

The acts fulfilled an obligation The acts fulfilled an obligation The acts fulfilled an obligation The acts fulfilled an obligation 
of the state created by a of the state created by a of the state created by a of the state created by a 
provision in the US enabling provision in the US enabling provision in the US enabling provision in the US enabling 
act for statehood, regarding act for statehood, regarding act for statehood, regarding act for statehood, regarding 
‘‘‘‘section numbered sixteen, in section numbered sixteen, in section numbered sixteen, in section numbered sixteen, in 
every township (in the state) every township (in the state) every township (in the state) every township (in the state) 
granted to the state, (by the granted to the state, (by the granted to the state, (by the granted to the state, (by the 
federal government) for the use federal government) for the use federal government) for the use federal government) for the use 
of the inhabitants of the of the inhabitants of the of the inhabitants of the of the inhabitants of the 
township, for the use of the township, for the use of the township, for the use of the township, for the use of the 
schoolsschoolsschoolsschools’’’’....
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1819 March 2, the first Illinois 1819 March 2, the first Illinois 1819 March 2, the first Illinois 1819 March 2, the first Illinois 
General Assembly enacted An General Assembly enacted An General Assembly enacted An General Assembly enacted An 
Act Relating to the Land Act Relating to the Land Act Relating to the Land Act Relating to the Land 
Reserved for the Use of Reserved for the Use of Reserved for the Use of Reserved for the Use of 
Schools.Schools.Schools.Schools.

The Act told County The Act told County The Act told County The Act told County 
Commissioners to appoint three Commissioners to appoint three Commissioners to appoint three Commissioners to appoint three 
Trustees for every township.Trustees for every township.Trustees for every township.Trustees for every township.

The Act told township trustees The Act told township trustees The Act told township trustees The Act told township trustees 
to hire surveyors to divide to hire surveyors to divide to hire surveyors to divide to hire surveyors to divide 
Section 16 in lots of 40Section 16 in lots of 40Section 16 in lots of 40Section 16 in lots of 40----160 160 160 160 
acres to be leased for 10 years acres to be leased for 10 years acres to be leased for 10 years acres to be leased for 10 years 
or less.or less.or less.or less.

The trustees must protect the The trustees must protect the The trustees must protect the The trustees must protect the 
timber on the land, with a timber on the land, with a timber on the land, with a timber on the land, with a 
penalty of $3penalty of $3penalty of $3penalty of $3----$8 per tree, $8 per tree, $8 per tree, $8 per tree, 
depending on species and depending on species and depending on species and depending on species and 
damage.damage.damage.damage.

The Act created TownshipThe Act created TownshipThe Act created TownshipThe Act created Township
LoanableLoanableLoanableLoanable Funds for the deposit Funds for the deposit Funds for the deposit Funds for the deposit 
of revenue from the sale, rent, or of revenue from the sale, rent, or of revenue from the sale, rent, or of revenue from the sale, rent, or 
any other source of income from any other source of income from any other source of income from any other source of income from 
the townshipthe townshipthe townshipthe township’’’’s Section 16.s Section 16.s Section 16.s Section 16.
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The three township trustees The three township trustees The three township trustees The three township trustees 
were to appoint were to appoint were to appoint were to appoint oneTownshiponeTownshiponeTownshiponeTownship
School Treasurer.School Treasurer.School Treasurer.School Treasurer.

Township treasurers managed:Township treasurers managed:Township treasurers managed:Township treasurers managed:

1.  Funds obtained by the sale 1.  Funds obtained by the sale 1.  Funds obtained by the sale 1.  Funds obtained by the sale 
or rental of Section 16s to be or rental of Section 16s to be or rental of Section 16s to be or rental of Section 16s to be 
used solely for the schools in used solely for the schools in used solely for the schools in used solely for the schools in 
the township where the Section the township where the Section the township where the Section the township where the Section 
16 is located.16 is located.16 is located.16 is located.

2.  The township2.  The township2.  The township2.  The township’’’’s share of s share of s share of s share of 
interest on the permanent interest on the permanent interest on the permanent interest on the permanent 
Common School Fund, to Common School Fund, to Common School Fund, to Common School Fund, to 
which the US contributed a which the US contributed a which the US contributed a which the US contributed a 
small percentage of revenue small percentage of revenue small percentage of revenue small percentage of revenue 
from public land sales.from public land sales.from public land sales.from public land sales.

Illinois is the only state to ever Illinois is the only state to ever Illinois is the only state to ever Illinois is the only state to ever 
have Township School have Township School have Township School have Township School 
Treasurers.Treasurers.Treasurers.Treasurers.
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Before 1870, many of the acts Before 1870, many of the acts Before 1870, many of the acts Before 1870, many of the acts 
of the Illinois General Assembly of the Illinois General Assembly of the Illinois General Assembly of the Illinois General Assembly 
were private or special.were private or special.were private or special.were private or special.

The acts applied to a single The acts applied to a single The acts applied to a single The acts applied to a single 
county, township, city or person.county, township, city or person.county, township, city or person.county, township, city or person.

The acts responded to The acts responded to The acts responded to The acts responded to 
petitions, and the provisions of petitions, and the provisions of petitions, and the provisions of petitions, and the provisions of 
the acts applied only to the the acts applied only to the the acts applied only to the the acts applied only to the 
petitioning entity.petitioning entity.petitioning entity.petitioning entity.

The provisions didnThe provisions didnThe provisions didnThe provisions didn’’’’t have to t have to t have to t have to 
be and werenbe and werenbe and werenbe and weren’’’’t necessarily t necessarily t necessarily t necessarily 
uniform with provisions in acts uniform with provisions in acts uniform with provisions in acts uniform with provisions in acts 
for similar entities or in general for similar entities or in general for similar entities or in general for similar entities or in general 
laws.laws.laws.laws.

1821 January 30, an Illinois act 1821 January 30, an Illinois act 1821 January 30, an Illinois act 1821 January 30, an Illinois act 
responded to a petition from the responded to a petition from the responded to a petition from the responded to a petition from the 
inhabitants of Alton.inhabitants of Alton.inhabitants of Alton.inhabitants of Alton.

The act allowed the town to The act allowed the town to The act allowed the town to The act allowed the town to 
deviate from a general law in the deviate from a general law in the deviate from a general law in the deviate from a general law in the 
number of town trustees and number of town trustees and number of town trustees and number of town trustees and 
their duties related to school their duties related to school their duties related to school their duties related to school 
and church lands, except and church lands, except and church lands, except and church lands, except 
Section 16.Section 16.Section 16.Section 16.

The 1821 Act allowed Alton The 1821 Act allowed Alton The 1821 Act allowed Alton The 1821 Act allowed Alton 
town trustees to levy a tax for town trustees to levy a tax for town trustees to levy a tax for town trustees to levy a tax for 
various school functions.various school functions.various school functions.various school functions.

It was probably the first act of It was probably the first act of It was probably the first act of It was probably the first act of 
its kind.its kind.its kind.its kind.
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‘‘‘‘Whereas, the inhabitants of the Whereas, the inhabitants of the Whereas, the inhabitants of the Whereas, the inhabitants of the 
town of Alton have presented a town of Alton have presented a town of Alton have presented a town of Alton have presented a 
petition setting forth, that the petition setting forth, that the petition setting forth, that the petition setting forth, that the 
original proprietors of said town original proprietors of said town original proprietors of said town original proprietors of said town 
made a donation of 100 town made a donation of 100 town made a donation of 100 town made a donation of 100 town 
lots, onelots, onelots, onelots, one----half for the support of half for the support of half for the support of half for the support of 
the gospel, and the other half the gospel, and the other half the gospel, and the other half the gospel, and the other half 
for the support of public for the support of public for the support of public for the support of public 
schools in said town forever, schools in said town forever, schools in said town forever, schools in said town forever, 
which said town lots rest at which said town lots rest at which said town lots rest at which said town lots rest at 
present in the patentees of the present in the patentees of the present in the patentees of the present in the patentees of the 
tract on which said town is tract on which said town is tract on which said town is tract on which said town is 
situated situated situated situated …………

‘…‘…‘…‘… said petitioners have prayed said petitioners have prayed said petitioners have prayed said petitioners have prayed 
that the said town may be that the said town may be that the said town may be that the said town may be 
incorporated and trustees incorporated and trustees incorporated and trustees incorporated and trustees 
appointed in whom and their appointed in whom and their appointed in whom and their appointed in whom and their 
successors the said lots may successors the said lots may successors the said lots may successors the said lots may 
rest forever, to be used and rest forever, to be used and rest forever, to be used and rest forever, to be used and 
applied agreeably to the applied agreeably to the applied agreeably to the applied agreeably to the 
purposes intended.purposes intended.purposes intended.purposes intended.’’’’
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1821 February 14, an Act to 1821 February 14, an Act to 1821 February 14, an Act to 1821 February 14, an Act to 
Encourage Learning in White Encourage Learning in White Encourage Learning in White Encourage Learning in White 
County, And for Other County, And for Other County, And for Other County, And for Other 
Purposes also dealt with school Purposes also dealt with school Purposes also dealt with school Purposes also dealt with school 
lands.lands.lands.lands.

‘‘‘‘Whereas there is a society of Whereas there is a society of Whereas there is a society of Whereas there is a society of 
Christians who have erected a Christians who have erected a Christians who have erected a Christians who have erected a 
meetingmeetingmeetingmeeting----house for public house for public house for public house for public 
worship on Section 16 in worship on Section 16 in worship on Section 16 in worship on Section 16 in 
township five south of range township five south of range township five south of range township five south of range 
eight east that likewise may be eight east that likewise may be eight east that likewise may be eight east that likewise may be 
used as a schoolhouse for the used as a schoolhouse for the used as a schoolhouse for the used as a schoolhouse for the 
township township township township …………

‘‘‘‘Therefore, Be it resolved by Therefore, Be it resolved by Therefore, Be it resolved by Therefore, Be it resolved by 
the people of the State of the people of the State of the people of the State of the people of the State of 
Illinois that two or more County Illinois that two or more County Illinois that two or more County Illinois that two or more County 
Commissioners are authorized Commissioners are authorized Commissioners are authorized Commissioners are authorized 
and required to lease five acres and required to lease five acres and required to lease five acres and required to lease five acres 
of land of Section 16 to the of land of Section 16 to the of land of Section 16 to the of land of Section 16 to the 
trustees of the township for 99 trustees of the township for 99 trustees of the township for 99 trustees of the township for 99 
years, for use of said society of years, for use of said society of years, for use of said society of years, for use of said society of 
Cumberland Presbyterians, and Cumberland Presbyterians, and Cumberland Presbyterians, and Cumberland Presbyterians, and 
for the use of the school of the for the use of the school of the for the use of the school of the for the use of the school of the 
said township.said township.said township.said township.

‘‘‘‘There shall never be given any There shall never be given any There shall never be given any There shall never be given any 
preference to one sect over preference to one sect over preference to one sect over preference to one sect over 
another in said school, but another in said school, but another in said school, but another in said school, but 
Cumberland Presbyterians shall Cumberland Presbyterians shall Cumberland Presbyterians shall Cumberland Presbyterians shall 
be entitled to hold divine service be entitled to hold divine service be entitled to hold divine service be entitled to hold divine service 
in said house during said lease.in said house during said lease.in said house during said lease.in said house during said lease.’’’’
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In 1829, an act of the General In 1829, an act of the General In 1829, an act of the General In 1829, an act of the General 
Assembly allowed the governor Assembly allowed the governor Assembly allowed the governor Assembly allowed the governor 
to borrow the principal of the to borrow the principal of the to borrow the principal of the to borrow the principal of the 
permanent school fund at 6% permanent school fund at 6% permanent school fund at 6% permanent school fund at 6% 
interest, adding the interest to interest, adding the interest to interest, adding the interest to interest, adding the interest to 
the principal.the principal.the principal.the principal.

In 1829In 1829In 1829In 1829----1835, the fund didn1835, the fund didn1835, the fund didn1835, the fund didn’’’’t t t t 
divide interest among the divide interest among the divide interest among the divide interest among the 
township treasurers because the township treasurers because the township treasurers because the township treasurers because the 
1829 act diverted interest from 1829 act diverted interest from 1829 act diverted interest from 1829 act diverted interest from 
the fund to the governor.the fund to the governor.the fund to the governor.the fund to the governor.

In 1831, the US Treasurer In 1831, the US Treasurer In 1831, the US Treasurer In 1831, the US Treasurer 
withheld Illinoiswithheld Illinoiswithheld Illinoiswithheld Illinois’’’’ share of public share of public share of public share of public 
land sales revenues because land sales revenues because land sales revenues because land sales revenues because 
Illinois didnIllinois didnIllinois didnIllinois didn’’’’t account for its t account for its t account for its t account for its 
shares for 1829shares for 1829shares for 1829shares for 1829----1830.1830.1830.1830.

1831 January 13, the US 1831 January 13, the US 1831 January 13, the US 1831 January 13, the US 
Congress repealed the Congress repealed the Congress repealed the Congress repealed the 
provision of the 1820 US provision of the 1820 US provision of the 1820 US provision of the 1820 US 
statute that required the states statute that required the states statute that required the states statute that required the states 
to provide annual accountings.to provide annual accountings.to provide annual accountings.to provide annual accountings.

In 1846, the US withheld In 1846, the US withheld In 1846, the US withheld In 1846, the US withheld 
payments to states which payments to states which payments to states which payments to states which 
defaulted on payments on state defaulted on payments on state defaulted on payments on state defaulted on payments on state 
bonds that the US  held in bonds that the US  held in bonds that the US  held in bonds that the US  held in 
trust.trust.trust.trust.

In 1863, the US made a last In 1863, the US made a last In 1863, the US made a last In 1863, the US made a last 
payment of $712,745.34 to payment of $712,745.34 to payment of $712,745.34 to payment of $712,745.34 to 
Illinois for its share of revenues Illinois for its share of revenues Illinois for its share of revenues Illinois for its share of revenues 
from the sale of public lands from the sale of public lands from the sale of public lands from the sale of public lands 
(one(one(one(one----sixth being turned aside for sixth being turned aside for sixth being turned aside for sixth being turned aside for 
a college or university).a college or university).a college or university).a college or university).
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In 1836 (during JacksonIn 1836 (during JacksonIn 1836 (during JacksonIn 1836 (during Jackson’’’’s s s s 
administration, when the US administration, when the US administration, when the US administration, when the US 
had paid off its debts with had paid off its debts with had paid off its debts with had paid off its debts with 
revenue from the import tax), the revenue from the import tax), the revenue from the import tax), the revenue from the import tax), the 
US Congress told the US US Congress told the US US Congress told the US US Congress told the US 
Treasurer to divide among the Treasurer to divide among the Treasurer to divide among the Treasurer to divide among the 
states all the money in the states all the money in the states all the money in the states all the money in the 
treasury in excess of treasury in excess of treasury in excess of treasury in excess of 
$5,000,000.$5,000,000.$5,000,000.$5,000,000.

The Treasurer made three of The Treasurer made three of The Treasurer made three of The Treasurer made three of 
four quarterly payments.four quarterly payments.four quarterly payments.four quarterly payments.

He paid Illinois $477,919.24.He paid Illinois $477,919.24.He paid Illinois $477,919.24.He paid Illinois $477,919.24.

The 10th Illinois General The 10th Illinois General The 10th Illinois General The 10th Illinois General 
Assembly told the Illinois Assembly told the Illinois Assembly told the Illinois Assembly told the Illinois 
Treasurer to pay what the state Treasurer to pay what the state Treasurer to pay what the state Treasurer to pay what the state 
owed to its school, college and owed to its school, college and owed to its school, college and owed to its school, college and 
seminary funds, and deposit the seminary funds, and deposit the seminary funds, and deposit the seminary funds, and deposit the 
remainder in the permanent remainder in the permanent remainder in the permanent remainder in the permanent 
common school fund.common school fund.common school fund.common school fund.

The permanent state common The permanent state common The permanent state common The permanent state common 
school fund then held  school fund then held  school fund then held  school fund then held  
$948,995.28 in theory.$948,995.28 in theory.$948,995.28 in theory.$948,995.28 in theory.

In reality, the stateIn reality, the stateIn reality, the stateIn reality, the state’’’’s general s general s general s general 
revenue fund borrowed the revenue fund borrowed the revenue fund borrowed the revenue fund borrowed the 
common school fund to avoid a common school fund to avoid a common school fund to avoid a common school fund to avoid a 
statestatestatestate----wide property tax; and wide property tax; and wide property tax; and wide property tax; and 
paid the school fund 6% interest paid the school fund 6% interest paid the school fund 6% interest paid the school fund 6% interest 
on its theoretical principle.on its theoretical principle.on its theoretical principle.on its theoretical principle.
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In 1825, Illinois education was In 1825, Illinois education was In 1825, Illinois education was In 1825, Illinois education was 
limited to private schools in the limited to private schools in the limited to private schools in the limited to private schools in the 
homes of wellhomes of wellhomes of wellhomes of well----totototo----do families that do families that do families that do families that 
employed teachersemployed teachersemployed teachersemployed teachers

Prominent Illinoisans such as  Prominent Illinoisans such as  Prominent Illinoisans such as  Prominent Illinoisans such as  
GovernorGovernorGovernorGovernor ColesColesColesColes, General , General , General , General 
Duncan, and Reverend Peck Duncan, and Reverend Peck Duncan, and Reverend Peck Duncan, and Reverend Peck 
initiated an educational program initiated an educational program initiated an educational program initiated an educational program 
to defeat slavery by to defeat slavery by to defeat slavery by to defeat slavery by 
enlightenment.enlightenment.enlightenment.enlightenment.

‘‘‘‘The youth must be taught the The youth must be taught the The youth must be taught the The youth must be taught the 
evils of slavery and ignorance in evils of slavery and ignorance in evils of slavery and ignorance in evils of slavery and ignorance in 
free schools, provided by the free schools, provided by the free schools, provided by the free schools, provided by the 
state.state.state.state.’’’’

In 1825, the Illinois General In 1825, the Illinois General In 1825, the Illinois General In 1825, the Illinois General 
Assembly passed a Free Assembly passed a Free Assembly passed a Free Assembly passed a Free 
School Act.School Act.School Act.School Act.

Only a few other states had Only a few other states had Only a few other states had Only a few other states had 
free school laws at the time.free school laws at the time.free school laws at the time.free school laws at the time.

The Illinois act said that a The Illinois act said that a The Illinois act said that a The Illinois act said that a 
school or schools should be school or schools should be school or schools should be school or schools should be 
established in each county that established in each county that established in each county that established in each county that 
should be open and free to should be open and free to should be open and free to should be open and free to 
every class of white citizens every class of white citizens every class of white citizens every class of white citizens 
between the ages of five and between the ages of five and between the ages of five and between the ages of five and 
twentytwentytwentytwenty----one.one.one.one.

The schools should be kept The schools should be kept The schools should be kept The schools should be kept 
open at least three months out open at least three months out open at least three months out open at least three months out 
of each twelve.of each twelve.of each twelve.of each twelve.
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Paul Belting reported that Paul Belting reported that Paul Belting reported that Paul Belting reported that 
theretheretherethere’’’’s little evidence that any s little evidence that any s little evidence that any s little evidence that any 
free school districts were free school districts were free school districts were free school districts were 
established.established.established.established.

He found no published records He found no published records He found no published records He found no published records 
that the the state appropriated that the the state appropriated that the the state appropriated that the the state appropriated 
money out of state funds for money out of state funds for money out of state funds for money out of state funds for 
free schools.free schools.free schools.free schools.

Belting found documents for Belting found documents for Belting found documents for Belting found documents for 
only five free schools.only five free schools.only five free schools.only five free schools.

They were established in They were established in They were established in They were established in 
Madison County in 1825.Madison County in 1825.Madison County in 1825.Madison County in 1825.

In 1882, the Superintendent of In 1882, the Superintendent of In 1882, the Superintendent of In 1882, the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction reported that Public Instruction reported that Public Instruction reported that Public Instruction reported that 
of the 985,066 acres of of the 985,066 acres of of the 985,066 acres of of the 985,066 acres of 
Section 16 land granted by the Section 16 land granted by the Section 16 land granted by the Section 16 land granted by the 
US to the States, 8,513 of US to the States, 8,513 of US to the States, 8,513 of US to the States, 8,513 of 
the acres granted to Illinois the acres granted to Illinois the acres granted to Illinois the acres granted to Illinois 
remained unsold.remained unsold.remained unsold.remained unsold.

Acres sold for an average of Acres sold for an average of Acres sold for an average of Acres sold for an average of 
$3.78 at the time.$3.78 at the time.$3.78 at the time.$3.78 at the time.

The superintendent valued the The superintendent valued the The superintendent valued the The superintendent valued the 
common school fund at common school fund at common school fund at common school fund at 
$8,018,936.31, a total of the $8,018,936.31, a total of the $8,018,936.31, a total of the $8,018,936.31, a total of the 
estimated value of unsold land, estimated value of unsold land, estimated value of unsold land, estimated value of unsold land, 
receipts from land sold, and receipts from land sold, and receipts from land sold, and receipts from land sold, and 
interest paid or owed to the interest paid or owed to the interest paid or owed to the interest paid or owed to the 
fund.fund.fund.fund.

Clabaugh, Charles W., DeVillez, Randy, and Martin, John Wm.  Township School Trustees and Treasurers in Illinois 1819-1980.  USA: Township School 
Trustees of Cook County (1980).



216

1826 January, an act of the 1826 January, an act of the 1826 January, an act of the 1826 January, an act of the 
Illinois General Assembly:Illinois General Assembly:Illinois General Assembly:Illinois General Assembly:

‘‘‘‘The state Treasurer shall pay  The state Treasurer shall pay  The state Treasurer shall pay  The state Treasurer shall pay  
to the Commissioners of the to the Commissioners of the to the Commissioners of the to the Commissioners of the 
School Fund $1,037.79 as full School Fund $1,037.79 as full School Fund $1,037.79 as full School Fund $1,037.79 as full 
restitution of that portion of the restitution of that portion of the restitution of that portion of the restitution of that portion of the 
school fund which has been school fund which has been school fund which has been school fund which has been 
robbed from the state bank, and robbed from the state bank, and robbed from the state bank, and robbed from the state bank, and 
not recovered.not recovered.not recovered.not recovered.’’’’

In 1827, a In 1827, a In 1827, a In 1827, a ‘‘‘‘RepealRepealRepealRepeal’’’’ Act allowed Act allowed Act allowed Act allowed 
voters to levy taxes for 50voters to levy taxes for 50voters to levy taxes for 50voters to levy taxes for 50----100% 100% 100% 100% 
of the amount need to support of the amount need to support of the amount need to support of the amount need to support 
district schools.district schools.district schools.district schools.

People could be taxed only with People could be taxed only with People could be taxed only with People could be taxed only with 
their consent; but they could their consent; but they could their consent; but they could their consent; but they could 
send children to school only if send children to school only if send children to school only if send children to school only if 
they paid a tax.they paid a tax.they paid a tax.they paid a tax.

Parents, masters and guardians Parents, masters and guardians Parents, masters and guardians Parents, masters and guardians 
had to pay the difference had to pay the difference had to pay the difference had to pay the difference 
between 100% of the cost of a between 100% of the cost of a between 100% of the cost of a between 100% of the cost of a 
school and the percentage school and the percentage school and the percentage school and the percentage 
provided by taxation.provided by taxation.provided by taxation.provided by taxation.
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The 1827 Repeal Act revealed The 1827 Repeal Act revealed The 1827 Repeal Act revealed The 1827 Repeal Act revealed 
that the Illinois General that the Illinois General that the Illinois General that the Illinois General 
Assembly was more concerned Assembly was more concerned Assembly was more concerned Assembly was more concerned 
with school lands than schools.with school lands than schools.with school lands than schools.with school lands than schools.

The Act required that trustees The Act required that trustees The Act required that trustees The Act required that trustees 
protect and preserve land, protect and preserve land, protect and preserve land, protect and preserve land, 
timber, stone and coal.timber, stone and coal.timber, stone and coal.timber, stone and coal.

Trustees should lay off a Trustees should lay off a Trustees should lay off a Trustees should lay off a 
school district if it would have 18 school district if it would have 18 school district if it would have 18 school district if it would have 18 
or more scholars, but only by or more scholars, but only by or more scholars, but only by or more scholars, but only by 
petition of a majority of petition of a majority of petition of a majority of petition of a majority of 
freeholders.freeholders.freeholders.freeholders.

Freeholders are property Freeholders are property Freeholders are property Freeholders are property 
owners whoowners whoowners whoowners who’’’’ve paid in full for ve paid in full for ve paid in full for ve paid in full for 
their land.their land.their land.their land.

In 1829, the General Assembly In 1829, the General Assembly In 1829, the General Assembly In 1829, the General Assembly 
enacted laws that revoked all enacted laws that revoked all enacted laws that revoked all enacted laws that revoked all 
federal and state mandated federal and state mandated federal and state mandated federal and state mandated 
financial support.financial support.financial support.financial support.

The provision for local taxes to The provision for local taxes to The provision for local taxes to The provision for local taxes to 
support district schools was support district schools was support district schools was support district schools was 
repealed.repealed.repealed.repealed.
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In 1829, another provision In 1829, another provision In 1829, another provision In 1829, another provision 
allowed revenue from school allowed revenue from school allowed revenue from school allowed revenue from school 
land rentals to be used for nonland rentals to be used for nonland rentals to be used for nonland rentals to be used for non----
school purposes; and township school purposes; and township school purposes; and township school purposes; and township 
trustees lost control of school trustees lost control of school trustees lost control of school trustees lost control of school 
land.land.land.land.

The law was ambiguous about The law was ambiguous about The law was ambiguous about The law was ambiguous about 
how the money could be used.how the money could be used.how the money could be used.how the money could be used.

School land should be sold for School land should be sold for School land should be sold for School land should be sold for 
$1.25 or more per acre on $1.25 or more per acre on $1.25 or more per acre on $1.25 or more per acre on 
petition by 90% of the petition by 90% of the petition by 90% of the petition by 90% of the 
townshiptownshiptownshiptownship’’’’s citizens.s citizens.s citizens.s citizens.

The General Assembly The General Assembly The General Assembly The General Assembly 
ordered county commissioners ordered county commissioners ordered county commissioners ordered county commissioners 
to loan the revenue from the sale to loan the revenue from the sale to loan the revenue from the sale to loan the revenue from the sale 
of school land at the highest of school land at the highest of school land at the highest of school land at the highest 
possible interest; and made it possible interest; and made it possible interest; and made it possible interest; and made it 
clear that only the interest and clear that only the interest and clear that only the interest and clear that only the interest and 
not the principal should be used not the principal should be used not the principal should be used not the principal should be used 
for township purposes.for township purposes.for township purposes.for township purposes.
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The 1829 Act, said that any The 1829 Act, said that any The 1829 Act, said that any The 1829 Act, said that any 
land not sold at a public sale land not sold at a public sale land not sold at a public sale land not sold at a public sale 
could be purchased at a private could be purchased at a private could be purchased at a private could be purchased at a private 
sale.sale.sale.sale.

Though the General Assembly Though the General Assembly Though the General Assembly Though the General Assembly 
provided for the prosecution of provided for the prosecution of provided for the prosecution of provided for the prosecution of 
wrongdoers, the provision wrongdoers, the provision wrongdoers, the provision wrongdoers, the provision 
played to the greed of land played to the greed of land played to the greed of land played to the greed of land 
grabbers and allowed them to grabbers and allowed them to grabbers and allowed them to grabbers and allowed them to 
put pressure on people who put pressure on people who put pressure on people who put pressure on people who 
inhabited the lands.inhabited the lands.inhabited the lands.inhabited the lands.

A concurrent act provided that A concurrent act provided that A concurrent act provided that A concurrent act provided that 
the state governor, auditor and the state governor, auditor and the state governor, auditor and the state governor, auditor and 
secretary of state, who were secretary of state, who were secretary of state, who were secretary of state, who were 
also commissioners of the school also commissioners of the school also commissioners of the school also commissioners of the school 
fund, should loan all the money fund, should loan all the money fund, should loan all the money fund, should loan all the money 
in the school fund to the state.in the school fund to the state.in the school fund to the state.in the school fund to the state.

The state would then pay the The state would then pay the The state would then pay the The state would then pay the 
6% interest on the loan to the 6% interest on the loan to the 6% interest on the loan to the 6% interest on the loan to the 
state instead of to the school state instead of to the school state instead of to the school state instead of to the school 
fund.fund.fund.fund.

1829182918291829----1855, most of the support 1855, most of the support 1855, most of the support 1855, most of the support 
for common schools was tuition for common schools was tuition for common schools was tuition for common schools was tuition 
paid by parents.paid by parents.paid by parents.paid by parents.
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An 1831 act told the County An 1831 act told the County An 1831 act told the County An 1831 act told the County 
Commissioners' Court to Commissioners' Court to Commissioners' Court to Commissioners' Court to 
appoint trustees and restored appoint trustees and restored appoint trustees and restored appoint trustees and restored 
their authority over school land, their authority over school land, their authority over school land, their authority over school land, 
except that commissioners had except that commissioners had except that commissioners had except that commissioners had 
the power to sell it if 75% of the power to sell it if 75% of the power to sell it if 75% of the power to sell it if 75% of 
white male township inhabitants white male township inhabitants white male township inhabitants white male township inhabitants 
petitioned.petitioned.petitioned.petitioned.

Commissioners set the interest Commissioners set the interest Commissioners set the interest Commissioners set the interest 
rate for loans of the revenue rate for loans of the revenue rate for loans of the revenue rate for loans of the revenue 
from sales.from sales.from sales.from sales.

A group of five or more A group of five or more A group of five or more A group of five or more 
township citizens could borrow township citizens could borrow township citizens could borrow township citizens could borrow 
$200 at 6% interest per year to $200 at 6% interest per year to $200 at 6% interest per year to $200 at 6% interest per year to 
build a school, for which they build a school, for which they build a school, for which they build a school, for which they 
would have to charge tuition.would have to charge tuition.would have to charge tuition.would have to charge tuition.

The 1831 act reserved prior The 1831 act reserved prior The 1831 act reserved prior The 1831 act reserved prior 
gifts and grants of land for gifts and grants of land for gifts and grants of land for gifts and grants of land for 
schoolhouses, worship houses, schoolhouses, worship houses, schoolhouses, worship houses, schoolhouses, worship houses, 
and cemeteries for the purpose and cemeteries for the purpose and cemeteries for the purpose and cemeteries for the purpose 
of the donation.of the donation.of the donation.of the donation.

The donations were to be given The donations were to be given The donations were to be given The donations were to be given 
to the county commissioners in to the county commissioners in to the county commissioners in to the county commissioners in 
trust.trust.trust.trust.

When the land ceased to be When the land ceased to be When the land ceased to be When the land ceased to be 
used for the purpose of the used for the purpose of the used for the purpose of the used for the purpose of the 
donation, it became the donation, it became the donation, it became the donation, it became the 
property of the county, which property of the county, which property of the county, which property of the county, which 
had to sell it and apply the had to sell it and apply the had to sell it and apply the had to sell it and apply the 
revenue to education in the revenue to education in the revenue to education in the revenue to education in the 
county.county.county.county.
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An 1833 March 1 act created An 1833 March 1 act created An 1833 March 1 act created An 1833 March 1 act created 
trustees for the sole purpose of trustees for the sole purpose of trustees for the sole purpose of trustees for the sole purpose of 
supervising a district school, like supervising a district school, like supervising a district school, like supervising a district school, like 
modern school boards.modern school boards.modern school boards.modern school boards.

The trustees were to receive The trustees were to receive The trustees were to receive The trustees were to receive 
and apply donations of money, and apply donations of money, and apply donations of money, and apply donations of money, 
books, maps, globes, stationary books, maps, globes, stationary books, maps, globes, stationary books, maps, globes, stationary 
and other articles useful for and other articles useful for and other articles useful for and other articles useful for 
schools.schools.schools.schools.

The trustees must admit the The trustees must admit the The trustees must admit the The trustees must admit the 
children of and require a children of and require a children of and require a children of and require a 
gratuitous tuition from parents gratuitous tuition from parents gratuitous tuition from parents gratuitous tuition from parents 
believed to be unable to pay for believed to be unable to pay for believed to be unable to pay for believed to be unable to pay for 
schooling.schooling.schooling.schooling.

If a county commissioner had If a county commissioner had If a county commissioner had If a county commissioner had 
money leftover after he had paid money leftover after he had paid money leftover after he had paid money leftover after he had paid 
for the survey and the sale of a for the survey and the sale of a for the survey and the sale of a for the survey and the sale of a 
townshiptownshiptownshiptownship’’’’s school land, he was s school land, he was s school land, he was s school land, he was 
to divide the money among the to divide the money among the to divide the money among the to divide the money among the 
teachers.teachers.teachers.teachers.

The commissioner was also The commissioner was also The commissioner was also The commissioner was also 
required to loan township funds.required to loan township funds.required to loan township funds.required to loan township funds.

Historical records are full of Historical records are full of Historical records are full of Historical records are full of 
charges of waste and fraud in charges of waste and fraud in charges of waste and fraud in charges of waste and fraud in 
the sale of school lands.the sale of school lands.the sale of school lands.the sale of school lands.
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In 1836, an act of the US In 1836, an act of the US In 1836, an act of the US In 1836, an act of the US 
Congress gave Illinois a surplus Congress gave Illinois a surplus Congress gave Illinois a surplus Congress gave Illinois a surplus 
revenue fund.revenue fund.revenue fund.revenue fund.

The fund was to be repaid when The fund was to be repaid when The fund was to be repaid when The fund was to be repaid when 
requested.requested.requested.requested.

The request was never made.The request was never made.The request was never made.The request was never made.

In 1835, in anticipation of the In 1835, in anticipation of the In 1835, in anticipation of the In 1835, in anticipation of the 
1836 surplus revenue fund, the 1836 surplus revenue fund, the 1836 surplus revenue fund, the 1836 surplus revenue fund, the 
General Assembly directed General Assembly directed General Assembly directed General Assembly directed 
federal money to the school federal money to the school federal money to the school federal money to the school 
fund.fund.fund.fund.

And, as usual, told the state to And, as usual, told the state to And, as usual, told the state to And, as usual, told the state to 
borrow it for general revenue borrow it for general revenue borrow it for general revenue borrow it for general revenue 
purposes.purposes.purposes.purposes.

In 1863, after the last payment In 1863, after the last payment In 1863, after the last payment In 1863, after the last payment 
from the US, the Illinois from the US, the Illinois from the US, the Illinois from the US, the Illinois 
permanent school fund permanent school fund permanent school fund permanent school fund 
contained $949,000 and contained $949,000 and contained $949,000 and contained $949,000 and 
interest on it was $57,000 per interest on it was $57,000 per interest on it was $57,000 per interest on it was $57,000 per 
year.year.year.year.
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The fund grew to millions of The fund grew to millions of The fund grew to millions of The fund grew to millions of 
dollars after the state began to dollars after the state began to dollars after the state began to dollars after the state began to 
appropriate money to it.appropriate money to it.appropriate money to it.appropriate money to it.

1873187318731873----1968, the appropriations 1968, the appropriations 1968, the appropriations 1968, the appropriations 
included the $57,000 as a line included the $57,000 as a line included the $57,000 as a line included the $57,000 as a line 
item until 1969 when the item until 1969 when the item until 1969 when the item until 1969 when the 
Bureau of the Budget omitted Bureau of the Budget omitted Bureau of the Budget omitted Bureau of the Budget omitted 
it.it.it.it.

From the midFrom the midFrom the midFrom the mid----1830s, Illinois 1830s, Illinois 1830s, Illinois 1830s, Illinois 
population growth accelerated; population growth accelerated; population growth accelerated; population growth accelerated; 
and the General Assembly gave and the General Assembly gave and the General Assembly gave and the General Assembly gave 
local communities considerable local communities considerable local communities considerable local communities considerable 
freedom to establish schools.freedom to establish schools.freedom to establish schools.freedom to establish schools.

From the midFrom the midFrom the midFrom the mid----1830s, Illinois 1830s, Illinois 1830s, Illinois 1830s, Illinois 
population growth accelerated.population growth accelerated.population growth accelerated.population growth accelerated.

The General Assembly gave The General Assembly gave The General Assembly gave The General Assembly gave 
local communities considerable local communities considerable local communities considerable local communities considerable 
freedom to establish schools; freedom to establish schools; freedom to establish schools; freedom to establish schools; 
but it didnbut it didnbut it didnbut it didn’’’’t permit local t permit local t permit local t permit local 
authorities to levy a tax on authorities to levy a tax on authorities to levy a tax on authorities to levy a tax on 
everyone in the community to everyone in the community to everyone in the community to everyone in the community to 
support the schools.support the schools.support the schools.support the schools.
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An 1837 act required school An 1837 act required school An 1837 act required school An 1837 act required school 
land trustees to call an election land trustees to call an election land trustees to call an election land trustees to call an election 
in every township in the state to in every township in the state to in every township in the state to in every township in the state to 
vote for or against incorporating vote for or against incorporating vote for or against incorporating vote for or against incorporating 
the township for school the township for school the township for school the township for school 
purposes.purposes.purposes.purposes.

A 67% vote was needed for A 67% vote was needed for A 67% vote was needed for A 67% vote was needed for 
incorporation.incorporation.incorporation.incorporation.

The vote for incorporation was The vote for incorporation was The vote for incorporation was The vote for incorporation was 
to be followed by the election of to be followed by the election of to be followed by the election of to be followed by the election of 
five freeholders to serve as five freeholders to serve as five freeholders to serve as five freeholders to serve as 
Trustees of the Schools.Trustees of the Schools.Trustees of the Schools.Trustees of the Schools.

The five trustees were to be a The five trustees were to be a The five trustees were to be a The five trustees were to be a 
corporate body with perpetual corporate body with perpetual corporate body with perpetual corporate body with perpetual 
succession for the purpose of succession for the purpose of succession for the purpose of succession for the purpose of 
supervising township business supervising township business supervising township business supervising township business 
affairs.affairs.affairs.affairs.

A provision of the act that was A provision of the act that was A provision of the act that was A provision of the act that was 
repealed and rerepealed and rerepealed and rerepealed and re----enacted several enacted several enacted several enacted several 
times told trustees to appoint a times told trustees to appoint a times told trustees to appoint a times told trustees to appoint a 
treasurer as sole legal custodian treasurer as sole legal custodian treasurer as sole legal custodian treasurer as sole legal custodian 
of township school funds. of township school funds. of township school funds. of township school funds. 

County school commissioners County school commissioners County school commissioners County school commissioners 
must collect data for detailed must collect data for detailed must collect data for detailed must collect data for detailed 
reports to the state auditor for reports to the state auditor for reports to the state auditor for reports to the state auditor for 
the General Assembly on the General Assembly on the General Assembly on the General Assembly on 
finances, number of teachers finances, number of teachers finances, number of teachers finances, number of teachers 
and pupils, and days taught.and pupils, and days taught.and pupils, and days taught.and pupils, and days taught.
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In 1845, the General Assembly In 1845, the General Assembly In 1845, the General Assembly In 1845, the General Assembly 
repealed almost all school laws; repealed almost all school laws; repealed almost all school laws; repealed almost all school laws; 
and then reand then reand then reand then re----enacted them along enacted them along enacted them along enacted them along 
with some startling new laws.with some startling new laws.with some startling new laws.with some startling new laws.

The Secretary of State The Secretary of State The Secretary of State The Secretary of State 
became the ex officio became the ex officio became the ex officio became the ex officio 
Superintendent of Common Superintendent of Common Superintendent of Common Superintendent of Common 
Schools with overwhelming Schools with overwhelming Schools with overwhelming Schools with overwhelming 
responsibilities responsibilities responsibilities responsibilities ---- as a prelude to as a prelude to as a prelude to as a prelude to 
establishing a stateestablishing a stateestablishing a stateestablishing a state----wide system wide system wide system wide system 
of schools.of schools.of schools.of schools.

Teachers and their friends put Teachers and their friends put Teachers and their friends put Teachers and their friends put 
a lot of pressure on the first a lot of pressure on the first a lot of pressure on the first a lot of pressure on the first 
superintendent to reduce the superintendent to reduce the superintendent to reduce the superintendent to reduce the 
high standards in another new high standards in another new high standards in another new high standards in another new 
law, but he held firm.law, but he held firm.law, but he held firm.law, but he held firm.

The 1845 act set the interest at The 1845 act set the interest at The 1845 act set the interest at The 1845 act set the interest at 
8% on school fund loans.8% on school fund loans.8% on school fund loans.8% on school fund loans.

School commissioners got 3% School commissioners got 3% School commissioners got 3% School commissioners got 3% 
of the revenue from the sale of of the revenue from the sale of of the revenue from the sale of of the revenue from the sale of 
school lands and 2% of the school lands and 2% of the school lands and 2% of the school lands and 2% of the 
interest on school fund loans. interest on school fund loans. interest on school fund loans. interest on school fund loans. 
School treasurers got 2% of School treasurers got 2% of School treasurers got 2% of School treasurers got 2% of 
interest on school fund loans, interest on school fund loans, interest on school fund loans, interest on school fund loans, 
but only when the money was but only when the money was but only when the money was but only when the money was 
collected from one borrower and collected from one borrower and collected from one borrower and collected from one borrower and 
loaned to another.loaned to another.loaned to another.loaned to another.

School commissioners, trustees School commissioners, trustees School commissioners, trustees School commissioners, trustees 
and treasurers charged with and treasurers charged with and treasurers charged with and treasurers charged with 
misuse of funds or fraud against misuse of funds or fraud against misuse of funds or fraud against misuse of funds or fraud against 
the state or school fund would the state or school fund would the state or school fund would the state or school fund would 
be subject to criminal action.be subject to criminal action.be subject to criminal action.be subject to criminal action.
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The 1847 school act had 120 The 1847 school act had 120 The 1847 school act had 120 The 1847 school act had 120 
sections.sections.sections.sections.

The 1847 act seemed to repeal The 1847 act seemed to repeal The 1847 act seemed to repeal The 1847 act seemed to repeal 
all provisions of 1841all provisions of 1841all provisions of 1841all provisions of 1841----1845, but 1845, but 1845, but 1845, but 
in reality it simply rewrote and in reality it simply rewrote and in reality it simply rewrote and in reality it simply rewrote and 
revised them and other former revised them and other former revised them and other former revised them and other former 
acts.acts.acts.acts.

Acts of 1845Acts of 1845Acts of 1845Acts of 1845----1847 allowed 1847 allowed 1847 allowed 1847 allowed 
inhabitants of a district to meet inhabitants of a district to meet inhabitants of a district to meet inhabitants of a district to meet 
to decide whether or not to tax to decide whether or not to tax to decide whether or not to tax to decide whether or not to tax 
themselves to build, furnish and themselves to build, furnish and themselves to build, furnish and themselves to build, furnish and 
support their schools.support their schools.support their schools.support their schools.

If they voted to tax themselves, If they voted to tax themselves, If they voted to tax themselves, If they voted to tax themselves, 
they must then agree on a rate they must then agree on a rate they must then agree on a rate they must then agree on a rate 
of $0.15 per $100 or less.of $0.15 per $100 or less.of $0.15 per $100 or less.of $0.15 per $100 or less.

The 1847 act also allowed a The 1847 act also allowed a The 1847 act also allowed a The 1847 act also allowed a 
levy of $0.50 or less to buy a lot levy of $0.50 or less to buy a lot levy of $0.50 or less to buy a lot levy of $0.50 or less to buy a lot 
or build and furnish a building or build and furnish a building or build and furnish a building or build and furnish a building 
for a school.for a school.for a school.for a school.

Interest on loans was to be 10%.Interest on loans was to be 10%.Interest on loans was to be 10%.Interest on loans was to be 10%.

A tax levy needed only a simple A tax levy needed only a simple A tax levy needed only a simple A tax levy needed only a simple 
majority of people who actually majority of people who actually majority of people who actually majority of people who actually 
voted.  The rate could go to voted.  The rate could go to voted.  The rate could go to voted.  The rate could go to 
$0.25 per $100 for general $0.25 per $100 for general $0.25 per $100 for general $0.25 per $100 for general 
school purposes.  The building school purposes.  The building school purposes.  The building school purposes.  The building 
levy could total $500.levy could total $500.levy could total $500.levy could total $500.

The state printer was to print The state printer was to print The state printer was to print The state printer was to print 
15,000 copies for distribution 15,000 copies for distribution 15,000 copies for distribution 15,000 copies for distribution 
throughout the state.throughout the state.throughout the state.throughout the state.
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The 1855 school act was a seaThe 1855 school act was a seaThe 1855 school act was a seaThe 1855 school act was a sea----
change in school finance.change in school finance.change in school finance.change in school finance.

The state would levy a tax of The state would levy a tax of The state would levy a tax of The state would levy a tax of 
two mills per dollar on all taxable two mills per dollar on all taxable two mills per dollar on all taxable two mills per dollar on all taxable 
property in the state.property in the state.property in the state.property in the state.

Revenue would go into the Revenue would go into the Revenue would go into the Revenue would go into the 
common school fund and then common school fund and then common school fund and then common school fund and then 
be distributed to the common be distributed to the common be distributed to the common be distributed to the common 
schools of the state.schools of the state.schools of the state.schools of the state.

Township trustees would Township trustees would Township trustees would Township trustees would 
estimate the total sum they estimate the total sum they estimate the total sum they estimate the total sum they 
needed to operate their schools needed to operate their schools needed to operate their schools needed to operate their schools 
and then establish a tax rate to and then establish a tax rate to and then establish a tax rate to and then establish a tax rate to 
levy on property in the township levy on property in the township levy on property in the township levy on property in the township 
to raise the sum.to raise the sum.to raise the sum.to raise the sum.

The boards of directors of The boards of directors of The boards of directors of The boards of directors of 
school districts could levy and school districts could levy and school districts could levy and school districts could levy and 
collect an annual tax on all collect an annual tax on all collect an annual tax on all collect an annual tax on all 
property in the district to property in the district to property in the district to property in the district to 
purchase school sites, build purchase school sites, build purchase school sites, build purchase school sites, build 
schools, buy furniture and fuel, schools, buy furniture and fuel, schools, buy furniture and fuel, schools, buy furniture and fuel, 
and acquire books for a library.and acquire books for a library.and acquire books for a library.and acquire books for a library.

School directors could borrow School directors could borrow School directors could borrow School directors could borrow 
money by issuing bonds at an money by issuing bonds at an money by issuing bonds at an money by issuing bonds at an 
interest of 10% or less in interest of 10% or less in interest of 10% or less in interest of 10% or less in 
denominations of $100 or more denominations of $100 or more denominations of $100 or more denominations of $100 or more 
to a total of 1% of assessed to a total of 1% of assessed to a total of 1% of assessed to a total of 1% of assessed 
valuation of property in the valuation of property in the valuation of property in the valuation of property in the 
district to buy school sites and district to buy school sites and district to buy school sites and district to buy school sites and 
build, repair and improve school build, repair and improve school build, repair and improve school build, repair and improve school 
buildings.buildings.buildings.buildings.

Clabaugh, Charles W., DeVillez, Randy, and Martin, John Wm.  Township School Trustees and Treasurers in Illinois 1819-1980.  USA: Township School 
Trustees of Cook County (1980).



228

The county superintendents of The county superintendents of The county superintendents of The county superintendents of 
schools were to:schools were to:schools were to:schools were to:

•keep books that recorded keep books that recorded keep books that recorded keep books that recorded 
school lands, mortgages, etc.; school lands, mortgages, etc.; school lands, mortgages, etc.; school lands, mortgages, etc.; 
•receive bonds from township receive bonds from township receive bonds from township receive bonds from township 
school treasurers;school treasurers;school treasurers;school treasurers;
•apportion state school funds;apportion state school funds;apportion state school funds;apportion state school funds;
•loan the principle but not the loan the principle but not the loan the principle but not the loan the principle but not the 
interest of county and township interest of county and township interest of county and township interest of county and township 
funds;funds;funds;funds;
•sell and resell and resell and resell and re----sell real estate;sell real estate;sell real estate;sell real estate;
•receive the fees of 2% and 3% receive the fees of 2% and 3% receive the fees of 2% and 3% receive the fees of 2% and 3% 
on the sale of land and the loans on the sale of land and the loans on the sale of land and the loans on the sale of land and the loans 
of funds; andof funds; andof funds; andof funds; and
•hire competent people to hire competent people to hire competent people to hire competent people to 
secure and compile statistics.secure and compile statistics.secure and compile statistics.secure and compile statistics.

Treasurers were to:Treasurers were to:Treasurers were to:Treasurers were to:

•loan all money except funds to loan all money except funds to loan all money except funds to loan all money except funds to 
be distributed to schools;be distributed to schools;be distributed to schools;be distributed to schools;
•loan money at 10% for terms of loan money at 10% for terms of loan money at 10% for terms of loan money at 10% for terms of 
six months to five years.six months to five years.six months to five years.six months to five years.
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An 1861 act said that school An 1861 act said that school An 1861 act said that school An 1861 act said that school 
taxes could be levied and taxes could be levied and taxes could be levied and taxes could be levied and 
collected only on property collected only on property collected only on property collected only on property 
within three miles of a school.within three miles of a school.within three miles of a school.within three miles of a school.

Two or more school districts in Two or more school districts in Two or more school districts in Two or more school districts in 
one or more townships could one or more townships could one or more townships could one or more townships could 
consolidate.consolidate.consolidate.consolidate.

School terms were set at six School terms were set at six School terms were set at six School terms were set at six 
months.months.months.months.

The Illinois General Assembly The Illinois General Assembly The Illinois General Assembly The Illinois General Assembly 
held off on school laws during held off on school laws during held off on school laws during held off on school laws during 
the Civil War.the Civil War.the Civil War.the Civil War.
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The 1870 Illinois constitution The 1870 Illinois constitution The 1870 Illinois constitution The 1870 Illinois constitution 
prohibited private laws and prohibited private laws and prohibited private laws and prohibited private laws and 
special charters for specific special charters for specific special charters for specific special charters for specific 
districts and areas.districts and areas.districts and areas.districts and areas.

Laws could be specific only to Laws could be specific only to Laws could be specific only to Laws could be specific only to 
classes.classes.classes.classes.

Classes could be based on Classes could be based on Classes could be based on Classes could be based on 
population.population.population.population.

The 1871 school code allowed The 1871 school code allowed The 1871 school code allowed The 1871 school code allowed 
voters to establish township voters to establish township voters to establish township voters to establish township 
high schools.high schools.high schools.high schools.

The new code gave voters five The new code gave voters five The new code gave voters five The new code gave voters five 
choices for school districting choices for school districting choices for school districting choices for school districting 
petitions.petitions.petitions.petitions.

Interest on loans of school Interest on loans of school Interest on loans of school Interest on loans of school 
funds would be 8funds would be 8funds would be 8funds would be 8----10%, raised to 10%, raised to 10%, raised to 10%, raised to 
12% on delinquent loans.12% on delinquent loans.12% on delinquent loans.12% on delinquent loans.

An 1879 amendment allowed An 1879 amendment allowed An 1879 amendment allowed An 1879 amendment allowed 
voters to discontinue township voters to discontinue township voters to discontinue township voters to discontinue township 
high schools.high schools.high schools.high schools.

Clabaugh, Charles W., DeVillez, Randy, and Martin, John Wm.  Township School Trustees and Treasurers in Illinois 1819-1980.  USA: Township School 
Trustees of Cook County (1980).



231

An 1879 act reduced annual An 1879 act reduced annual An 1879 act reduced annual An 1879 act reduced annual 
interest on school funds to 6interest on school funds to 6interest on school funds to 6interest on school funds to 6----
8%.8%.8%.8%.

An 1883 act encouraged loans An 1883 act encouraged loans An 1883 act encouraged loans An 1883 act encouraged loans 
of idle money in the treasuries of of idle money in the treasuries of of idle money in the treasuries of of idle money in the treasuries of 
special charter districts.special charter districts.special charter districts.special charter districts.

An 1887 law dealt with the An 1887 law dealt with the An 1887 law dealt with the An 1887 law dealt with the 
tendency of Illinoisans to think tendency of Illinoisans to think tendency of Illinoisans to think tendency of Illinoisans to think 
that school district lines canthat school district lines canthat school district lines canthat school district lines can’’’’t be t be t be t be 
changed; rather than adapt to changed; rather than adapt to changed; rather than adapt to changed; rather than adapt to 
changing economic conditions changing economic conditions changing economic conditions changing economic conditions 
and provide more educational and provide more educational and provide more educational and provide more educational 
opportunities.opportunities.opportunities.opportunities.

In 1889, the General Assembly In 1889, the General Assembly In 1889, the General Assembly In 1889, the General Assembly 
rewrote the entire school code.rewrote the entire school code.rewrote the entire school code.rewrote the entire school code.

Legislators reLegislators reLegislators reLegislators re----numbered and numbered and numbered and numbered and 
divided sections.divided sections.divided sections.divided sections.

For example, section 33 had For example, section 33 had For example, section 33 had For example, section 33 had 
been a 3.5been a 3.5been a 3.5been a 3.5----page paragraph.page paragraph.page paragraph.page paragraph.

Clabaugh, Charles W., DeVillez, Randy, and Martin, John Wm.  Township School Trustees and Treasurers in Illinois 1819-1980.  USA: Township School 
Trustees of Cook County (1980).



232

In 1899, legislators changed In 1899, legislators changed In 1899, legislators changed In 1899, legislators changed 
annual interest to 5annual interest to 5annual interest to 5annual interest to 5----7% on loans 7% on loans 7% on loans 7% on loans 
of $200 and more.  of $200 and more.  of $200 and more.  of $200 and more.  

Borrowers must provide Borrowers must provide Borrowers must provide Borrowers must provide 
security in the form of a security in the form of a security in the form of a security in the form of a 
mortgage on unmortgage on unmortgage on unmortgage on un----encumbered encumbered encumbered encumbered 
real estate valued 40+% more real estate valued 40+% more real estate valued 40+% more real estate valued 40+% more 
than the principle of the loan.than the principle of the loan.than the principle of the loan.than the principle of the loan.

In 1905, legislators reduced In 1905, legislators reduced In 1905, legislators reduced In 1905, legislators reduced 
interest to 4interest to 4interest to 4interest to 4----7%; and this rate 7%; and this rate 7%; and this rate 7%; and this rate 
persisted until 1943, when it was persisted until 1943, when it was persisted until 1943, when it was persisted until 1943, when it was 
revised to 4+%.revised to 4+%.revised to 4+%.revised to 4+%.

The 1909 changes were less in The 1909 changes were less in The 1909 changes were less in The 1909 changes were less in 
content and more in content and more in content and more in content and more in 
organization and coherency.organization and coherency.organization and coherency.organization and coherency.

Legislators wanted to eliminate Legislators wanted to eliminate Legislators wanted to eliminate Legislators wanted to eliminate 
wordiness.wordiness.wordiness.wordiness.

Loans would be oneLoans would be oneLoans would be oneLoans would be one----totototo----five five five five 
years secured by unyears secured by unyears secured by unyears secured by un----
encumbered real estate in Illinois encumbered real estate in Illinois encumbered real estate in Illinois encumbered real estate in Illinois 
valued at 50% more than the valued at 50% more than the valued at 50% more than the valued at 50% more than the 
principle of the loan.principle of the loan.principle of the loan.principle of the loan.
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(1935) (1935) (1935) (1935) ---- treasurers allowed to treasurers allowed to treasurers allowed to treasurers allowed to 
invest township funds in bonds invest township funds in bonds invest township funds in bonds invest township funds in bonds 
and debentures of corporations and debentures of corporations and debentures of corporations and debentures of corporations 
formed to purchase federallyformed to purchase federallyformed to purchase federallyformed to purchase federally----
guaranteed FHA mortgages guaranteed FHA mortgages guaranteed FHA mortgages guaranteed FHA mortgages 
and to exchange defaulted and to exchange defaulted and to exchange defaulted and to exchange defaulted 
mortgages for HOLC bonds.mortgages for HOLC bonds.mortgages for HOLC bonds.mortgages for HOLC bonds.

(1937) .. was a bad financial (1937) .. was a bad financial (1937) .. was a bad financial (1937) .. was a bad financial 
year for many school districts.year for many school districts.year for many school districts.year for many school districts.

(1941) (1941) (1941) (1941) ---- bonding for township bonding for township bonding for township bonding for township 
treasurers and their guarantors treasurers and their guarantors treasurers and their guarantors treasurers and their guarantors 
were altered.were altered.were altered.were altered.

(1945) (1945) (1945) (1945) ---- legislators changed legislators changed legislators changed legislators changed 
form and language but not form and language but not form and language but not form and language but not 
content.content.content.content.

(1951) (1951) (1951) (1951) ---- school districts school districts school districts school districts 
reduced to 4,580 from 11,955 reduced to 4,580 from 11,955 reduced to 4,580 from 11,955 reduced to 4,580 from 11,955 
(a reduction of 7,375), leaving (a reduction of 7,375), leaving (a reduction of 7,375), leaving (a reduction of 7,375), leaving 
six+ districts per township six+ districts per township six+ districts per township six+ districts per township 
throughout the state.throughout the state.throughout the state.throughout the state.

Most of the eliminated districts Most of the eliminated districts Most of the eliminated districts Most of the eliminated districts 
were rural districts with onewere rural districts with onewere rural districts with onewere rural districts with one----
room school buildings at tworoom school buildings at tworoom school buildings at tworoom school buildings at two----
mile intervals.mile intervals.mile intervals.mile intervals.

A School Problems A School Problems A School Problems A School Problems 
Commission said that all the Commission said that all the Commission said that all the Commission said that all the 
people it heard said school people it heard said school people it heard said school people it heard said school 
townships were obsolete.townships were obsolete.townships were obsolete.townships were obsolete.
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In 1963, three Cook County In 1963, three Cook County In 1963, three Cook County In 1963, three Cook County 
Democrats tried to abolish the Democrats tried to abolish the Democrats tried to abolish the Democrats tried to abolish the 
Township School Offices in Township School Offices in Township School Offices in Township School Offices in 
Cook County.Cook County.Cook County.Cook County.

The measure failed to clear the The measure failed to clear the The measure failed to clear the The measure failed to clear the 
House Education Committee.House Education Committee.House Education Committee.House Education Committee.

The Democrats argued that it The Democrats argued that it The Democrats argued that it The Democrats argued that it 
was an act of discrimination was an act of discrimination was an act of discrimination was an act of discrimination 
against Cook County to against Cook County to against Cook County to against Cook County to 
continue these offices in Cook continue these offices in Cook continue these offices in Cook continue these offices in Cook 
County after abolishing them County after abolishing them County after abolishing them County after abolishing them 
downstate.downstate.downstate.downstate.

Note:  Note:  Note:  Note:  
The office was abolished two decades The office was abolished two decades The office was abolished two decades The office was abolished two decades 
later; and its functions moved to CPS.  later; and its functions moved to CPS.  later; and its functions moved to CPS.  later; and its functions moved to CPS.  

Democrats didnDemocrats didnDemocrats didnDemocrats didn’’’’t argue that Illinois t argue that Illinois t argue that Illinois t argue that Illinois 
constitutional provisions regarding the constitutional provisions regarding the constitutional provisions regarding the constitutional provisions regarding the 
property tax persistently discriminate property tax persistently discriminate property tax persistently discriminate property tax persistently discriminate 
against taxpayers of Cook County against taxpayers of Cook County against taxpayers of Cook County against taxpayers of Cook County 
while state laws regarding schools and while state laws regarding schools and while state laws regarding schools and while state laws regarding schools and 
municipal government deprive Chicago municipal government deprive Chicago municipal government deprive Chicago municipal government deprive Chicago 
inhabitants of protections  everyone inhabitants of protections  everyone inhabitants of protections  everyone inhabitants of protections  everyone 
else in the state enjoys.else in the state enjoys.else in the state enjoys.else in the state enjoys.

Clabagh Clabagh Clabagh Clabagh et al. did an admirable job of et al. did an admirable job of et al. did an admirable job of et al. did an admirable job of 
documenting the tragic theft of school documenting the tragic theft of school documenting the tragic theft of school documenting the tragic theft of school 
land reservations and their potential to land reservations and their potential to land reservations and their potential to land reservations and their potential to 
serve the people as an alternative to serve the people as an alternative to serve the people as an alternative to serve the people as an alternative to 
property taxes for the support of property taxes for the support of property taxes for the support of property taxes for the support of 
schools.  Disappear congressional schools.  Disappear congressional schools.  Disappear congressional schools.  Disappear congressional 
townships and, voila!, the reservations townships and, voila!, the reservations townships and, voila!, the reservations townships and, voila!, the reservations 
vanish; and all effective limits on school vanish; and all effective limits on school vanish; and all effective limits on school vanish; and all effective limits on school 
spending vanish with them.spending vanish with them.spending vanish with them.spending vanish with them.
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In 1912, in the case of People v. In 1912, in the case of People v. In 1912, in the case of People v. In 1912, in the case of People v. 
Board of Education of Paris Board of Education of Paris Board of Education of Paris Board of Education of Paris 
Union School District, an Union School District, an Union School District, an Union School District, an 
Illinois court declared:Illinois court declared:Illinois court declared:Illinois court declared:

The legislature could create or The legislature could create or The legislature could create or The legislature could create or 
divide school townships or divide school townships or divide school townships or divide school townships or 
school funds at its discretion.school funds at its discretion.school funds at its discretion.school funds at its discretion.

(255 Ill. 568, 99 N.E. 659)(255 Ill. 568, 99 N.E. 659)(255 Ill. 568, 99 N.E. 659)(255 Ill. 568, 99 N.E. 659)

In 1913, in the case of People In 1913, in the case of People In 1913, in the case of People In 1913, in the case of People 
exexexex relrelrelrel.... BrockampBrockampBrockampBrockamp v Chicago & v Chicago & v Chicago & v Chicago & 
IMIMIMIMRyRyRyRyCo:Co:Co:Co:

There are no constitutional There are no constitutional There are no constitutional There are no constitutional 
limitations placed on the limitations placed on the limitations placed on the limitations placed on the 
legislature as to the agencies legislature as to the agencies legislature as to the agencies legislature as to the agencies 
the state should adopt for the state should adopt for the state should adopt for the state should adopt for 
providing for free schools. providing for free schools. providing for free schools. providing for free schools. 

(256 Ill. 488, 100 N.E. 174)(256 Ill. 488, 100 N.E. 174)(256 Ill. 488, 100 N.E. 174)(256 Ill. 488, 100 N.E. 174)
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In 1948, in the case of People v. In 1948, in the case of People v. In 1948, in the case of People v. In 1948, in the case of People v. 
DeatherageDeatherageDeatherageDeatherage, an Illinois court , an Illinois court , an Illinois court , an Illinois court 
declared:declared:declared:declared:

A school district owned no A school district owned no A school district owned no A school district owned no 
property.property.property.property.

All school facilities, such as All school facilities, such as All school facilities, such as All school facilities, such as 
grounds, building equipment, grounds, building equipment, grounds, building equipment, grounds, building equipment, 
etc., were in fact and law etc., were in fact and law etc., were in fact and law etc., were in fact and law 
property of the State and property of the State and property of the State and property of the State and 
subject to legislative will. subject to legislative will. subject to legislative will. subject to legislative will. 

(Ill. 25, 81 N.E. 2d. 581)(Ill. 25, 81 N.E. 2d. 581)(Ill. 25, 81 N.E. 2d. 581)(Ill. 25, 81 N.E. 2d. 581)
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Pickering, E.H. (photographer).  Photograph 6.  King William's School, 10 Francis Street, Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland.
No known restrictions on images made by the U.S. Government.

Rear elevation showing original gambrel roofline now covered in sheet metal.
King William’s School was the predecessor of St. John’s College, first free school in Maryland, established 1695.  George Washington’s stepson, Parke 
Custis, attended the school.

(1936 December)
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Pickering, E.H. (photographer).  Photograph 3.  King William's School, 10 Francis Street, Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland.
No known restrictions on images made by the U.S. Government.

Perspective view of north and west elevations, taken from Francis Street.
King William’s School was the predecessor of St. John’s College, first free school in Maryland, established 1695.  George Washington’s stepson, Parke 
Custis, attended the school.

(1936 December)
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Pickering, E.H. (photographer).  Photograph 2. King William's School, 10 Francis Street, Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland.
No known restrictions on images made by the U.S. Government.

King William’s School was the predecessor of St. John’s College, first free school in Maryland, established 1695.  George Washington’s stepson, Parke 
Custis, attended the school.

(1936 December)
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In 1927, the Illinois Tax In 1927, the Illinois Tax In 1927, the Illinois Tax In 1927, the Illinois Tax 
Commission rejected the Commission rejected the Commission rejected the Commission rejected the 
quadrennial property tax quadrennial property tax quadrennial property tax quadrennial property tax 
assessment for Cook County.assessment for Cook County.assessment for Cook County.assessment for Cook County.

In 1929, a general economic In 1929, a general economic In 1929, a general economic In 1929, a general economic 
depression began.depression began.depression began.depression began.

At the end of 1931, liabilities At the end of 1931, liabilities At the end of 1931, liabilities At the end of 1931, liabilities 
against the Chicago schools are against the Chicago schools are against the Chicago schools are against the Chicago schools are 
accumulated audited vouchers accumulated audited vouchers accumulated audited vouchers accumulated audited vouchers 
and accounts, tax warrants, and and accounts, tax warrants, and and accounts, tax warrants, and and accounts, tax warrants, and 
other unpaid items that total other unpaid items that total other unpaid items that total other unpaid items that total 
$134,111,194.  $134,111,194.  $134,111,194.  $134,111,194.  

Assets are uncollected 1928Assets are uncollected 1928Assets are uncollected 1928Assets are uncollected 1928----
1930 tax levies and the 1931 1930 tax levies and the 1931 1930 tax levies and the 1931 1930 tax levies and the 1931 
tax levy not yet placed in tax levy not yet placed in tax levy not yet placed in tax levy not yet placed in 
collection.collection.collection.collection.

Balancing the budget is the Balancing the budget is the Balancing the budget is the Balancing the budget is the 
major financial problem which major financial problem which major financial problem which major financial problem which 
now confronts the Chicago now confronts the Chicago now confronts the Chicago now confronts the Chicago 
Board of Education.Board of Education.Board of Education.Board of Education.

PrePrePrePre----1932 liabilities are definite, 1932 liabilities are definite, 1932 liabilities are definite, 1932 liabilities are definite, 
contracted and unarguable.contracted and unarguable.contracted and unarguable.contracted and unarguable.

The assets arenThe assets arenThe assets arenThe assets aren’’’’t definite t definite t definite t definite ---- the the the the 
time at which they materialize, time at which they materialize, time at which they materialize, time at which they materialize, 
and in what amount, depend on and in what amount, depend on and in what amount, depend on and in what amount, depend on 
several factors that canseveral factors that canseveral factors that canseveral factors that can’’’’t be t be t be t be 
predicted.predicted.predicted.predicted.

Norton, John K. (1932).  Financing the Schools.  Report of the Survey of the Schools of Chicago, Illinois (Volume I) made by The Division of Field Studies, 
Institute of Educational Research, Teachers College, Columbia University, George D. Strayer, Director.  New York:  Bureau of Publications, Teachers 
College, Columbia University.
Chapter X, page 137.



242

Among the unpredictable Among the unpredictable Among the unpredictable Among the unpredictable 
factors are factors are factors are factors are ----

----the speed at which  1928 and the speed at which  1928 and the speed at which  1928 and the speed at which  1928 and 
subsequent year reassessments subsequent year reassessments subsequent year reassessments subsequent year reassessments 
are completed;are completed;are completed;are completed;
----the amount of property they the amount of property they the amount of property they the amount of property they 
enroll;enroll;enroll;enroll;
----the trend of the economy;the trend of the economy;the trend of the economy;the trend of the economy;
----the actions of Chicago and the actions of Chicago and the actions of Chicago and the actions of Chicago and 
Illinois citizens and taxpayers.Illinois citizens and taxpayers.Illinois citizens and taxpayers.Illinois citizens and taxpayers.

One thingOne thingOne thingOne thing’’’’s for certain s for certain s for certain s for certain ---- and and and and 
everyone agrees that Chicago everyone agrees that Chicago everyone agrees that Chicago everyone agrees that Chicago 
schools recently contracted schools recently contracted schools recently contracted schools recently contracted 
financial obligations far beyond financial obligations far beyond financial obligations far beyond financial obligations far beyond 
the resources available to them.the resources available to them.the resources available to them.the resources available to them.

In 1932, the budget authorizes In 1932, the budget authorizes In 1932, the budget authorizes In 1932, the budget authorizes 
spending of $82,000,000.spending of $82,000,000.spending of $82,000,000.spending of $82,000,000.

Precedents of past years Precedents of past years Precedents of past years Precedents of past years 
indicate that expenditures might indicate that expenditures might indicate that expenditures might indicate that expenditures might 
be several million dollars less.be several million dollars less.be several million dollars less.be several million dollars less.

Norton, John K. (1932).  Financing the Schools.  Report of the Survey of the Schools of Chicago, Illinois (Volume I) made by The Division of Field Studies, 
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Year Expense 
Debt 

Service 
% of 
total 

Capital 
Outlay 

% of 
total 

Combined 
% total Total 

1915 13,422,094 46,466 0.3% 3,297,553 19.7% 19.9% 16,766,114 

1916 14,950,922 39,705 0.2% 4,352,555 22.5% 22.7% 19,343,182 

1917 16,133,473 48,641 0.2% 3,496,941 17.8% 18.0% 19,679,055 

1918 17,645,123 95,567 0.4% 4,356,775 19.7% 20.1% 22,097,466 

1919 20,104,763 204,469 0.9% 3,568,427 14.9% 15.8% 23,877,660 

1920 26,534,210 463,116 1.5% 4,091,242 13.2% 14.6% 31,088,568 

1921 29,164,671 769,592 2.2% 4,679,905 13.5% 15.7% 34,614,170 

1922 34,982,948 740,821 1.8% 6,132,155 14.7% 16.4% 41,855,925 

1923 38,518,937 963,501 2.1% 5,990,014 13.2% 15.3% 45,472,453 

1924 40,810,489 925,211 1.8% 9,112,431 17.9% 19.7% 50,848,132 

1925 42,468,759 921,848 1.6% 12,681,916 22.6% 24.3% 56,072,524 

1926 43,888,188 961,060 1.4% 21,468,742 32.4% 33.8% 66,317,992 

1927 47,162,749 1,013,601 1.6% 14,604,966 23.3% 24.9% 62,781,317 

1928 52,396,259 1,410,313 2.0% 18,173,473 25.2% 27.2% 71,980,046 

1929 52,940,173 4,309,932 6.3% 11,284,955 16.5% 22.8% 68,535,060 

1930 56,130,010 6,456,170 8.2% 16,300,889 20.7% 28.8% 78,887,070 

1931 56,997,987 7,018,191 9.4% 10,831,542 14.5% 23.8% 74,847,721 

*1932  53,347,824 11,180,000 13.6% 17,433,567 21.3% 34.9% 81,961,391 

Chapter X, page 137.  Table 7 page 139.
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School taxes, like other taxes in School taxes, like other taxes in School taxes, like other taxes in School taxes, like other taxes in 
Chicago, are technically levied Chicago, are technically levied Chicago, are technically levied Chicago, are technically levied 
to provide for the expenditures to provide for the expenditures to provide for the expenditures to provide for the expenditures 
for the year in which they are for the year in which they are for the year in which they are for the year in which they are 
levied.  levied.  levied.  levied.  

However, taxes arenHowever, taxes arenHowever, taxes arenHowever, taxes aren’’’’t legally t legally t legally t legally 
collectable until the succeeding collectable until the succeeding collectable until the succeeding collectable until the succeeding 
year.year.year.year.

The law allows municipalities to The law allows municipalities to The law allows municipalities to The law allows municipalities to 
issue tax warrants in anticipation issue tax warrants in anticipation issue tax warrants in anticipation issue tax warrants in anticipation 
of future collections; and of future collections; and of future collections; and of future collections; and 
Chicago has followed this Chicago has followed this Chicago has followed this Chicago has followed this 
practice.practice.practice.practice.

In 1915In 1915In 1915In 1915----1931, the trend of debt 1931, the trend of debt 1931, the trend of debt 1931, the trend of debt 
service payments changed.service payments changed.service payments changed.service payments changed.

In 1915 and well after, In 1915 and well after, In 1915 and well after, In 1915 and well after, 
expenditures for debt service expenditures for debt service expenditures for debt service expenditures for debt service 
were relatively small.were relatively small.were relatively small.were relatively small.

Since 1927 when the tax Since 1927 when the tax Since 1927 when the tax Since 1927 when the tax 
system failed system failed system failed system failed ---- and Chicago and Chicago and Chicago and Chicago 
began to borrow in anticipation began to borrow in anticipation began to borrow in anticipation began to borrow in anticipation 
of tax revenues of tax revenues of tax revenues of tax revenues ---- debt service debt service debt service debt service 
costs greatly increased.costs greatly increased.costs greatly increased.costs greatly increased.

In 1931, debt service was In 1931, debt service was In 1931, debt service was In 1931, debt service was 
$7,000,000, and amounted to $7,000,000, and amounted to $7,000,000, and amounted to $7,000,000, and amounted to 
10% of total expenditures.10% of total expenditures.10% of total expenditures.10% of total expenditures.

Norton, John K. (1932).  Financing the Schools.  Report of the Survey of the Schools of Chicago, Illinois (Volume I) made by The Division of Field Studies, 
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In 1932, the Chicago school In 1932, the Chicago school In 1932, the Chicago school In 1932, the Chicago school 
budget lists tax warrants budget lists tax warrants budget lists tax warrants budget lists tax warrants 
outstanding against levies for outstanding against levies for outstanding against levies for outstanding against levies for 
1928192819281928----1931 because tax income 1931 because tax income 1931 because tax income 1931 because tax income 
has been insufficient to pay all has been insufficient to pay all has been insufficient to pay all has been insufficient to pay all 
the warrants.the warrants.the warrants.the warrants.

Interest charges on the warrants Interest charges on the warrants Interest charges on the warrants Interest charges on the warrants 
have pyramided.have pyramided.have pyramided.have pyramided.

In 1930In 1930In 1930In 1930----1931, Chicago issued 1931, Chicago issued 1931, Chicago issued 1931, Chicago issued 
bonds of $2,300,000 and bonds of $2,300,000 and bonds of $2,300,000 and bonds of $2,300,000 and 
$25,000,000 because of tax $25,000,000 because of tax $25,000,000 because of tax $25,000,000 because of tax 
deficiencies, to create a working deficiencies, to create a working deficiencies, to create a working deficiencies, to create a working 
cash fund or reserve cash fund or reserve cash fund or reserve cash fund or reserve ---- and and and and 
payments for principal and payments for principal and payments for principal and payments for principal and 
interest of the bonds are now a interest of the bonds are now a interest of the bonds are now a interest of the bonds are now a 
prominent issue.prominent issue.prominent issue.prominent issue.

Most of ChicagoMost of ChicagoMost of ChicagoMost of Chicago’’’’s bill for debt s bill for debt s bill for debt s bill for debt 
service is an outcome of the service is an outcome of the service is an outcome of the service is an outcome of the 
failure of its taxation machinery failure of its taxation machinery failure of its taxation machinery failure of its taxation machinery ----
and until recently, Chicago and until recently, Chicago and until recently, Chicago and until recently, Chicago 
spent substantially less for debt spent substantially less for debt spent substantially less for debt spent substantially less for debt 
than have other cities.than have other cities.than have other cities.than have other cities.

ChicagoChicagoChicagoChicago’’’’s rapid increases in s rapid increases in s rapid increases in s rapid increases in 
payments for this purpose bring payments for this purpose bring payments for this purpose bring payments for this purpose bring 
Chicago up to the level of other Chicago up to the level of other Chicago up to the level of other Chicago up to the level of other 
cities now cities now cities now cities now ---- in 1932, the percent in 1932, the percent in 1932, the percent in 1932, the percent 
of school costs for debt service of school costs for debt service of school costs for debt service of school costs for debt service 
rose from 9.38% to 13.60% in rose from 9.38% to 13.60% in rose from 9.38% to 13.60% in rose from 9.38% to 13.60% in 
Chicago; and was 12.13% for Chicago; and was 12.13% for Chicago; and was 12.13% for Chicago; and was 12.13% for 
New York; 13.42% for New York; 13.42% for New York; 13.42% for New York; 13.42% for 
Cleveland; 13.67% for Cleveland; 13.67% for Cleveland; 13.67% for Cleveland; 13.67% for 
Philadelphia; and 15.57% for Philadelphia; and 15.57% for Philadelphia; and 15.57% for Philadelphia; and 15.57% for 
Detroit.Detroit.Detroit.Detroit.

Norton, John K. (1932).  Financing the Schools.  Report of the Survey of the Schools of Chicago, Illinois (Volume I) made by The Division of Field Studies, 
Institute of Educational Research, Teachers College, Columbia University, George D. Strayer, Director.  New York:  Bureau of Publications, Teachers 
College, Columbia University.
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A relatively large proportion of A relatively large proportion of A relatively large proportion of A relatively large proportion of 
debt payments in Chicago is for debt payments in Chicago is for debt payments in Chicago is for debt payments in Chicago is for 
interest on loans, as opposed to interest on loans, as opposed to interest on loans, as opposed to interest on loans, as opposed to 
interest on bonds or payments interest on bonds or payments interest on bonds or payments interest on bonds or payments 
for bond redemptions.for bond redemptions.for bond redemptions.for bond redemptions.

Other cities are redeeming and Other cities are redeeming and Other cities are redeeming and Other cities are redeeming and 
paying interest on bonds issued paying interest on bonds issued paying interest on bonds issued paying interest on bonds issued 
for building purposes.for building purposes.for building purposes.for building purposes.

Buildings are relatively Buildings are relatively Buildings are relatively Buildings are relatively 
permanent permanent permanent permanent ---- they depreciate they depreciate they depreciate they depreciate 
only a small degree in any year.only a small degree in any year.only a small degree in any year.only a small degree in any year.

Building sites are a permanent Building sites are a permanent Building sites are a permanent Building sites are a permanent 
asset and may increase in value.asset and may increase in value.asset and may increase in value.asset and may increase in value.

Chicago has followed a payChicago has followed a payChicago has followed a payChicago has followed a pay----asasasas----
youyouyouyou----go policy on building  and go policy on building  and go policy on building  and go policy on building  and 
has practically no bonded debt has practically no bonded debt has practically no bonded debt has practically no bonded debt 
for buildings for buildings for buildings for buildings ---- except the except the except the except the 
amounts due on the bond issues amounts due on the bond issues amounts due on the bond issues amounts due on the bond issues 
of annexed districts.of annexed districts.of annexed districts.of annexed districts.

In 1915, capital expenditures In 1915, capital expenditures In 1915, capital expenditures In 1915, capital expenditures 
(new buildings, sites, equipment, (new buildings, sites, equipment, (new buildings, sites, equipment, (new buildings, sites, equipment, 
and permanent improvements) and permanent improvements) and permanent improvements) and permanent improvements) 
were $3,297,533.were $3,297,533.were $3,297,533.were $3,297,533.

1915191519151915----1923, capital spending 1923, capital spending 1923, capital spending 1923, capital spending 
increased slowly because of a increased slowly because of a increased slowly because of a increased slowly because of a 
policy to restrict building during policy to restrict building during policy to restrict building during policy to restrict building during 
World War I.World War I.World War I.World War I.

Norton, John K. (1932).  Financing the Schools.  Report of the Survey of the Schools of Chicago, Illinois (Volume I) made by The Division of Field Studies, 
Institute of Educational Research, Teachers College, Columbia University, George D. Strayer, Director.  New York:  Bureau of Publications, Teachers 
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In 1924 Chicago began a In 1924 Chicago began a In 1924 Chicago began a In 1924 Chicago began a 
greatly expanded building greatly expanded building greatly expanded building greatly expanded building 
program to care for housing program to care for housing program to care for housing program to care for housing 
needs which had accumulated needs which had accumulated needs which had accumulated needs which had accumulated 
during and following the war.  during and following the war.  during and following the war.  during and following the war.  

This involved heavy annual This involved heavy annual This involved heavy annual This involved heavy annual 
expenditures, particularly since expenditures, particularly since expenditures, particularly since expenditures, particularly since 
building costs were substantially building costs were substantially building costs were substantially building costs were substantially 
higher after the war.higher after the war.higher after the war.higher after the war.

In 1926, the building program In 1926, the building program In 1926, the building program In 1926, the building program 
reached its peak when Chicago reached its peak when Chicago reached its peak when Chicago reached its peak when Chicago 
spent more than $21,000,000 spent more than $21,000,000 spent more than $21,000,000 spent more than $21,000,000 
(32% of expenditures) for (32% of expenditures) for (32% of expenditures) for (32% of expenditures) for 
buildings, sites, and equipment.  buildings, sites, and equipment.  buildings, sites, and equipment.  buildings, sites, and equipment.  

Since 1928, capital spending Since 1928, capital spending Since 1928, capital spending Since 1928, capital spending 
has decreased.has decreased.has decreased.has decreased.

1915191519151915----1931, Chicago spent 1931, Chicago spent 1931, Chicago spent 1931, Chicago spent 
$154,000,000 for buildings and $154,000,000 for buildings and $154,000,000 for buildings and $154,000,000 for buildings and 
sites.sites.sites.sites.

The payThe payThe payThe pay----asasasas----youyouyouyou----go policy has go policy has go policy has go policy has 
required large increases in tax required large increases in tax required large increases in tax required large increases in tax 
revenues, but eliminates interest revenues, but eliminates interest revenues, but eliminates interest revenues, but eliminates interest 
charges that bonds entail.charges that bonds entail.charges that bonds entail.charges that bonds entail.

Building costs are now the Building costs are now the Building costs are now the Building costs are now the 
lowest that they have been for lowest that they have been for lowest that they have been for lowest that they have been for 
more than a decade. more than a decade. more than a decade. more than a decade. 

Norton, John K. (1932).  Financing the Schools.  Report of the Survey of the Schools of Chicago, Illinois (Volume I) made by The Division of Field Studies, 
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However, the section on school However, the section on school However, the section on school However, the section on school 
housing reveals a large shortage housing reveals a large shortage housing reveals a large shortage housing reveals a large shortage 
of school seats and classrooms of school seats and classrooms of school seats and classrooms of school seats and classrooms 
in the city. in the city. in the city. in the city. 

StudentStudentStudentStudent----teacher ratios are:teacher ratios are:teacher ratios are:teacher ratios are:
42:1 (grades 142:1 (grades 142:1 (grades 142:1 (grades 1----5);5);5);5);
34:1 (grades 634:1 (grades 634:1 (grades 634:1 (grades 6----8);8);8);8);
30:1 (grades 930:1 (grades 930:1 (grades 930:1 (grades 9----12) (5 classes 12) (5 classes 12) (5 classes 12) (5 classes 
per teacher per day).per teacher per day).per teacher per day).per teacher per day).

The high school ratio is The high school ratio is The high school ratio is The high school ratio is 
affected by additional teachers affected by additional teachers affected by additional teachers affected by additional teachers 
for gym and manual arts. for gym and manual arts. for gym and manual arts. for gym and manual arts. 

Under normal circumstances it Under normal circumstances it Under normal circumstances it Under normal circumstances it 
would be to the advantage of would be to the advantage of would be to the advantage of would be to the advantage of 
the nation, in general, and to the nation, in general, and to the nation, in general, and to the nation, in general, and to 
Chicago, in particular, to Chicago, in particular, to Chicago, in particular, to Chicago, in particular, to 
proceed with energy to eliminate proceed with energy to eliminate proceed with energy to eliminate proceed with energy to eliminate 
the shortage.  the shortage.  the shortage.  the shortage.  

The potential to reduce shortThe potential to reduce shortThe potential to reduce shortThe potential to reduce short----
term interest isnterm interest isnterm interest isnterm interest isn’’’’t good.t good.t good.t good.

Factors that could reduce it are:Factors that could reduce it are:Factors that could reduce it are:Factors that could reduce it are:

----modernizing the tax system of modernizing the tax system of modernizing the tax system of modernizing the tax system of 
Chicago and of the State of Chicago and of the State of Chicago and of the State of Chicago and of the State of 
Illinois, particularly as it affects Illinois, particularly as it affects Illinois, particularly as it affects Illinois, particularly as it affects 
financing of schools;financing of schools;financing of schools;financing of schools;

Norton, John K. (1932).  Financing the Schools.  Report of the Survey of the Schools of Chicago, Illinois (Volume I) made by The Division of Field Studies, 
Institute of Educational Research, Teachers College, Columbia University, George D. Strayer, Director.  New York:  Bureau of Publications, Teachers 
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----effective administration of the effective administration of the effective administration of the effective administration of the 
Chicago taxation machinery;Chicago taxation machinery;Chicago taxation machinery;Chicago taxation machinery;

----$5,200,000 of educational $5,200,000 of educational $5,200,000 of educational $5,200,000 of educational 
fund bonds which have been fund bonds which have been fund bonds which have been fund bonds which have been 
authorized but not sold; and authorized but not sold; and authorized but not sold; and authorized but not sold; and …………

----a special tax which goes into a special tax which goes into a special tax which goes into a special tax which goes into 
effect in 1935 for the purpose effect in 1935 for the purpose effect in 1935 for the purpose effect in 1935 for the purpose 
of building up the working cash of building up the working cash of building up the working cash of building up the working cash 
fund, whereby Chicago will be fund, whereby Chicago will be fund, whereby Chicago will be fund, whereby Chicago will be 
able to finance its own able to finance its own able to finance its own able to finance its own 
borrowing in anticipation of borrowing in anticipation of borrowing in anticipation of borrowing in anticipation of 
taxes, and eventually finance its taxes, and eventually finance its taxes, and eventually finance its taxes, and eventually finance its 
schools on a cash basis.schools on a cash basis.schools on a cash basis.schools on a cash basis.

Some of the forces responsible Some of the forces responsible Some of the forces responsible Some of the forces responsible 
for increases in the cost of for increases in the cost of for increases in the cost of for increases in the cost of 
schools are schools are schools are schools are ----

The typical urban parent no The typical urban parent no The typical urban parent no The typical urban parent no 
longer contends that schooling longer contends that schooling longer contends that schooling longer contends that schooling 
which was good enough for him which was good enough for him which was good enough for him which was good enough for him 
is good enough for his children.is good enough for his children.is good enough for his children.is good enough for his children.

Rather, he desires and even Rather, he desires and even Rather, he desires and even Rather, he desires and even 
demands that his children shall demands that his children shall demands that his children shall demands that his children shall 
have a better opportunity than have a better opportunity than have a better opportunity than have a better opportunity than 
he had.he had.he had.he had.

He conceives the corner stone He conceives the corner stone He conceives the corner stone He conceives the corner stone 
of better opportunity to be a of better opportunity to be a of better opportunity to be a of better opportunity to be a 
high school or even a college high school or even a college high school or even a college high school or even a college 
education.education.education.education.

Norton, John K. (1932).  Financing the Schools.  Report of the Survey of the Schools of Chicago, Illinois (Volume I) made by The Division of Field Studies, 
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100,000 young men and women 100,000 young men and women 100,000 young men and women 100,000 young men and women 
are enrolled in Chicago high are enrolled in Chicago high are enrolled in Chicago high are enrolled in Chicago high 
schools now.schools now.schools now.schools now.

They would increase the army They would increase the army They would increase the army They would increase the army 
of unemployed people and of unemployed people and of unemployed people and of unemployed people and 
economic chaos if high schools economic chaos if high schools economic chaos if high schools economic chaos if high schools 
were closed.were closed.were closed.were closed.

They would also become the They would also become the They would also become the They would also become the 
prey of demoralizing influences prey of demoralizing influences prey of demoralizing influences prey of demoralizing influences 
that operate in the lives of that operate in the lives of that operate in the lives of that operate in the lives of 
vigorous young people with vigorous young people with vigorous young people with vigorous young people with 
nothing to do.nothing to do.nothing to do.nothing to do.

The interdependence of life in The interdependence of life in The interdependence of life in The interdependence of life in 
democracy democracy democracy democracy ---- and the growth of and the growth of and the growth of and the growth of 
US cities that concentrate a US cities that concentrate a US cities that concentrate a US cities that concentrate a 
great  number of people in a few great  number of people in a few great  number of people in a few great  number of people in a few 
square miles square miles square miles square miles ---- are changing the are changing the are changing the are changing the 
whole life of the race.whole life of the race.whole life of the race.whole life of the race.

Along with the intelligence of Along with the intelligence of Along with the intelligence of Along with the intelligence of 
individual citizens, their devotion individual citizens, their devotion individual citizens, their devotion individual citizens, their devotion 
to the common welfare (rather to the common welfare (rather to the common welfare (rather to the common welfare (rather 
than individual welfare) must be than individual welfare) must be than individual welfare) must be than individual welfare) must be 
lifted to the highest possible lifted to the highest possible lifted to the highest possible lifted to the highest possible 
level.level.level.level.

Civilization will break down if Civilization will break down if Civilization will break down if Civilization will break down if 
every effort isnevery effort isnevery effort isnevery effort isn’’’’t made to t made to t made to t made to 
increase the amount and quality increase the amount and quality increase the amount and quality increase the amount and quality 
of education.of education.of education.of education.

Norton, John K. (1932).  Financing the Schools.  Report of the Survey of the Schools of Chicago, Illinois (Volume I) made by The Division of Field Studies, 
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In the 1900s, US population In the 1900s, US population In the 1900s, US population In the 1900s, US population 
increased and rapidly became increased and rapidly became increased and rapidly became increased and rapidly became 
much more urban.much more urban.much more urban.much more urban.

In the 1930s, agriculture became In the 1930s, agriculture became In the 1930s, agriculture became In the 1930s, agriculture became 
more mechanized, creating a more mechanized, creating a more mechanized, creating a more mechanized, creating a 
surplus of unskilled labor in rural surplus of unskilled labor in rural surplus of unskilled labor in rural surplus of unskilled labor in rural 
areas, particularly in the South.areas, particularly in the South.areas, particularly in the South.areas, particularly in the South.

In the 1940s and 1950s, In the 1940s and 1950s, In the 1940s and 1950s, In the 1940s and 1950s, 
industries expanded in urban industries expanded in urban industries expanded in urban industries expanded in urban 
areas, creating a demand for areas, creating a demand for areas, creating a demand for areas, creating a demand for 
labor, particularly in the North labor, particularly in the North labor, particularly in the North labor, particularly in the North 
and West. and West. and West. and West. 

These pushThese pushThese pushThese push----andandandand----pull factors pull factors pull factors pull factors 
combined in a major migration of combined in a major migration of combined in a major migration of combined in a major migration of 
blacks and poor whites from blacks and poor whites from blacks and poor whites from blacks and poor whites from 
rural areas to cities.rural areas to cities.rural areas to cities.rural areas to cities.

The rural to urban migration The rural to urban migration The rural to urban migration The rural to urban migration 
dispersed affluent whites and dispersed affluent whites and dispersed affluent whites and dispersed affluent whites and 
manufacturing and service manufacturing and service manufacturing and service manufacturing and service 
industries to suburbs.industries to suburbs.industries to suburbs.industries to suburbs.

The increase in the number of The increase in the number of The increase in the number of The increase in the number of 
relatively uneducated and poor relatively uneducated and poor relatively uneducated and poor relatively uneducated and poor 
minority groups in US cities led minority groups in US cities led minority groups in US cities led minority groups in US cities led 
to an increase in demands for to an increase in demands for to an increase in demands for to an increase in demands for 
public services, such as public services, such as public services, such as public services, such as 
education.education.education.education.

Manji, Ashraf S., editor (1974).  Educational Facilities Planning in Chicago. Chicago: Simu-School: Center for Urban Educational Planning, Chicago 
Public Schools.
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Municipal overburden Municipal overburden Municipal overburden Municipal overburden ---- high high high high 
demand for public services and demand for public services and demand for public services and demand for public services and 
low revenue from taxation low revenue from taxation low revenue from taxation low revenue from taxation ---- was was was was 
the inevitable result.the inevitable result.the inevitable result.the inevitable result.

Nonetheless, providing schools Nonetheless, providing schools Nonetheless, providing schools Nonetheless, providing schools 
became a multibecame a multibecame a multibecame a multi----billion dollar billion dollar billion dollar billion dollar 
industry, as  administrators, industry, as  administrators, industry, as  administrators, industry, as  administrators, 
architects, teachers and parents architects, teachers and parents architects, teachers and parents architects, teachers and parents 
joined forces to meet the joined forces to meet the joined forces to meet the joined forces to meet the 
challenge.challenge.challenge.challenge.

The physical aspects of The physical aspects of The physical aspects of The physical aspects of 
schools were the first concern of schools were the first concern of schools were the first concern of schools were the first concern of 
early plans.early plans.early plans.early plans.

In the 1960s and 1970s, In the 1960s and 1970s, In the 1960s and 1970s, In the 1960s and 1970s, 
massive funding for a variety of massive funding for a variety of massive funding for a variety of massive funding for a variety of 
programs occurred under the programs occurred under the programs occurred under the programs occurred under the 
banner of Great Society.banner of Great Society.banner of Great Society.banner of Great Society.

The programs were designed to The programs were designed to The programs were designed to The programs were designed to 
redress inequities in the US.*redress inequities in the US.*redress inequities in the US.*redress inequities in the US.*

Manji, Ashraf S., editor (1974).  Educational Facilities Planning in Chicago. Chicago: Simu-School: Center for Urban Educational Planning, Chicago 
Public Schools.
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Comprehensive Annual Financial Report: Comprehensive Annual Financial Report: Comprehensive Annual Financial Report: Comprehensive Annual Financial Report: 
Statistical SectionStatistical SectionStatistical SectionStatistical Section

(2002)(2002)(2002)(2002)

found at found at found at found at 
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Top Employers Top Employers Top Employers Top Employers ---- Metro Metro Metro Metro ---- 2001200120012001

78,000   US Government78,000   US Government78,000   US Government78,000   US Government
45,798   Chicago Public Schools45,798   Chicago Public Schools45,798   Chicago Public Schools45,798   Chicago Public Schools
42,825   City of Chicago42,825   City of Chicago42,825   City of Chicago42,825   City of Chicago
39,063   Jewel39,063   Jewel39,063   Jewel39,063   Jewel----OscoOscoOscoOsco
27,139   Cook County27,139   Cook County27,139   Cook County27,139   Cook County
25,900   Ameritech (ATT)25,900   Ameritech (ATT)25,900   Ameritech (ATT)25,900   Ameritech (ATT)
25,600   State of Illinois25,600   State of Illinois25,600   State of Illinois25,600   State of Illinois
24,618   Advocate Health Care24,618   Advocate Health Care24,618   Advocate Health Care24,618   Advocate Health Care
20,000   Motorola20,000   Motorola20,000   Motorola20,000   Motorola
17,183   Abbott Labs17,183   Abbott Labs17,183   Abbott Labs17,183   Abbott Labs
16,453   University of Illinois/ Chicago16,453   University of Illinois/ Chicago16,453   University of Illinois/ Chicago16,453   University of Illinois/ Chicago
16,200   United Airlines16,200   United Airlines16,200   United Airlines16,200   United Airlines
16,000   Target Corp.16,000   Target Corp.16,000   Target Corp.16,000   Target Corp.
15,100   Dominick's Finer Foods15,100   Dominick's Finer Foods15,100   Dominick's Finer Foods15,100   Dominick's Finer Foods
15,006   Walgreen Co15,006   Walgreen Co15,006   Walgreen Co15,006   Walgreen Co
15,000   Sears Roebuck and Co.15,000   Sears Roebuck and Co.15,000   Sears Roebuck and Co.15,000   Sears Roebuck and Co.
14,220   Archdiocese of Chicago14,220   Archdiocese of Chicago14,220   Archdiocese of Chicago14,220   Archdiocese of Chicago
14,00014,00014,00014,000 ExelonExelonExelonExelon Corp. (utilities)Corp. (utilities)Corp. (utilities)Corp. (utilities)
13,450   Bank One Corp.(Chase)13,450   Bank One Corp.(Chase)13,450   Bank One Corp.(Chase)13,450   Bank One Corp.(Chase)
13,123   University of Chicago13,123   University of Chicago13,123   University of Chicago13,123   University of Chicago

Reading Comprehension ResultsReading Comprehension ResultsReading Comprehension ResultsReading Comprehension Results
CPS grades 9CPS grades 9CPS grades 9CPS grades 9----10 combined10 combined10 combined10 combined

national standardized tests 1988 norms*national standardized tests 1988 norms*national standardized tests 1988 norms*national standardized tests 1988 norms*

bottom 25%bottom 25%bottom 25%bottom 25% top 25%top 25%top 25%top 25%
1999   1999   1999   1999   52% 52% 52% 52% 1%1%1%1%
2000200020002000 32%                         3%32%                         3%32%                         3%32%                         3%
2001 2001 2001 2001 49%                         0%49%                         0%49%                         0%49%                         0%
2002   2002   2002   2002   34%                         2%34%                         2%34%                         2%34%                         2%

(Note: Low reading comprehension is (Note: Low reading comprehension is (Note: Low reading comprehension is (Note: Low reading comprehension is 
usually accompanied by low math scores.usually accompanied by low math scores.usually accompanied by low math scores.usually accompanied by low math scores.
Both deficiencies impair the ability of Both deficiencies impair the ability of Both deficiencies impair the ability of Both deficiencies impair the ability of 
students to comprehend the content of students to comprehend the content of students to comprehend the content of students to comprehend the content of 
subject area courses, creating an subject area courses, creating an subject area courses, creating an subject area courses, creating an 
ignorant population, incompetent work ignorant population, incompetent work ignorant population, incompetent work ignorant population, incompetent work 
force, and higher costs.)force, and higher costs.)force, and higher costs.)force, and higher costs.)

(left) Metropolitan Chicago's Top Employers Ranked by Number of Employees as of 2001 October (page 124).
(right) Reading Comprehension Results for Grades 9 and 10 Combined based on 1988 norms.

Chicago Board of Education.  Comprehensive Annual Financial Report: Statistical Section (2002)
found at www.cps.k12.il.us/AboutCPS/Financial_Information

* Fluctuations in test scores are the result of yearly differences in policies and other factors such as:

physical and emotional conditions on test days;
tampering with answer sheets in schools;
tampering with data at the central administrative office computer center;
including and omitting the scores of learning disabled and mildly retarded children;
teaching and not teaching to the tests;
charter schools’ competition for high-scoring students;
charter schools’ exemption from quotas for enrollment of special education students.
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Receipt for public (private) school tuition (1788).



257

Receipt for public (private) school tuition (1788).



258



259



260



261



262



263



264



265



266



267



268
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No known restrictions on images made by the U.S. Government.

Reproduction # HABS MD,2-GAMB,1--2
Call # HABS MD,2-GAMB,1-
Digital ID: (None) hhh md0075.photos.084665p http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.md0075/photos.084665p 
Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record/Historic American Landscapes Survey 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/md0075/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/md/md0000/md0075/photos/084665pv.jpg



269
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Midland Warehouse.  Western Avenue 1500S. Chicago, Illinois.  Still working 2005 March 11.



273

Dickerson, Oliver Morton (1875-1966) (author). American colonial government, 1696-1765 : a study of the British Board of Trade in its relation to the 
American colonies, political, industrial, administrative. Cleveland (OH): A.H. Clark Co (1912).  No copyright.
Digitizing sponsor: MSN
Book contributor: University of California Libraries
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
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http://www.amazon.com/American-colonial-government-1696-1765-administrative/dp/1240132263
Swenson, C.W. (customer/ reviewer) (2012 February 19).  A Compelling Look at a Frequently Overlooked History

Written a hundred years ago, Professor Oliver Morton Dickerson's (Ph.d ~ Univ. Illinois) "American Colonial Government 1696-1765," et. al, offers a 
fascinating insight into the policies of the British Board of Trade in Colonial America. In the book's Preface, Professor Dickerson proclaims, "The period 
covered by this volume, 1696-1765, is one of the most important in the growth of the American nation." Throughout the text, he proceeds to describe the 
evolution of power from England, acting through the Board of Trade, to the American colonies themselves.

Professor Dickerson asserts that the history of The Board of Trade, along with its governing policies, was profoundly influenced by the growing power of 
the colonial legislatures. He traces this dynamic relationship throughout. While factually complex and certainly dry, "American Colonial Government" 
remains a very interesting read. This is because so much historical information is provided about a topic that virtually none of us have ever read or 
considered. The Board of Trade's history is never discussed in American high schools, or in American colleges for that matter. Likewise, it's policies are 
equally unknown to the general, or even specialized, American public. One of the things which struck me most was the degree of autocratic control 
exercised by the British Crown, acting through the Board of Trade, over colonial government. 

(continued on next slide)
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(continued from previous slide)
We typically hear the term "salutary neglect" used to describe British colonial policy prior to the end of the French and Indian War (1763); however, The 
Board of Trade actually wielded tremendous power over the colonies during this alleged period of "neglect." The history of this compelling period is literally 
a power struggle between the colonial assemblies and the British Crown, acting again through its colonial administration. Through the roughly sixty (60) 
years over which this struggle took place, the colonies seem to have found their voices, pens, and the power necessary for ultimately declaring 
themselves independent.

To provide a bit of insight into the book, Professor Dickerson begins with a description of The Board of Trade's organization and personnel (Chapter I). In 
the next chapter, he describes The Board of Trade's unique relationship with the Crown's other agencies: The Privy Council, secretary of state, 
administrative boards, the Bishop of London, and Parliament (Chapter II). The Third Chapter relates the difficulties inherent in administering thirteen 
diverse counties from across a large oceanic body of water. This chapter discusses problems like communication, the weakness of the royal 
governorships, and the rising autonomy of the colonial assemblies. In the Fourth Chapter, Professor Dickerson explains The Board of Trade's imperial 
efforts to keep the colonies dependent upon the Crown, while also affording military protection against disgruntled Indian tribes. He specifically describes 
the Imperialist policies employed by The Board of Trade in colonial America.

(continued on next slide)
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(continued from previous slide)
In Chapter Five, an especially compelling chapter, Professor Dickerson's discusses The Board of Trade's power struggle with the rising colonial 
assemblies. The tyrannical veto and disallowance powers of The Board over all colonial legislation is especially interesting. In the final chapter, Professor 
Dickerson talks about The Board's involvement in resolving colonial boundary disputes, trade and Indian affairs (Chapter VI). He finishes the book with a 
rather short and cursory summary of the work. Given the tremendously detailed information provided throughout this monograph, the abrupt ending is 
rather curious.

Notwithstanding the book's curt ending, I highly recommend "American Colonial Government" to anyone interested in taking a deep and detailed look into 
this supremely important, yet little discussed, period of American history. It is a most educational reading experience and certainly whetted my appetite for 
other works about this period.
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DeBry, Theodor.  Colonial trade.  copyright British Library Board: 
British Library Online Gallery: The American Revolution - The North American Colonies and the British Empire.
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Pugin, Augustus & Rowlandson, Thomas (artists). The Board of Trade.  in Ackermann, Rudolf (author). Microcosm of London (1808).
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/LONboard.htm
also: Encyclopædia Britannica. Retrieved from http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/media/121959/The-Board-of-Trade-aquatint-by-Augustus-Pugin-
and-Thomas

John Simkin, September 1997 - June 2013:
In 1696 William III agreed to the request from Parliament to establish a Board of Trade. It was argued that Britain needed a specialized department that 
would be able to make better provision for commerce. In 1733 William Kent was commissioned to build offices for the Board of Trade. The Treasury in 
Whitehall was completed in 1736. The Treasury was enlarged by Sir John Soane in 1827 and Sir Charles Barry in 1844.  The Board of Trade consists of a 
committee of the privy council, composed of all the great officers of state. The business is principally conducted by the president, deputy president, and 
the chief of the clerks. It is, properly speaking, a board of reference, to which all difficult or doubtful cases relative to trade or our colonial possessions, 
exclusive of the East Indies, are referred. The apartments which are occupied by this Board of Trade, are in the northern part of the old building called the 
Treasury, in Whitehall. Reference:  William Pyne, The Microcosm of London (1808)

Encyclopedia Brittanica:
Board of Trade, also called Lords Commissioners of Trade and Plantations,  English governmental advisory body established by William III in May 1696 to 
replace the Lords of Trade (1675) in the supervision of colonial affairs. The board was to examine colonial legislation and to recommend disallowance of 
those laws that conflicted with imperial trade policies, to nominate governors and other high officials for royal colonies and to write the instructions for 
appointed governors, to recommend laws affecting the colonies to Parliament and the Privy Council, and to hear and to make reports on complaints from 
the colonies regarding imperial administration. These responsibilities were more extensive than those that had been delegated to the Lords of Trade. 
Memberships in the Board of Trade consisted of two groups: eight permanent salaried commissioners who conducted the regular duties of the board and 
eight ex-officio unpaid members who were nominally selected from the Privy Council.
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Plate 62. Offices of the British Board of Trade in 1823.  Cox, Montague H. and Forrest, G. Topham (editors). St Margaret, Westminster, part III: Whitehall 
II. in Survey of London: volume 14,(1931).
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This work contains an updated version of Lewis Evans' important 1755 "Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America," using the original plate 
engraved by James Turner with revisions and adding an eastern extension to cover New England; and Pownall's "Topographical Description" which 
describes the areas contained in the updated map; and six important appendices of writings by explorers in the region plus parts of Evans' original essay 
on his 1755 edition of the map - I. The account of Capt. Anthony Van Schaick of the ground between the entrance of lake Chaplain at Crown point, and the 
mouth of Otter creek -- II. Captain Anthony Van Schaik's journal, 1756 -- III. Captain Hobb's account of the way from No. 4. in New Hampshire, to the 
mouth of Otter creek -- IV. Extracts from the journal of Captain Harry Gordon...who was sent from Fort Pitt...to Illinois, in 1766 -- V. Extract from Mr. Lewis 
Evans' journal. 1743 -- VI. A journal of Christopher Gist's journey. 

Evans is considered "America's greatest eighteenth century cartographer" by Schwartz and Ehrenberg, and Pownall was hugely accomplished in pre-
Revolutionary America, serving as Governor General of Massachusetts and traveling widely in the colonies in various roles in the British colonial 
administration. Pownall's map is considered the best updated edition of the Evans 1755 map, of the many later copies of Evans that were issued by
Jefferys, Sayer, and others. In the prospectus, Pownall criticizes Jefferys' copy of Evans saying it "might as well be a map of the face of the moon." 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



395

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



396

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



397

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



398

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



399

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



400

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



401

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



402

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



403

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



404

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



405

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



406

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



407

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



408

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



409

Pownall, Thomas (1722-1805) (former governor of Massachusetts & South Carolina; former lieutenant governor of New Jersey; surveyor); Gist, 
Christopher (d. 1750); Turner, James (d. 1759) (engraver).   Map of the Middle British Colonies in North America.   Philadelphia (PA): Lewis Evans (1755); 
London: John Almon (1776) 

David Rumsey Map Collections # 6901.002 
http://www.davidrumsey.com/rumsey/download.pl?image=/D5005/6901002.sid



410

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



411

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



412

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



413

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



414

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



415

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



416

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



417

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



418

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



419

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



420

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



421

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



422

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



423

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



424

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



425

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



426

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



427

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



428

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



429

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



430

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



431

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



432

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



433

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



434

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



435

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar



436

Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar
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Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar
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Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author).  Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar
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Wharton, Anne Hollingsworth (1845-1928) (author). Genealogy of the Wharton family of Philadelphia1664-1880.  Philadelphia (PA): Collins, printer 
(1880).

Call # 31735061323253
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
This book has an editable web page on Open Library. 
http://www.archive.org/details/genealogyofwhart00whar
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Pennsylvania Currency (16 shillings) 
Signers:  Samuel Coates, Charles Wharton (in red ink), William Wishart. 
March 25, 1775

An emission of £6,000 in bills of credit for the continued construction of the Cape Henlopen Lighthouse and buoys and piers. Similar to the first lighthouse
issue of March 20, 1773. The back displays a cast cut of a lighthouse with the denomination of the bill incised in the plate in roman numerals, found in the 
lower left corner of the picture. Four border cuts and the Penn shield on the front. Printed by Hall and Sellers in Philadelphia on paper containing mica 
flakes. Each denomination has plates A and B. In each denomination the spelling of the colony name "Pennsylvania" is found in a different form. This is 
the continuation of an anti-counterfeiting measure used by Franklin and Hall. Usually numbered in red ink and at least one of the three signatures in red. 
Denominations issued were: 4s, 6s, 14s and 16s. 

Comments: Numbered in black ink. Second signature in reddish-brown ink; others in black ink. The left column on the front reads downward: "Lighthouse" 
followed by a small xvi and the right column reads upward: "Piers & Buoys." followed by 16. The front also contains the Penn family arms with the motto 
"Mercy Justice." The back, which is inverted, displays a cast cut of a lighthouse with the denomination of the bill incised in roman numerals (see lower left 
corner of the picture). Colony name appears as "Pennsylvania ". The paper contains mica flakes. 

http://www.coins.nd.edu/ColCurrency/CurrencyImages/PA/PA-03-25-75-16s.obv.jpg
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Pennsylvania Currency (16 shillings) 
Signers:  Samuel Coates, Charles Wharton (in red ink), William Wishart. 
March 25, 1775

An emission of £6,000 in bills of credit for the continued construction of the Cape Henlopen Lighthouse and buoys and piers. Similar to the first lighthouse
issue of March 20, 1773. The back displays a cast cut of a lighthouse with the denomination of the bill incised in the plate in roman numerals, found in the 
lower left corner of the picture. Four border cuts and the Penn shield on the front. Printed by Hall and Sellers in Philadelphia on paper containing mica 
flakes. Each denomination has plates A and B. In each denomination the spelling of the colony name "Pennsylvania" is found in a different form. This is 
the continuation of an anti-counterfeiting measure used by Franklin and Hall. Usually numbered in red ink and at least one of the three signatures in red. 
Denominations issued were: 4s, 6s, 14s and 16s. 

Comments: Numbered in black ink. Second signature in reddish-brown ink; others in black ink. The left column on the front reads downward: "Lighthouse" 
followed by a small xvi and the right column reads upward: "Piers & Buoys." followed by 16. The front also contains the Penn family arms with the motto 
"Mercy Justice." The back, which is inverted, displays a cast cut of a lighthouse with the denomination of the bill incised in roman numerals (see lower left 
corner of the picture). Colony name appears as "Pennsylvania ". The paper contains mica flakes. 

http://www.coins.nd.edu/ColCurrency/CurrencyImages/PA/PA-03-25-75-16s.rev.jpg
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Pennsylvania Currency (4 shillings) 
Signers: Ezekiel Edwards, Charles Wharton, Richard Vaux (in red). 
March 25, 1775

An emission of £6,000 in bills of credit for the continued construction of the Cape Henlopen Lighthouse and buoys and piers. Similar to the first lighthouse
issue of March 20, 1773. The back displays a cast cut of a lighthouse with the denomination of the bill incised in the plate in roman numerals, found in the 
lower left corner of the picture. Four border cuts and the Penn shield on the front. Printed by Hall and Sellers in Philadelphia on paper containing mica 
flakes. Each denomination has plates A and B. In each denomination the spelling of the colony name "Pennsylvania" is found in a different form. This is 
the continuation of an anti-counterfeiting measure used by Franklin and Hall. Usually numbered in red ink and at least one of the three signatures in red. 
Denominations issued were: 4s, 6s, 14s and 16s. 

Comments: Numbering and first two signatures in black ink, third signature in red ink. The top (or left) column on the front reads: "Light House" followed by 
"iv Shill." and the bottom (or right) column reads: "Piers and Buoys" followed by "iv Sh." The front also contains the Penn family arms with the motto 
"Mercy Justice." Colony name appears as "Pensilvania ". No image of the back is available. The back of this denomination, which is inverted, displays a 
cast cut of a lighthouse with the denomination of the bill incised in roman numerals. The paper contains mica flakes. 

http://www.coins.nd.edu/ColCurrency/CurrencyImages/PA/PA-03-25-75-4s.obv.jpg
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President’s House in Philadelphia.
http://williamdbailey.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/clip_image00154.jpg

The President’s House, at 524-30 Market Street in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was the third Presidential Mansion. It housed George Washington from 
November 27, 1790 to March 10, 1797, and John Adams from March 21, 1797 to May 30, 1800. The three-and-a-half-story brick mansion on the south 
side of Market Street was built in 1767 by widow Mary Lawrence Masters In 1772, she gave it as a wedding gift to her elder daughter, who married 
Richard Penn, the lieutenant-governor of the Colony and a grandson of William Penn. The Penns and the Masterses moved to England during the early 
days of the Revolutionary War.  During the September 1777 – June 1778 British occupation of Philadelphia, the house was headquarters for General Sir 
William Howe. Following the British evacuation, it housed the American military governor, Benedict Arnold, and it was here that he began his treason.  
Following the war, it was purchased and expanded by Robert Morris, who lived here while Superintendent of Finance. Washington lodged here with Morris 
during the 1787 Constitutional Convention. In 1790, Morris gave up the house for his friend to use as the Executive Mansion, moving to the house next 
door. President Washington occupied it from November 1790 to March 1797, and President Adams, from March 1797 to May 1800. Adams oversaw the 
transfer of the federal government to the District of Columbia, and first occupied The White House on November 1, 1800.  The main house was 
demolished in 1832, although the 4-story east and west walls survived as party walls shared with the adjoining buildings. These, along with surviving 
sections of the back buildings, were demolished in the 1950s during the creation of Independence Mall. A public toilet was built on the site.  A memorial 
opened in 2010 at the site of the President’s House, designed to acknowledge the slaves and their place in history.   

(continued on next slide)
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President George Washington's House in Philadelphia (1790s).
http://publicpleasuregarden.blogspot.com/2013/05/american-public-grounds-walkways-in.html

(continued from previous slide)
Washington had a household staff of about 24, plus an office staff of 4 or 5, all of whom lived and worked in the house. His wife Martha and two of her 
grandchildren, “Wash” Custis and Nelly Custis, were part of the First Family. The house was too small for the 30-plus occupants, so the President made 
additions:  Although Pennsylvania had begun an abolition of slavery in 1780, it permitted slaveholders from other states to hold slaves in the state for up to 
six months. Members of Congress were exempt from Pennsylvania’s Gradual Abolition Act, but not officers of the executive and judicial branches. 
Washington and other slaveholders rotated their slaves out of the state to prevent the slaves from establishing the 6-month residency needed to qualify for 
manumission. The President gradually replaced most of his slaves in Philadelphia with indentured servants who were German immigrants. In 2002, it was 
learned that Washington had kept nine slaves at the house, and that the LBC’s entrance was to be five feet from the former slave quarters.  As news 
spread of the discovery, scholars such as the historian Gary Nash, members of the African-American community, and activists and interest groups in 
Philadelphia began to push for recognition of Washington’s slaves and slavery in US history in exhibits at the new center.

References
1.Edward Lawler, Jr., “A Brief History of the President’s House in Philadelphia”, US History, updated May 2010
2.Rebecca Yamin, Digging in the City of Brotherly Love: Stories from Philadelphia Archeology, Yale University Press, 2008, pp. 46-53
3.Philadelphia Inquirer, March 24, 2002
4.Yamin (2008), Digging, p. 52
5.Yamin (2008), Digging, p. 50
6.Yamin (2008), Digging, p. 50
7.Yamin (2008), Digging, pp. 53-54
8.“President’s House Opens on Independence Mall in Philadelphia”, Press Release, City of Philadelphia and Independence National Historical Park
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Okie, R. Brognard (artist).  Sketch of the President's House Replica for the Sesquicentennial Exposition, 1925.

Figure 14.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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Neff, Harry W and Murphy, Charles Abell (artists) (1938).  Robert Morris House (known as Washington Mansion) 190 High Street.

Based on the designs of David H. Morgan
Free Library of Philadelphia

Figure 15.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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Mason, William G. (artist) (1832).  Washington's Residence, High Street, Philadelphia.

The architectural features of the President's House's first story were removed as early as 1804 when the building was converted into stores. This view 
shows the building as it looked just prior to demolition. 

Figure 10.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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Market Street between Fifith & Sixth Streets, south side (photographed circa 1903-1908).   in Philadelphia Rapid Transit Photo Albums.  Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania.   Gift of Clarence D. Jones, 1966. 

Figure 12.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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The Present-day Appearance of the Site upon Which the Presidential Mansion Stood, One Block North of Independence Hall (circa 1947).   Page 270 in 
Peterson, Charles E., Final Report to the United States Congress by the Philadelphia National Shrines Park Commission (December 1947), vol. 7

Independence National Historical Park Archives.

Figure 19.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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Demolition of 524-36 Market Street (1951 November 1).  

Evening Bulletin Newspaper Collection, Urban Archives, Temple University.
Figure 18.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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Levin, Jed (photographer) (National Park Service archeologist). Excavation of the icehouse pit from the President's House in Philadelphia (2001 
December).

Figure 21.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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Demolition of the Public Toilet (2003 May 27)

The public toilet was constructed on the President's House site in 1954.

Figure 3.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph1.htm
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Overlay of President's House as it was in 1790 on the site in 2003.

ushistory.org
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Though George Washington was integral to the founding of the country and he made a large impact on the world, our national has done a poor  job of  
preserving the artifacts of his life.

George Washington Parke Custis, Washington’s adopted son, kept many relics of his father’s life in his Arlington, Virginia home as a living museum.

Custis’s daughter, Mary, was Mrs. Robert E. Lee.  The Union Army seized the estate from t he Lees during the Civil War and looted the home.  They 
turned the property into Arlington Cemetery; and the Lees couldn’t return to a working farm after the war.  Mrs. Lee saved what she could, including the 
bed on which George Washington died.  Other relics were taken as trophies of war aFor someone so integral to the founding of the country and his impact 
on the world, our nation has done a pretty poor job preserving artifacts from his life.  
After his death, Washington's adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis, kept many of relics of his father's life at his home in Arlington, Virginia, as 
kind of a living museum.  His daughter Mary was Mrs. Robert E. Lee.  During the Civil War, the Union Army seized the estate from the Lees and looted 
the home (they also turned the property into Arlington Cemetery so the Lees couldn't return to a working farm after the war).  Mrs. Lee saved what she 
could, including the bed on which Washington died.  Remaining relics disappeared or were destroyed, though some were taken as trophies of war and 
displayed in the Patent Office.

http://www.natemaas.com/2012_02_01_archive.html
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Watson, John Fanning (1779-1860) (artist).   The President’s House.   Page 115 in Annals of Philadelphia (1823).

Earliest known drawing of the President’s House in Philadelphia.

Watson was an antiquarian, an amateur historian who began studying colonial records and writing down the anecdotes and early recollections of elderly 
people in the first decade of the 1800s. He collected his information avidly over some fifty years, and published three editions of the Annals, first in 1830, 
then in expanded and corrected editions in 1844, and 1857. The later editions had multiple printings, including many of the 1857 edition made after 
Watson's death.

Figure 9.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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Lawler, Edward Jr. (draftsperson) (2005).  Revised Conjectural Elevation of the President's House in Philadelphia. 

Added: Third floor room atop the President's Office and the change in the icehouse roof.

Figure 20.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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1823

526-530 Market Street.  45-feet front.  Watson

Lawler, Edward Jr. (draftsperson).  Comparison of the Market Street elevations for five conjectural views of the President's House from the nineteenth and 
early-twentieth centuries. 

Figure 17.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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1854

528-530 Market Street.  32-feet front.  Griswold

Lawler, Edward Jr. (draftsperson).  Comparison of the Market Street elevations for five conjectural views of the President's House from the nineteenth and 
early-twentieth centuries. 

Figure 17.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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1850-1865

524-528 Market Street.  56-feet front.  Poulson

Lawler, Edward Jr. (draftsperson).  Comparison of the Market Street elevations for five conjectural views of the President's House from the nineteenth and 
early-twentieth centuries. 

Figure 17.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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1899-1937

518-520 Market Street.  48-feet front.  Murphy from Finn

Lawler, Edward Jr. (draftsperson).  Comparison of the Market Street elevations for five conjectural views of the President's House from the nineteenth and 
early-twentieth centuries. 

Figure 17.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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1939

526-530 Market Street.  45-feet front.  Morgan for WPA

Lawler, Edward Jr. (draftsperson).  Comparison of the Market Street elevations for five conjectural views of the President's House from the nineteenth and 
early-twentieth centuries. 

Figure 17.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph2.htm
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George Washington's House in Philadelphia.  in Hunter, Frances (author), The Citizen Genet Affair, Part II (2009 December 7).

http://franceshunter.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/gw_res_1793.jpg
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Deshler-Morris House, Germantown, Pennsylvania.

President George Washington lived in the Deshler-Morris house to seek refuge from the Yellow Fever Epidemic (1793) and as a summer retreat for the 
First Family (1794).

New exhibits offer a glimpse into the daily life of the President's large household, including the enslaved Africans.

http://www.freedomsbackyard.com/historic-attractions/germantowns-white-house/
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Birch, William Russell and Birch, Thomas (engravers).  The House intended for the President of the United States, in Ninth Street, Philadelphia.  plate 13 
in The City of Philadelphia .. As It Appeared in the Year 1800. Philadelphia (1799).

The president declined to move to the house.

Figure 2.
http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/ph1.htm
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Wharton, Samuel (1732-1800).  Plain facts: being an examination into the rights of the Indian nations of America, to their respective countries; and a
vindication of the grant, from the Six united nations of Indians, to the proprietors of Indiana, against the decision of the legislature of Virginia: together with 
authentic documents, proving that the territory, westward of the Allegany mountain, never belonged to Virginia, &c   Philadelphia (PA): R. Aitken (1781).

This pamphlet, which has been variously attributed to Anthony Benezet, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, was prepared by Samuel Wharton, as is 
attested by P.E. Du Simitière in his note-books preserved in the Library of Congress. It relates to a large tract of land within the limits of the present state 
of West Virginia, granted by the Indians in 1768 to certain traders, including Wharton, and called by them "Indiana." The present pamphlet is an 
enlargement of one published by Wharton in 1776, under title: View of the title to Indiana. cf. Boston athenæum, Catalogue of the Washington collection, 
1897, p. 223-224

Call # 31735061296947
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
http://www.archive.org/details/plainfactsbeinge00whar
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Wharton, Samuel (1732-1800).  Plain facts: being an examination into the rights of the Indian nations of America, to their respective countries; and a
vindication of the grant, from the Six united nations of Indians, to the proprietors of Indiana, against the decision of the legislature of Virginia: together with 
authentic documents, proving that the territory, westward of the Allegany mountain, never belonged to Virginia, &c   Philadelphia (PA): R. Aitken (1781).

This pamphlet, which has been variously attributed to Anthony Benezet, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, was prepared by Samuel Wharton, as is 
attested by P.E. Du Simitière in his note-books preserved in the Library of Congress. It relates to a large tract of land within the limits of the present state 
of West Virginia, granted by the Indians in 1768 to certain traders, including Wharton, and called by them "Indiana." The present pamphlet is an 
enlargement of one published by Wharton in 1776, under title: View of the title to Indiana. cf. Boston athenæum, Catalogue of the Washington collection, 
1897, p. 223-224

Call # 31735061296947
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
http://www.archive.org/details/plainfactsbeinge00whar
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Wharton, Samuel (1732-1800).  Plain facts: being an examination into the rights of the Indian nations of America, to their respective countries; and a
vindication of the grant, from the Six united nations of Indians, to the proprietors of Indiana, against the decision of the legislature of Virginia: together with 
authentic documents, proving that the territory, westward of the Allegany mountain, never belonged to Virginia, &c   Philadelphia (PA): R. Aitken (1781).

This pamphlet, which has been variously attributed to Anthony Benezet, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, was prepared by Samuel Wharton, as is 
attested by P.E. Du Simitière in his note-books preserved in the Library of Congress. It relates to a large tract of land within the limits of the present state 
of West Virginia, granted by the Indians in 1768 to certain traders, including Wharton, and called by them "Indiana." The present pamphlet is an 
enlargement of one published by Wharton in 1776, under title: View of the title to Indiana. cf. Boston athenæum, Catalogue of the Washington collection, 
1897, p. 223-224

Call # 31735061296947
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
http://www.archive.org/details/plainfactsbeinge00whar
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Wharton, Samuel (1732-1800).  Plain facts: being an examination into the rights of the Indian nations of America, to their respective countries; and a
vindication of the grant, from the Six united nations of Indians, to the proprietors of Indiana, against the decision of the legislature of Virginia: together with 
authentic documents, proving that the territory, westward of the Allegany mountain, never belonged to Virginia, &c   Philadelphia (PA): R. Aitken (1781).

This pamphlet, which has been variously attributed to Anthony Benezet, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, was prepared by Samuel Wharton, as is 
attested by P.E. Du Simitière in his note-books preserved in the Library of Congress. It relates to a large tract of land within the limits of the present state 
of West Virginia, granted by the Indians in 1768 to certain traders, including Wharton, and called by them "Indiana." The present pamphlet is an 
enlargement of one published by Wharton in 1776, under title: View of the title to Indiana. cf. Boston athenæum, Catalogue of the Washington collection, 
1897, p. 223-224

Call # 31735061296947
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
http://www.archive.org/details/plainfactsbeinge00whar
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Wharton, Samuel (1732-1800).  Plain facts: being an examination into the rights of the Indian nations of America, to their respective countries; and a
vindication of the grant, from the Six united nations of Indians, to the proprietors of Indiana, against the decision of the legislature of Virginia: together with 
authentic documents, proving that the territory, westward of the Allegany mountain, never belonged to Virginia, &c   Philadelphia (PA): R. Aitken (1781).

This pamphlet, which has been variously attributed to Anthony Benezet, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, was prepared by Samuel Wharton, as is 
attested by P.E. Du Simitière in his note-books preserved in the Library of Congress. It relates to a large tract of land within the limits of the present state 
of West Virginia, granted by the Indians in 1768 to certain traders, including Wharton, and called by them "Indiana." The present pamphlet is an 
enlargement of one published by Wharton in 1776, under title: View of the title to Indiana. cf. Boston athenæum, Catalogue of the Washington collection, 
1897, p. 223-224

Call # 31735061296947
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
http://www.archive.org/details/plainfactsbeinge00whar
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Wharton, Samuel (1732-1800).  Plain facts: being an examination into the rights of the Indian nations of America, to their respective countries; and a
vindication of the grant, from the Six united nations of Indians, to the proprietors of Indiana, against the decision of the legislature of Virginia: together with 
authentic documents, proving that the territory, westward of the Allegany mountain, never belonged to Virginia, &c   Philadelphia (PA): R. Aitken (1781).

This pamphlet, which has been variously attributed to Anthony Benezet, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, was prepared by Samuel Wharton, as is 
attested by P.E. Du Simitière in his note-books preserved in the Library of Congress. It relates to a large tract of land within the limits of the present state 
of West Virginia, granted by the Indians in 1768 to certain traders, including Wharton, and called by them "Indiana." The present pamphlet is an 
enlargement of one published by Wharton in 1776, under title: View of the title to Indiana. cf. Boston athenæum, Catalogue of the Washington collection, 
1897, p. 223-224

Call # 31735061296947
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
http://www.archive.org/details/plainfactsbeinge00whar
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Wharton, Samuel (1732-1800).  Plain facts: being an examination into the rights of the Indian nations of America, to their respective countries; and a
vindication of the grant, from the Six united nations of Indians, to the proprietors of Indiana, against the decision of the legislature of Virginia: together with 
authentic documents, proving that the territory, westward of the Allegany mountain, never belonged to Virginia, &c   Philadelphia (PA): R. Aitken (1781).

This pamphlet, which has been variously attributed to Anthony Benezet, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, was prepared by Samuel Wharton, as is 
attested by P.E. Du Simitière in his note-books preserved in the Library of Congress. It relates to a large tract of land within the limits of the present state 
of West Virginia, granted by the Indians in 1768 to certain traders, including Wharton, and called by them "Indiana." The present pamphlet is an 
enlargement of one published by Wharton in 1776, under title: View of the title to Indiana. cf. Boston athenæum, Catalogue of the Washington collection, 
1897, p. 223-224

Call # 31735061296947
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
http://www.archive.org/details/plainfactsbeinge00whar
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Wharton, Samuel (1732-1800).  Plain facts: being an examination into the rights of the Indian nations of America, to their respective countries; and a
vindication of the grant, from the Six united nations of Indians, to the proprietors of Indiana, against the decision of the legislature of Virginia: together with 
authentic documents, proving that the territory, westward of the Allegany mountain, never belonged to Virginia, &c   Philadelphia (PA): R. Aitken (1781).

This pamphlet, which has been variously attributed to Anthony Benezet, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, was prepared by Samuel Wharton, as is 
attested by P.E. Du Simitière in his note-books preserved in the Library of Congress. It relates to a large tract of land within the limits of the present state 
of West Virginia, granted by the Indians in 1768 to certain traders, including Wharton, and called by them "Indiana." The present pamphlet is an 
enlargement of one published by Wharton in 1776, under title: View of the title to Indiana. cf. Boston athenæum, Catalogue of the Washington collection, 
1897, p. 223-224

Call # 31735061296947
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
http://www.archive.org/details/plainfactsbeinge00whar



473

Wharton, Samuel (1732-1800).  Plain facts: being an examination into the rights of the Indian nations of America, to their respective countries; and a
vindication of the grant, from the Six united nations of Indians, to the proprietors of Indiana, against the decision of the legislature of Virginia: together with 
authentic documents, proving that the territory, westward of the Allegany mountain, never belonged to Virginia, &c   Philadelphia (PA): R. Aitken (1781).

This pamphlet, which has been variously attributed to Anthony Benezet, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, was prepared by Samuel Wharton, as is 
attested by P.E. Du Simitière in his note-books preserved in the Library of Congress. It relates to a large tract of land within the limits of the present state 
of West Virginia, granted by the Indians in 1768 to certain traders, including Wharton, and called by them "Indiana." The present pamphlet is an 
enlargement of one published by Wharton in 1776, under title: View of the title to Indiana. cf. Boston athenæum, Catalogue of the Washington collection, 
1897, p. 223-224

Call # 31735061296947
Digitizing sponsor: Lyrasis Members and Sloan Foundation
Book contributor: University of Pittsburgh Library System
http://www.archive.org/details/plainfactsbeinge00whar
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Wharton, Samuel (1732-1800).  Plain facts: being an examination into the rights of the Indian nations of America, to their respective countries; and a
vindication of the grant, from the Six united nations of Indians, to the proprietors of Indiana, against the decision of the legislature of Virginia: together with 
authentic documents, proving that the territory, westward of the Allegany mountain, never belonged to Virginia, &c   Philadelphia (PA): R. Aitken (1781).

This pamphlet, which has been variously attributed to Anthony Benezet, Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine, was prepared by Samuel Wharton, as is 
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Print of drawing shows men in colonial dress nailing a broadside onto a tree. Other figures, including some which appear to represent historical figures 
such as George Washington and Patrick Henry, and some Indians, watch. The drawing probably refers to the 1787 Northwest Ordinance which created 
the Northwest Territory as a part of the United States.
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Historic American Buildings Survey (creator).  Cahokia Courthouse, Jackson Park, Chicago, Cook County, IL   Survey HABS IL-26-31-A.  (compiled after 
1933).  Unprocessed field note material exists for this structure (FN-36).

1716 initial construction
1905 subsequent work
Part of building/structure is in Cahokia, St. Clair County, IL.
Related names: Saucier, Jean Francois; Plamondon, Charles A.; Tracy, W. W.; Chicago Historical Society; Pirola, Louis, delineator; 
Gross, R. F., delineator; Reed, E. H., delineator; Crane, W. P., delineator; Terp, George W., historian.
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1933).  Unprocessed field note material exists for this structure (FN-36).
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Photograph caption(s): 
1. Historic American Buildings Survey Albert J. DeLong, Photographer, March 10, 1934 SOUTH ELEVATION
2. Historic American Buildings Survey Albert J. DeLong, Photographer, March 10, 1934 WEST ELEVATION
3. Historic American Buildings Survey Albert J. DeLong, Photographer, March 10, 1934 NORTH ELEVATION
4. Historic American Buildings Survey Albert J. DeLong, Photographer, March 10, 1934 VIEW FROM SOUTH EAST
5. Historic American Buildings Survey Albert J. DeLong, Photographer, March 10, 1934 DETAIL OF PORCH
7. Historic American Buildings Survey Albert J. DeLong, Photographer, April 21, 1934 INTERIOR SHOWING OLD OAK ROOF SHAKES
8. Historic American Buildings Survey Lester Jones, Photographer October 1, 1940 VIEW FROM SOUTHWEST
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Peixotto, Ernest C. (1869-1940) (artist). On the Naseby Battlefield, looking toward Mill Hill.  in "Oliver Cromwell" by Theodore Roosevelt, Scribner's 
magazine, 27:153 (1900 February).

2a14064u
Call # CAI - Peixotto, no. 10 (B size) [P&P]
Cabinet of American illustration
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
DLC/PP-1933:0011
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010717329/
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Rogers, William Allen (1854-1931) (artist). The first spadeful.  in World worthwhile. New York : Harper & Bros., 1922, p. 164.

Theodore Roosevelt standing among ships in harbor and digging and throwing dirt in direction of "Bogota," while small man on hill raises flag "new treaty." 
Probably in reference to Hay-Herran canal treaty of 1903.

Exhibit loan 4185-L.
Exhibit loan 4408-L: The World of Teddy Roosevelt, Nassau County Museum of Art, Roslyn Harbor, NY, 2002-2003.

2a14577u
Reproduction # LC-DIG-cai-2a14577 (digital file from original) LC-USZC4-7514 (color film copy transparency) LC-USZ62-123074 (b&w film copy neg.)
Call # CAI - Rogers, no. 262 (B size) [P&P]
Cabinet of American illustration
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
DLC/PP-1932:0042
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010717820/
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Kemble, Edward Windsor (1861-1933) (artist).  Hooking up.  in "Sugar making in Louisiana," Century magazine, 13:110 1887 November).

2a13769u 
Call # CAI - Kemble, no. 33 (B size) [P&P]
Cabinet of American illustration
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
DLC/PP-1933:0126
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010717083/



590

Millie, four years old and Nellie five years old. Cotton pickers on a farm near Houston, Texas, #3598 (1913 October).  No known restrictions on 
publication.

Millie picks eight pounds a day and Nellie thirty pounds. This is nearly every day. Home conditions bare and bad. 

00206v
Reproduction # LC-DIG-nclc-00206 (color digital file from b&w original print) LC-DIG-nclc-05536 (b&w digital file from original glass negative)
Call # LOT 7475, v. 1, no. 3598 [P&P] LC-H5- 3598
National Child Labor Committee Collection 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ncl2004003994/PP/
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Hine, Lewis Wickes (1874-1940) (photographer). Second picking, Gildersleeve, Connecticut, #4881 (1917 August). No known restrictions on publication.

00714v
Reproduction # LC-DIG-nclc-00714 (color digital file from b&w original print) LC-USZ62-55966 (b&w film copy negative)
Call # LOT 7475, v. 3, no. 4885 [P&P]
Photographs from the records of the National Child Labor Committee (U.S.)
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ncl2004005029/PP/
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Hine, Lewis Wickes (1874-1940) (photographer). Three boys, one of 13 yrs., two of 14 yrs., picking shade-grown tobacco on Hackett farm, #4865 (1917 
August 2). No known restrictions on publication.

The "first picking" necessitates a sitting posture.

00694v 
Reproduction # LC-DIG-nclc-00694 (color digital file from b&w original print) LC-USZ62-18109 (b&w film copy negative)
Call # LOT 7475, v. 3, no. 4865 [P&P]
National Child Labor Committee Collection 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ncl2004004885/PP/
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Hine, Lewis Wickes (1874-1940) (photographer). Tobacco pickers on Goodrich Farm, Cromwell, Connecticut, # 4878 (1917 August 6).  No known 
restrictions on publication.

Second picking.  The tobacco plants are often much taller than the children, and the air close and humid, especially when they are working on the ground. 

00707v
Reproduction # LC-DIG-nclc-00707 (color digital file from b&w original print)
Call # LOT 7475, v. 3, no. 4878 [P&P]
National Child Labor Committee Collection 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ncl2004005022/PP/
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Nast, Thomas (1840-1902) (artist). The old "homesteads" lesson to bread winners (1892).

2a13965u 
Reproduction # LC-USZ62-135607 (b&w film copy neg.)
Call # CAI - Nast, no. 19 (D size) [P&P]
Cabinet of American illustration
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 
DLC/PP-1934:0123
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010717241/
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Yohn, Frederick Coffay (1875-1933) (artist).  The church was a hard proposition, and it was some time before we made progress against it.  in "The Fall of
Guaimaro" by Frederick Funston, Scribner's, 48:587 (1910 November).

2a15464u
Call # CAI - Yohn, no. 42 (D size) [P&P]
Cabinet of American illustration
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 
DLC/PP-1935:0006
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010718651/
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Drepperd, C.W. (artist).  Shall we allow this record to fail? Put the gold from your crops in Liberty Bonds.  (1918)

Poster showing a map, "The garden spot, Lancaster County, 100% American," with fall harvests, bags of money, and dates 1729 and 1918.

3g08054v
Reproduction # LC-USZC4-8054 (color film copy transparency)
Call # POS - WWI - US, no. 248 (C size) [P&P]
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00652901/
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Chicago Board of Trade.
http://www.traderpedia.it/wiki/images/6/6d/Cbt_918.jpg
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Meyer, Alvin (sculptor).  Chicago Board of Trade, Chicago, Illinois. 

Sculptural work by Alvin Meyer rises above the central clock of the nine-story base in the center of LaSalle street. Allegorical figures of: a hooded figure 
for wheat and a Indian with corn, representing the grains of the Old and the New.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/metropol2/2662342797/
image CHI_DSCN8224 (copyrighted)
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Japan menaces world trade.   A British World War II pamphlet warns that Japan threatens the world.

Brown, Roland Elliott.  Propaganda: artifice by design. Special To The Japan Times (2013 July 8)
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/culture/2013/07/08/arts/propaganda-artifice-by-design/

LONDON – The word “propaganda” derives its modern use from the name of a 17th-century Roman Catholic institution, the Sacra Congregatio de 
Propaganda Fide, or Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith. Established during the Thirty Years War (1618-1648), a sectarian conflict that 
devastated Europe following the Protestant Reformation), it housed a college that trained priests to advance Church dogma on a divided continent.

The role in contemporary quarrels of a term linked to early modern religious strife is disconcerting because it suggests that even secular politics are, in 
alarming measure, faith-based. Two exhibitions in London, “Propaganda: Power and Persuasion” (at the British Library from May 17 to Sept. 17) and “The 
Art of Influence: Asian Propaganda” (at the British Museum from May 30 to Sept. 1) probe this anxiety and, by presenting national styles of persuasion in 
juxtaposition, reduce antique arguments to examples in the study of a phenomenon.

The British Library exhibition cultivates a slightly paranoid atmosphere that is at odds with the cool-headed understanding of propaganda advanced by the 
show’s consultant David Welch, who directs the Centre for the Study of Propaganda at the University of Kent, and whose illustrated book, “Propaganda: 
Power and Persuasion,” accompanies the exhibition.  Welch writes that “the word continues to imply something sinister,” but concludes that propaganda is 
“ethically neutral — it can be good or bad.” Arresting images from revolutionary Russia and China, which were aimed at politicizing illiterate masses, 
remind viewers that there were times and places in which leaders must have felt like prophets. The innocence of times past is, in any case, relative: Allied 
propaganda from the two world wars was remarkably crude and married to censorship, and it is to the faith-based deceptions of World War I that Welch 
attributes propaganda’s bad reputation.  Much of the exhibition’s framing is American, with Uncle Sam appearing on the promotional material, and a 1949 
U.S. instructional film, “propaganda techniques” screening at the entrance. Disappointingly, the Middle East — ground zero for so many incompatible 
narratives — gets light treatment. By contrast, Asia is well covered.


