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_ .;. ) et &£, Thofc that go into a Forcign Plintation,
£ & ' ikt : +~  thelrInduftry there is woith morcthan if they ftay’d
[ - i g Hog-:;, the rPr?dua of l?\cif Labour being in
lﬁw M‘W : 'ammoditics of a fupcriour Nature wo thofe of this
e m ' Countrey. For Inftance, what is zn improv'd Acre
' in Femaica or Barbeders worth to an improv'd Acre
: J ] . ludt.'?lag!? We Rnow ‘tis rlhrclce tim the Value,
| 2 and the Produét of it comes for England, and isu-
| The Benefis of P f””’_"{“’”‘, or- Co= Gty paid for in Eeglifs Growth and Manufactare,
| y LONI1ES, By \Vl"laln Penn. | Nay, VFirginia fhews, that an ordinary Induftry in
i :om_.-.r Man produces three Thoufand Pound Weight
" of 'Tobacco, and twenty Barrels of Corn ycarly: He
?;:uc:*:l:’:’b}r‘t;:::cécaig‘;rﬁi';lzlzé bcguzm feeds himfelf, and brings_al much of_ Comn{odi:y
| Countries; as conceir ing themn beft for lhcplorfci'rafn g Eﬂhdbﬁﬁ‘?ﬁ’ a3 Meing xeriond e thesrawih
Of Bl Sk med Leaeietal t et and Workmanfhip of this Countrey, is much more
Somc of the wifelt Mcn in Hiftory, have juftl than he could have fpent here: Lit alfo be re-
| 1aken their Fame from this Defign and Scrvice s Wa L';:‘:::’g‘.’;g;’!:‘ e $L‘:“g::“.r'::‘ig:‘:§";;“'g°‘
- - [} | 3 3 3)"
o e s ol i Serrare Foidiy & Coflom to the King, which makes twerky-fvs
and whit Renown the Gresk Story yields to Lycure T o;nds;’ nn,&xlrmn_hmrr ];"’ S -
gus, Thefens, and thofe Greeks that planted many EPRBECY ol LOLE I g, JMOCERE 2 SH SHAgOr e (han
Parts of Afia. Nor is the Reman Account wanting eyt fpend here, we export it to other Countrics
iin Eurspr, whichbrings in Moncey, or the Growih

» 1 b 3 "
:fkl:lg:;::::; 'K;:; %::rd;ﬁg:;h:l:dl:&p':ﬂ'l ‘:f ml:‘:.d ' of thofe Countrics, which is the fame Thing; and
but moraliz’d the Manners of the Nations they fub- Uhis 38 the Advantage of the £xglis Merchants and

iedted 1 fo t . . Scamen. '
'Lﬂ u:‘; ::ei:uj;.a:-t:{n;m ?:h'i“b:c“ fattex (i 10, Thirdly, Such as could not only not marry here,
or did any of thefe cver dream it wasthe Way PVt hardly }ive and allow themfelves Cloaths, do

- ir Peopl F marry there and beftow thricc more in all Necefla-
| :: f]f: 'S{L’;ﬁ,i’f‘:ﬂ’; of :;g}gf::g of%;:::ﬁ:? :,; rics :m! Conrvenicncics (and not a Iitl!c in omamen-
not their Plantations, but their Luxury and Corrup- tal Things too) for themfelves, their Wives and
' tion of Manners: For when they grew to negledt ~Children, both 23 to apparcl and h":".‘“’.;’d Sruff;
their ancient Difcipline that smaintain'd and rewar- wh:ch. commﬁ‘omt of Exgland, 1 fay *tis ms-poﬂ'ib!c
ded Virtue and Induftry, and addicted themfelves to that Eagland uld not be a confiderable Gainer.,
Plcafure and Effcminacy, they debafed their Spirits Fourshly, But let it be confider’d, that the Plan-
| and debauch’d their Monls, from whence Ruin did tations imploy many Hundreds of Shipping, and
' nover fil to follow to any People. With Juftice Many Thoufands of Scamen ; which muft be in di-
thercfore 1 deny the vulgar Opinion againt Planea- Y3 Refpeéls an Advantage to E?:!fxd,d beinz an
tiong, that ¢they weaken Ewglond; they have maniz 11and, and by Nature fitted for Navigation above
feftly inrich’d, and fo Arengthen’d her, which I (any Countrey in Ewropr. This is follow'd by other
bripﬂ)’ evidence thus, | ‘depending Trades, as Shipévﬂghu, Carpenters, Saw-
Figst.. a

yers,

Penn, William. The Benefit of Plantations or Colonies.

slide 2



28 WirLrianm PenNnw

yers, Hewers, Trunnel-makers, Joyners, Slop-fellgrs,
Dry-falters, Iron-workers, the Eaft-land Merchants, |
Timber-fclicrs, and Vidtuallers, with many more
‘Trades which hang upon Navigation: So that we |
may eafily fee the Objedtion (that the Colimies or |
Plantations hurt Englend ) is 2t leaft of no Strength,
cipecially if we confider how many Thoufand Bile:2s
and frudicns arc alfo accommce-iated with Cloaths and
many Sorts of Tools and Uteniils from Exgliad, and
that their Labour is moflly brought hither, which

' adds Wealth and Pcople to the £r5/ié Deminions.

B3ul "tis furihier faid, they injuic £wglend, in thae

they draw away tco many of 1he People; for we |
arc not fo populous in the Countrics as formerly.,
I fay theic arc other Rcafons for thar.

Firff, Counitrey People arc fo extremely addifled
to put their Children into Gentlemens Service, or
fend them 10 Towns to learn Trades, that Hutban-
dry is negledted; and aficr a foft and delicate Ufage
there, they are for ever unfitted for the Labour of a
farming Life.

Secendlyy, “The Pride of the Age in its Attendance -
and Retinuc is (0 grofs and univerfal, that where a
Man of a Thoufand Pounds a Year formerly kepe
but four or five Servants, he now keeps more than
twice the Number; he muft have a2 Gentleman to |
wait upon him in- his Chambers, a Coachman, a
‘Groom or.1wo, a Builler, a Man Cook, a Gardncr,
twoor three Jacques, it may be an Huntfman, and
a Faulkner ; the Wile a Gentlewoman and Maids
accordingly : “Ihis was not krown by our Ancefl-
tors of liké Quality. ‘This hinders the Plough aod |
the Daity from whence they arc 1aken, and inflead
of xecping People to manly Labour, they are effe-
suinated by a lazy and luxurious Living; but which |
is worfe, thefe People rarcly marry, tho’ m:ny of ;.
them do woife; but if they do, it is wken they are
in Ages and the Reafon is clear, becaufle 1heir ufual
keeping al their Malers is too great and cofily for
them with a Family at their own Charge, and they |

| frarcely kinow how tolive lower; (o that too many

M [ of

S Qirdinary than boneitl
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Jofthem chufe rather to vend their Lufls ac an evil
D ho marry and work. The Ex-
cefs and Slaoth of the Age not allowing of Marriage,
and the Charge that follows; all which hinders the
Incteafc of cur Peoplc. If Mcen, they often tumn
Soldiers, or Gamefters, or Highwaynmen ; if \Wo-
men, they too frequently drefs themfclves fora bad
Mharket, rather than know the 12ai again, or ho-
neftly seturn to Labour ; whereby 1t happens that
both the Stock of the Nation decays, and thg Iflue
is corrupted. i o
Zbirdly, Of old Time the Nobdility and Gentry
fpent their Eftates in the Countrey, and that kept
the People in it: And their Servants married and
it at cafy Rents under their Martess Favour, which
reoplcd the Placc : Now.the great Mcen (too much
oving the Town and reforting to Lemtlon) draw ma-
ny Pcople thither to attend them, who cither don't
marry, or if they do, they pinc away their fruzil,
Gains in fome petty Shop; for there arc fo many,
prcy upon one another. .
curibly, The Countrey thus neglefled, and no
duc DBallance kept between Trade and Hufbandry,
City and Countrey, the poor Counticy man fakes
double Toil, and cannot (for Want of Hands) drefs
and manurc his Land ro the Advantage it formerly
yiclded him ; yct muft he pay the old Rents, which
occafions Servants, and fuch Children as go to'l 'radcs,
to continuc fingle, at leaft all their youthful "Time,
which alfo obftruéls the Increcafe of cur People.
Fiftlly, ‘I'be Decay of fame Countrey Manufac-
tures (where no Provificn is made to fupply the
People with a new Whay of Living) caufes the more,
Induftrious to go abroad to feck their Bread in‘other
Countrics, and gives the lazy an Cccaficn to farter
and beg, or do worfe ; by which Neans the Land
fwarnns with Beggars. * Formcery “twas rare to find
any afking Alms but the Maim’d -or Blind, or very
aged; now Thoufinds of both Sexcs run up and
down, both City and Countrey; 1hat are found and
youthful, and able to wotrk, avith falfe Pretenc/s and
: i, Ceriti-
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Certificaics; nor is there any Care taken to e :
or deter fuch Pagranss, which weakens the Countrey
as 1o People and Labour,
“I'o which lct me add, that the great Debauchery
' in this Kingdom has not only rcnder’d many un-
fruitful when married, but they live not out half
their T'ime, through Excefles, which might be pre-
vented by a vigorous Execution of our good Laws (e
againft Corruption of Manners. Thefeand thelike &
| Evils are the true Grounds ofthe Decay of our Pco- || o
ple in the Countrey, to fy nothing of Plaguc and '
Wars. Towns and Citics cannot complain of the
Decay of People, being more replenifh’d than ever,
efpecially Zevdsw, which with Reafon helps the
Countrey-dan to this Obje@tion. And tho’ fome
| do go tothe Plantations, yct numbering the Parifhes
in Exgland, and computing how many live more
than die, and are bom than buried, there gocs not
over to all the Plantations a fourth Part of the year-
Iy Encrcafc of the People; and when they are there,
lﬂq are not (as [ fid before) loft 1o Ewngland, ince
| they fumith them with much Cloaths, Houfehold-=
fufl, Vools, and the like Neccflaries, and that in |
gicater Quantitics than here their Condition could |
have needed, or they could have boughe; being
there well 1o pafs, that were but low here, if not
poor; and now Matters of Familics too, when here |
they had nonc, and could bardly keep themfelves; |
' and very often it happens that fome of them after
their Induftry and Succefs there have made them
- wealthy, they retum and empty their Riches into
Englawd, one in this Capacity being able 1o buy out
twenty of what ke was when hie went over.
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Background: abandoned schoolhouse (2008). On the road to Brownsville, west of Paducah, Kentucky.
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FROM UNFPUBLISHED FAMILY RECORDS

WEe have the following letters and anec-
dotes from a lady of Virginia, a great-niece
of Washington. This lady lived to cele-
brate her golden wedding the same year

that our nation was rejoicing over its centen- |

nial anniversary, and with youthful vigor of
constitution and brightness of intellect 1s still
an omament to society. Her father, Capiain
Robert Lewis, wasthe son of Betty
Washington, the only sister of
General Washington who lived to
womanhood, and it was from his
lips she learned all that we record
here of his personal intercourse
with his uncle,and also the history
of the relics in her possession,

Robert Lewis was one of the
first president's @avorite nephews,
and at the early age of nincteen
was called to the honored post of
private secretary to his uncle, and
appointed escort to Mrs., Wash.
ington, in her long journey by car-
riage from Mount Vernon to New
York to join her husband there,
This journey occupied so much
time that they did not reach New
York until May wgth, and there-
fore were not present at the inau.
guration which took place Apnl
3oth,  The following letter shows
C:I:tnin Lewis’s appreciation of
the favor shown him, and betrays
the fact that Washington derromwed
his mother's carriage to transport
his wife from his home to the seat
of government.

FREDERICKSRURG, March 18, 1789,
Dear UNcLE: We received yours
of the 15th instant, and are happy to

office, Robert determined to keep a record
of the daily events of his life, and his daugh-
ter still treasures the fragment of a diary in
which he began a description of his charming
Journey to New York. From Mount Vernon
| to Baltimore his accounts are given regularly

and in detail ; but once introduced into the

gay society that welcomed and féted Lady

‘Thie Parable of the Tares. .t

of Heaven iv Glened unto ar

&
good feed i filr frald, ¥ 24,

mmmﬁfﬂ feil enemy cdme and

here that all your ﬁm‘u]ﬁ_ are well. [ o taras “"ﬂgiu" *‘g@“l and weat hir wdy.Ein

shall ever consider mysel
sand obligations for the proffered post,

and think thecon finement you speak off rather a pleas.
ure, and hope from my assiducus attention to merit
that station. I wrote my nunt the proposals you
had made, and, at the same time, my readiness to
accompany her at a minute’s notice. My grand.
mother wis very well disposed to lend the carringe,
but on condition that it should be returned when of
no further use to my aunt. Al the family join in
love to you, and believe me in the interim to be
yours Very alTectionately,

Ropert Lewis.

Deeply sensible of the trust committed
to him, and of the responsibilities of his

undera thou. AN ILLOSTRATION FROM THE WASHINGTON FAMILY Bt

Washington on her slow and stately prog-
ress northward, he forgot his good resolu-
tions, and the journal ends abrupily, after
telling of their reception in Baltimore, and
their determination to rest there a few days,

It was possibly during their stay in New
York this year that Washington began to
wear on his coat the conch-shell buttons,

| now in possession of Captain Lewis’s daugh-
| ter. A new fashion in dress, introduced by
| a president, is wm'thy of record, ﬁ]nuinlly

Reminiscences of Washington From Unpublished Family Records. in Holland, J.G. (conductor) (1877 May - October). Scribner’'s Monthly, An lllustrated
Weekly for the People. New York: Scribner & Co.
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when there is an interesting story connected
with it. This story, related by Robert Lewis,
illustrates two strikingly characteristic traits
of Washington—generosity and economy.

A needy sailor with a wheelbarrow of
shells accosted the General on the street,
and, ho]din; up a number of conch-shells,
implored him to buy them. Washington
listened with sympathy to the story of his suf-
ferings and want, amdykindly replied that he
would buy them if he could n any way make
use of them. Necessity perhaps sharpened
the sailor's wits, and he promptly suggested
that they would make lovely buttons for his
velvet coat. The General doubtless smiled
at the ingenious proposal, but agreed to try
them. La.rrii:lg home his ocean treasure of

ink s sent for a button-maker to
ow if he could manufacture a useful article
out of the pretty playthings with which he
found himself encumbered. The workman
replied he could make the buttons if he
could find an instrument sharp enough to
pierce them. Washington would have
nathing useless about him, and so the shells
were delivered to the manufacturer, who in
due time returned them to him in the shape
of concave buttons, a little larger than a
quarter of a dollar, with a silver drop in the
center hiding the spot where the eye is
fastened beneath. The President then aston-
ished the republican court by appearing in
a coat with pink conch-shell buttons spark-
ling on its dark velvet surface. Eighty years
ago, it seems, fashion ruled in the hearts, or
over the costumes, of men and women, just
as it does now—for Captain Lewis
testimony that conch-shell buttons immedi-
ately became the rage. The shell-venders'
and button-makers' fortunes were made by
the Generals passion for utilizing everything
that came into hés ossession.

Lewis enjoyed the position of secretary
to his uncle but a-short time. The
helles of New York and Philadelphia who
adomed the republican court gave him no
mortal heart-wound ; but one of the fairest
of Virginia's daughters, who had laughingly
declared she wo:igd never mamy ‘aconceited
army officer, tricked out in a flashy uniform,”
was destined to pierce him with the fatal
arrow, The following letter tells its own
story :

PHiLADELPHIA, 10th January, 1791.

Hoxoren UscrLE: In request ur attention
to n subject of the greatest IW"EI::E to mysell,

and in your to communicate it
with fi and confidence, T trust 1 ihall not
tres on the respect which your goodness toward

me has deeply impressed on my mind.

My opinions of happiness, and the inclination
of my heart, have determined me to change mz‘ situ-
ation in life. With a view to this t oabject 1
declared my when last in Virginia, to a
young lady whose beauty and merit I::EI e,
my afection and esteem, and whose worth will, 1
fondly hope, entitle her to your bation, which
will insure to me every happiness | desire. It was
impossible for me to take this determination without
thinking of the consequence which might attend my
connexion with you, sir. Under that idea, 1 beg
leave to assure youo that it is my first wish (o remain
‘with you, to profit from a situalion so eligible as the
patronage of an uncle whom 1 love with the purest
affection; and if the change which I mention may
be rnlpuiu::iled 1o that I:Behhl’ lI flillnh e perfectly happy ;
‘but if that is impossible, [ sh to carry with me
into the retirement of a cnuntr)'cl?l‘: the continuance
of your regard which I value far above all rriu:.

o avoid the embarrassmant which appre:
hended to m from a personal communbeation of
this matter in the frst instance, 1 have used the
liberty of addressing by letter.  Should you
desire to learn any particulars, T shall be happy to
explain them in & conversation. [ entreat you lo
believe that 1 shall ever remain your dutiful nephew
and Obliged humble servant,

RoserT LEWIS.

The Fresident of the United States.

Perfect happiness is not allowed even to
the most favored of mortals, and Captain
Lewis's assertion that he should be * perfectly
happy " if he could marry the lady of his
choice and yet retain his position as private
secretary, was not tested. The Generals
love for his ew could not induce him to
change his opinions; his resolution to have
only unmarried men for his private secreta-
ries was well known to Captain Lewis, and,
as his letter shows, there was a struggle
between his affection for his uncle and his
ardent love for the beautiful Miss Brown,
which made him timid in confessing his
engagement. His fears were not without
foundation—he won his bride, but he lost his
post in the President's household.

In the quiet retirement of a Virginia
planter’s life, it was a constant and unfailing
source of pleasure 1o Robert Lewis to recall
each incident of his brief public career, and
his devotion to his uncle grew stronger and
more reverential as years rolled on—and
whenever Washington sought rest and
refreshment in his own beloved coun
home, Captain Lewis and his young
beautiful wife were frequent and welcome
guests at Mount Vernon. ;

In August, 1796, after a few delightful
days spent with their distinguished relatives,
Captain Lewis relates that the fullowing
conversation took place at the breakfast-
table the morning fixed for their departure.

Washington was, as all the world knows,
aman of few words, and while he quietly

REMINISCENCES OF WASHINGTON.

75

partook of his frugal meal the conversation
flowed cheerfully on between the other
members of the family present. Suddenly
his nephew turned laughing to him and said:

% Tncle, what do you think I dreamed last
night?”

The General replied he could not guess,
and asked to be told. Captain Lewis, con-
tinuing to laugh merrily, replied :

“Why, I dreamed you gave me your
farm on Deep Run.”

“ Humph [" ejaculated his uncle. * You
had better have dreamed I gave you Mount
Vernon,”

No more was said on the subject, and
Captain Lewis had quite forgotten his
unmeaning dream as he placed his wife in

osity until he reached home, but his wife
had no such conscientious scruples; she had
not been forbidden to open it, and so she
soon succeeded in gaining possession of the
mysterious paper, and before Mount Vernon
was lost in the distance she discovered the
fact that they had left that modest dwelling
much richer than they were when they
entered it.  Whether Washington had
intended to bestow the Deep Run in his
will upon this nephew, and only hastened
the time of the gift, or whether, with the
quiet humor in which he rarely indulged, he
thus proved the dream of which he had
been told a practical reality, was never
kinown. The ceed is said to be the shortest
on record, and is as follows :

erFr

THE SHOETEST ORED O RECOKD.

the carriage, and bade his uncle and aunt
good-bye. Washington followed him to the
carriage, and handed him a folded paper,
saying as he did so: * You can look at that
when you reach home” Captain Lewis
received the paper in astonishment, but
could make no reply, as the carriage now
rolled swiftly away. /e might have felt
in duty bound to suffer the pangs of curi-

The following letter is a copy of one
from General Washington to his brother-
in-law Colonel Burwell Bassett, of Eltham,
Virginia. Colonel Bassett married Anna
Mana Dandridge, the sister of Martha
Dandridge who was first Mrs., Custis, then
Mrs. Washington. This letter has been
treasured by Colonel Bassett’s grandson,
who, until now, has refused to allow it
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to be published. It is the only letter we
know of in which Washington mdulged in
anything like humor.

MounT VERNON, 28th August, 1762,

Dear Sik:i—I was favoured with your Epistle
wrote on & certain 25th of July, when you ought to
have been at Church, praying as becomes every
Christian Man who has as much 1o answer for as you

e, Mlat.s.

| the days of Noah (how unkind it was of Noah,
now I have mentioned his name, to suffer such a
brood of Vermin to get a birth in the Ark 1) but per-
haps you may be as well of as we are—ithat is, have
no Tobaceo for them to eat, and there | think we
nicked the [ y a6 1 think to do if you expect
! any mrc—h}:f:mt without a full am-nce of being

with a wery sincere regand,
D Sir, ¥r ﬁn Affect. & Obed.;
Go, WASHINGTON,
F. 8 don't forger to make my

compls to Mrs. Bassett, Miss Dudy, and
the little oney, for Miss Dudy cannot
classed with small People without
offering her great Injustice. I shall see
1 expect, about the first of Novem-

T‘a Coln Bassett, at Eltham,

The *“new production,” so
much admired by Colonel Bassett,
to which Washington jestingly

alludes, was a baby son and heir.
Two daughters had preceded this
infant, and as the estate, before
the Revolution, was entailed, a
son had been ardently desired by
Colonel Bassett, who was the sole
representative of his family; his
father, ndfather, and g::.t-
grandfather, having each n,
like himself, an only son. * Miss
Dudy," was Miss Judy Diggs, the
daughter of a neighbonng farmer
and remarkable for her size and
strength. She had, on one occa-
sion, induced to wrestle with
4 young man, a guest at Eltham,
on condition he would treat her
with all due respect. The trial
of strength and skill went on for
awhile in perfect good-nature, but
the young gentleman on finding

AN JLLUETRATION FEOM TWE WABMINGTON FAMILY BIRLE,

havr—slra.nFe it is that you will be so blind to truth
that the enlightning sounds of the Gospel cannot
reach your Esx-r‘ nor no Examples awaken you to a
sense of Goodness—could you but behold with what
religi zeal 1 hye me to Church on every Lord's
day, it would do your heart good, and 1l it, T bope,
with equal ney—bit hark'ee—1 am told you
ve lately introdu into your Family, a ccrtain
production which you are lost in admiration of, and
spend so much time in contemplating the just pro.
portions of its parts, the ease, and conveniences with
which it abounds, that it is thought you will have
little time to animadvert upon the prospect of your
&e., pray how will this be reconciled to “that
anxious care aml vigilance, which is so :mncinl'l_r
necessary at a time when our growing Property—
ing the Tob i led every il
Ininous worm (hat has had an existence since

that “ Miss Dudy " was getting
the better of him, lost his temper,
and roughly handled his amazon-
iam adversary, whereupon her
spirit rose—she tossed him on the
floor, and, in spite of all his efforts, tied him
hand and foot to await sentence from Colonel
Bassett. 3y

Miss Dudy was for a while hnusek?;‘{:er
for Mrs, Bassett, and Washington had often
seen her in his visits to his er-in-law,
her position in the family being that of an
humble friend rather than a paid domestic,
and had laughed heartily at the account
given him of the wrestle.

Eltham is situated at the head of York
River, a quaint old homestead, a hundred
and fifty feet in length, having a center
| building and two wings; it was bu:ltml.ydy
| Governor Bacon of Virginia, for his ward,

REMINISCENCES
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William Bassett, the bricks for the building
being brought from England.  Eltham was
frequently visited Ly General Washington,
and the table at which he dined, and the
bedstead used by him, are still in possession

a3/
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| ter-in-law, and her grandchildren, and stood
with them at the bedside of the dying John
| Parke Custis, comforting his wife’s son in
his last moments by a promise to adopt as
his own the children young Custis was leav-
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of the gentleman whom we have mentioned
as holding the letter.

It was at Eltham, just after the surrender
of the British army at Yorktown, that Gen-
eral Washington joined his wife, her daugh-

FAC-SIMILE OF THE RECORD IN THE FAMILY MELE OF A

AND MARY
ing behind him—a promise faithfully kept
until the end of his own life.

The Eltham Mansion was visited by the
Northern soldiers during the late war, but
was not injured, the Union sentiments of its

slide 8



78

REMINISCENCES OF WASHINGTON.

owner doubtless protecting it. It has re-
cently been destroyed by fire.

The most valuable relic bequeathed by
Captain Lewis to his daughter, and care-
fully treasured by her, is the family Bible,
containing the record of Augustine Wash-
ington's marriage with his second wife, Mary
Ball, and the birth of their children. It
was probably written by the General's
mother, as the one page on which are en-
tered denths as well as births, is headed by
this second marriage. George Washington’s
birth is entered, according to the old style,
as occurring on the “xnxth of Feb. 1731-

2. The backs of the Bible, now loose

om the sacred volume, so0 old and so
much used, are covered with dark leather,
and enveloped in an outer covering of faded
brown and yellow homﬂmn, said to have
been woven by Mary Washington her-
self during the days of the Revolution, when
the most amstocratic lady in the land
thought it ot beneath her dignity to take
her maid’s place at the loom, and manu-
facture her own dress.

It was from this Bible, with its profusely
illustrated pages, that the mother o-r]}\’a;shé
in| taught her grandchildren, as she ha
uqu‘m heF children in earlier years. The
remarkable, and sometimes ludi pict-
ures, impressed the young people so deeply
that the stories connected with them could
not be easily forgotten. Captain Lewis re-
“tained, until his death, a loving recollection
of the Sunday evenings spent at his grand-
mother’s knee, listening to the holy lessons
drawn from scripture narratives, while he
gazed with childish wonder and admiration
at the rude representations of saints and
angels, and the joys of the redeemed, and
shuddered at the sight of the skeleton death
and devils with horns and hoofs, holding in
their claws pitchforks of fire. From this
Bible he taught his own little ones the sacred
truths of religion, and his daughter’s children
have in their turn learned the same lessons
of faith and love from the stained and yellow
pages of the ancient volume.

Several years ago an old Bible was sold
in Philadelphia for the sum of $1,500,

ing to be the genuine Washington

ily Biglt. It was on exhibition there for

a while, and was menti in many of the

papers. It did not claim ever to have held
the family record.

A Philyadelphin gentleman, who had seen
the valuable relic we have deseribed, in the
home of its Virginia owner, i this
volume, and found it to resemble in many

respects the old book with the record, and
from the proofs shown him doubted not
that it was once owned by the Washington
family, It was said that he published his
information on the subject, giving the names
of the teal owners of the family Bible, but
his article did not seem to find a place in
papers outside of Philadelphia. ;

Another most interesting souvenir of
Washington, left by Captain Lewis to his
daughters, was a full suit of the General's
cothing, worn by him in mouming for his
mother. The coat, knee-brecches, and
waistcoat are of black, uncut velvet; the
lining of the waistcoat showing it had been
a good deal wom. This sut was given
Captain Lewis by his aunt, Mrs. Washing-
ton, after her husband's death,—a proof of
her own recognition of his fondpess for this
nephew.

This plain, unpretending costume, worn
by the frst President, was examined with

t interest and curiosity by numberless
riends of the Lewis family. These friends
then brought their visitors, among them
occasionally a foreigner, who viewed these
relics of departed greatness with even maore
reverence than Americans.

Among the many sight-seers, there came
one day a party of Frenchmen, who, with
the enthusiasm characteristic of their nation,
were deeply interested in one who had
earned a world-wide fame, and who was, in
addition to this, the personal friend of their
own hero, the chivalrous Lafayette. They
handled the coat with the utmost reverence,
and were profuse in their thanks for the
honor shown them. .

Some years after this, a Virginian travel-
ing in France was surprised to find among
some relics displayed to view in one of the
palaces, a piece of black velvet hand-
somely set in a massive gilt frame, and
labeled, * A fragment of General Washing-
ton's coat.” This fact was reported to the
owner, who, all unconscious of the theft,
and with some incredulity and curiosity,
examined her valued relic—when, lo!| the
genuineness of the fragment and the perfid
of the French visitors were at once confirmed.
From the lower comer of one of the skirts
of the coat, a small piece had been neatly
cut with a sharp instrument.

A still worse fate befell tZ;Ehm gold shoe-
buckles worn by the Gen and afterward
owned by his great-nieces. These were con-
stantly displayed to admiring spectators with
the other relics, until at last they both were
missed ;—the admiration of one of the sight-
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seers had been beyond his or her control ; the
buckles had been pocketed and the paper
in which they had been wrapped carefull
folded and replaced in the box from I‘Il'il:ﬂ
it had been taken.

Washington's sun-glass, in a massive silver
rim, with solid silver handle of quaint device,
his sword-belt worn through the Revolu-
tionmy war, and a number of letters never
iﬂ given to the public (one of which we

ave copied here), are all in possession of
one lady; also a small steel key-ring, given
to Robert Lewis by his uncle under the
following circumstances: Lewis was on a
visit to Mount Vernon at the time, and had
occasion to take a bunch of keys from his
pocket in Washington's presence. The par-
ticular and methodical General surveyed
with ise and displeasure the string with
which they were fastened together, and
exclaimed sternly :

“ Robert, is it possible you have no ring

for r keys dad
B{xﬂ meekly owned he had not. His
uncle at once took his own keys from his
pocl:el, removed them from the ring on
which they hung, and, giving it to his
nephew, said:
“ Here, take mine—I've another—and
never let me see you without one again."
with these souvenirs of Wash-
ington is a pincushion made of a piece of
lag:'i‘; Wnsl'lli]ngton‘s wedding dress,—cloth
of silver, with the old glitter of the silver
threads still shining dimly through the time-
womn fabric—~and a needle-book covered
with a fragment of the dark maroon-colored
brocade she wore at her last levee. Her
loving relatives thus preserved specimens
of the costumes of her whose grace, dignity
and el ce made her the ornament of
the ican court. Beautiful and courtly
women have reigned in the White House,
and won high praise from the representatives
of kings and emperors, but upon the wife
of Washington alone was conferred the title

of Lady.

The story told of one of the pictures
at Mount Vernon I have seen in print,
but the treasure of words on its back [
have mever found recorded in connection
with it.

A gentleman passing a china shop one
day, saw in the window a pitcher, on the
side of which an excellent picture of Wash-
ington had been burnt into the fine porce:
lain. He at once entered the shop and
E;J;:hamd the valuable pitcher, but only to
k it with care in order to obtain the

coveted picture. Having placed it in a
frame he then sent it as a gift to the Gen-
eral, who hung it upon the walls of his
homestead. This picture was long con-
sidered the best oFlall likenesses of the
President,

After Washington's death, some unknown
visitor to Mount Vemon (the date of
whose visit, even, is a mystery), who proba-
bly knew the history of the pitcher portrait,
took it down from the wall and wrote on
its back the eloquent eulogy given below.

Visiting Mount Vernon in 1857, the writer
sought the famous porcelain miniature, and
found it in what was once the General's
dining-room, hanging on a nail within reach
from the floor. We took it down and with
difficulty deciphered the faded characters,
for the ‘&aper was stained and yellow with
age. e eulogy is written in a neat, small,
but distinct hand.

EULCDGY ON WASHINGTON.

Washingion, -
The Defender of his Country=—The Founder of

Ly
Tge Friend of Man.
Hiﬂ_n;;\ and Tradition are lored in wain
or o Parallel to his Character,
In the annals of modern greatness
o s Alone;
And the noblest names of Antiquity
Lose their Lustre in his
Barn the Benefactor of Mankind,
He united all the qualities necessary
To an Hllustrions Career.
Nature made him Great,
He made himsell Virtuous.
Cnl!od* by his Country to the Defence of her Lib-
erties,
He triumphantly vindicated the
Rights of Humanit

And 'on the Pillars of National In i
Laid the Foundations of a Great Republic,

Twice invested with supreme Magistracy,
?th:nmnimuusmd:l’mpu:pl:,

e yurpassed in the Cabinet
The glories of the Field,

.ﬁ.l"l;ﬂ W‘Ilunu:rﬂy' resigning the Sceptre and the
Sword,

Retired to the shades of private life.

A spectacle so new and so sublime,

Was contemplated with the profoundest admiration.
And the name of Washi y
.\ddin}: new lustre to humanity,

R d to the i of the earth.

in youth,

His highest ambition the happiness of mankind,
His mﬁﬂ.{ll victory the conquest of himsell,
aeathing to posterity the inheritance of his

el
And building his_monument in the
Hearts of his Countrymen.
He lived—The Ornament of the 18th Century.
He died:

—Regretted by a Mourning World,
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Lincoln Memorial Bridge (at George Rogers Clark Memorial), Vincennes, Indiana.
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AN ACCOUNT OF PASSAGES BETWIXT AMERICA AND BRITAILN,

" And such an orchard I never saw before ; the trees were

‘tain his family as well on the labour of one day in the

Long Rcach is 16} miles in length. "The river is nearly
straight the whole of the distance, and it embodics some
fine islands.  Nothing can' exceed the variety and beauty
of the views on the river here.  The water is as clear and
smooth as glass, and the fields, on each side, are richly
clad with fine timber, which, at a distance, appears to
overshadow the river, and produces a fine cffect. On
looking up or down the stream, the eye roams along the
pure cxpanse of water, which appears gradually to contract
i breadth, and finally to be lost in a point in the woods.

‘wAs we proceeded along this ddrghtful veack, the after.
Muarwsuhy and, sceing a fine peach-orchard
on the Ohio side, ‘we pulled towards it, to ‘get mto the.
shade of the trecs.  The people weré mashing pe
preparing to make peach-brandy, and one nl""l!im;-'"lt!am-
ing that @ New England man was in company, saluted us
with great cordiality, and led us through the peach-orchard.

figuratively groaning under their burden, and hundreds of
bushels were. lying on the ground. lt“mnosmtbﬂt
peaches here; and they were really delicious.

- The proprictor told us he was ﬁom%mmut that
had been a considerable time settled here, and could main-
week, s he could in Connecticut in all the six:  Those

VOL. [IT. N

Melish, John (1812). Travels in the United States of America 1806, 1807, 1809, 1810, 1811, Volume 2. Philadelphia: Thomas & George Palmer.
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who were industrious, he said, could not filito lay up &
comfortable stock for old age, and for posterity.  He in<
formed ws, that, for the few first years, the labour was
pretty rugged and severe, as they had to cut down the
woods, and prepare the lands, during which time they
were contented with very indifferent lodgings; but food
being very casily procured, they always lived well. He
said, when he came here first, the country was literally a
wilderness, and we now saw the progress it had made in
10 years. The first settlers were sclling their improve-
ments, and moving off; while men of eapital were coming
in, and making elegant hnprovements, and, in 10 years
‘Fhe Ohio side, he suid, was thriving remarkably; the
Virginia side not near so well; and he assigned the ope-
ration of slavery as the principal reason, which 1 believe
to be correct.  He mentioned that the crop of peaches
never failed on the Ohio, and the trees came to maturity
. 3 years.  Fifteen bushels make 6 gallons of brandy,

110 TRAVELS ON

tance now to inquire into their authenticity, but we may
draw some important lessons from ‘the melancholy re-
sult to the partics. Blannerhasset is said to ‘have been
most comfortably situated at this handsome place, and his
wife is described as beautiful.  In an evil hour he seems
w have admitted Mr. Burr to his councils, who had suffi-
cient art to entrap him to co-operate with him in his am-
bitious pursuits.  He endorsed bills for him to a greater
extent than he was able to pay ; and the consequence was
an alicnation of his beautiful place to strangers—he being
obliged to seek a support to his family in a far distant,
and probably ungenial country ; and his peace of mind
destroyed, perhaps for cver! e D a0
+ ¥rom a review of the whole of Mr. Burt’s transactions,
we may draw a most important inference, as to the stubility
of the government in this country.  Jtis a government by
the people, in which e/l have an equal interest, and the
great mass of virtuous citizens must necessarily ‘give it

and they sell it at from 57§ to 50 cents per gallon. When their support, because: no‘ichange: can: take place, S
lhl!j’ kcep it till Old, they gﬂt a little more. - ~w for the worse to them. A few dmppo.mted, mblﬂ@m
is all healthy here,. and- this man’s family. looked fully as M4y create a tmporary and local disturbance ; “but they
rosy as the young folks in Connectieut; and much more Ginnot work in sceret; their deeds must come to light ;
plaemp.  'We moved down the river 7 miles, and stopped and when they do, tbey will ‘become the scorn of good
all night on the Ohio side, with a new settler from Mary- men, the outcasts of society ; and the government of the

land.  The lodgings were indifferent; but they were cheer-

{fuily given, and the landlord would make no charge.. -

country will only receive strength from the futile attempts
o overturn it. A government by the people, is like a
beautiful pyramid with a substantial basc—it cannot be
overturned. But a despotic government, or a government
by & small portion of the people only, is like a pyramid in-
verted. - Extraordinary vigour may support it for a time,
but when this vigour becomes corrupt, or takes a wrong di- -
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rection, the whole fabric w:llﬁilltotlzgmmd andcrush

its supporters in its roins, -
/There is a beautiful situation nearly opposite to Blmner-

hasset’s Island, called Zellepre, and the scenery continues

very elegant along the river.  The settlements are pretty
thick on the Ohio side, but the Virginia side is mostly un-
settled.. We passed the Little and Big Hockhocking ri-
vers, and several islands in'the Ohio, and at night stopped
atthe house of a Mr. Symes, whcrewclndczoel!mtac-
commodations for a very moderate charge ; and T

a great deal of information regarding that part nr-ﬁ"gmﬂrecmuc.mdﬂlehuildlnggmhdhdwﬂedm

country.

116 TRAVELS ON-

“Gavcrororis is the capital of Gallia county, and is
beautifully situated, on 2 second bank of the Ohio. -~ It is
iaid out on a good ‘plan: there is a square of eight acres

squares of five acres each, by streets of 66 feet wide, cross-
ing cach other at right angles. The building lots are 85
ﬁ&mﬁmﬁyl?@hp}lndm “one third of an
acre. . They sell] at present, for from 25 dollars to 200
dollars each.  The number of houses is about 70, and the
inhabitants 300. The public buildings are o court-house,
and  the academy ; which last is to contain a'room for a
mwmhl‘mmmmﬂmfwmm
ha.ll i 1 L0 Rl v e Rl @
Except dumcz.tic manufactures, there are none in the
town, though there mwmﬂrm%m and some
are projected which: would probably succeed very well.
Thereare no water fills for machinery on the Ohio, but they
hand:tlhubundﬂm,ud#ﬂnmﬂhmhﬁyﬁ:be—
eome vary general.  One is projected here. Thctlilbmm
professions are, onc tavern.keeper, two blacksmiths, two
tanners, three storckeepers, three master masons, and six
or seven carpenters.  Provisions are reasonable: flour two
dollars per cwt. beef three dollars, pork three dollars, com
33 cents per bushel, butm-ﬁimﬂpcrlb.cggld}m
per dozen, fowls 63 cents each. <
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" about 12 years ago, and had not yet made a purchase of
~ his lands, but expected to buy them soon, and would be
willing to give 8 dollars an acre for them. Here we saw
the women busy spinning and weaving cotton ; and were
informed that they raised it on their own plantation, which
is in latitude 38° 40'. They raise also sweet potatoes and
ground-nuts. We were informed that the weather had
ARy been cool and pleasant here all summer, and that they sel-
W : : ~ dom experienced the extremes of heat or cold. Mr.
HILE we were making our inquirics at Galliopolis, Riggs gave us an account of the settlement of that part of
M. Murray and his friend came up with us, but stopping the country. The first clearers, or sguatters, as they are
only a few minutes, they passed on before we were readys called, look out a situation where they can find it, and
[ had a great deal of trouble to keep my fretful Frenchman clear and cultivate a picce of land. A second class come
=, goeod humour. .« What you always inquire, inquire,” after them, who have got a Tittle money, and they buy up
sdys lie, “at every body, and about every thing; dowt the improvements of the first settlers, and add to them,
vou see there’s water, and there’s trees, and there’s houses, but without buying the land. A third and last class ge-
and there’s ficlds? and just say to the people : the western nerally come for permanent settlemicnt, and buy both land
country is the first in the world—the rivers are beautiful, and improvements. When this last class have made a
and the trees are magnificent, and the climate is delightful; settlement, the country rapidly improves, and assumes the
and as to the soil, you can take a handful, and squeeze a appearance of extended cultivation. Tt is presumed the
gill of ol out of it.”” ¢ Be quiet, now,”. says I, *and just wholc banks of the Ohio, as fir as we have travelled, ‘will
take things easy.,  You Frenchmen are always for applying have that appearance within 10 years.

CHAPTER XI1V.

—y g

Leave Galliopolis,— Portsmouth,— Limestone,—Cin-

4 magnifying glass to objeets, but I wish simply to state
lhhlgﬁﬂihﬂy'm" v ey iy

We left Galliopolis at halfipast 11: the day was clear
«nd beautiful ; the thermometer stood at 78°. We were
now favoured with a little breeze which helped us along,
and having made 22 miles, we stoped at the house of a
Mr. Riggs, near the extremity of the Ohio company’s
purchase. We found this a very comfortable settlement,
on a second bank of the Ohio, and Mr. Riggs had a large
gnd industrious family., He told us that he sa¢ down here

‘While we were here, a stranger arrived from Kentueky,
who also got lodgings, and, when Mr. Riggs® family were
all collected, we had, if not a brilliant, at least a very nu-
merous company. There were scven or eight sons, and
three or four daughters: how they were all accommeo-
dated with beds I do not know; but we got a very good
one on the lower floor, the old man and old woman being
upon the one hand, and two or three of the daughters on
the other.  The bed-clothes were made whollv of cotton,
and ‘were very comfortable. - ’
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‘September 6. We started at 6 o’clock ; the morning wis
foggy; the thermometer 53°. Twelve miles from Mr. Riggs’
we stopped at a small tavern, where we found the landlord 2
great politician, and very eommunicative. He said he was a
true demoeratic republican, though he lived within half a
mile of Federal creek. Below this place the country becomes
level, and so continucs to Sandy creck, the boundary of
the state of Kentucky, which we reached in the afternoon,
and, having long desired to sce that celebrated state, Tim-
mediately went on shore to shake hands with the soil. -1
could not, in terms of our Frenchman’s sotion, * squeeze
a gill of oil out of it,” but I found it of an excellent qua-
lity, and supplied with large timber, principally beech and
sugar-maple.  The country beyond this assumes a hilly
aspect, but the banks are remarkably fertile. We made
an attempt to procure lodgings in Kentucky, but, as in
Virginia, without effect.  We found in the house where
we applied nothing but filth and wretchedness, and, pass-

TRAVELS ON

ings ‘with a new-married couple, who had very laudably .

provided a bed for strangers, besides their owii..« They
would take nothing for our accommodation, the second

September 7th. We started at half past 5. "The mom-
ing was foggy; the thermometer 55%  The scencry on
the river was now very fine. At 9 o’clock we were up
with a remarkable rock, called Hanging rock, and we
stopped at a plantation in Kentucky, on a beautiful bend
of the river, where we got some milk and butter from a
Maryland family. They were industrious, and highly
pleased with their new situation. The land, they informed
us, cost 5 dollars 50 cents per acre, and they could dig-
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posc of every article of produce on the river as follows :
corm 25 cents per bushel, wheat 50, potatoes 40, meal 40,
four 2 dollars. One day’s labour in the week was sufh-
cient to support the family, and they did not depend on
negro labour.  The country below this was very various
as we passed, but the soil generally good. The river was
about 700 yards wide, and so transparent, that we could
sec the bottom distinctly at 8 feet deep, and a variety of
fishes playing upon it.

The river keeps gem:u]]y a south-west murse,.-_ul.l it
passes the latitude of 38 30, and at Sandy river makes a
bend to the north-west.  We were now sailing in that
direction, and passed Little Sandy river, and French Grant;
und ar Liwle Scioto, the river bends to the south-west,
where we took a fair wind, which carried us very swiftly
to the Big Scioto, on which is Portsmouth and Alexandria.
As the latter is an old scttlement, we meant to have stopped
ae it all night; but, on making inquiry for a tavern, we
found there was none, and that the town was going to de-
y. It appears, it.is liable to be flooded, although it is
on a bank 60 feet high; but Portsmouth, on the cast
bank of the Scioto, is not subject to that inconvenience,
and is progressing very fast. Being at the outlet of the

- Scioto, one of the finest rivers in the state of Ohio, 1 pre-

sume it will become a place of very considerable imports
ance. . We were told that the banks of the Scioto were
very rich, though a little unhealthy ; but, as the country
was clearing up, the sickness was diminishing every year.

VOL. II.
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126 TRAVELS ON THE OHIO RIVER. 127
e s s s T s o This s, next to Pittsburg, the greatest place: for manu-
L b e e e e oo factures and mechanical operations on the river, and the

- s et b e s professions exercised are nearly as pumerous as at Pitts-

e b sty i e epl ot 4twit . burg.  There are masonsand stone-cutters, brick-makers,
seinbell "‘-’“Uﬂmn XV A o NEDMgus,  CATpenters, cnbmet-makcu, coopers; turners, machine-ma-
«bmrw-- o G0t kers, wheel-wrights, smiths and nailors, coppersmiths, tin-

ottty f;:”"‘“-—mw’&w-f st e
A e Soport. ~ o es-makers, butchers, bakers, brew:m,dutxﬂus.cuttmapm-
CINCINNATI is elegantly situated on a first and se. "CrS, weavers, dyers, taylors, printers, bookbinders, rope-
cond bank on the north side of the Ohio river, along which Wakers, tobacconists, soap-boilers, candle-makers, comb-
it extends nearly half a mile, and as far back in the coun- Makers, painters, pot and pearl ash-makers.

try. ~ The scite of the town is elevated from 70 to 120 ~ Lhese branches are mostly all increasing, and afford
feet above low water mark, and is never overflowed. The £00d wages to the journcymen. Capenters and cabinet-
land and water around it exhibit a very handsome appear- Makers have one dollar per day and their board ; masons
ance.” The Ohio is here three quarters of a mile wide; have two dollars per 1000 for laying bricks and their board ;
and Liking river, a considerable stream in Kentueky, falls When they board themselves, they have about four dollars
into it right opposite. The streets of Cincinnati aré broad, Per 1000, Other classes have from one to one dollar twen.
crossing one arother at right angles, and, the greater part ty-five cents per day, according to the nature of the work.
of the houses being of brick, it has a very handsome ap- ~ Wool and cotton carding and spinning can be increased
pearance.  The streets, however, are not yet pavéd, éxcept to a great extent; and a well _organized manufactory of
the side walks, on which' account they aré unpleasant in glass bottles would succeed. Porter brewing could be
muddy weather, but that is an evil which will soon be re= augmented, but it would first be necessary to have bottles,
medied. Cincinnati was laid out about 21 years ago, sinéé @s the people here prefer malt liquor in the bottled state,
which it has made rapid progress, and now ‘contains about A manufactory of wool-hats would probably succeed, and
200 houses, and 2288 inhabitants. “The public buildings that of stockings would do remarkably well, provided
are, a court-house, jail, bank, three market-houses, and frame smith-work were established along with it——not clse.
some places for public worship, two cotton factories, and As the people are becoming wealthy, and polished in their
some considerable breweries and distillerics.  The'tavérns manncrs, probably a manufactory. of pum&fm would do,
are not numerous, but there are upwards of 307dry-good upon a small scale.

stores;'in which from 200,000 to 250,000 doliars worth of ~ There are ample materials for manu&utmu. Cotton is
imported goods are disposed of annually. - bronghtﬁ'om(:umbu-lan:lmd,fnrﬁwntwo to three cents.
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50 cents per pound; all the materials for glass-making the best bodies of land in the whole state, and is now near-
are abundant; coal has not been found in the immediate ly settled up.  Land is consequently pretty high, and. suay
neighbourhood; but can be laid down here at a pretty rea- be rated at 5 dollars per acre, uncleared. In this pur-
sonable rate; and it is probable the enterprising citizens chasc, like that by the Ohio company, therc is a reserve for
will soon introduce the steam.engine in manufactures. 2 school, and another for a church; but I was informed,
Wood is brought to the town at a very low rate,  There that in consequence of the variety of religious opinions in
isa very considerable trade between New Orleans and this the district, the latter has been produective only of discords
place, and several barges werc in the river when we visited 1'he effect of the school seetion will be noticed hereafter.
it.© One had recently sailed upwards over the falls. Tue CincINNATI DISTRICT is situated to the west-
The expenee of living is lower than at Pittsburg. House. Ward of Symmes’s purchase, and the United States land-
rent for a mechanic is about 60 dollars, but the most of office is in Cincinnati. This district is partly in the Indiana
them soon get houses of their own. Wood is 1 dollar teitory, but mostly in the state of Ohio, and contains a
per cord ; coal 8 to 12 cents per bushel; flour 2 dollars body of most excellent land. It is bounded on the west
per cwt. ; corn.meal 33 cents per bushel ; potatoes 25 ; by a line drawn from opposite the mouth-of ?immcky Ti-
vegetables are very plenty and cheap ; beef, mutton, and Y6 1 Where the Indian north boundary linc intersects the
veal 4 to 5 cents per 1b.; pork 9*; venison 25 cents m':h.nc of the state OthlO, and contains about 5000
per ham; fowls, 1 dollar per dozen; ducks, 25 cents qﬂmm““f“-@ districts constitute what is ealled the-. Mff:n;a
per pair; 574 to:50 ; turkies the same; wild tur- | — o L OGISITICES NNy '
kies 123 'Ingf;.smccma; fish very cheap; cheese 12§ per Ib.; C"m’m’mm‘“d el glhimate,, and natural.ad,
butter, 12 to 20; eggs 6 to 10 per dozen; beer 5 dollars Alingyrey m mbly. N tonanqmthepmqed m
per barrel ; cyder 3 dellars; whisky 37} to 40 cents per el fepiemequalito it. . The m'}orﬂm disgrict “mﬂhm'
gallon §~peach. brandy-50 5. alt 1 dollar per bushel. =/ ed, upon the whole, as lhc hemi in the st-atc of Ohio. It is
o e plaoe,-'iike- i s ey o Newrmd,mﬂfmbwk&mm“:'i in 100 parts, 6 arc
Englanders; and the state of socicty is very excellent. festtiptan 70 mjd-rm .24 third cratc Jandy il
Edeessibisfemnelbiitinded: tor dadalnecpliae wdvesats TSR 000 40l AGA DI MIENIR, bitt. 10k ISy
rect in their morals. There are three newspapers printed mu:fum"sf-md,ﬂ“ SR ,hm? s g ;‘::‘“ s
here, and they get papers from every state in the union. minu-alspringg.' m:ﬂ o Sﬂ
‘SyumMEs’s purcHasE, on which Cincinnati is situated; e 1o ptmmpal rive;'s are the two Mn.mm, but it is
is meo{'th‘c most.judicims that has ¢ver been made in the remarkably well watered with small streams. The large
state of Ohio. Itlies between the two Miami rivers, about Miami. is an clegant river, 200 vards wide at its mouthy
20 miles in breadth; and e¢xtends from the Ohio into the VOL. 1I. .
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But, 75 miles in the interdor of the Country, it contracts
to the bréadth of 30 yards. It is navigable, however, for
canoes, 50 miles above this, in all 125 miles. The whole
length of the river in a straight line is about 130 miles,
but including its turpings it is nearly double that distance.
One of its branches interlocks with the Scioto, and from
another there is a portage, of only nine mﬂes, toa br:mch
afthe Miami of the lakes.

The whole of this country has been settled up in litele
more than 20 years, and it will afford an idea of the value of
the country to state that the inhabitamts, of’ course mostly ol
erigrants, now amount to nearly 40,000. Hamilton coun-
ty, a small district, consisting of little move than 300
sqmmﬂus,mmupwdad‘ 15,000, bt-ﬂig-meﬂm
50 to the square mile.

¥ was introduced to judge Symmes, and the differént
geﬂ]antnmtilelandoﬁioe, to whom, and Mr. Kilgour,
a Scotsman, I was mostly indebted for my informaticn
héve. Having fnished my himjuiries at Cincinnati, T cross:
ed the river to wait upon colonel Taylor, at Newport, to
whom I had a letter of introduction.

142 . THAVELS ON.

Scptember 17. We set out at 5 o’clock : the moring
was foggy; the temperaturc of the air 62° of the water 71%
"Pwelve miles below Kentucky river we came td ar town
cabled Madison, recently laid out in the Indiana territory,
as the capital of Jefferson county. It is situated on a fer-
tile bottom, and. contiins 12 families:. 3 taverns and 2
stores, 2 blacksmiths, 2 hatters, 1 brickmaker, and 1 stone=
mason. The back country is rich, and seuling very fast.
The country here appears rather level, but to the souths
ward it becomes more elevated. A short time after leav-
ing this place, there was a great eclipse of the sun, and the
water and surrounding scenery assumed a very dismal ap-
pearance here while it lasted.  In the evening we reached
another new town in the Indiana territory, called Bcthle-
hem, and here we stopped all night.

"Fhe inhabitants  here were a collection from. xﬂ‘mmt
quarters.  Qur accommodations were very indifferent, but,
to use their own phrase, they were aew setilers, and we
must not expect niceties. The town is laid out on a fine|
rich bottom, three strécts! being parallel to the river, and
three across at right angles. The township extends along
the river five miles, and one and a quarter into the interior
of the country. The lots are half an acre each;, and aellu
present for 60 dollars.

Scptzmbcr 18. We started this moming at 60 clock.
The river is here three quarters of a mile broad, and exhi-
bits a noble appearance.  As we proceeded downward we
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e
ffﬁg;{ . _ : o 5 :
From this view of the subject it will be inferved,: that
the banks are congenidl fo all sorts of vegetation; - and
fruits flourish in an eminent degree.  In these fogs; theres
fore, we sce the bonaty of Providence displaycd inv thie
economy of nature,  Flie Ohio runs in a decp bed, and
forms such al drain as is calculated todeprive the adjoining
banks of their moisture ; but thése fogs lend their kindly
assistance to supply the defect, and: theiv balmy influence
is highly beneficinl tothe animat and vegetable ereations;
both of whichi flourish here in a vory eminent degree.

Thirty years ago, the whole eountry on the banks of
this river was almost an entire wilderncss. Twenty years
ago, a friend of mine descended, and could hardly get
provisions by the way. When I descended, I found its
banks studded with towns and farm-houses, so close, that
I slept on shore every night. I have no doubt but that,
in 20 years more, the change will surpass all calculation;
and, in process of time, the banks of this river will exhi-
bit one continued village, from Pittsburg to the falls; the
settlements being thickest, probably, between Limestone
and Cincinnati, which situation I would at present prefer
to any on the river.

What a fine prospect is held out here to the human
race! and how delightful the contemplation of it to a be-
nevolent mind! The whole of the banks of this beautiful
riyer are fit for cultivation. Allowing it, therefore, to be
divided into farins of 160 acres each, having a quarter of
a mile on the river, and a mile back from it, and each
farm to maintain 10 persons, the district, from Pittsburg
to the falls, would contain upwards of 60,000 souls; and
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their surplus produce would support double that number
of industrious tradesmen and their families, in the various
towns settled upon it.. 'To continue the settlements to
New Orleans, the number would be nearly 300,000, And
yet this is but a small portion of the western country, the
rivers of which, emptying into the Mississippi alone, water
more than a million of square miles of fertile land, capable
of supporting 200 millions of inhabitants. Here, indeed,
is'room enough for mankind to the thousandth and thou-
sandth generation; and blessed are they who, looking up
to Heaven, and to their own soil and industry, act in obe-
dience to the command of God, “ Be fruitful, and multi-
ply, and replenish the earth.” -
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Louisville, being the principal port of the western part

TRAVELS ON

of the state of Kentucky, is a market for the purchase of ="

all kinds of produce, and the quantity that is annually
shipped down the river is immense. A few of the articles,

with the pricés at the time that T was there, may be no-
ticed. Flour and meal have been quoted.  Wheat was 62§

cents per bushel; com 50; rye 42; oats 25§ hemp 4
dollars 50 cents per cwt. ; tobacco 2 dollars.  Horses 25
GHEDO Bollare tooRs 10 to-15 dollis's sheep 1 dollar 25
cents to 5 dollars ; negroes about 400 doifars ; cotion bag-
ging 311 cems per yard.
Asmaemdmmﬂmnym The place
is composed of people from all quarters, who are prineipal-
ly engaged in commerce ; and ¥ gredt number of the traders
onr thie Ohio are constantly at this place, whose example
will be nothing in favour of the young; and slavery is
aguinst socicty every where, There are several schools,
but none of them are under publie patronage ; and educa-
tion scems to be but indifferently attended to.  Upon the
whole, T must say, that the state of public morale admits
of considerable improvement here; but; indeed;, I siw
Louisville at a season, when a namber of the most respeet-
ah!ép@lcwemoﬂtﬂt‘ﬂw place.  Those with whom T
had business were gentleriien, and I hope there are a suffi
cient number of them to check the progress of gaming and
drinking, and to teach the young and the thoughtless, that
mankind, without virtue and industry, cannot be happy.-

INDIANA TERRITORY. 155
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" 'CHAPTER XVIiL S

,Imﬁam Temtorry ——-—Iiﬁnots Ta‘ntmy,—.’\f'mfa W’m
Tm&ta-ry,—Lmum Temtory,—Orlmm Tcrnl'my,

Mississippi. Tm,—ﬂd’:mm_pp: river.

BE*‘N'G now at the me-plus-ultra of my journey ﬁ‘?ﬂe
westward, I shall here take a bricf view of the western
nerriﬁ:ﬂes.

'INDIANA TERRITORY

Is situated between north latitude 37° 47 and 41° 50/;
and west longitude 7° 40" and 10° 45",  Its greatest length
is 284 miles, and its breadth .155. Its area is 59,000
squarc miles; or, 24,960,000 acres.

The face of the country is hilly, not mountainous, and
the scenery is said to be rich and variegated, abounding
with plains and large prairics.

The principal river is the W aBasn, which is said to be
a beautiful stream, 280 yards broad at its outlet, and navi-
gable upwards of 220 miles. It rises near the boundary
line between the state of Ohio and the Indiana Teritory,
about 100 miles from lake Erie, where there is a portage
of only cight miles between it and the Miami of the lakes.
Its course is nearly south-west, and the distance it runs,
including its windings, is not less than 500 miles. A great
many tributary streams flow into it, the chief of which is
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White river, upwards of 200 miles long.  Tippacance river,
near which are the largest settlements of Indians in the ter-
ritory, falls into the Waubash ;
that river where the Pmpﬁet is at prw:nt couccung his
forees. .

The soil is said to begenerally nchandferulc.

The climate is delightful, except in the neighbourhood
of marshes, chicfly confined to the lower parts of the terri-
tmy_ e

INDIANA TERRITORY.

and have made considerable progress, though they have
been retarded by the settlement of the fertile and beautiful
-;tnteoth(b, which IS s:tuahedbettm:nthisandtheold
states, v

" "The greater part of the tcrntm’y is yet subject to Indmn
claims. ‘Wherc they have been extinguished, and the white
settlements have been made, it is divided into four coun-
tics, and 22 townships, the greater part of which are on the
Ohio; and some few on the Wabash and White-water
river. - The inhabitants amounted, by the census of 1800,
to 5641; they now amount to 24,520, hemg an increase of
18,879 in 10 years.

The principal town'is V:wc!unzs, on theWabash. It
is an old settlement, and the inhabitants are mostly of French
extraction ; they amounted, by last census, to 670.  The
greater part of the others have been noticed.

The agriculture of the territory is nearly the same as
that of the state of Ohio. Every kind of grain, grass, and
fruit comes to maturity, and towards the southern part of it
considerable crops of cotton are mised, though enly for
domestic use.

dr 2EW L

The settlements commenced about 12 or 14 years ago, -
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~As the inhabitants make nearly all’ their: elothing, they
have little external trade.  What litde they have is down

and it is near the outlet of the river to New Orleans.

“This, in common with the other territories, is under: the
jmmediate controul of the government of the United States.
It has a certain form of government prescribed by a special
ordinance of congress, by which the religious and political
rights of the members of the community are guaranteed.
In this ordinance it is declared: That no person demean-
ing himself in-a peaceable and orderly manner shall ever
be molested on account of his religion. The inhabitants
shall always be entitled to the benefits of the writ of habeas
corpus, and the trial by jury. All offences shall be baila-
ble, unless they are capital. Fines shall be moderate. Re-
ligion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good
government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the
mesans of edueation shall for ever be encouraged. Good
faith: shall always be observed to the Indians, and their lands
shall.never be taken from them without their consent.  The
navignble waters lending into, the Mississippi and St. Law-
rence, and the camrying places between the same, shall be
common highways, and for ever free, as well to the inha-
bitants of the said territories as to the citizens of the Unit-
ed States, and those of any other states that may be admit-
ted into the confederacy, without any tax, impost, or duty
therefor. Whenever any of the territories shall have 60,000
free inhabitants they shall be erected into a state, to be ad-
mitted, by its delegates, into the congress of the United
States, on an equal footing with the original states.  Sla-
very was originally prohibited, but the law has been relax-
ed in favour of the new-settlers who have slayes, and there

are now 237 slaves in this territory.
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ILLINOIS TERR’I‘I"OR‘Y’ -

ILLINOIS TERRITORY.

g isrnaRn

Is situated between 36° 57" and 41° W!ﬁihhﬁmdc,
and 10° 15" and 14° 5" west longitude. Its greatest length
is 347 ‘miles, and its’ greatest breadth 206. Tts area is
52,000 square miles; being 33,280,000 acres. ;

The face of the country is very much assimilated to that
of the Indiana Territory ; but towards the south the sur-
face becomes very level, and the point of land between
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers is frequently overflowed.

It is washed on the westward by the noble Mmtmppx
river, and on the south by the Ohio. In the interior are
many considerable streams, nearly all’ emptymg- into the
Mississippi.  Beginning at the northern extremity, the first
is Stony river, a large navigable stream upwards of 2920
miles long, and having fertile banks. The Jdinois is a very
large navigable river, rising near the south end of lake
Michigan, and pursuing a cours¢ néarly south-west it falls
into the Mississippi, about 20 miles above its junction
with the Missouri; its whole length being nearly 500
miles.  The lands on the barks of this river are répresent-
ed as being very rich, prc;ducing grnm grass, flax, hemp,
fruits, &c. Kaskaskia is a large river, navigable for boats
150 miles into the interior of the country; its whole length
bemg about 200 miles. The country on its banks lssald
to be healthy.

The soil and climate are the same as in the Indiana Ter-
ﬁio'l}-r except in the low part, which is marshy, and not quite
50 healthy.

Some scttlements were made in this territory by the
French at an early period, but it is only of late that any
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material progress has been made. The parts of it that are set-

 tled have been divided into two counties and 13 townships ;

containing 12,282 inhabitants, of whom 168 are slaves.
 KAsxaskia, which contains 622 inhabitants, is the
The remarks relative to agriculture, produce, govern-

ment, &c. made on the Indiana Territory, apply to this.

I'HE N QRTH-WEST TERRITORY.

&

TppJgrge tract tas: no name on the maps, but, in ouhe-
quence of its posmon, I have given it the above designa.
tion here. It is bounded on the west by the Mississippi
river, on the cast by lake Michigan, and the straits of St.
Mary, on the south by the two territorics just noticed,
and on the north bylal\eSupernrandtheBnushpossu-
sions. The territory is about 486 miles long, by 417
hmpd.; and contains 106,830 square miles, or 68,371,200
acres, -

Tlmi‘ac&ol‘ tlieéeum;rym pretty similar to the territo-
ries last noticed. It is elegantly watered. The Mississippi
washes it upon the west, lake Michigan on the east, lake
Superior upon the north; and it has several fine rivers in
the interior. Towards the north there are a number of
considerable streams which fall into the Mississippi, that
nearly interlock with others that fall into lake Supcrior.
But the largest river in the territory is the Ouisconsin,
which rises within 50 miles of lake Superior, and after a
course of 400 miles falls into the Mississippi, 350 miles
above the Missouri. JFox river rises in the high lands
near the banks of the last mentioned river, and runs ncarly
parallel to it, for 50 miles, at one place approaching within
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3 miles of it.  From thence it pursucs aniorth-cast course,
and passing through Winnebago lake, falls into Greenbay,
abranch of lake Michigan. Both these rivers are naviga.
ble, and in a future auged'pthﬂm they will probably
form an excellent communication between thl: iakm and

the Miﬂuppr-
This territory is aﬂ to contain a g:wt dnl of goad MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY
soil, particularly towards the south, and will, in process of
time, become the seat of very valuable setdements. " Is bounded on the west by the Mississippi, on the cast

“The climate is pleasant towards the south, being assimi- by Georgia, on the north by Tennessce, and on the south
lited to that of the western parts of New York, but to- Ly Orlcans Territory and Florida. It is situated between
wards the north it becomes very cold ; though, being with-  north latitude 31° and 35° and west longitude 8°and 14°
in the influence of the acrial current of the Mississippi, it' 30°; being in length; from east to west, 390 miles, and in
mmwnmmﬂm.»mrmMMW breadth 278, lu arca is Mas,ﬁaﬂqnwe milm, or
R )t o b fid sizadatn Fporapttesd 56,755.500-::&. ’

?cry few smlcmcus of wlm:e pmple have yet beem  The face of the country is somewhat similar to those
nndcmthsstcmtory and the Indian claim to the lands parts of Ordeans Tervitory and Louisiana Territory ‘that
remain, 1 believe, entire; throughout the whole district; so are opposite to it.  Towards the south it is pretty level ;
that it has not yet been formed into a territorial govern- but it becomes more elevated to' the northward ; and ia
ment, and ' the: inhabitants are not included in the census of the north-east thereamsomcspura of the Alk:gmynmun—
the United States. tains. 7 AW

- It is remarkably- wdlwatﬂaﬂ'wih rivers and small
ot he Mistusigrpis el Dfirigrits WS WatEre
it on the west nearly 600 miles, and receives several ri-
vers, particularly the Yazoo and Biack rivers ; the former
of which is rendered remarkuble by the speculation in the
public lands on its banks, known by the name of the ¥Ya-
s00 epecdation. The Tenncssee river mums through the
northern part of this territory by a remarkable bend; and
at the Muscle shoals;, on that river, canals have been pro-
jected to the Tumbekby, a large mavigable strenm that
flows into the Gulph of Mexico, through Mobile bay2
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T'he Alabama, which is composed of several large streams
rising in Georgia, forms a junction with this river, The
other principal streams are Pear! river, Pascagoula; Cone-

cuh, and Chatehouchy, which last is the boundary, for a

considerable way, between this territory and Georgia.
The greater part of these rivers are navigable, and fall into
the Gulph of Mexico, through Florida; which circum-
stance shows of how much importance it is to the safety
and prosperity of this portion of the United States to have
possession of the Floridas. West Florida, as far as Per-
dido river, was ceded to the United States along with
Louisiana, and, judging from recent transactions, we may
conclude that they will soon be in possession of the whole,
which will be preductive of a lasting benefit, both to the
inhabitants of Florida and the United States.

There is in this territory a great diversity of soil ; but
it contains much excellent land in the lower part, princi-
pally on the water courses. In the northern part, it ex-
tends throughout the territory. The principal timber in
the lower parts is pine; in the upper parts, oak, hickory,
walnut, cherry, and poplar.

The climate is represented as highly favourable; the
winters being mild, and the summers not materially hotter
than several degrees farther to the northward. The heat
is seldom oppressive within doors, and the nights are said
to be more comfortable than in Virginia. There is but
little snow or ice; so that the cattle graze in the fields all

man.
near Fort Stoddart.
VOER. YL v
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The following extracts are from a register kefp®

1807. April 2,

June 6,
: 28,
July 10,
29,

- Warmest.

1‘5" L
May a;; =i STk

- 66
20
20
82
94

74

‘MISSISSIPPL TERRITORY.
Coldest.

el

61
80
82
69
78
65

Mean heat in July, 86°
Aug. 2, Ther. 88°

Sept. 5, 95
e % 74
1808. Jan. 8, Ther. 55°
9, 61
21, 60
Feb. 8, 56
grig .m LSRGz
' March 21, 63
28, 86

thhysmwmtham‘aﬂcoldest in the

rupecuvcmﬂu.

April 2, Trees were in leaf.
12, Peas in pod. 1 s
winter, a circumstance highly favourable to the husband- May Q.Gmptmattabh. Stmwberrwsnpe

16, Mulberries ripe. -
June 19, Roasting cars (of corn) at table.

80°

560
43
62

55

Lettuce and cabbage stand well all winter.

Mean heat in September, 84°. -

ety 5
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This extensive territory was originally claimed by the
state of Georgia, and, in 1795, the legislature of that state
sold 22,000,000 of acres of land in it for 500,000 dol-
lars; but the act authorizing the sale was objected to by
a succeeding legislature. The sale was declared null and
void, and the records relative to it were publicly burnt.
It was claimed by the United States, and, in 1800, erected
into a territory.. "The inhabitants have lately petitioned to
be admitted into the union as a state ; but the measure has
not yet been decided on by congress.

The territory is at present divided into 11 coum and
2 towns, and contains 40,352 inhabitants, of whom 17,088
are slaves, and 240 free negroes. The Indian population
is about 40,000 more; and some of the tribes, it is said,
look forward to be admitted into the union as citizens of
the United States.

Thcprincipalleulemmtsint}ﬁs&nitorynmalmg the
Mississippi river. NaTcrEs is the capital, and contains
1511 inhabitants. = Adams ecounty in this district contains
5,030 inhabitants, Wilkinson county 5,068, and Madison
coum.y 4,699; but the greater partafﬁ:c scttlers mm;

tered throughout the land, and it is said that few of the
plantations exhibit any thing like neatness, being cven
without fences to protect the crops.

“The: principal produce is Indian corn and cotton. Sumc
wheat, rye; and oats are raised. . Rice is cultivated in the
river swamps, and indigo and sugar-cane are culnvm:ed to
a considerable extent.

The principal manufactures are houae.lwld stu&, prin-
cipally of cotton. 2

The tmdetothe MWnrd is through the medium of
the Mississippi. To the eastward, the surplus produce,

172 MISSISSIPPT BIVER.

consisting principally of corn, beef, and pork, finds a mar-
ket in Mobile and Pensacola.  Vessels drawing 13 or 14
feet of water can gaen:icr to Fort Stoddart than to New
Orleans ; and it is said there arc no material obstructions
in the Tumbekby river 40 miles above Fort Stoddart.

In the settlements contiguous to the Mississippi, society
has made considerable progress; but, towards the Mobile,
they are so scattered, that they have no fixed character.
There are no colleges, no permanent schools, no regular
places of worship, no literary institutions, no towns, no
good houses, and but few comfortable ones. There are
few mechanics, and scarcely any professional men, exeept
lawyers®.

* Pittsburg Navigatar.
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The principal manufactures of Lexington arejof* hemp,
to which the kbour of the black people is well adapted,
and of which the country yields amazing crops, at the
low price of 4 dollars per cwt.; being at the rate of £18
sterling per ton.  There are 13 extensive rope-walks, five
BagEitE mafadtories, and oné of ‘duek. *The manufae:
tures of hemp zlone are estimated at 500,000 dollars. The
other principal inanufactotics are eight eotton factories, three
woollen manifactories; and an oil-cloth factory. . The other
professions are, masons and stone-cutters, brick-makers,
carpenters, cabinct-makers, coopers, turners, machine-ma«
kers, smiths, nailors.’ capper and tinsmiths, brass-founders,

187 188
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soap-boilers, candle-makers, brush-makers, potters, pain-
ters, confeetioners, glovers and breeches-makers, straw bon-
net-makers, and hatters.  As the place is mapidly increas-
ing, manufactures are so of course; workmen are mostly
always in demand, the more so as industrious Juumeymeu
very soon become masters.

Fhe following branches could be estabhslmd,onm-
ed : frame smith-work, connected with the manufactory of
stockings, upholstery, chaise and chair-making, piano-fortes.
And the following branches are susceptible of augmentation
to a great extent: cotton, woollen, and hemp.  The mate-
rials for these are to be procured on the spot.  Hemp has
been noticed ; sheep, both common and merino, thrive re-
markably well; and cotton of an excellent quality is brought
over land from Tennessee at 2§ to 3 cents per pound.

Journeymen mechanics are scarce ; they can earn from
1 to 1 dollar 50 cents per day, and be boarded for 1 50 to
2 dollars per week.

Lexington is a general market: the pmlexpal arhcten for
export, and the prices when I was there, were as follows :
wheat 50 cents per bushel, rye 40, oats 16, barley 30,
whisky 25 to 33 per gallon, peach-brandy 33 to 40, cyder
4 dollars per barrel, beer 8 dollars, salt 1 dollar 25 cents
per bushel, hemp 3 50 to 5 dollars per cwt., tobacco 1.50
to 2 dollars, good horses 50 to 100 dollars each, cows 12
to 20 dollars, sheep 1 25 to 1 dollar 50 cents, negroes (@
biack trade ), from 14 to 30 years of age, 350 to 400 dol-
lars, cordage 8 to 10 cents per pound, town lots, 66 feet
in_ front, and- 219 decp, from 2000 to 3000 dollars, fire-
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wood 1 dollar per load ; houses (containing four good
rooms) 100 to 200 dollars per annum; houses for mecha-
nics 30 to 50 dollars; but that class have mostly houses

The state of society is much improved in Lexington.
Education is well attended to, and there are pretty good
schools.  Perhaps the church is not on a footing with the
sentiments of the people, which.are very liberal on the
subject of religion. They are polite and affable in their
manners; and are hospitable in a high degree. They arc
high-spirited, independent, and republican in their senti-
ments; and, as might be expected from a people sprung from
Virginia, they are warm admirers of Mr. Jefferson, whose
maugural speech I saw elegantly printed on white silk,
and hung up in the hall of Mr. Posthlewaite’s tavern.

- The police of the town is supported by the rent of the
market and public grounds, and by a property tax, of
from 12 to 20 cents per 100 dollars.. It is under the
management of 13 trustees and a president, whose power
extends one mile round the centre of the town. The
streets are nearly all paved, and this important object for
the comfort of the town will soon be entirely accomplish-
ed, as two-thirds of the inhabitants can compel the re.
maining third to agree to it.

I have already noticed that the country round Lexing-
ton is remarkably fertile and well cultivated. This de-
sirable tract extends nearly 20 miles round the town, and
is capable of maintaining nearly half a million of inhabi-
tants ; so that it will probably become vwery popu-
lous. It is the most beautiful tract of land I ever
'saw. T'he prices may be quoted as follows : land in the
immediate neighbourhood of kexington 200 dollars per

190 TRAVELS IN KENTUCKY.

acre; from thence to the distance of one mile, 280 dollars;
to one mile and a half, 100; to two miles, 50; to two and
a half miles 30 ; to three miles, 25; to four miles, 20; to
cight, from 20 dollars to 12. Very little good land is now to
be had under 12 dollars per acre.

I was introduced to one of the early settlers, who told me
he saw the first tree cut down here, and has noticed the
progress of the place ever since. He observed that the
climate was very different from that beyond the mountsins.
Heat and cold did not go to extremes, the thermometer
mn summer seldom being above 80° or in winter below
25 for six months in the year it ranges about 56=. July
and August are the warmest months. There has been
more sultry days this sammer than he has ever séen. An
English- gentleman, who has been settled here for some
time, told me emphatically, that the western country had
an English climate, but being a few degrees farther to the
south than England, it was upon the whole a few degrees
warmer, which was so much in favour of the country.
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CHAPTER XXif.
KENTUCKY

lﬁaituattd between 36° 30/ and 39° north latitude, and
5° and 12° west longitude. Its greatest length is 328 miles,
and its greatest breadth 183. Its area is 40, lmsqunremlles
or 25,670,400 acres.

The face of the country is gencrally uneven, some of it
rough and hilly ; and towards the east there are consi-
derable spurs of the Allegany Mountains, which divide the
state from Virginia. The Ohio river washes the state to
the north and north-west, 847 miles; and the Mississippi
on the west 57; the Cumberiand and Tennessee rivers
pass partly through it. Big Sandy river forms the boun-
dary line a considerable way on the east; and Licking ri-
ver, Kentucky river, Rolling river, and Green river are all
very considerable streams.  There is a vast variety of
small streams, and the state has the appearance of being
well watered ;3 but in some places it is not. The stratum
under the soil is limestone, throughout the whole state;
it has a great depth, and seems to be checkered with
innumerable fissures, which let the water pass. On this
account, there are some places where water is not to be
found in summer, and the greater pa.rt of the rivers have
worn down their beds from 100 to 300 fect below the sur-
face of the earth. From the circumstance of the rivers
being so confincd between high: banks, they roll down
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their waters to a great depth in freshetss it is no uncom-
mon thing for the Kentucky river to rise from 40 to 50
feet.

The state is said to be rather defective in iron, the
most useful of all the metals ; but there are, notwithstand-
ing, numerous iron forges. Marble is found in the state,
but is not plenty ; coal is found in some places ; and a few
specimens of lead, copperas, and alum have been found ;
limestone is a most plentiful commodity. There are va-
rious mineral springs, but the masr useful arc the salt
springs ; though they are now of less importance, since
the discovery of the valuable salt-springs upon the Kan-
haway.

“The soil in this state has all the gradations from the very
best to the very worst, but there is, upon the whole, a
great body of good soil in the state. That part of it about
Lexington has been already noticed; and the notice of the
climate there will also convey an idea of it for the whaole
central partof the state. ‘Towards the south and west it be-
comes more warm, to the north and east more cold ; the
climate is, upon the whole, very agreeable. -

Virginia once extended to the Ohio and l\{iahaippi
and the territory of Kentucky then formed a part of that
state, It was, however, unknown until 1754, when it was
first explored by James M‘Bride. In 1769, colonel Boone
made further discoveries, and in 1773 the first permanent
settlement was made by him mnd some others. In 1775
the Indian claim was purchased by treaty ; in 1790 Ken-
tucky was, with consent-of Virginia, formed into a sepa-
rate state, andadu;md*lltatmw'i,wﬁchmmh-
ed and amended in 1799, The state was admitted into the
union in 1792, and sends two senators and six representa.
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tives to congress ; the latter will mow be nearly doubled; in years. This is exclusive of the negroes. . Same calcula-
| consequence of the encrease of population.. . tors would value them at 25 millions, but I.do not like
The state is divided into 54 counties, and contains, by to put a value on human flesh; and, indeed, it is my opi-
last census, 406,511 inhabitants, of whom 80,561 are slaves, nion, that society, as Teague says,  gains a loss by them,”
and 1713 are free persons of colour. In 1800, the popu- in which case, they are of no value at all.
lation was 220,955, of whom 40,543 were slaves. The Agriculture has made rapid progressin the state.  The
inhabitants have thus nearly doubled in 10 years, and principal products have been noticed, so also have the
now amount to about 11 per square mile. As the emi- manufactures and commerce ; it now only remains to state
grations arc still going on, and likcly to continue, par- the outlines ﬂfﬂlemuhﬂn,ﬂlﬂlDHYachWﬂdsml
tienlarly from the santhern states, the inhabitants will yer the state of society. =
greatly encrease, though probably not so rapidly as here- T}ngommmtmsmofﬂtw]mﬂ legiahﬁm
tofore. The insecurity of the land-titles, and the slave- ccutive, and judiciary. The legislature consists of a house
trade, are so many barriers in the way with the people from of representatives, the members of which are chosen annu-
the northern states, from whence there is. the greatest de- ally s and a scnate, of which the members arc ckected for
gree of emigration ; and there being so much fine land to four years, onefourth being chosen every year. Every
the westward, a number of the poorer people will go there, free male above 21 years of age has a vote for the repre-
where they can get land cheap.  However, it is to be pre. sentatives, and also for the governor, who is elected for four
sumed that this latter circumstance will have a tendeney to Years, and is incligible to fill that office for seven years there-
improve the morals of the state, as itwill purge it of mmyﬂ* +The judiciary is vested in a supreme court, and such
of the pioneers. inferior courts as may be appointed by law, and the judges
The improvements in this mtebwrhmmnnytoﬂt: in. hold their offices during good behaviour.  The constitution
dustry of the inhabitants, and to the value of the institu- declares, among others, the following fundamental principles:
tions under which they thrive. Besides thosc towns that all power is inherent in the people ; all men have a right to
have been already noticed, there are seven containing 400 worship God according to the dictates of their own con.
inhabitants and upwards; viz. Beardstown, 821; Win. sciences; all clections shall be free and equal; trial by jury
chester, 538 ; Russclville, 552; Georgetown, 529 ; Ver. shall be held sacred; printing presses shall be free.
sailles, 488 ; Danville, 432; Newport, 415 : therc arc 10 Society acting under these principles must improve, but
containing from 200 to 400 ; and 13 containing from’ 100 there has been certain checks upon the civilization of Ken-
to 200. From a slight review of the state, I would be in. tucky, which have no doubt retarded its progress; and a
clined to value the accumulated property at 150 millions number of the blemishes have been lid hold of by pre-
of dollars, and, if that estimate be nearly correct, it shows judiced foreigners, to misrepresent the people, forgetting
that this people have not been idle during the last 30 that the blemishes “they dwell on, are the exceptions,
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not the rule, I also saw some of these exceptions, and 1
heard of many. In the tavern where we lodged at Louis-

ville, a room was appropriated to a gaming table, which was
kept going night and day, without intermission; and the
Fentry who occupied it spoke as if they had been obliged
to depose every word upon oath. 1 was induced to look
into it, on the suggestion of my travelling companion, but
I could not stand the scenc a minute, for it became imme-
diately associated in my mind with the horrible idea I had
formed of hell, when I was at school. The oaths and im-
precations of the company reminded me of the words at-
tributed to the damned in the catechism—*they would
roar, curse, and blaspheme;” and the fumes of tobacco,
with- which they were enveloped, wanted only a sprinkling
of brimstone to bear a very lively resemblance to “the
smoke of their torment ascending up for ever and ever.”
At Frankfort I saw a vagabond in the penitentiary, who
had picked out his neighbour’s eyes; and a man who sail-
ed down the river with us, told me he saw a fight in which
the combatants grappled one another with their teeth: one
losta lip, and the other his nose. There arcall sad doings,
to be sure; but let it be remembered that they arc outdone
every day by transactions in the capital of a nation, who
think themselves the most polished on earth, and some of
these even supported and encouraged by the ¢ Corinthian
capitals of polished society.”

In Kentucky, and, indeed, in the western country gene-
rally, there are a vast majority of civil, discreet, well-dis-
posed people, who will hold the lawless and disobedient
in check, and in time correct the morals of the whole. Sla-
very is no doubt hurtful to society, but it is probably more
ameliorated in this state than in any other part of the world.

Heaven! give me but health, thou great Bestower of it, and
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Indecd so much is this the case, that the blacks are gene-
rally as well fed and nearly as well clothed as the white
people; and it is questionable whether they work so hard.
A gentleman of veryexcellent information told me that he
did not think the produce of their labour was equal to their
maintenance.  “T'o me it appeared that they were better fed,
better lodged, and better clothed, than many of the peasant-
ry in Britain. Still, however, slavery under any ameliora-
tion, is a bitter draught, and though thousands in all ages
have been made to drink of it, it is no less bitter on that
account. **’Tis thou, thrice sweet and gracious Lyserry,
whom all in public or private worship, whose taste is grate-
ful, and ever will be so, till Narvre herself shall change
—no tint of words can spot.thy snowy mantle, or chemic
power turn thy sceptre into iron with thee to smile up-
on him as he eats his crust, the swain is happier than his
monarch, from whose court thou art exiled.——Gracious

give me but this fair goddess as my companion—and
shower down thy mitres, if it scems good unto thy divine
providence, upon those heads which are aching for them.
< Sterne.

The insecurity of land titles have also been much against
the state, not only by preventing emigrants of property from
going to it, but also by encouraging litigation, a most bane-
ful circumstance in any country ; but it is to be remarked
that the legislature have lately taken measures to place this
business on a solid and respectable form. By a late act all
claims to land are ordered to be produced and put upon
record in the respective countics; and none will be admit-
ted that are not produced within five ycars after passing the
act.. Where it is found that there are two or more claims
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to the same lands, the matter will be referred to odmmis-
sioners, to be appointed by the legislature. In the mean
time all transfers of property are recorded in the county
books, which will continue to be thecaschm:a&er and
prevent all confusion.

Being sprung from the state of Virginia, the manners of
that people have given the tone to those of this state, which
appears in a spirit of high independence, quick temper, and
frank generosity. The only serious evil that I had to com- o _
plain of in my journey through the country arose from the f§
proneness of many of the natives to swearing. This vice is |
too common, and though ’tis true * that it will neither break
aman’s leg, nor pick his pocket,” yet it may stun his cars
most unmercifully. This was, literally the case with me; )
found the country as bad, in that respeet, as Ireland itself- |
Indeed it appears to me that there is a considerable simili-
tude between the Irish people and the Virginians, in more
respects than this : frank, affable, polite, and hospitable in a §
high degree, they are quick in their temper, sudden in. e
their resentment, and warm in all their affections: _
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Old Salt Works historical marker. Route 142 and Bayer Lane between Equality and Elizabethtown, lllinois.
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The fow lrish, as they are called even heres
too often eontinue in their old habit of whiskey |

drinking ; and, as in London, they fill the lowest
departments of labour in the manufactures, or
serve the bricklayers, &. They are rude and
abandoned, with ample means of comfort and
independence: such is the effect of habitual
degradation of character. The low Irish and
the freed negro, stand at nearly the same degree
on the moral scale, being depressed cqually by
carly associations.

June 2. ‘This evening, 1 heard delightful
music from a piano, made in this place, where a
few vears ago stood a fort, from which o white
man durst not pass, without a military guard,
on account of the Indians, who were then Lhe
hostile lords of this region. A few of that
people still reside at no great distance, and
have, in a great measure, settled into the habits
and maners of their new ncighbours, :

The simple produce of the soil, that is to
say, grain, is cheap in America, but ecvery
other article of necessity and coavenience is
dear, in comparison. Travelling east of the
mountains, indeced, to this place, is nearly as
expensive as in Bogland; quite disproportioned
to the prices of provisions, and especially to the
accommodations afforded: and the slore-keeper
lays on a profit of 50 per cent. at lcast. s
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The bulk of the inhabitants of this vast wilder-
ness may be fairly considered as of the class of the
lowest English peasantry, or just emerging from
it: but in their manuers and morals, and ¢spe-
cially in their knowledge and proud indepen-
dence of mind, they exhibit a contrast so stri-
king, that he must indeed be a peiit maitre
traveller, or ill-informed of the character and
circumstances of his poor countrymen, or de=
ficient in good and manly sentiment, who would
not rejoice to transplant, into these boundless
regions’ of freedom, the millions whom ke has
left bebind him, grovelling in ignorance and
want,

Vinecennes, July 13. The town is scattered
over a plain, Jying some feet lower than the
banks of the Wabash:—a situation seemingly
unfavourable to health; and in fact, agues and
bilious fevers are frequent in the antumn.

The road from Sholt's Tavern to this place,
thirty-six miles, is partly across “ barrens,” that
i8, land of middling quality, thinly set with
timber, or covered with long grass and shrubby
underwood ; generally level and dry, and gandy
with marigolds, sunflowers, martagon lilies, and
many other brilliant flowers; small “ prairies,”
which are grass lands, free from underwood,

o)

and  genorally somewhat marshy; and rieh
bottom
tame, poorly watered, and not desirable as a
place of settlement: bnt it is pleasant to travel
over from its varied eharacter.

Vincennes exhibits a motley assemblage of in-
T'he inhabitants

land:

habitants as well as visitors,

are. Americans, French, Canadians, Negroes ;

the visitors, among whom our parly is conspicu-
ous as English, (who are seldom scen in these
parls,) Americans from various slales, and
Indiavs of various nations,—Shawnees, Dela-
wares, and Miamies, who live about a hondred
miles to the northward, and who are come here
to trade for skins.  The lndians are encamped
in considerable pumbers round the town, and
are conlinually riding in, to the storesand the
whiskey shops. Their horses and accoutrements
are generally mean, and their persons disagvee-
able. “Their faces are painted in various ways,

which mostly gives a ferocity to theiraspects. -
One of them, a Shawnee, whom we met a few
miles east of Vincennes, had his eyes, or rather
his eyelids, and surrounding parts, daubed swith
vermillion, looking hideous enough at a dis-
tance, but on a nearer view, he has good fea-
tures, and is a fine, stout, fieree looking man,
well remembered at Vincennes for the trouble
he gave during the late war.
G2 £

on the whole. the country is ;

This man ex-’
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hibils a respectable beard; enough for a Ger-
manized British oflicer of dragoons. Some of
them are well dressed and good-leoking people:
one young man in particular, of the Miami
nation, had a clear light blue c¢olton vest with
sleeves, and his head ornamented with black
feathers.

They all wear pantaloons, or rather long
mocassins of buckskin, covering the foot and
leg and reaching half way up the thigh which is
bare : a covering of cloth, passing between
the thighs and hanging behind, like an apron,
of a foot square. Their complexion is various,
some dark, others not so swarthy as myself’; but
I saw nome of the copper colour which I had
imagined to be their universal distinctive mark.
They are addicted to spirits and often intox-
icated, but even then generally civil and good
humoured. The Indians are said to be partial to
the French traders ; thinking them fairer than
the Euoglish or Americans, They use much
action in their discourse, and laugh immode-
rately. Their hair is straight and black, and their
eyes dark. The women are, many of them, de-
cently dressed and good-looking ; they ride
sometimes like the men, but side-saddles are
not uncommon among them. Few of them of
either sex speak English; but many of the

people here speak a variety of the Indian lan-'

g-ua.goc.
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In the interior of the Illinois, the Indians are [g8
said sometimes to be troublesome, by giving S

abusive langnage to travellers, and stealing
their horses when they encamp in the woods;
but they never commit personal outrage—
Watchful dogs and arifle, are the best security:
but I believe we shall have no reason to fear
interruption in the quarter to which we are
going.

At this remote place we find ourselves in
a comfortable tavern and surrounded by genteel
and agrecable people. Our company at supper
was about thirty.

The health of our party has been a source of
some anxiely, increasing as the summer ad-
vances: as yel we have entirely escaped the
dJiseases to which the country or climate, or
both, are said to be liable; but our approach to
the Wabash has not been without some painful
forebodings.

We have remarked, ex passant, that people
generally speak favourably of their own country,
and exaggerate every objection or evil, when
speaking of those to which we are going : thus it
may be that the accounts we have received of
the unhealthiness of this river and ils vicinity,
have been too deeply coloured. We are ac-
cordingly greatly relieved by the information
we bave received here on this subject. The
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Wabash has not averflowed its banks this sum-
mer, and no apprehensions wre now cutertained,
as to the sickly season of August and Sep-
tember.

July 18.  Princeton.—We, in Great Britain,
are so circumscribed in our movements that
miles with us scem equal to tens in America. |
believe that travellers here, will start on an ex-
pedition of three thousand miles by boals, on
horseback or on fool, with as little deliberation
‘or anxiely, as we should set out on a journcy of
three hundred.

Five hundred persons every summer pass down
the Ohio from Cincinnati to New Orlcans, as
traders or boatmen, and return on foot. By
water, the distance is seventeen hundred miles,
and the walk back a thousand. Many go down
to New Orleans from Pittsbarg, which adds
five hundred miles to the distance by water, and
three hundred by land. The store-keepers,
(couutry shopkeepers we should call them) of
these western towns, \‘i_sil the eastorn ports of
Baltiniore, New York and Philadelphia, once a
year, (o lay in their stock of goods: an evidence
it might scem of want of confidence in the mer-
chants of those places; but the great variety of
articles, and the risk attending theiv carriage
to so great a distance, by land aund water,
render it necessary that the store-keepers
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should attend both to their purchase and

conveyance.

I think the time is at hand when these peri-
odical transmontane journeys are lo give plaee
to expeditions down the Ohio and Mississippi
to New Orleans. The wvast and increasing
produce of these slales, in grain, flour, cottom,
sugar, lobacco, peltry, timber, &e. &e. which
finds a ready vent al New Orleans, will be re-
turned, through the same channel in the mana-
factures of Europe and the luxuries of the east,
to supply the growing demands of this western
world. How rapidly this demand actually in-
creases, it is ullerly impossible to estimate ;
but some idea of it may be formed from a gene-
ral view of the canse and manners of its growth,
In round numbers there are probably half a
million of inhabitants in Obio, Indiana and 11li-
nois. Immigration (if I may be allowed teo
borrow a new but good word,) and births,
will probably double this number in about six
years; and in the mean time, the prosperous
circumstances of almost every family, are daily
crealing new wants, and awakening fresh ne-
cessities.

On any spol where a few selllers cluster to-
gether, attracted by ancient neighbourhood, or
by the goodness of the soil, or vieinity to a mill
or by whatever cause, some enterprising pro-
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prietor finds in his section what he deems a
good scile for a town : he has it surveyed and
laid out in lots, which he sells, or offers for sale
by auction. :

The new town then assumes the name of its
founder :—a store-keeper builds a little framed
store, and sends for a few ecases of goods ; and
then a tavern starts up, which becomes the re-
sidence of a doctor and a lawyer, and the board-
ing-house of the slore-keeper, as well as the
resort of the weary traveller: soon follow a
blacksmith and other handieraftsmen in usefal
succession : a schoolmaster, who is also the
minister of religion, becomes an important ac-
cession lo this rising community. Thus the
town proceeds, if it proceeds at all, with acen-
mulating force, until it becomes the metropolis
of the neighbourhood. Hundreds of these speen-
lations may have failed, but hundreds prosper ;
and thus trade begins and thrives, as population
grows around these lucky spots; imports and
exporls maintaining their just proportion:  One
year ago the ncighbourhood of this very town of
Princeton, was clad in * buckskin;” now the
men appear at church in good blue cloth, and
the women in fine calicoes and straw bonnets,

The town being fairly established, a cluster
of inhabitants, small as it may be, acts as a sti-
mulus on the cultivation of the neighbourhood :
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redandancy of supply is the consequence, and
Water mills, or in de- ZH

this demands a vent.
fect of water power, steam mills rise on the
nearest navigable stream, and thus an effectual
and constant market is sccured for the increas-
ing surplus of produce. Such are the elements
of that accumulating mass of commerce, in ex-
ports, and consequent imports, which will ren=
der the Mississippi the greatest thoroughfare in
the world. : :

At Vincennes, the foundation is just laid of
a large establishment of mills to be worked by
steam. Water mills of great power are now
building on the Wabash, near Harmony, and
undertakings of a similar kind will be ealled for
and executed all along this river, which, with
its tribulary rivers, several of which are also
navigable, from the east and the west, is the
outlet of a very rich and thickly settling eountry,
comprising the prime of Indiana, and a valuable
portion of the lllinois, over the space of about
one hundred thousand square miles.

There is nothing in Vincennes, on its first ap-
pearance lo make a favourable impression on a
stranger ; but it improves on acquaintance, for
it conlains agrceable people: and there is a
spirit of cleanliness, and even neatness in their
houses aud manner of living: there is also a
strain of politencss, which marks the origin of
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this settlement in a way which is very flattering
to the French.

It is o phenomenon in national character
which I cannot explain ; but the fact will not be
disputed, that the uwrbanity of manners which
distinguishes that nation from all others, is never
entirely lost; but that French politeness remains
until every trace of French origin is obliterated,
A Canadian Frenchman who, after having
spent twenty years of his prime among the
Indians, settles in the back woods of the United
States, still retains astrong impression of French
good breeding.

Is it by this attractive qualification that the
French have obtaived such sway among the
Indians? 1 thiok it may be attributed with as
much probability to their conciliating mduner, as
to superior integrity ; though the latter has been
the cause generally assigned.

This tenaciousness of national character, under
all changes of climate and circumstances, of
whieh the French afford many remarkable in-
stances, is the more eurious, as it is not univer-
sal among nations, though the Germans afford,
1 am told, examples equally strong. This
country gives favourable opportunilies for ob-
servation on this interesting subject.

What is it that distinguishes an Englishman
from other men ! or isthere any mark of national
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character, which ncither time, climate, nor
cirecnmstance can obliterate?
rican is not Eoglish, but a German is a German,
and a Frenchman French, to the fourth, perhaps
to the tenth generalion.

The Amerieans have no central focus of fa-
shion, or local standard of politeness ; therefore
remoteness can never be held as an apology for
sordid dress or coarse demecanour., They are
strangers 1o rural simplicity : the embarrassed
air of an awkward rustic, so frequent in Eng-
land, is rarcly seen in the United States. This,
no doubt, is the effect of political equality, the
consciousness of which accompanies all their
intercourse, and may be supposed to operate
most powerfully on the manners of the lowest
For high and low there are, and will be,
even here, and in every society, from causes
moral and physical, which no political regula-
tions ean or ought to controul.

In viewing the Americans, and sketching; in
a rude manner, as [ pass along, their striking
characteristies, 1 have scen a deformity so ge-
neral that | cannol help esteeming it national,
thongh I know it admits of very many individual
exceptions. 1 have written it and then erased
it, wishing to pass it by: but it wont do:—it
is the trath, and to the truth I must adhere.
Cleanliness in houses, and too often in person,

class.

An anglo-Ame-
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is neglected to a degree which is very revolting
to an Englishman.

America was bred in a cabin: this is not a
reproach ; for the origin is most honourable :
but as she has exchanged her hovel of unhewn
logs for a framed building, and that agein for
a mansion of brick, some of her cabin habits
have been unconsciously retained. Many have
already been quitted ; and, one by one, they
will all be cleared away, as I am told they are
now in the cilies of the eastern states.

There are, | believe, court-houses, which are
also made use of as places of worship, in which
filth of all kinds has been accumulating ever
since they were built. What reverence can
be felt for the majesty of religion, or of the laws,
in such sties of abomination? The people who
are content lo assemble in them can scarcely
respect each other.—Here is a bad public ex-
ample. It is said, that to clean these places is
the office of no one.—But why is no person
appointed? Might it not be inferred that a
disregard lo the decencies of life prevails
through such a community?

July 19. We are at Princeton, in a log
tavern, where nealness is as well observed
as at many taverns in the city of Bath, or any
city. The town will soon be three years old;
the people belong to old America in dress and
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manners, and would not disgrace old England 3,

in the general decorum of their deportment.

But I lament here, as every where, the small
account that is had of time. Subsistence is
secured so easily, and liberal pursuits being yet
too rare to operate as a general stimulus to
exertion, life is whiled away in a painful state of
yawning lassitude.

July 20. The object of our pursuit, like
the visions of fancy, has hitherto seemed to recede
from our approach: we are, however, at length,
arrived at the point where reality is likely to
reward our labours.

Twenty or thirty miles west of this place,
in the Illinois territory, is a large country where
scttlements are just now beginning; and where
there is abundant choice of unentered lands of a
description which will satisfy our wishes, if the
stalements of travellers and surveyors can be
relied on, after greatl abatements.

This is a critical season of the year and we
feel some anxiety for the health of our party,
consisting of Llen individuals, July and the two
succeeding months, are Irying to the constitu-
tions of new comers, and this danger must be
incurred by us; we hope, however, under cir-
cumstances of greal mitigation. In the first
place, the conulry is at present, free from sick-
ness, and the floods were too carly in the spring,
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to oceasion any apprehensions of an unhealthy
automn to the inhabilants. In the next place,
we have an opportunity of choice of situation for
our temporary sojourn. Unfortunately, this
opportunity of choice is limited by the scarcity
of houses, and the indifference evinced by settlers
to the important object of health, in the fixing
their own habitations. The vicinity of rivers
from the advantages of navigation and machi-
nery, as well as the fertility of soil having
generally suspended a proper solicitude about
health.

Prince Town affords a situation for a tempo-
rary abode, more encouraging than any place
we have before visited in this neighbourhood :
it stands on an elevated spot, in an uneven or
rolling country, ten miles from the Wabash, and
two from the navigable stream of the Patok:
but the country is very rich, and the timber
vast in bulk and height, so that though healthy
at present, to its inhabitants, they can hardly
encourage us with the hope of escaping the sea-
soning to which they say all new comers are
subject. There is a veey convenient house to
be let for nine months, for which we are in
treaty. This will accommodate us until our
own be prepared for our reception in the spring,
and may be rented, with a garden well stocked
forabout £20. 1 think we shall engage it, and,
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should a sickly season come on, recede for a
time into the high country, about a hundred 3

miles back, returning here to winter, when the
danger is past.

As to travelling in the backwoods of Ame-
rica, I think there is none so agreeable, after
you have uscd yoursell to repose in your own
pallet, either on the floor of a cabin, or under
the canopy of the woods, with an umbrella over
your head, and a noble fire at your feet: you
will then escape the only serious nuisance of
American travelling—viz. hot rooms and swarm-
ing beds, exceeding, instead of repairing, the
fatignes of the day. Some difficulties oceur
from ferries, nwkward fords, and rude bridges,
with occasional swamps:
gacity and sure-footedness of the horses, that
accidents happen very rarely.

July 21. This is an eflficient government. Tt
scems that some irregularities exist, or are sus-
pected in the proceedings of certain of the
offices which are established for the sale of
Whilst we were at Vincennes, a
confidential individual from the federal city
made his appearance at the land office there,
with authority to inspect and examine on the
spot. Last night the same gentleman lodged
here, on his way to the land office at Shawnee
Town, at which we propose to make our en-

but such is the =sa-

public lands.
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tries, wheve he is equally unexpected as he
had been at Vincennes, and where his visit is
somewhat mal-a-propes as to our convenience.
One of the efiicient officers, the register, had
been left by us sick, about seventy miles from
Cincinnati, and the other, the receiver, passed
this place for Vincennes yesterday, and fixed to
return on Sunday, in order to proceed with me
through the woods, on Monday, onanexploring
expedition to the Illinois. The republican
delegate informed me immediately on his arri-
val, that he had left an absolute mjunction for
the instant retorn of the receiver to his office,
expressing regret at deranging my plans, at
the same time making ample amends by his own
arrangement for my accommodation.

The effect produced at Vincennes under my
observation, and the decided mawmer of this
gentleman, convince me that this mode of
treatment is fully as effectual as that by “motion
for the production of papers and commitices
for their examination,” by which deliberate pro-
cedure the inconvenience of surprize is politely
obviated.

August 2. We lodged last night at anolher
cabin, where similar neatness prevailed within
and without. The woman ncat, and the chil-
dren clean in skin, and whole in their clothes,
The man possessed of good sense and sound
notions, ingeniouns and industrious, a contrast to
backwoods’ men in general. He lives on the
edge of the seven miles’ prairie, a spot char-
ming to the ¢ye, but deficient in surface-
water, and they say the well-water is not
good : [ suppose they have not |hlg ilt’(_‘l)(.‘l' than
twenty five feet, which is no criterion of the
purily of springs in a soil absorbent from the
surface to that depth.

Shawnee Town. This place I account as a
phenomenon evincing the pertinacious adhesion
of the human animal to the spot where it has
once fixed itself. As the lava of Mount Etpa
cannot dislodge this strange being from the
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cities which bave been repeatedly ravaged by
its eruptions, so the Olio with its annual over-
flowings is unable to wash away the inhabitants
of Shawnee Town.—Once a year, for a series of
successive springs, it has carried away the fences
from their cleared lands, till at length they have
surrendered, and ceased to cullivate them.
Once a year, the inhabitants either make their
escape to higher lands, or lake refuge in their
upper stories, until the waters snbside, when
they recover their position on this desolate sand-
bank,

iere is' the land office for the.south-east
district of Illinois, where I have just constituted
myself a land-owner by paying seven hundred
and Lwenty dollars, us one fourth of the purchase
money of fourteen bundred and forly acres:
this, with a similar purchase made by Mr.
Flower, is part of a beautiful and rich prairie,
about six miles distant from the Big, and the
same from the Little Wabash,

The land is richi natural meadow, bounded
by timbered land, within reach of two mavi-
g:-ihlc rivers, and may be rendered immediately
productive at a small expence. The success-
ful cultivation of several prairics has awakened
the attenlion of the public, and the value of
this description of land is now kpown ; so thak
the smaller portions, which are surrounded

130

by timber, will probably be settled so rapidly e

as to absorb, in a few months, all that is te be |

obtained al the government rate, of two dollars
per acre.

Sand predominates in the soil of the sonth-
castern quarler of the Illinois territory :—the
basis of the country is sand-stone, lying, I be-
licve, on clay-slate. The bed of the Ohio, at
Shawnee Town is sand-stone: forty miles north-
cast, near Harmony, is a quarry of the same
stone, on the banks of the Bizg Wabash. The
shoals of the Little Wabash and the Skillet-
fork, twenty, forty, and sixLy miles up, are of the
same formation. No lime-stone has yet been
discovered in the district. I have heard of
coal in several places, but have not seen 2
specimen of it. Little however, is yet known
with precision of the surface of many parts of the
country ; and the wells, though numerous, rarely
reach the depth of thirty feet, below which,
I presume, the earth has in no instance been
explored.

The geographical poesition of this portion
of territory promises favourable for its fu-
ture importance. The Big Wabash, a noble
stream, forming its castern boundary, runs a
course of about four hundred miles, throughone
of the most fertile portions of this most fertile
region. It has a communication well known to
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the Indian traders, with lake Huron and all the
pavigation of the north, by means of a portage of
cight miles to the Miami of the lakes. This
portage will, probably, be made navigable in a
few years. Population is already very consider-
able along this river, and upon White River,
another beautiful and navigable stream, which
falls into the Wabash from the east. The
Little Wabash, thongh a sluggish stream, is, or
may become a navigable communication extend-
ing far northy Tamaformed four hundred miles.
‘T'he prairies have been represented as marshes,
and mwany of them are so. This is not how-
ever, the case with all. Our prairie rises at
its northern exlremily to a commanding height,
being one of the most elevated portions of the
country, surmounting and overlooking . the
woodlands to the south and west, o a great
distance. There are also many others to the
northward on lands of the same eligible cha=
racter, high and fertile, and surrounded by
timbered lands. These are unsurveyed, and of
course are not yet offered o the public.
Nothing but fencing and providing water for
stock is wanted to reduce a prairic into the,con-
dition of useful grass land ; and from that state,
we all know, the transition to arable is throuzha
simple process, easy lo perform, and prodtable
as it gees on. Thus no addition, cxcept the
12
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above on the score of improvement, is to be

made to the first cost, as regards the land. |

Buildings, proportioned to the owner’s inclina-
lion or purse, are of course requisite on every
estate.

The dividing & section (six hundred and forly
acres) into inclosures of twenly-five acres each,
with proper avenues of communication, each
inclosure being supplied with water, in the
most convenient manner, and live hedges plan-
ted, or sown, will cost less than two dollars
per acre. This added to the purchase money,
when the whole is paid, will amount to eighteen
shillings sterling, per acre, or five hundred and
seventy six pounds for six hundred and forty
acres.

Calculations on the capilal to be employed,
or expended on buildings, and stock alive and
dead, would be futile, as this would be in pro-
portion to the means. The larger the amount,
within the limits of utility, the greater the
profit: but, as the necessary oulgoings are
trifling, a small sum will do. Two thousand
pounds sterling for these purposes would place
the owner in a state of comfort, and even
affluence.

I conclude from these data, that an English
farmer possessing three (housand pounds, be-
sides the charges of removal may establish
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himsell well as a proprietor and ocenpier of such
an estate. The folly or the wisdom of the under-
taking I leave among the propositions which are
too plain to admit of illustration.

In their irregular outline of woodland and
their undulating surface, these tracts of natural
meadow exhibit every beauly, fresh from the
hand of mature, which art often labours in vain
to produce ; but there are no organs of percep-
tion, no faculties as yet prepared in this country,
for the enjovment of these exquisite combinations.

The grand in scenery I have been shocked to
hear, by American lips, ecalled disgusling, be-
cause the surface would be too rude for the
plough ; and the cpithet of elegant is used on
overy occasion of commendation but that to
which il is appropriate in the English language.

An elegant improvement, is a cabin of rude logs,
and a few acres with the trees cut down to the
height of three feet, and surrounded by a
worm-fence. or zig-zag railing. You hear of an
elegant mill, an elegant orchard, an elegant tan-
yard, &c. and familiarly of elegant roads,—
meaning such as you may pass without ex-
treme peril. The word implies eligibility or use-
fulness in America, but has nothing to do
with taste; which is a term as strange to the
American language, where 1 have heard it
spoken, as comfort is said to be to the French,
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and for a similar reason :—the idea has not yet [ B -

reached them.

prospect, which will delight the future inhabi-
tanls of this noble country,

Scientific pursuits are also; ‘Fencrully speak-
ing, unkhown where I have travelled. Reading
is very much confined lo polities, history and
peetry. Secience is nol, as in England, cultiva-
ted for ils own sake. This is to be lamented
the more, on account of the many hmn'y hours
of indolence under which most people are
doomed to toil, through every day of their
existence. What yawning aund stretching, and
painful restlessness they would be spared, if
their time were occupied in the acquisition of
useful knowledze!

There is a sort of covelousness which would be
the greatest ol blessings, to those Americans
whose circimstances excuse them from constant
occupation for a subsistence,—that is, to the
great majorily of the people,—the covetonsness
of time, from a knowledge of its value,

The life and habits of the great Franklin,
whose name, | am sorry to sav, is not often
beard here, would be a most profitable study.
He possessed the true Philosopher's stone ; for
whatever he touched became gold under his
hand, through the magical power of a scientific

Naturce has not yet displayed &
to _,gem-those charms of distant and various §
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mind,  This lamentable deficiency in science
and taste, two such abundant souvees of Gl\jO}:-
ment, must not be attribnted to a want of
energy in lhe American character :—witness
the spirit and good sense with which men of
all ranks are scen to engage in discussions on
politics, history, or religion ; subjecls whieh
have allracled, more or less, the attention of
every one. Nature has done much for them,
and they leave much to Nature: but they bave
made thomselves free ;—Lthis may account for
their indifference to science, and their zeal in
polities. 15
August 3. Harmony.—We left Shawnee
Town this morning under more agreeable im-
pressions rezarding its inhabitants than we had
enlertained belore we entered it. YWe found
somelhing, certaiuly, of river barbarism, the
genuine Ohio character; but we met with a
greater number than we expecled of agreeable
individuals: these, and the kind aud hospitable
treatment we experienced at our tavern, formed
a good contrast to the rude socicty and wretched
fare we had left behind us at the Skillet-fork.
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I alluded, some pages back, Lo a larger plam,
which we had in contemplation, not then sufli-
ciently matured to be laid fully before our [riends.

Since the wriling of thal nole, onr scheme
has acquired so much coasistency, that we think
it safe to make some addition to that general
skeleh, '

it is the intention of wy friend, Mr. Flower,
and myself, lo purchase, on lerms as favourable
as can be oblained from the government, oune, or
more, entire townships in the Illinois tervitory,
where the country is partly prairie, and partly
woodland.

A township comprises thirty-six square miles,
or sections of six hundred and forly acres each;
in all, twenly-three thousand and forty acres.

These lands we propose to offer (on terms
proportionably favourable) to a number of our
countrymen, whose views may so far accord
with our own, as to render proximily of setlle-
meul desirable.

in the saie of public lands, there is a regu-
lation, which ] have before mentioned, tiat the
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sixteenth section, which is nearly the centre of
cvery township, shall not be sold. It is ealled
the reserved seetion; and is, accordingly, ye-
<crved for public uses in that township, for the
support of the poor, and for purposes of edu
cation.

This section, being of course, at the disposal
of the purchasers of the eutire township, we
<hall, by judicious arrangements, provide out of
it, not only for the objects which the wisdom of
the legislature had in view, but for the present
secommodation of the more indigent, but not
‘he least valued members of our proposed com-
runity.  To obviate the sufferings to which
emigrants of this class are exposed on their
arrival, it is a material part of our plan to have
i readiness for every poor family, a cabin, an
inclosed garden, a cow, and a hog, with an
appropriation of land, for summer and winter
food for cows, proportioned to their number.

With regard to the disposal of the lamds in
general, we shall probably offer them in sections,
half-sections, quarters, and eighths ; that is, in
allotments of six hundred and forty, three hun-
dred and twenly, one hundred and sixty, and
(‘.ight}' acres, making other reservations of por-
trons for public uses, as circumstances may
i'(‘il'l'llrl'.".

We wish it to be clearly understood, that we

L
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ligve mp design of forming a society of Englisl,

ta be gayerned by avy laws ar regulations of our |

aown framing. We would not bind others, nor
Le ourselves bound by any lies but these ef
mutual interest, and good neighbourhood ; vor
be subject to any law, but the law of the laud.
¥Yel, as concenlration af capital, as well as of
population, will be essential to the rapid pros-
perity of gur colony, we shall wake a stipulation,
which we hope will be generally approved :—

That no person may be tempted; by the low
price at which our lands shall be oflered to
possess thewselves of it as a mere object of
speeulation, 8 declaration will be required on
the pagt of the purchascre, of lis intontion to
reside en. the spot. " i d

We would, at the same time, impress upon
Lim the necessily of not purchasing more thaw
Le ¢an faicly manage.

Our opinion is, that it would be more advan=-
lageons to the resideyl propriclor lo possess o
capital of four or five pounds sterling an acre,
than to imcapaciate himsell for carrying on his
improvements fox waut of adeguate means,

L repeat, that we have pot fallen on this
scheme from a wish to.form a socicly excla-
sively English, or, indced, any society as dis-
tinct from the people at large. We would
most willingly extend our proposals to Ameri-
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cans or.ouigranls of any nalion, with the requi- fe
site capilal, could our plan embrace them. LB
Concentration of capital and numbers is the §
only refuze from many privations, and even suf- £
ferings in these remole regions :—but, the main®
advantage of preparing, as we propose, for the
reception of our brethren, will be to save them al
wearisome and expensive travel, in quest of a
settlement, but too often ending in despair.
Twelve long months spent in roaming over this
wilderness, has breken the spirits, and drained
the purses of many who would have done well,
had they proceeded at once to a place provided :
—also, to afford immediate protection and em-
ployment to poor emigrants.

Having proceeded thus far in the develope-
ment of our plan, it may materially forward its
completion to take one step farther ;—that is,
to open a channel of communication with those
who may be so well pleased with it, as to wish
to join in its execution.

Such persons, if they cannot otherwise obtain
satisfactory information, will please to direct
their inquiries, to myself, at Princeton, Gibson §
County, Indiana. :

THE ENBD.

_-:'n'wm & Co. Printers, 1, Skinner Stireet, Bishopsgate.
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Birkbeck, Morris (1818). Notes on a Journey In America from the Coast of Virginia to the Territory of lllinois. London James Ridgway.
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LETTER XXII,

MY DEAR SIK, March 24, 1818,

I TrusT you have received several
letters from me, although I have not yet had the
pleasure of hcnung from you since we parted.
Those letters, and my printed journal, which T
directed to be sent to you as soon as published,
have made you of our party down to a very late
period.  You find that we are in a good country,
are in no danger of perishing for want of society,
and have abundant means of supplying every othes
want.

Bat I am sorry to wform you that our plan of
colonising extensively, with a special view to the
relief of our mﬁ'ehng countrynien of the lower
orders, is not at present successfal. A good
oumber may be benefited by the arrangements
we are making for their reception on a contracted
scale ; but the application to Congress, allnded to
in my journal, which was calculated principally
for the service of that class, has, T fear, proved
abortive. I have transmitted to Congress, through

Birkbeck, Morris (1818). Letters From lllinois. London: Taylor and Hessey
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the hands of our member for Illinois, the follow-
ing memorial :

To the Representatives of the United States in
Congress assembled, the Memorial of Morris
Birkbeck, an English farmer, lately settled in
the territory of Illinois, respectfully states —

That a pumber of his countrymen, chiefly
yeomen farmers, farming labourers, and rural
mechanics, are desirous of removing with their
families and their capital into this country, pro-
vided that, by baving situations prepared for
them, they might escape the wearisome and ex-
pensive travel in quest of a settlement, which has
broken the spirits and drained the purses of many
of their emigrant brethren, terminating too fre-
quently in disappointment.

Many estimable persons of the classes above
mentioned . have reposed such a degree of confi-
dence in the expericnce of your memorialist, as
would attract them to the spot which he has
chosen for himself. Their attention has accord-
ingly been divected with some aunxiety to his
movements; and when, after a laborious journey
through the states of Ohio and Indiana, he has
at length fixed on a situation in the Illinois
adupted to his private views, settlements are mul-

LETTERS FROM ILLINOIS. 109

tiplying so rapidly around it, that it does not

afford a scope of eligible unappropriated land, to |

which he could invite any considerable number of
his friends.

There are, however, lands as yet unsurveyed
lying about twenty miles north of this place, on
which sufficient room might be obtained; and the
object of this memorial is to solicit the grant by
purchase of a tract of this land, for the purpose of
introducing a colony of English farmers, labourers,
and mechanics. R—
~ Feeling, as does your memorialist, that the
people of England and the people of America are
of one family, notwithstanding the unhappy poli-
tical disputes which have divided the two coun-
tries, he believes that this recollection will be suf-
ficient to insure, from the representatives of a free
people, a favourable issue to his application in
behalf of their suffering brethren.

(Sigued) Mogrnis BinksEeckK,
Nov. 20, 1817. D ——

My proposal in the above memorial was in-
definite, designedly, that if acceded to, it might
be on a general principle, to be extended as far as
would be found beneficial ; and might be guarded
from abuse by provisions arising out of the prin-
ciple itself. I entertained a hope that it would be
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referred to a: committee, who would have per-
mitted me to explain my views; and. possibly I
may yet havé,an opportunity of doing so, as 1
have not yet learned that it has been nbso!nte!y
rejected. Other petitions for grants of land in
favour of particalar descriptions of emigrants have
been rejected - during this session, for reasons
which my fricnds give me to understand will be
fatal to mine. The following I consider to be the

tenor of these objections:

That no public lands can be granted or dis-
posed of but according to the general l?.w on that
subject, without a special act of legislation. .

That although in certain cases such special
acts have been made in favour of bodies of foreign
cmigrants, it has always been on the ground, and
in consideration of, u general public beneht mm-
ing; such as the introduction nfthecnlm of
the vine by the Swiss colony at Vevay, Indiana,
and the olive in Louisiana.

That it is not agreeable to the general policy
of this government to encourage the settlement of
foreigners in distinct masses, but rather to pro-
mote their speedy amalgamation with the com-
munity of American citizens. .

And that all such grants are liable to be
abused by speenlators for private emolument.

LETTERS FROM ILLINOIS! i

Taking these objections in an inverted order,
I think T could shew that the last would net
apply to this ease, where no indulgence is sought
for in point of price. It would be sufficient for
our purpose that certain lands, which arc vet not
surveyed; and of course unproductive, might be
opened to us as an asylum, in which English emi-
grants with capital might provide for English
cmigrants withowt it. The title of these lands
might remain in the United States until the pur-
thase should be completed. by agtual settlers, pay-
i-s-mﬂﬁ?h'éw---q.-. adramds & a0

The nationality in some particulars which
might be retained by such a settlement, would not
surely be found to weigh against its usefulness.

When it is eonsidered that the men with capi-
tal who emigrate as farmers are republicans to the
core ; that to stch men, and the sons of such, the
republic whose protection they now solicit, owes
its existenees—what is this nationality ? is it not
American in its essential Gnalities®

The poorer order of emigrants from England,
what they have of politics is of the same cast;
but the ignorance, the nullity, of 4 great propor-
tion of the rural English population on these
subjects, is wholly incomprehensible in this
country.

Humanity, interest, necessity, will call for the
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interference of the general government on behalf
. of those unfortunate persons who are cast desti-
tute on the eastern shores, and on behalf of those
cities and states which are burthened by them.
But their countrymen, themselves citizens of the
United States, or hecoming so, would anticipate
this interference, and crave permission to provide
for them on some unappropriated spot, to which
they would instantly give a value which it may
not otherwise attain for ages. :

That there is wanting the  dignus vindicc
nodus ;* that the object of this measure is not
such as to warrant a solemn act of legislation 3
that it is net of equal importance with the vine-
yards at Vevay, or the olive-gronnds projected in
Louisiana—when the several conditions of Great
Britain, of the eastern states, and of this western
country, are viewed in connexion with it—will
hardly be maintained.

Lhave not the means of reference at hand,
but I think it was about the year 1530 that the
Portuguese brought from the old world the first
caxgo of muscles and sinews for the cultivation of
the new. Nearly three hundred years has this
dreadful export, with all that belongs to it, been
sustained by Afiica, until balf America, with her
islands, is peopled, not by freemen, but by over-

seors and slaves. If those muscles and sinews,
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clothed as they were in sable, had come hither i 3
animated by willing minds; if the men who con- |

dueted, instead of staining themselves with atro-
cities which no pen can deseribe, had been em-
ployed in s of kindness ; if the masters who
received them had paid them for their labours in-
stead of torturing them—but as all this was impos-
sible, why #f about the matter >—That you may
for a moment glance over Africa, over the inter-
vening ocean, and over that large portion of the
new world which _bhas peopled with un-
willing la think of the miseries and
the crimes that would have been spared to hu-
manity during this period of three hundred years :
think what America and her islands would be
now, and how different their prospects, if involun-
tary servitnde had never defiled her soil.

America yet needs muscles and sinews—Eu-
rope offers them. They would come animated by
willing minds: deeds of kindness alone, sosting
not a cent, are looked for from America. If they
come in groups and remain so, they will be groups
of freemen. Why does America love her govern-
ment? Will not these men love it for the same
reason, and more intensely, from the recollection
of the bondage they have quitted ?

Thus I should talk to you were you here; but
you are distant five thousand miles, and still I talk
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with the same mind that youn will read this |
Adieu,
I'am yours most truly.

P.S. I am just sending these letters to the
press, and I seize the occasion of dedicating them | :
to you. :

. JOHN GALE, ESQ.
STERT, NEAR DEVIZES,

OLD ENGLAND.

THE END.
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Towns,—colleges,—schools —Lexingion, in Faycite county, is the
Jargest and most wealthy town in ﬂmc ; it IJI;ndu( 30° 10" N.
lat. %% 107 W lonz, from Wuhl gton ciur, nearly due morih
from Knoxville in Tonnessec. s been contended by some, that
the plain wpon which Lcllnglﬂn stands, is not excelled for ferfility

and beu?:y in the worll ; without doubt it j» one of the most produc- -

tive ppols in America. 'I'hn 2eltlements were commenced here in 1779,
The now contains be lween Gve and six thousand people.
Improvemenis in bailding has kept pace, if not exceeded the in-
erease of population, and Lexington, where slood a wilderness less
than forty years past, pow assumes the appearapce of a thriving eom-
mercial eity. and it inhabitanis exhibit the polish and intelligence
arising (rom wealth and leisure,

A Itw years alter the ﬁnl sotflements were formed, the legislature
of Virginia incorporated for
seminmiy of educition under the title of * The Transylvania Univer-
sity.” This [afant estiblishment made, dariag the first years nl'lli

etistence, but little progress. Involved in Indian wars, or
in formive new villages and farms, the people had little h'lqun 1o

porsue litrary objecisy but like every thing da mqomln; Ihls -

stale; ns soop ns n-l:evml irom the pressure o warfare, he
clence of ted wi mbhﬁgm . Man of
:ﬂgh attain mgﬂ" ‘?w:ur;m branch of human &I ;‘.znmd inle

the #late, and brought with them their mfa'n-tmn and hiberal views.

Io 1795 the Transyivama University went into operation under the =

guidimee of twenty-one trustees, chosen on principles cerlainly noyel :
1o person belonging to any of the faculties are admitted. 'I‘hcugh
uot pursued with very gegeral ardour through lhl mle, {0

tion meile rapid advances in some places, part

inscmuch as 10 obtain for that town the title ol‘ thl A!hm
weklern sinles.

Besides the buildings necessary lo public worship, education, and
the courls of law, there ame uuny very flourishing  manufactories in
aud ngar gion.  Ia & werd, a visit o (his place cannot fail to

sive the warmest pleasure to a benevolent mind.  No where in Ame-
ru.-a.lm the nllw!f instantanecus change, from ar uncultivated waste
to the elozancies of civilizaton, been so striking.

FRANKFOKT, on Kentueky viver, at 38% 14' N. lat. 7° 40' W.
Ten, from Washington cily, is now the seal of government for the
state, Lut is not remarkable for any considerable difference lnpnw-.,;
lation or fprovement from Bard’s"Lown, Pavis, Washiagton, or
ville, ull of which are flourishing end pleasant towns, cmmlng
£00 o 1200 inbabitants, e

Kentucky, and lucated in Lexingloaa =
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Louisville, on the banks of Ohio, at the upper extremity of the rapids
in that river, is, certainty, in point of wealth and nee, the se-
cond town in the state, The Rapids of Obio is at 34° 35' N. lat.
8% 40’ W_ lon. from Washingten city.

Louisville occupies a high bank below the mouth of Bear-grass
creck, extending paraliel to the viver. There is a ine prospect from
the [ront street up and down the stream, and of the opposite eoast of
the state of lndiana.

A very extensive and active commerce isnow carried on between
this place and Natchez, New Ordcans, and St. Louis. If the pro-

d canal is made to pass the rapidn, it will augment the implqn-
ment of Louisville 1o a great extent by establishing manufactures, by
the almost infinite command of water power.

At the lower part of ihe rapids a town bos arisen Ly the name of
Shipping Port.  Several ships, and vesscls of all kinds suitable to the
Ohio or Mississippi, have [:een built at the latter place. The faci-
lity of raftling timber down the Ohio, and of cutting it into plank by
the ail of water from a canmal 22 fect fall, will, when the latter
improvement is compleled, enable vessels to be built to an sible
extent thal an increasing population and commerce cou and,
and upen the most reasonable terms. There would be no known
spot on the globe where the materials could be more easily collected.
or mure expeditiously rendered fit for use, not only for the construe-
tion of ships, but dwelling-houses also, !

Kentucky bas passed the era of rapid increase from emigraticn.

best lands are sold and have become expensive. The state will
continue to possess the advantage of its local position ; and when the
population of the western preponderate over that of the castern and
norlbern states, the seat of general government will probally be re-
moved into this central state. The period, however, when the weight
of population will have changed itz relative situation, is more remote
than most people are in the babit of cslculating. 1t will be seen by
a review of the several states and terrvitories, given in this treatize,
that a8 in any new scttlement, the best lands and those near naviga-
ble water-courses are transferred o private individuals, the flood of
migration must begin to subside. From this sole cause arises the
less comparative increase of inhabilants, in periods distant from the
original settlement. ‘Tennessee, Kenlucky, and indeed all establish-
ments on the valley of Obio, are examples. ;
"The roads in all the stales anl tepritories north of Tennessee, in
the valley of Ohbio, areso blended, that a separste list would be un.
necessary and perplexing; therefore the residue of the roads and maio
routes will be given in connexion, at the end of this treatise.

dilinois Territory takes its nanie from the river of that name, whose
valley forms ralher more than one-hali the surface of the territory,
assing through it obliquely from northeast to soathwest.  The
e_i:F.h’ of Minois is from north to south, from 1he junction of the Ohio
an 'lin_iiwirpi, slmost on 33° N, Iat. to the northern boundary of the
territory 43 N. Iat. or 326 miles, its greatest breadth is about the
fortieth degree cf north latitade.  This territory is bounded on the
southwest, west, and northwest, by the Mississippi river; on the
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north by the 41° 43" N. lat.; east by the state of Ohio, and south-
east and south by the Ouabache and Ohio rivers; extending over
51,000 square miles, equal to 32,640,000 American acres,

The following statistical table is defective, as but little of the 111~
pois territory was setiled with white inhabitants in 1810,

TOPOGRAPHICAL TABLE.

Moumties, Population. Towns,
Randolph, 1,275 Kaskaskia,
St. Clarr, 5,007
Gallatin,
Edward,
Jahnson,
Madison, - o %
12,282 '

Progressive Ge —H istory.~It was through the lincis
river that the first tual discovery of the Mississippi river w
mn:;.? the French. [In 1674, two traders, Joliet and Mmqm:,
rea the Mississippi through lake Michigan, Fox, aud Ouisconsin
rvivers. In 1683, from the report of Joliet and Morquetta, the Che-
valier T'onty, M.de la Sale, and Father Louis Hennepin. under-
derteok an I;?odition of diqu. and through lake Mi n and
Hiinois reac the Mississippi.

lored, and small establishments made at Vincennes, Cabokia, and

skaskia. The fruulﬂl part of the country remained in the hands -

of the savages until within a few years

The original white settlers were French from Canada, but these
people, few in number, and detached from each alher, lived by hunt-
II'F and Indian traffic, rather than by agriculture. In their manner of
liie they conformed in great measure to the more numerous savages
by whom they were environed. -

Whilst Indiana remained a territory, lllinois formed a western
part thereof; but when the former become a state, the latter was
created a separate territorial government, divided into three United
States' court districts, in which political form it now continues.

The population is i y and must now (1817) considerably
exceed 20,000 people.

Rivers—The rivers of the lllinois territory, are the Mississippi,
linois, Kaskaskia, Ohio, and Wabache.

The Mississippi river forms the boundary of 1inois, following the
winding of the stream for upwards of five hundred miles So much
kas already been given on this great stream, in the preceding parts of
tbis work, as to much abridge what need be added in this pgc .

Above the mouth of Missouri, the water of the Mississippi river is

clear, and very similar to that of the Ohio. The banks continue for

some distance low, aud in many places liable to overllow. “The soil
is rich ; extensive prairies often reach and extend along the stream.
Aboat 39° 15" N. lat. hills are first found upon the river; above this
place the country gradually rises into eminences of more or less ele-
vation, giving a varied appearance to the scenery.

he Wabache was soon alter ex-
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‘T'he peninsula, between the Mississippi and Illinois rivers, has
been surveyed as soldiers’ bounty lands.. The surface actually sur-
veyed, amounts to an area about equal to 240 regular townships of
36 sections each ; equal to 8640 square miles of 610 American acres
each, or an aggregate of 5,530,000 acres nearly. As the act of con-
fe&lof May 6th, 1812, granting those lands as bounly lo the sol-

iers enlisted in the army of the United States, expressly pro-
vides that the several portions to be granted under that act, shall be
fit for cultivation, a larger surinee than barely sufficient to satisly the
claims was necessarily surveyed. Three millions five hundred thou-
sand acres are appropriated by mn.i;ma, and have, it appears, been
selected by the surveyor general, William Reetor, Esq. for that ex-

Thil:nlrnel lies between 98°% 47' and 412 47' N, lat,, and belween
12° and 14% W. lon. from Washington city. A plan of the townships and
ranges, including the water-courses, has been published at the seat of
the general government, by Mr. John Gardiner. [t is much to be re-
gretied, that this map had nol contained some detail of the diver-
sily in soil and surface, as well as mere outline. As it is, however,
it affords much valuable information respecting the loeal features of
the country, and of the relative position of the different townships.

Fronting 6, of this treafise, is placed a plan of the manner of
surveying public lands.  With that rhnn a key, any particular sec-
tion may be found upon any gencral map of public lands. i

Rnprdingl fopographical position, the peninsula between the Mis-
sissippi and Llhmnois, presents many advantages as a setilement. Un-
der the article, Missouri territory, page 137 of this treatize, is given
much of what could be here repeate eeling the climate of the
region pear the junction of the Mississippi and Wlinois. Towards the
north part of the soldiers’ lands, or about 4(° N, lat., a very sensible
chiange of climate is perceived. The parallel of 41° runs through the
south part of New-York, the north part of New-Jersey, divides Penn-
s¥lvania into mearly two equal parts, then runs through the northern
parts of the states of Ohio and Indiana, and the Hiinois territory.
Contrary to the commonly reccived opinion on that subject, data are
embodied in this treatise. that tend to establish the fact, that more
cold is experienced on the same latitude in the Mississippi valley,
than on the Atlantic coast, east of the Alegbany mountains, If so,
the climate of the lands we have been reviewing, will be found 1o
bear great ressmblance to that of the northern extremity of Ohio and
Indiana. We are strongly inclined to believe that this will be found
tu be the case when the country becormes settled.

“The Hlinois viver, bounds the tract oo the east and southeast
Above itz junction with the Mississippi, the lllineis river Bows from
the north about 60 miles, with depth of water for boats of considerable
draught at all seasons. The river is then found flowing from the south-
east sixty miles ; it then in I'. 7. N. K. VII. east, inclines N. N. E.
w hich is illﬂcml course to the northeast extremily of the traot, a
distance of about sixty miles, giving an entire %ﬂﬂm this
stream comes in contact with the region we have describing, to
its discharge into the Mississippi, ogftmhwd.rd miles.

‘ /)

slw EMIGRANT'S GUIDE..

The Ilinois is, in all its length, a gontle current, without falls or
even remarkable shoals.  Much of its bank is liable 1o annual inun-
dation, and of course rendered unfit for cultore. 1t has been ulready
remarked, that the general surface of the is prairie, some

part of which is very fine land, though too much does not deserve so = :

favourable a character.

Two streams of some consequence ow into the 1llinois from the

northwest.

Spoon ftiver, has ils discharge in T. 4. N. R. IV. E.  Rising near
the northeast part of the soldiers’ tract, S river has a course of
upwards of one hundred miles in length, following its various inflec-
tions ; its general conrse is nearly parallel to the llkinois. How faz

Spoen river is navigable we are unable to say, but judging from ana- ~—

s would & w above oue half its entire lengih,
“rooked C alls into Hilinois in - I. S. k. L E. This stream
is marked on Mr. Gardiner’s map as a creek, but from its length and

numerous branches, would deserve the title of river; the ce =

through which it fluws exceeding eighty miles,

Flenderson River, enters lheTlisulsa ppiin T. 10. N. R. VI.W. and
rizes iu the sawoe ridge with he bead streams of Spoon river.  How
tar the former river is navigable we are unacquainted.

M;l;;bau various other small rivers and creeks faliing into tha
ticed. On Gardiner's map, there is marked a singular outletof the
Dlississippi, leaving that river in T. 2. 8. R. Vil
raliel to (he parent stream (orty miles, again falls into it in T

RV, W, Several creeks of considerabie fength enter this outlet from |

the north, .

An extensive inundaled (ract is laid down where 40° N. lat. infer-
sects the Mississippd.  'This tract is about twenty-five miles in ex-
tent norlh and south. From the data afiorded by Gardiner's map,
lhs.vlho.nunlry near the in of the rivers bear a strong  resemblance
to

immdated lands,

ral aspect,

From the similarity of climate, the natural and artificial productions
musl, in a great degree, resemble those i
samie latitudes. heal, rye, oals, maize, and other cerealia, can be

produced in great sbundance.  Meadow grass of all kinds must flou- =

rish. Fruits, such as apples, pears, peaches, plums, cherries, and
many otbers, will no be ;&mll‘ullxly- mudl.,l : a
Considering (he facility of navigstion, by the two great rivers that

encircle it on three sides, and the numerous other streams that flow |

(rom its central parts, the bounty land offers every necessary facility
to navigation, especially by the route of the Miisissippi and Ohio.
But little labour would be demsnded, however, to vpen a water
communication through the lllinois to lake Michigan. i

The intervening country is low, and mostly - of alluvial
malerisls, presenting impediments to canal navization that might he

i and lilinois, of less consequence than those we have no- & :

.and ﬂowin%p;-

adjacent 1o the Mississippi below the mouth of Ohio. =
T'he bends of the rivers washing blufis, but generally ranging over & —
Retiring from the streams into the interior, the %

surface becomes gradually more elevated and diversified in its gene- ==

of the adjacent regions in the = - .
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vaily removed. A glance wpon the map of the United States, at-
fending this treatise, will enable the reader 1o perceive the favourable
posttion of this spot, wisely sclecled by the general government (o
reward the gallantry of the soldiers of our late war.

Hliinois viver, has bever been accurately surveyed above the boun-
ty land, but it is known, however, to rise in the northeast part of the
state of Indiana, which state it traverses in a western direclion cne
hundred and thirty miles, enters the lllinois territory, and conlinuing
west, one hundred and twenty miles, st have a curve to the south-
waest, not far from the northeast commer of the bounty land. In all

ious maps of lilinvis river, that we have seen, ils general course
drawn nearly southwest by west, through, (rom its source to ils
mouth. That course is not very incorrect ; yet, when drawn in that
manner, a very false idea is given of the actual range of the stream.
Indeed, when attentively examined, a very remarkable cvincidence
appears in the courses of the Illinois, Wabash, and Ohbio rivers. This
i3 nevertheless a theory in h?“"“ﬂ'- coming more correctly under
consideration in the geographical part of this trealise. .

The courses and | of the lllinois river, from its contact with
the bounty lands to its mouth, has been noticed, the entire length be-
ing 390 miles.

Kaskaskia viver, rises in the prairies between the Ilinoisand Wa-
bash, interfocking with the head streams of the Little Water branch
of the latter. entire ln,r:gih of the Kaskaskin isabout 150 mwiles,
ils eourse southwest by south, nearly. This river is navigable, at
high water, 10 a considerable distance above its tion with the
Mississippi, a fow miles below the town of Kaskaskia. The quality
of the lands, the natural and artiicial productions, are neatdy the
same found vpon the lllinois.

Upon the
made in the Illinois territory ; the town ing the same name, with
the river is now the seat of government for the lernitory, a rank it
must sdon lose, from its puilils::':ml the increasing seltlenients lo the
northwest, upon the Hlinois river.

Vaseux river, is a stream of eighty miles in length, rising between
the waters of the Kaskaskia and Little Water rivers, and flowing
nearly &nlhlm the former, falls into the Mississippi some distance
above Cape Girardeau. But few settlements, and none of any con-
sequence, ineriting particular nelice, bave yot becun tormed upon the
waters of the Vascux.

_Ohio river, washes the southeast part of the lllincis territory, from
the mouth of the Wabash to the tion of the Ohio and Mississippi,
a distonce of 136 miles. The banks of the Obio below that o
Wabash, assume a ‘anmi resemblance to those of the Mississippi
below the mouth of Missouri. The conceve bank is mosily com-
pﬂﬁi of cra limesione, the convex bank low, and subject to anuual
inundation. hese features continue as far down as the Great Cave,
below which both banks become Jow, and in-every essential quelity
are similar to those of the Mississippi below the mouth of Obio. The
settlemenls are confined to the aliuvial border on the river. I'he
swamps commence [rom a quarter, to half a mile from the margin of

£11
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the stream. The soil, like most alluvial Jand, iz extremely fertile;
snd valuable where elevated sufficiently for the pur of agricul-
ture. The timber gigantic and extremely abandant. The followi
Jist contains the most remarkable timber trees found on this tract, an

will answer generally for all the adjacent country. :

skaskia are some of the mosl extensive setiloments yet :

Quercus tinctoria, Black oak,
Quercus alba, White oak,
Quercus rubra, Red oak,

Quercus phelos, Willow leafed oak,
Liriodendron tulipilera, Poplar,

Laurus sassalras, Sassafras,

Juglans amara, Bitternut hickéry,
Juglans squamosa, Shell bark hickory,
Juglans olivaformis, Paccan

Juglans nigra, Black walnut,
Juglans cathartica, White walout,
Juniperus virginiana, Red cedar,

Acer rubrum, Red maple,

Acer negundo, EBox alder,
Carpinus ostrya, Iron wood,
Carpinus americana, Hornbeam,
Cerasus virginiana, Wild cherry,
Comus florida, Dogwood,
Diospiros virginiana, Persimon,

Fagus sylvestiis, Beech,

Fraxinus tomentosa, Common ach,
Gleditchia triacanthos, Honey locust,
Nyssa aquatica, Tupeloo

Nyssa sylvatica, Black gum,
Platanus accidentalis, Sycamore,
'Pulmlus angulata, otton wood,
Tilia pubescens, Linden, .
Ulmus rubra, Red elm,

Ulmius americana, Mucilaginous elm,
Ulnus aquatica, Water elm.

There are many other species of trees found upon the rivers and
hills in this tract, besides those marked in the above list, but those® ==
enumeraled are the most remarkable and most common, The size
and quantity of valuable timber trees that are every where found east
of 8t Louis, upon the banks of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and
their confluent streams, is not the least remarkable feature in their
natural history, or least beneficial partof their useful properties to
man.

Wabash river, forms part of the southeast limit of Illinois territ 5
and possesses great sameness to the Ohio, near the confluence of
two streams.  Several small, but fine rivers rise in the lllinois terri-
tory, and flow southeast into the Wabash, entering that stream be-
low Vincennes : the principal of these are Embarras and Little
Water.  These two latier head with the sources of Kaskaskia river.

The other rivers of the Hlinois territory are small and unimportant.
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Many of the higher branches of the lllincis and Wabash are in the
Endian comntry; of course but iumrfeull_y known,
Mountains, there are none in the country of lllincis, or hills of any
articular elevation, Some parts of the country is gently rolling,
rpul the far greater part, flal prairie, or the alluvial margin of rivers.

Towns. ﬁ(':g a, upon the river of that name, is the only town
of consequence yet formed in the territory of Iliinois ; it is the seat
of government, and contains 00 or 1000 inbabitants.

ahokia, four miles below 8t Louis, and about one mile from the
Mississippi, is a handsome, but small village. Of the new towns, we
have no certain knowledge, No doubt that (be settlements of
the bounty lands will produce a rapid and favourable in the
territory we have been deseribing. This settlement will also, as we
have already noticed, necessarily withdraw the seat of government
from Kaskaskia; and it may be added, change, within a few years,
the ternitorial into a stale government.

Schools, colleges, and all other instilutions, must be here in their
infancy ; but like other new settlements made by the emigrants from
the United States, the provision for the education of youth is neither
forgotten or neglected,

Of the mineral or fossil tions of thiz country, we have zaid
nothing. From the nature of the soil and surface, neither can be ex-
B;::te-.l to abound, and the r parts, where usually the most valua-

and abundant melallic and fossil bodies could be reasonably lnﬁz
after, we scarcely know, and bave never been examined with ei
skill or care. (See Appendsx No. 11.)

THE STATE OF INDIANA, Las the Tllinois territory west,
the state of Kentucky southeast, the state of Ohio east, and the Michi-
gan territory, and lake Michigan and the Northwest territory, north.

Ezxtent, population, vivers, . This state covers an area
of 36,640 gﬁ_l_lar_l;- miles, equal o 235,449,600 American acres. More
than ane hall of this surface remains yet in possession of the Indians,
The southern and much most valuable part of the state is reclaimed,
and is seltling with emigrants from the northern and eastern states with

eat rapidily. The following statistical table exhibits the subdivi-
sions of thisstate, and the population in 1810. This can afford but
very defective document to give a correct idea of the t state of
the country. There isno doubt but that the number of inhabitants
have increased to near one hundred thousand at the present time.

'STATISTICAL TABLE OF INDIANA.

Countics. . Population. Chief Towns,
1810,

Clark, 5,760 Jelfersonville,

Daarbom, 7,310 Lawrenceburg,

~ Harrison, 3,695 CORYDON,

Jellerson,

Knos, 7,965 Vincennes.
24610
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Since the lact censue of 1810, the new counties of Washington,
Switzerland, Jellerson, Wayne, Gilison, Posey, and Warwick, bave
been formed,  The distributive population of the state of Todiana,

at this time, a5 well as the aggregate amount, must differ cssentially =

irom the relative position and numbers lound seven years past.

The rivers of the state of Indiana, are, Ohio, Wabash, m
Maumee.

Ohio river washes the state from the mouth of the Great Miami, to
that of the Wabash, a distance, following e bends of the stream, of
three hundred and sisty-five miles, It is o curious fact, that in this
long course, no stream, above the size of a large erack, falis into the
Oino from Indiana ; White river braneh of Wahash, baving its head-
streams within thirly miles of the bank of Ohbio.
countries in the world can much exceed this part of the banks of
Ohio.  The lands ate varied, a considerable tiom of the first
quality, and but litle that caa be really considered unprofustive.
I'be selilements are in such quick progress as to render a descriplion
only necessarily corract for dhe motent.

Vabash viver is slvictly the principal stream of Indiana, from the
surface of which it draws the [ar greater part of ils waters.  ‘I'he
head branches of Wabash is in the ludizn country, of course very
iinperfectly explerad.  This river sises with Zc Maumee near
Furt Wayne, aud hke the Ulinois, flows to the west through
Indiana, unto almest the west border of the state, where the river
graduaily eurves to S, W. by 8., which course it maintains fo its
Junetion will the Ohio. 'l'lf:e entire length of the Wabash exceeds
tbnee hundred miles ; itis a fine am, withoul falls or extrzordinary
tapidss 1 was through the d-mi;?*lbﬂ Wabash that the French
ol Curada first discovered the Ohio, to which they gave the name of
Belle flivieve, or beautiful river, but considered the Wabash the
mein braneh, snd gave the united rivers its name. In many old maps
of Neorth America, the Ohio below the junction of the two sireams,
is called Wabash,

Mclurnl discovery.

Fiite River, the eastern Lranch of Wabash, is itself a stream of 5=

consilerable importance, draining tie heart, and far the finest part of
1he siate of lodiana. About ‘miles above ils junction with the
Wabiash, White river divides iuto the north south Lranches.
Norir brauch rises in the Indian country by a number of crecks,

which. uniting near the Indian Loundary line, forms a five navigable |

river of about 180 miles in lengib 3 its couwrse pearly S. W. th
branch vises in the same ridges with the White l‘amr branch of
the Grest Miami; ite coursa S. W, by W. 150 miles. Upon this
latter river mnhol the most fourishing settlements in the state bave
heen formed. e country it waters is amengst (he most agreeable,
healiliy, and fertile in the Ohio valley. ;

dilinois river has its source m Indiana, but bas been noticed when

treating of the Hlinois territory.
Mewmee rices in fact in the state of Ohie, near Fort Le-

~ ramie, but flowing N. W. enters the state of Indiana, tums west,

inois, and -

There are {ew ¢

The Tennessee was then very imperfectly known, =
and considered at one-fourth the size it was found (o possess by sub- B=s
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encircles Fort Wayne, and turning N. E. again anters the state of
Ohio, through which it flows 10 ﬂllgphn d"i.a egress into Lake Erie.

The southern extremity of Lake Michigan penetraies the state of
Indisna, and at or near ils extreme south elongation, receives the Ca-
Jumet, and not far north of its 8. E. extension, the small river St. Jo-
seph enters from the state of Indiono, but enters the Michigan lake in
the Michigan terrilory.

The country is bere but very imperfecily known; even the latitude
of the somhern extremity &th Michigan remains uncertain.
When the French possessed ada and Lousiana, their traders con-
stantly passed. by Chicago into  bibwois, and by e Maumee
into Wabash, in their Yoy agos. hess passages are now again
becoming frequented, and will, within the lapse of a few years,
present the active transport of commercial wealth, and the daily in=
tereourse of civilized men,

It may be doubted whelher any state of the United States, all
thinzs duly considered, can present more ady s than Indiana.
Interseeted or boended in all directions by navigable rivers or lakes,
enjoying a temperate climale, and an immense variety of soil. Near
two-thirds of its territorial surface is yet in the bands of the Indians,
a temporary evil, that a short time will remedy. When all the ex-
tent om-rriud within the lo‘gﬂ limits of this state are brought iato
a sizfe of improvement, with one extremity vpon the Ohio river, and
the oppeosite Lake Michigan, with intersecting navigable streams,
Indiana will be the real link that will unite the southern and northern
tmls of the United States. The connexion between the Canadian
akes and the Obio and Mississippi rivers, is by no route so direct
us through Michigan and Wabash, and Lake Erie, Maumes
and Wabach. The route by Lake Michigan and the lilinois river
into the Mississippi is more circuitous than by that of the Wa-
:iig; ;ﬁowm‘ Michigan or Erie, and the routs t -

s basa r irremediable disadvantage, that of being in a more
northern latitude than the Wabash. . e

Whon the rivers are in a state of flood, loaded boats of i
rahie size pass from the head waters of Wabash ia:ools!fml'l';l:;
siver, the western branch of the Maumee ; the same facility
of pasiage exists between Naumee; the Chicago into the llis
uois river.®  These facts prove two things: first, the alinost perfect
level of the country, and secondly, the great case with which eanals
ca I::hf:mnd. and lh-;nrp lll;mml expense of their construction,

n present state of population, the communication by the ¥
bash and Miami of the Lakes into Laoke Erie, must pw.h{u pdv:::
tages of greatly more extensiva benefit, than by Lake Michigan and
Iinois river. ~ Many years must elapse before either is opened. The
:m\lllrarhu yet wilderness, and the right of soil in the aboriginal in-

Like lllinois territory, the state of Indiana has no mountains ; the
h“'"r'I. however more hilly than the former, particularly towards the
Ohio river.

p.".ﬂ?'bnlw'i Cincinnatl; page 222 aud 283,  Valney, Paris edition, Vel I
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The soutkeastem extremity of Indiana, between White and Ohio
rivers, is very broken. A ndge of hills commences above the junc-
tion of the Wabash and Obio, which extending in a N. E. direction
through Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, is Gnally lost in the stale of =
New-York. This ridge in Indian. separates the waters of Wabash £
from those of Ohio river ; and in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New- -
York, forms the demarkation between the streams which flow into the =
Canadian lakes from those which discharge their waters into the Ohio.
Mo part of 1his ridge is very elevated ; iis component paris are lime-
:I:du o;jnd schistose sandstone. It is‘barren of minerals except iron |

Towns—Villages—Schools,—Corydon, on the road from Louisville to
Vincennes, is now the seat of government. This town is recent, but ——
rapidly improving. The numbec of its houses or inhabitants we are
unable to state, and it would nol, if now accurately given, remain so
one j

fncennes, upon the left bank of the Wabach, is the oldest and _
the largest town in the state ; having been built by the French from ¥
€anada ; most of the inhabitants are of French extraction. The site §
of the town is level, and when in ils natural stale, was an exlensive

prairie. Thedands are fertile in a high degree. ln a commercial
point of view, the position of this town is very advantageous, and 25
must advance rapidly. Standing upon the limit of twe territorial di- =
visions, Vinceanes canuot ever again becomne the seat of government,
a loss more than compensated g; a favourable situation for agricul- '
ture, and the transport of produce to New-Orleans, Pittsburg, and in-
deed to the entire western and southern parts of the United States. =
Blackford, Harmeny, Madison, Lawrencel and Brookville, are
all towns of this state. Being of recent forma they are mostly
small, and have nothing very worthy of notice lo distinguish them
from each other. . =
No good topographical or statistical account having been ]yet pub-
lished upon this state, the data are not abundant respecting its lowns
or other antificial improvements. -
The political instilutions of this new state are honourable ina =
high degree lo lhe framers; the constitulion of the state provides
every reslraint against the encroachments of puwer, and the licen- =
tiousness of freedom, that human wisdom can ps foresee. Sla-
“'K-i' banished from the state, or rather it never was received with- 2
in its borders. The inhabitants at this moment enjoy all that liberty, =
industry, and impartial administration of justice can bestow. =
Colleges and schools can scarce be considered to exist as public.in=
sﬂtm;nm; private schools are numerous, and jncreasing with the
population.

. Productions—Steples—Flour may Le considered the principal ar-
tificial production and staple. Much of the land is weli caleulited o
produce wheat, Mill streams Rye is alio extensively eul-
tivated, and used as bread grain, to feed horses, and to supply the
distillers. Maize is, next to wheat, tlie most valuable crop enltivated.
in Indiana, The fertile alluvion upen the rivers and mauy parls ©
the prairies are admirably adapled io the produciion ol this excellent
vegelable. The quantity made from an acre of land cannot be de-
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sarmi-nad with precizion ; but the production is generally abun-
ant.

In 1l the new sertlements in the Ohio and Mississippi valiey,
maize is the crop hist resorted o for providing subsistonce and we
believe it to be the only grain that in many places would have ren-
dered seltlement possible.. The rapidity of ils growth and the eas
application of its farina 1o use, will always secure lo maize a ran|
amongst the mosl precious vegetables yot eultivated by manltind.

QOalg, barley, and buckwhent. nre also resred: the former in great
abundance as food for horses. Potaloes (Irish potatoes) are culti-
vated in plenty, as is a great variety of pulse. Pumpions, squashes,
melons, and cucumbers are cultivated and may be produced in any as-
signable quantity.

In no country could artificial meadow be made to mere advantage.
This useful part of agriculture is almost always neglected in our new
settlements, and only becomes an object of sttention when the nalu-
ral range is exhausted. The great body of the emigranis coming
from es where artificial meadows are in use, their immense bene-
Kts are not te be learned by all. .

For domestic consumplion and exportation, are made large quan-
tities of beef, . bulter, lard, bacon, leather, whizkey, and peach
brandy. With but little exception, Natchez and New Orleans are
the outlets of the surplus produce of Indiana. A few articles are oc-
ensionally sent (o Pittsburgh, bul that commerce, never extensive, is
on the deeline. The attention of the inbabitants is drawn towards
the natural channel, through which their sealth must eireulate.  Su-

r, coffee, wines, and foreign ardent spirite, are brought from New

rleans, bul of the former necessary, considerable quantity is made
in 1the eountry from the sap of the sugar maple tree.

Dry goods. hardware, ironmongery, paper, and books, are mostly
imported by the route of Pitsburg e uf all those articles, the
two latter perhaps excepled, are also imporied from New Orleans.
Saddles, bridles, hats, boots, and shoes, are manufactured, in great
part, in the state. This indeed is a trait that marks the whole west-
«rn states, that the latter indispensable articles of domeslic consump=
tion are generally 1o be found at every new seitlement. for prices
not greatly advanced above that of the same objects in largs cosmer-
cial cities on the Atlantic coast.

The same observations may be made respecting cabinet, and all
otjer kinds of household fumiture. 71'ables, chairs, and bedsteads,
are made in all the large lowns in the valleys of Ohio and Missis-
ﬂp&. wilh all the requisile qualities of elegance and strength.

cept in Lexington, Kentucky, and Fittsburg. book printing is
not yet done 10 any considerable: extent west of the Aleghany. In
these two latter places and in Cineinnati, Nashville, and some other
places, book stores have been established to considerable extent, but a
well assorted library could not be formed in any, or perbaps all those
towns. Professional men, and indeed all men who are emigrating to
the west, ought to can%“:ilh them such books as they may need. It
is not without more dilliculty than is commonly believed 1o exist. that
a selection of buoks can be made even in New-York or Phila-
delphia, much less in towns upon the Ohio or Mississippi waters,
28
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ADVICE TO EMIGRANTS.

All instruction that can be given under this bead, must be more =
rticularly addressed to ns than to citizens of the United -
g:m Each are, when removing over the Aleghany mountains into
the Ohio or Mississippi valley, passing into a nﬁi“.op, to the physical
laws of which they are strangers; the i s of the United
Staltes, if ignorant of the natural features of the seasons or ssil,
sess an adequate knowledge of the mora! and pelitical insti
of our states and territories. Though some minute shades of Jilference
exist belween the municipal ations of all our territorial sub- —
divisions, yet so much sameness prevails in the geveral structure, that
the intelligent man of New England does not find himself a foreigner
or astranger in Kentucky, Tenncssee, or even Louisiana.

“T'he Furopean, bowever well informed upon general subjects of —
jurisprudence and eivil government, has, on bis arrival in America, =
much to leamm, and in most cases much to wnlsarn.  The natives of
the British islands, from the similarity of the government under
which they bave been educated, and that of the United States and the ¢
individual states, ought to be best prepared to enter easily into a full £
comprehension of the true genius of our ical and moral constitu- g
tions. It bas been seen in practice, that a great difference exists be- =
tween the opinions formed by the latter class of emigrants, of our in- =
stitutions, and the real nature of those institutions, than could be ot
first view of the subject thought possible. No doubt the resemblance |
between the judieial establishments of the (wo countries has been eon-
sidered 100 exact, and it is also doubtless in the latter particular,
where the institutions of the United States are most in unison with
thoee of their political parent.

1t is to men who remove o the United Siates with inlention of be- =
coming citizens thereof by actual settlement, and complying with the = ==
r?ulalinru pecessary for their adoption, that these observations are = —
addressed. , ——

We would most earnestly recommend a sedulous altention lo the =
study of the constitution of the United States and of the individual
states 3 o8 also the ordinance of 1787, under the provision which =2
almost all of our territories are governed. —

The constitutions can be bad in one volume for one or two dollars :
The belter to understand the nature, scope, design, and tendeney of =
the constitution of the United States, a work written by Mr. Madison,
Mr. Alexander Hamilton, and Mr. John Jay, entitled the Federalist,
ought 1o be :m:!::!r read by every stranger, on or belore his errival
in this countcy, indeed by every malive inhabitant of the United |
States. A new and neat edition of this very valuable mass of docu-
ments has lately been given in Philadelphia, by Mr. Benjamin
Warner. . .

Upon the individual constitutions, no general commentary bas
Leen given ; bul ‘they however speak in plain language for them-
selves, and but seldom admit of ambiguity in their provisions,
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The greatest and far the most serious difference thal exists betiveen
the rights secured to or surrendered by the people, in the formation
of our various constitutions, is that of the right of sufftage. In some
siates the qualifications of voters are founded upon wealtl, snd in
some others upon the I‘g::‘;mm of taxes. In some siates there
exist restrictive disqualifications upknown in others. The qualiiies
necessary to give a title to be chosen, differ also in many very

points. All these strong outlines ought to be knowa by
c:'lgry person of even tolerable infa-muﬁon who desigos to become a
citizen,

A correlative duty to the foregoing is to use the r steps to
gain a general knowledge of the great grographical Tﬁfm ol the
:umtry. and as minute detail of the politieal divisions as possible.
Though commenly thought easy, this is a task of no common waight.
From all that we have seen of the 'Eq;rnpbiul delineations of the
United States, published in Europe, the most gross errors in science
and in moral deduction abound.  We do not exclusively allude here
to the wretched tour-writer, whose pages are at once a libel on the
United States and a stigma upon the writer, but to the most cla-
ble publications of » on the geography and topography of
America* In Neel's Allas, 1014, there is a New-Jersey on (he
Mississippi, an Indiana in Virginia, and a Franklinia in East Tennes-
see. The same want of common precision pervades all the works on
the subject, published in either Enﬁi:nd, France, or Germany, which
have found their way into our libraries, colleges, sehools or book-
stores.

The emigrant, whose information has been derived from de-
fective sources, must of course labour under the effects of the inac-
curate materials from which that information was drawn. Every in-
dividual must, to gain & true knowledge of the various parts of the
Uhited States, resort sither to Europeans who have travelled in the
country, or to native writers.  All that can be gained {rum most of the
former class, is worse than absolute ignorance. As we du nol wish to
harass the feelings of our readers with a repelition of the names of
men, who have repaid hospitality with abuse, and who have given =
finish to their characters by placing ingratitude on the foreground of
A picture that no other crime could shade, we will leave these authors
to the indignant contempt of this ectire nation, and the scoru of the
generous and just of every other.

Since the completion of the American revolutionary war, several
Europeans have visited the United States, whose minds were too ele-
vated to permit them to become libellers, and some who desired (o
describe faitbfully without cither expressing blame or panegyric.
From such writers much useful knowledge ‘can be gained. The
Marquis Chattellux, Brissot de Warville, and Volaey, were of this
class. Their writings contain many. valuable facts, upon the man-

ners and customs of the f the United States, and 1
suil, climate, and ploducl}am"'. ol the United Sia and upon its

" See page 4, of this Treatise,
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such information a¢ they possess, and very few are disposed to de-
ceive. They are,in fact, a bold, open, in{llli'ml. and candid body
of men., They are the links of a chain of extensive communication.

Like all other men of the west, the farmers and traders have a pe- =
ngers, even {rom =
the castem side of the Aleghany, are very apt to mistake for want of -
The faet is Lrr otherwiee : =

culiar apparent carelessness of manner, which stra

attention to those who address them.
often when the traveller is thus thrown from his guard, he is in the
presence of a man who pepetrates the inmost recesses of his soul, and
who will recount to his companions the very train of reflection passing
in the mind of the stranger during this inspection.

One of the greatest and most fatal faulls committed by Europeans

when in this, as they term it, verge oi civilized life, is undervaluing
the inbabitants, It is in many respects a very natural result of the
accounts published and read in Europe. One traveller, who, between

New-York and Philadelphia composed two large volumes on the
zeneral characteristics of the United States, very gravel ipfo'rm his =
civilization

readers, that in recsdin% from those eitics, the scale o
lowers, until upon the Obio and Mississippi the savage state com-
mences, Tho:ﬁh it can hardly be suppesed that many persons can
be dupes to such representations, yet, from their tenor, prejudices
must follow in the minds of those who read them. [t is against tlre

5 of such ill-judged colouring we now wish to

emigrant. These calumnies do very little harm to the objects, but

are extremely mischievous to those who travel the interior of the |
United States under their influence. Hatred and contempt are plants
of easy growth, and very difficull 1o eradicate when once rooted in |

the human heart.
With a good personal character and suavity of manners, it is almost

impossible for any man to reside three months on the western side of =

the Aleghany mountaius without finding employment sufficient to
vide for his subsistence. Every man who carries with him those

requisites will find a kind welcome every where, and a disinterested =

advice in most intelligent men he meets.

All trades are wanted, especially those necessary for the sup- —
ply of the most pressing wants of new settlers, such as carpenters, ==

masons, smiths, wheelwri tanners, curriers, tailors, shoe-makers,
halters, saddlers, and cabinet makers. F :

Mere labourers, however, who possess no handicraft, are as certain
of employment as any class of men ; o great is the task of clearing

land, P‘D::E‘Ii“‘. sowing, reaping, threshing grain, and other business =

of husbandry, that all men can find work, who are disposed to gain
an hanest and virtuous subsistence. To the latter, and to common
Journeymen mechanics, we desire to point out a rock, that, as they

value (uture reputation and happiness, must be avoided ;—it is the |

idle waste of Saturday alternocons in play, or what is worse, in the
grog-shop. Why this part of time should be so unprofitably thrown
away as il is, it would K: difficult to explain ; but the facis are too
numerous to be doubted. Thousands whe labour, atientively,
through five aud a hall days, lose the fruits of their toil and their
peace of mind in the other half, and rise upon the morning of the true

ard the =
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day of rest much more inelined to repeat debauch, than to perform
the sacred duties, that all laws, divine and human, have imposed ;
duties, that to perform, 1s to secure the highest enjoyment of which
our nalure is susceptible. - ;

Let the poorest young man of from twenty to thirty years of age,
who'finds himself in the theatre we have under our view, only turn
his eye towards the different members of saciety, and at every glance
he will find men in different circumstances, who, at a similar
with his own, had no other patrimony but health of body and mind,
and who experienced no other good fortune but the effects of well-
conducted laboar. I from Europe, he will find nothing of the hau-
teur of high life, towards men wheo are en in honest industry.
He is there ralieved from that deprossion of heart that arises from con-
tumely, * the proud man’s scorn.” Treated o3 a parly to a fair
contract, and not as a dependant, his mind expands, his nature be-
comes daily more exalted, and feelings and virtues arise in his soul
of which ke had no previous conception,

Many will say that (hese observations can ouly a to the
of the ‘states and territories where slavery is pumﬂbf T
however, not the fact ; a residence of sixteen years in places where
sh\-c_ry is prevalent; ensbles us to conlradict a general expression,
that in such places, whites, performing manual labour, are confounded
in the meral estimates of the peoplo with slaves.  Though less t
i certainly paid 1o useful labour in the slave states than where li the
culies of life are performed by the whites ; yet the distance between
the two races of men are in all cases immense. So deep, profound,
and inveterate is the feeling on that subject, that not any where in
the United States, ean properly, sobriely, intelligence, and every
other advantage, except colour, raise in public opinion a man the
most remotely allied to the African, to a rank equal to the meanest
white.  Any person who resides a few years in Louisiana will be
wilness 10 some very remarkable exemplifications of this innate con-
tempt for all those whese affinity involve them in the contumely
Lesped upon men degraded by slavery. =

ue of the most wnltll'{.plnlm in the two states of Louisiana
and Mississippi have made their oulset as mechanies, They are now
respected, in exact rtion as their conduct merits. There
exicls no country where skilful mechanics, particularly carponters,
blacksmiths, millwrights, bricklayers, and tanners, have a more
fruitiul field before them than in Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.
Ifattentive o the duties ol their professions, they incur ne risk of
Leing confounded with any class of men but the virluous and the
honest. Y

One circumstance aL can degrade the white man in any part
@l e United States, to a level with the slave ; that is bis own smoral
dereliction. 1t is this source from which has flowed almost all
!ll-' supposed contempt experienced in the southern states by labour-
ing men. ; .

The whole of these admonitory lessons may be summed up in few
words ; that wilh caution, tewpersnce, bonesty and indusicy, most
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men will oot only secure compatence, but wealth, in any part of the
valleys ol Ohio and Mlgsiaipl)t L .

The lessons that can be given respecting health would be in great
part a repetition of whal has, or might be, said on the subject of
wealth.
mected with the latter ; that is, exposure to night air. 1o all places
in the United States south of Tennestee, sud in summer, in man
r!aueu north of that state, night air is extremely deleterious, Travel-
ers unacquamted with the peculiar circumstances of these regions are

apt to neglect, or are uninformed what proper pncamiuﬂs to toke to |

rovide for their own safety.®* Man is so constituted as to compel
im, in order 10 enjoy a healthy stale of body or mind, to sleep one-
third his time; and any circumstance that deranges this natural
eourse for any length of time, superinduces pain and disease. We are
er-uided that no little ol the ordinary mortality prevalent upen the
Emlu of the Mississippi and its confluent streams, arises from undue

exposure to night dews and want of rest. Regimen must be left to _
the habits, temperament, and pursuits of the individual ; no advice

from anuther; or even rules adopted personally, can be undeviatingly

%  pursued.

Perplexity of mind oflen leads to disease.
to witness some fatal instances whee death could be traced from dis-
appoeinied hopes.  In no country has =0 m
founded inflations of mind been exhibited, as in the countries we
have reviewad in this treatise.

has been fostered, the chagrin that foilows failure must be in

proportion to the warmith which hopes of suecess have been cherished. £

Circumstances of bitter regret sometimes happen where the sul-
ferer has been guilty of no other fault than credulity. Land purchases
are abundant, where the purchasers struggled for l{Ife. against the el-
fects of one roinous step.  The causes are numerous why emigrants,
particularly Evropeans, ovught to proceed with the utmost caution in
the purchase of landed property. If the purchases are made from

the United States’ governmeni, no apprebension need be indulged =
respecling title ; but great care should be used in choosing the spot. ==
The advice of persons long resident ought to be taken as it respecls __

advantages of commerce, agriculture, bealth, and other local con-
veniences.

1f the purchase is made from private persons, too much care cannot £

be used in conveyance. In ihe state of Louisiana and Missouri ler-

ritory, landed estate is tacilly morlgaged for its own price,—conse- _

uently, it becomes the imperative duty of a purchaser to ascertain
:Lat the payments have been made upon former sales, and that the
chain of title is clear from the first grantee 10 the seller,

The maost radieal fault committed by emigrants respecting land, is,
the purchase of too much
ner, which could be much more beneficially employed upon the
complete cultivation of a lesser quantity. he probable rise in the
price of land is no excuse for this error.

*See page 40 of this Treatise.
a8

There is one circumstance in the former case but littie con- =

We have been forced ¢
mistances of those un- 2

As every uluu';:nu of expectation [

, and the investment of capital in that man- |

Where one man has gained |

slide 64



208 EMIGRANT’S GUIDE.

by the n;_‘mﬂhﬁon in value of land, filly have become rich Ly its

its. hmiga!%x&td‘m’linamﬂrﬂwm

of the great expanse h men exist in new settlements.

The accumulation of land assumes the madness of avarice. Land is
not from any pmlrm of cultivation, but from vanity.

So prevalen! is the foregoing propensity in the western states, that
many persons are ingulphed unwarily, who would, upon mature re- =
ﬂeolin. severely condemn their own inadvertence. [t may not be s
thought probabie, but is nevertheless a fact, that within the last twenty =2
years vo subject has Leen more productive of ruin, to the people of E
the western states, than indisereet land purchases.

The farmer, who with a moderate capital and a family, eught to ==
prefer a small, fertile and well sitvated tract as his place of begin- —— —————————=—_
ning. His surplus ought to be appropriated to improvement, and —— — — —
will if judiciously applied produce more and in a time than
il vested in superfluous landed estate.

To men who remove into the western or southern estates with mo-
ney, (his is a rock of templation upen which they are very liable to
be dashed. So many have invelved themselves by putehuh&:nd, ==
a.il every I;irl is lad hnb:lm the monied ml;ngunl to in% i e

eve, s purse, embarrassments created by the he is EeSea—=
mruh:{ei' lo wm:s a X ':q . 2

t might be expecled that something ought to ressed to pro-
fessional men. There is, hmter.'ﬁnm observation Ih%unp':e
made as respects either of the learned professions, that they have the
same chances of success as other classes in society, if removing to
the westward, The same perseverance, allention 1o their respective =
duties, and superiority of talent, which ensures superiority in other
pursuits, will produce the same effeet with the lawyer or the physi-
cian. We can only say, we have never known an individual fail, = —————
from Pﬁum 1o New-Orleans, in either of the two latter professions, =—=
who ved to r. :

T'o merchants nothing need be addressed, The nature of mercan-
tile transaclions are nearly the same in all places.

In enumerating the list of authors who have written upon any part
of the Ohio and Mississippi valleys, it may excile some ise o =
ﬁ:d&:-!::u:&uall;butum have been difficult to it,
w t including names that, to speak charitably, would convey no
nuhlinhnng ¥ 0
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Background: underpass mural, Lincoln route, Joliet, lllinois.
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Davlin, Marion (1918). History of Davlin School, Cuba Township.
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Seventh and eighth grade students throughout Lake County compiled the 1918 School History notebooks in celebration of the lllinois Centennial. The
histories feature photographs and accounts from students and teachers at the one-room schoolhouses. In addition, information on the settlement history of

the area is often included, along with photos of early families, businesses and residences.

1918 School Histories, Lake County, lllincis. Collection # 50355.
Lake County History Archives at Discovery Museum.
Found at http://www.Icfpd.org/discovery_museum/index.cfm
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Tecumsah-Harrison Elementary School. 2" Street at Jefferson, Vincennes, Indiana.
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(1918). Rondout School History.

Seventh and eighth grade students throughout Lake County compiled the 1918 School History notebooks in celebration of the lllinois Centennial. The
histories feature photographs and accounts from students and teachers at the one-room schoolhouses. In addition, information on the settlement history of
the area is often included, along with photos of early families, businesses and residences.

1918 School Histories, Lake County, lllinois. Collection # 50355.

Lake County History Archives at Discovery Museum.
Found at http://www.Icfpd.org/discovery_museum/index.cfm
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pages 39-40
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Written by

Mabel Eiserman (1880)
Clela Stuff (1880)
Cornelius Newbose (1885)
SilvinDuba (1885)
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(1918). History of Avon Township, School District 47.

Seventh and eighth grade students throughout Lake County compiled the 1918 School History notebooks in celebration of the lllinois Centennial. The

histories feature photographs and accounts from students and teachers at the one-room schoolhouses. In addition, information on the settlement history of

the area is often included, along with photos of early families, businesses and residences.

1918 School Histories, Lake County, lllinois. Collection # 50355.
Lake County History Archives at Discovery Museum.
Found at http://www.Icfpd.org/discovery_museum/index.cfm
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Mrs. F.C. Doolittle. page 44, top
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Background: underpass mural, Lincoln route, Joliet, lllinois.
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(1918). Fort Hill School. Avon Township, Lake County, lllinois.

Seventh and eighth grade students throughout Lake County compiled the 1918 School History notebooks in celebration of the lllinois Centennial. The
histories feature photographs and accounts from students and teachers at the one-room schoolhouses. In addition, information on the settlement history of
the area is often included, along with photos of early families, businesses and residences.

1918 School Histories, Lake County, lllinois. Collection # 50355.

Lake County History Archives at Discovery Museum.

Found at http://www.Icfpd.org/discovery_museum/index.cfm
http://www.idaillinois.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/lakecoun001&CISOPTR=617&REC=5
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Looking up with one of the sweetest little
smiles in her baby-face, a small girl, perhaps
seven or eight years of age, replied to my
question :

“ 1 work at feathers.”

Hers was not the rosy, dimpled, child-face
whose type is familiar in all our happy homes.
She was thin in flesh, and pale ; yet the bright,
mirthful eyes, and the peculiarly infantile ex-
pression about the mouth, intinated that hap-
piness and love were not altogether strangers
to her life.

It was in one of the evening, or night"
schools, as they are more properly called, of
New York City, and she was one of the hun-
dred thousand working children in that me.
tropolis, who, after a day of toil, try these un-
certain night paths to knowlerlge.

o you care to hear her brief story ?

She was ten years of age-—none are ad-
mitted to the evening schools younger than
that. Her sister, not yet old enough to come
to school, worked with her at stripping fea.
thers in an establishment on Walker Street.

“What kind of feathers are they, and
what kind of work is stripping feathers?" we
asked.

“Why, like that i your hat” said the
bright little creature, looking astonished at
my ignorance. *That is what they are hike
when we have finished thew ; but we girls
work at them before they arc dyed. I make
about three dollars a week, and my sister—
she is only six years old—uhe does not make
as much; sometimes a dollar a week, some-
times more."

Her father was dead, and her sickly mother
could earn but a little money by sewing.
Such is the pitiful story of thousands in this
great Babel of business, pleasure, wealth,
poverty, fashion, and suffering.

Soon the invalid mother will pass away,
confiding her little ones to the mercy of a
leavenly Father. Will He send guardian
angels to watch over them, to protect their
litthe steps and strengthen them for a struggle
with the desting which stares them in the
face, and that seems inevitable ?

Ah! if these litle children were ours!
But they are not.  We can go away and for-
get them Our Litle ones are safely housed
anc kept.  Man is not his brother's keeper,
and we are not bound to look after other
people’s children,

That peeoliar expression of the child's
movth ! How it carries me home to a face
mwch stealler and younger, belonging to a
little sprite who shall never work ten hours a
day al * feathers.”

But how do I know what she will do?
How many or how few unfortunate tumns of
the inexorable wheel of human events would
be necessary to place her there, side by side
with those sad little toilers ?

Alas! why must we be so selfish that we
can feel nothing but that which touches our-
selves, our hearts, our pleasures, or our pock-
ets?

And since 50 many children are bern into
the world without competent protectors from
its evils, why is innocence left in ignorance
and poverty, to stumble and fall under temp-
tation? And when is that ever-present enig-
ma to be solved which Carlyle suggests as the
great problem of life :—*“So many shirts in
the world, and so many shirtless backs ; how
to get the shirtless backs into the shirts?"

So many little unprotected children in the
world, and so many rich men and women
with warm human hearts ; how 1o get these
children into these hearts? How to show
people who are anxious to save a suffering
and perishing world, that the place to begin
is the cradle, just as they would begin with a
very young plant in order to fashion the tree
in symmetry.

Inquiries by the United States Commission-
er of Education, seeking the solution of such
problems, have elicited facts respecting the
number and condition of the poor children in
this city, which, it is believed, will be of inter-
est to every thinking man and woman in the
country.

How few residents of Manhattan Island
realize, or are even aware of the fact, that
within its confines are at least one hundred

Children Who Work (p.607). in Holland, J.G. (1870). Scribner’'s Monthly, an lllustrated Magazine for the People. New York: Scribner & Co.

Found at Cornell University website through link at Library of Congress/ American Memory website.
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thousand children—the adjacent cities con.
tain perhaps as many more—io whom the
morning light on six days of the week brings
only toil.  For these children there are no
schools, no nuttings in the woods, no bright
walks in Central Park. They are prematiire-
ly burdened with the cares of life ; dwarfed
in stature from the lack of proper nutrintent ;
by confinement in the bad air of workshops ;
by the bearing of heavy burdens, and the de.
privation of such recreations as a normal
childhood imperatively demands.  They may
be seen in the early morning, in all portions
of the city, among the laboring throng, hasten-
ing with serious mien to the service of the
day.

When Briareus handed industry knocks at
the gates of the momning, we are apt to think
only of strong men and healthy women. But
here, side by side with these, are frail little
forms, too often but poorly protected against
the wintry blast.

Did you, reader, ever reflect that many
children begin the terrible struggle of life for
food, shelter, and clothing, at an age when
others are scarcely out of their cradles ?

Bestow more than a passing glance upon
these little ones now, if you never did before.
It is much too early for school, yet each child
is carrying what appears to be a lunch in
basket, paper, or bag.  Evidently they belong
to this class of working children. The lunch
will be needed at moon ; for ten hours must
pass before the tired feet can take their home-
ward way.

Where are the children going? What do
they find to do?

If you care to know, go with me to the
night schools, and afterward to the various
factories where these night students toil.
The teachers keep upon the school registers
a faithful record of the employment of each
pupil, and among them, probably, almost
every occupation which the wants of man
sustain is represented, cither by adult students
or children.

You will be astonished by the vast number
of oceupations in which boys and girls under
the age of fifteen years are made to earn from
lifty cents to five dollars per week. Nearly
two hundred different employments are re-

corded in a single school for boys.  They
manufacture ink, tassels, tin boxes, whale-
bones, whips, tobacco, toys, soap, shirts, ropes,
picture frames, paper collars and boxes, min-
eral waters, fans, feathers, corks, chignons,
brushes, brier-wood pipes, bonnet frames, Lot-
tles, bags, beads, artificial flowers, and bird-
cages. They are apprentice-boys, cash and
errand boys ; they work at hair-picking and
map-coloring ; they post bills and tend stands.
Two have given their occupation as * Sex-
ton's assistant.” Some of these trades are
rather high-sounding for boys, such as black-
smithing, carpentering, and architecture ; but
it would scem that nearly every business pur.
sued by adults admits of the employment of
children in some of its more simple details,

In the girls' schools many of these same
employments are registered as followed by
them. It seems evident that parents of the
litle workers are not particular what the
children do, so that it brings them bread.
While boys make ladies’ chignons, girls run
on ertands for the stores.  On the register of
one night school for girls are recorded the
names of fifty as “ errands " for a single large
dry goods firm.

Frequently items appear upon the registers
indicating 2 little sentiment of pride or am-
bition in these night students. The hotel
chambermaid or cook invariably gives her
occupation as * housekeeper.”” One little
girl of eleven years professes to be a “sales
lady.” FEighty little girls at one school are
registered as “nurses.” They are employed
all day at home “taking carc of the baby
while mother goes out to wash." Some quite
small girls, working in type-foundries, give their
occupation as “ type-setting ;" but their work
is merely placing the types in rows upon a
“ setting-stick.”

Having visited as many night schools as
possible in our limited time, and learned from
the younger children where they or any chil-
dren they may know work, we are ready to be-
gin our tour of the factories and workshops.

The Commissioner of Education in Wash.
ington wishes to ascertain, as nearly as possi.
ble, how many children under fifteen years of
age are pursuing ““avocations” instead of being
in school.  Hut we soon tind that it will not do

CHILDREN WHO WORK.
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tosay anything about schools or school ages, if
we wish to learn facts. A majority of employ-
ers were found to be either afraid or ashamed
to acknowledge that they employ children.

For instance, we know that children of both |

sexes are emploved in eutting corks ; but gen-
tlemen in that business, to whom we apply
for information, declare that no children work
for them.

“ How old are your youngest * hands 2"

“We have none younger than cleven or
twelve," i

It seems, then, that workers of this age nre
not considered as children by many employ-
ers, and we only arouse their suspicion and
opposition by calling them so.  Therefore our
mquiries in future will refer only to “ young
people " —boys and girls.  We find a retired
cork-cutter who informs us that the number
of “young people ™ employed in the hllsinll:':is
conld not be less than one thowsand, which
number would be increased fivefold but for
the extensive importation of corks ready cut,

Three or four thousand girls work in the

Vou.. L—ma

| the room door leading to the front office

| years of age.

| take the time.

n“:og

various book-binding establishments of
A part of the work is simple
such as

the city.
and swited to litthe childee
folding and ;:;tthcri:ng the material, It
is thought that at least half the girls
working thus are under fifteen years of
age

Large mumbers of children are en-
ploved in the manufacture of enve-
lopes, there being about cight  thou-
sand, it 5is sail, in the city, fully one
fourth of whom are under fifieen years
of age. “They gum, separate, and sord
the envelopes, lming paid three and a
half cents per thousand, and earning
about three dollars per week. "The
work seems to be plensant, clean, and
the rooms tolerably well ventilated. In
this and some other kinds of work, the
chiel aljection seems to be, that while
the children are earning their three dol-
lars  per they cannot be in
school, acquiting the education so ne-
cessry o and prepare them
praperly for the struggles and compe-
titions of life. .

Some children give their occupation
as workers in gold-eaf. This work requires the
careful exclusion of every breath of air from
the room, the leaf is so very light.  The one
work-room  we visited was better ventilated
than I expected to find it, and much betier
than most establishments of the kind, it was
stated—some air being admitted by keeping

week

anm

open.  Great skill is required in handling the
thin, frail leaf, and most of the girls cngngﬂl
in this work were found to be over thirteen

Little children are registered as employed
in *“burnishing " china, silver, and gold ware.
The idea that heedless childhood could be
tristed to polish our beautiful “sets” our
silver tea-pots, pitchers, cups, and similar
articles in gold, scemed so interesting that I
took some trouble to see them work,
after going to three places where they had
not time, or rather did not care to talk about
it, found one gentleman who was willing to
Here were girls thirteen years
of age and upward, sitting in rows before a
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long table, leaning forward, the handles of the
burnishers—curious-looking steel instruments
~—pressed against the breast, and using them
very skillfully in polishing a variety of beauti-

ful and costdy articles. When I remarked |

that this labor and the position of the worker
must be very injurious, and liable to perma.
nently injure the lungs, I was informed that
the girls complain of little inconvenience after
the first weck or so, although men wlo some-
times work at burnishing find it necessary to
wear breast-plates for protection.

There are, it is thought, about eight thou-
sand girls employed in the manufacture of
paper collars, one-fourth of whom are under
fifteen years of age. The youngest children
bend the collars, and perform many other
simple details of the work. ‘The swiftness
and skill attained by some of the older girls,
in counting and putting up the collars, is truly
astonishing. One whom I saw at work counts
and boxes twenty thousand in a day of ten
hours.  Another, whose business is to paste
lining on the button holes of the collars, three
on cach, lined five thousand as a day's work.

The making of paper boxes employs at
least ten thousand children.  An idea may be
formed of the immense number of boxes that
must be made, from the numbers and varie-
ties to be seen thrown away every day, from
the match-box up. In the class of shelf
boxes alone we are shown two hundred dif.
ferent sizes,  The larger boxes are made in
factories, but the material for the smaller and
cheaper varieties is taken home by children,
and there “worked up.” Many become very
expert in the use of the material. A teacher
of a night schoal exhibited a present she had
received from a pupil, of a miniature paste.
board house and lot, yard, garden, and out-
houses complete.

But in all these hundreds of occupations
which busy the skilled fingers of little children,
the greatest number, and those of the most
tender age, are engaged in the preparation of
feathers, flowers, and tobacco—mere luxuries,
yet considered so indispensable by a majority
of men and women.

Reader, if this fact should seem to you of
any special significance, and if it should sug-
gest serious thoughts occasionally, do not drive

them away, but entettain them kindly. [ do
not desire to plant thorns in any of your
Howers. Far from it. But may it not be
hoped that the fine lady, luxuriating in form
of airy beauty, grace, and harmony will some-
times think pitifully and helpfully of the little
children ; that the man of ease, contentedly
smoking his pipe or cigar, or rolling the sweet
morsel under his tongue, may occasionally be
carried in imagination to the filthy rooms where
young children—almost babes—spend the
long day in “stemiming™ the weed,

Do you think God intended ehildhood as a
season for drudgery ?  If not, can any of you
suggest some good plan by which the “rights”
of children may be secured to them? Women
who are already awake to some of the greal
issues of the hour, will you now arouse more

| fully to the importance of educating the chil

dren?  Is not the guestion a fundamental
one? And the mghts of all children once
secured, will not the world then be right ?

With the addresses of a dozen or more
feather and artificial flower establishments in
various portions of the city, nearly three days
were passed in the vain attempt to witness
and sketch the simple operations of stripping
or cutting feathers. The manufacturers in
this business are remarkably fearful of the
light, and have adopted stringent rules—unal-
terable as the lawsof the Medes and Persians—
excluding all visitors from their work-rooms ;
but some of them refuse us politely and invent
the best excuses they can.

One proprietor has no young girls at work,
just mow, either in the feathers or flowers;
another is making repairs ; one, whose refusal
is expressed beforehand in his forbidding face,
informs us that he has “no time to be bothered ;
the young people are well encugh off; never
¥ou mind them.”

The gentleman in charge of the establish.
ment on Walker Street, where our little friend
of the night school works, was polite and will-
ng togive information, but as determined as
others not to admit visitors.  Another gentle-
man assured us frankly that no manufacturer
of feathers and flowers in the city would allow
visitors in his work-room, and the reason
given is that each has particular patterns of
his own, and fears that they may bo copied

by others. Some, it is stated, even send their
“hands" to seek work in other establish.
ments, and, after a few days, take them back
to enjoy the benechit of what they may have
ll‘.'ll'l'l('d.

When quite discouraged we found a very
small workshop, one of hundreds carried on
in the city, employing about a dozen girls,
The proprictor, a Frenchman, who is just
i.meutm.'ing business, was not only willing to
let us sketch the little girls at work, but de-
sired o picture made of the larger girls curling
the colored feathers and preparing the flowers.
Al seemed pleased with the idea of baing
“opait into a beok.”

Manufacturers of feathers and flowers say
that there are engaged in this work as many
as ten thousand girls in New York and Brook-
Iyn. two-thirds of whom are under fifteen years
of age, and some as young as six and seven.
I'he work done by the youngest children is
simple, and manufacturers insist that it is very
casy, consisting merely of stripping or cutting

CHILDREN WHO WORAL

the feathers and wtringing them, preparatory |

o d_\.'e:[n.p" or lJrr_p:u’ing the material for
flowers ]Jy c:|11.1|i_'.' l.[l|1|||!- lllll.'l':llil'"‘l.ﬂ.
It is thought much more pleasant than
any other work in which ]argl: numbers
of children are engaged. The work-
rOOns foul with unhealthful
odors, but are generally tolerably well
ventilated.  Yet the children do not
thrive upon this “easy " work. Few of
them look as children should—fat, rosy,
and cheerful,

Many thousands of children, some of
them very small, are at. work in the to-
bacco factories of New York City.
More than one thousand are employed
by a single firm, and there are hundreds
of smaller  establishments  scattered
through the city, sometimes consisting
uf ]l]t.‘ﬂ:l_ﬁ' [hl: |III:!llI».‘I"5 li[ a !lillglﬁ
family. Permits to visit the i:ﬂ'gl'r fac-
tores are not c:hml:r obtained.  In this
l'la.rl.. Llj!il!, ]J",,Jrifllll’b hl\-‘[' Il'll‘.lhlujs DE
work which they jealously guard.

w1 have expostulated,” said the man-
ager of one of the oldest tobacco estab-
lishments, as he gave us a permit to visit
the factories under his charge, “against

are not

it
thl: cmploymcnt l.'ll. ;\'Fllll'.lg l:hi]dr‘:ll: !Fllt lhl:
overseers say that the children will go else-
where and get work ; that their parents are in
want and need their labor, and so it seems
impaossible to avoid hiring them.”

In one of their fictories the youngest child
employed is four years of age, the oldest per-
son a woman of ci'ghl_\'. They work side Ly
sidle.

Children so young as four years, we are
told, are not regularly hired, but, in cases
where their parents or guardians are employ-
ed, are brought with them for safe krcping,
and as it is quite impossible for them to “keep
still® all the time, they are glad w imitate the
others in * stemming,” and are soon able to
add a dollar to the weekly wages of mother,
sister, or grandmother.  Thus they learn the
business, and in the course of a vear or two
become regular * hands."

l saw o '\'l1l"\' ]Kfll_\' ﬁlﬂl.' 1J.'|.l}", l.'l.'[l;l]lﬂl}l' not
more than four years of age, trying to leamn.
She looked very demure, sitting upon an in-
verted basket, and oceasionally glancing side.

POUE ARE ERGHTY,
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ways at visitors.  Fvery worker in this room,
we are told, is Irish ; but this narsling, with her
prominent forehead, delicate features, bl
eyes, and golden hair, looks more like a stray
fairy who has lost her way and falien into the
foulest and darkest of prisons.

The entire building steams with the fumes
of tobacco, and some of the rooms are posi-
tively unbearable to those not necustomed to
the odor. The rooms where the women and
children work are the least objectionable ; but
they are dreadinl places for young children to
grow up in:

The youngest girls are separated from each
other in their work by a goodly number of
steady old women being placed between
them, “ otherwise, you know,” said our cice-
rone, *“the children would play.”  They sit
upon benches, ranged along in regular rows,
quite near together. At the end of every
bench hang wpon the wall numbers of hoop-
skirts, ready for duty upon the street- when it
15 time to go home, but unnecessary and in-
it about the work.

Ten thousand children, it is said, are work-
ing in tobacco, in New York and Brooklyn, for
ten hours a day, six days of the week, and
fully five thousand of them are believed to
be under fifteen years of age. Children in
many cases supply the places of more mature
hands, and thus offer the employer an oppor-
tunity for gain not to be resisted as long as
other manufacturers with whom he must com-
pete employ this cheap labor.

Were stringum laws passed, similar to those
existing in some of the New England States,
regulating the employment of children under
a certain age, many of the employers would
accept the change, and would co.operate with
others in arranging for a voluntary system of
half-time schools ; while not a few declare that
such a system * wouldn't work," they * couldn’t
be bothered with it”

Tell them of the good results at Indian
Orchard, and other places, from’ hal-time
schools, they say :—*“0, in New England things
can be done that can't be done anywhere
clic.  Besides, in New England they work
more hours than we do here.  Our children
can have an extra two hours for evening
school.™

conve

CIOPTING TORACTL,

I thought of the weary forms and heavy
eyelids 1 had seen in all the evening schools
with a feeling of despair. Could anything be
more pitiful than the attempts of children,
under such conditions of mind and body. to
learn the difference and ¢, or
to master the absurdities of our spelling ?

In a subterranean apartmient a few dozen
boys are at work t‘l\n'pilihg the weed in s
rough form, preparing it for the process of
softening in brine for the *stemmers” A
little light comes in from somewhere, enough
for us to distinguish the utter dre s of
the scene. The little stove in the middle of
the cellar fails to overcome the dampness of
the atmosphere, but the exercise seems to
kecp the boys warm, Most of them, as might
be expected, are chewing tobacco,

Many other details of the work in tobacee,
which mast be passed over for want of space,
are performed by boys and girls.  An under.
sized girl of twelve we saw elevated upon a
box feeding a large machine. Her labor, it is
stated, is equal in quantity and quaﬁt_r to that
of an adult.

Interesting boys of ten or cleven were
keeping the knives of a cutting machine
clear by using a sponge saturated with rum,
thus heing brought in contact at once with
two brother vices of society—mm and tobac-
co. They are getting their education, If

between b
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they prove apt scholars we may expect them
to graduate in a few years.

In addition to the outrage of sacrificing the
health and educational interests of children
by keeping them at mechanical drudgery near-
ly all their waking hours, certain kinds of
\abor they perform are absolutely dangerous
to life and limb. At the evening schools we

|

heard of girls who, while working m twine |

manufactories, had lost one and two joints of |

their fingers. ‘The principal of one school
stated that last winter she had ten girls who
had lost the initial finger from the right hand,
and therefore could not be tanzht to write.
One child, who learned to write with the left
hand, came toschool afterwards with the ini-
tial finger of that hand also gone. It was
Laken off in the twisting machinery at a twine
factory,

Determined to see this termble machine,
we learned the address of the largest tw
establishment in the city, and away up town,
nearly to Central Park, we went one bitter
cold day, so cold that to keep our conrage up
it needed the reflection that little girls, thi ly
clad, struggle through such weather all win-
ter long, plunge into it from hot work.rooms
and with vitality consumed by labor in impure
air.

We found about three hundred persons at
work, two hundred of them being children
wnder fifteen years of age, and nearly all girls,
whiv spin, wind, and twist the flax.

.l\'llf welre .\lilil\'ll a b'('l‘rlp' 1\“('"‘}’["\.'[“_‘ A I|i:|'||_‘
for ]Ifll‘.k“llg the flax, tended by ten :»tlml]r
little Loys of twelve or thirteen years of age,
five on each end, 'I'hu}' were mo ed LT
a platform to enable them to reach and
change the clamps which beld the flax.  This
monster machine, which supersedes the small
hacklers upon which our grandmothers dressed
their flax, requires to be fed at either end con
l'il!l.nlll:‘-|y, and it works with the regul writy anel
remorselessness of fate. Not discovering
this pecnliarity at first, and observing the boys
working for dear life, we remarked to the pro-
prietor: * These boys seem to be trymg to
show off befors you"—*"“ No," he replied,
“the machine keeps them at it

“Is it not better for them than running in
the streets ™ asked the proprietor,

“ Better than that, yes ; but how are they
1o be educated 7 ™

“They nearly all go to evening schools.”

Studying in the evening after working like
this all day ! No wonder they fall asleep over
their lessons

‘Ihis tread-mill of a machine made me for-
get for a moment the terrible twisters we came
Omly for a moment.  Descending to
the next foor we find a few women at work,
amd a few boys, but nearly all girls, of varions
ages, and engaged in many different labors,
but all of one complexion—sooty, primy,
dusty, flaxy: all were dressed in a coarse
skirt of hemp, often ragged and tattered
They ran from one corner of the room to
another, carrying heavy boxes and armfuls of
bobbins. You might almost imagine they
were having a grand play, with such celerity
do they fly from place 1o place ; but the litde
faces are very sober, some thin and pale, and
all appear to have arrived at a * realizing
sense " of the burthens of life.  There is one
wiclding a broomn almost twice as high as her-
self, and almost as large around as her legs ;
the thinness of the latter showing painfuliy
under her short tattered dress.  1f she could
go to the Children's Aid Society's schools for
cven a part of the day, they would dress her
warmly, and give her at least one nourishing
meal in the twenty-four hours,

Here are the dreadfnl twisting  machines,
very disappointing in appearance, seeming to
be only long rows of spindles stretching from
one end of the room to the other, with nothing
peculiarly dangerous about them, The pro
prietor is anxious to confirm the impression
cansed by their harmless appearance.

A few girls” he says, “have had their
fingers Aurt in these machines ; but it was al-
ways in cases where they forgot or neglected
their work 1o talk or play. The twisters are
not more dangerous than other machines at
which children work.™

I asked a little girl who had lost the fourth
finger of ber right hand how it happened, and
she replied :—

‘It was the rule that we go to help the
others, and 1 went to helpa girl, and she kept
twisting the twine so,"” giving her hands a great
fourish. But my little finger always #id stick

10 see.

slide 142



. big

CHILDREN WHO WORK.

out from the others, and it got canght among
the flax, and 1 knew it would take my hand
off, and I jerked it out with all my might, and
anly lost half the finger.  If I had been slow,
my hand would have been taken off”

"Ihis 1s the simple story of a girl of twelve
years. She was trying to imitate one more
skillful than hersell ‘The stories of other
fingers lost in twine factories would differ Lut
slightly from this. A moment's forgetfulness
of the danger, but one moment of yielding to
the universal childish impulse 1o play, and the
wischiel is done,

It is expected that penalties must follow
violations of the law of mechanics, as of other
laws, but children should not be placed in
sitvations where so sad a penalty is the result
of a moment's inattention.  Their innocence
amd ignorance appeal for protection against
the possibility of such calamities. An en.
gine of 150 horsepower, driving a balance-
wheel of 18,000 pounds weight, is an irresist-
ible force when it clashes with the little finger
of a child.  Should not children's fingers be
protected from the destruction threatened by
stch machinery, in some manmer, by law if
nit otherwise ?

Hut if the situation of children engaged in
regular employment is so sad, what can be
said of those who are drifting about the streets
of the city, without any real homes or steady
employment, but supporting a miserable ex-
istence by such irregular work as they can
ubtain—living “ by their wits."  From fifteen
to twenty thousand is considered a mode-
rate estimate of the number of boys and
girls sitmated thus in the midst of this great
centre of wealth and refinement.  Many
of these are orphans — others worse than
orphans — ehildren of criminals and poor
wretches sunk deep in the degradation of
drunkenness.  Some are ranaways from other
cities; some are children of emigrants whose
parents die upon the way here ; some have
fathers in the army and no mothers ; others
have invalid mothers and no' fathers. Their
daily portion is hunger, cold, and misery of
almost every deseription. They may be seen
almost every day upan the street, bent double,
staggering under heavy loads, sweeping the
crossings, or begging. Sometimes they go

without food until sick with hunger. Often
their loathing of the miserable holes they call
home is so great that they seek lodging in the
station-house, and not unfrequently the he-
ginning is made in crime for the sake of 1he
shelter of even a prison over their heads.

The work of the New York Juvenile
Asylum was fully described in the first num-
ber of this magazine. The Children's Ail
Society is likewise doing a beneficent work
for a portion of these outcasts by providing
shelter, employment, food, and schools in the
oy, and permanent homes in the West.  Six
thousand sent to permanent homes, and
twelve thousand aided to employment in sone
direction, during the period of seventeen
years, is a great work in itself, but compared
1o that which needs to be done it is but a
mite.  The means of the Society are limited,
and in other respects its operations are hai.
pered by obstacles which a mere private en-
terprise must necessarily encounter.

Why should not the State aid, if not sus-
tain such efforts entirely by liberal appropria-
tions, or by the enactment of wise helping
laws ?

‘The magnitude of this evil is not appreci-
ated.  When it was proposed by Mr. Hrace,
the leading spinit in the Children's Aid Society
work, to start the Rivington Street lodging-
house for boys, many persons, even those who
were engaged in the work, doulited the neces.
sity of the step. The president of the society
thought there were not homeless boys enough
to need it ; but very soon it was (ull, and now
applicants for lodging have to be sent away
every day.

I asked some bright little newsboys, lodgers
at this house, how many such hotels they
thought there onght to be for boys in New
York? One thought that thirty would do, and
another said it would need fifty. [ asked
another if he thought there were many boys
now out of employment in New York? He
said,

“The city's full of them. Why, there's
men even offering to work for Loys' wages."

When this unequal struggle of childhood
with hunger, cold, and all the nameless hor-
rors of poverty has produced its natural effect,
and the boy or girl has become hardened, the

THORWALDSEN'S SACRED MARBLES
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peopie, in self pratection, are ohlized 1o snp-
port them in reformadonies or prisons, while
any plan by which all the poor children might
be supported anid schooled, and thus made
wseful eitizens, wonld seem to the same peaple
like wseless extravagance. 1t is stated that
it now costs the Slate of New York maore than
four times as much o sapport her eriminal
courts as to educate her children. Is this
fact e ? And il it is toe, what of it ?
Horace Mann, the greal aposile of the
people, as President Smmiento so justly de.
signates hin, saw the tmths which undetlie
this question more clearly, and staled them
wore torchly than any other person has ever

done. Twenty-five yews ago he told the
people of this republic that—* No greater
calnmity can befall ws as o nation than that
aur children should grow up withoutr know-
ledge and cultivation.  If we do not prepare
them o become gcod citizens, develop thei
capacities, enrich their minds with knowledgpe,
imbue their bearts with a8 love of truth and
duty, and a reverence for all things holy, then
our republic mst go down 1o desouction as
others have gome before it, and mankind
sl sweep l‘\w\i“h another vast ¢yele of =in
and suffering before the dawn of a belter ena
can ange upon the world"”
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ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTION IN THE MECHANIC ARTS.

IMMEDIATELY after o child has passed | under quick and intelligent mental direc-

the destructive age, the age in which he
breaks things in order to see what makes
them o, he enters upon a period devoted
to attempts to construct something. 1f he
is o fortunate as to have kindergarten train-
ing, this' inherent tendeney is taken advan-
tage of, and even in the common primary
school some use is made of blocks and
pencils ; but when the child passes into
the grammar-school, what a dreary waste
it seems to the active brain and the restless
hand !

Is it not true that at the very age when
manual dexterity can be most easily and
surely attained, most children are removed
from all opportunity to learn how to use
their hands, except such chance as the
have in playing marbles, peg-top, base-hali':
and other games, and that they are set to
work on purely mental exercises? From
the age of six or seven to filteen or sixteen,
are not most boys and girls confined five
hours a day at mere head-work—the little
variation that music and drawing have lately
given being more than counterbalanced by
lessons out of school P And, if a parent tries
to keep his children out of the Public mill,
does He not find that his choice lies between
a private school that is wholly given over
to classical study, or one that serves as an
asylum for incapables ?

What child, of rich or poor parentage, is
the worse for the possession of some degree
of manual dexterity 7 Who can tell when
the child is ten years old what its position
will Le at twenty ? The changes in position,
in this country, are reason enough why boys
and girls alike should learn to use their
hands, at least in the elementary way pro-
posed in this paper. It has Leen observed
that the active and restless boys who used
to get flogged the most for truancy and mis
chief have often made the most capable
men. Why was this? Perhaps because
playing truant required or developed some
decision of character, and the mischiel per-
petrated often called for sagacity in planni ng
and dexterity in execution, Their traine
gagacity and dexterity have served them in
later years, notwithstanding their truancy.

But this is not the whole, The boy who
can play well, and who is the leader in athletic
or other sports, is so because he has trained
his muscles and his hands to act readily

tion. Are not these also the qualities that
make the skill of the handicraftsman? In
former days, before machinery had been so
widely applied to the necessary work of life,
the faculties which had been partially de-
veloped by the boy in various games, were
a little later applied by the apprentice to
the handicrafts Ey which a livelihood was
to be gained, Even the boys who went
into business, no matter what their social
position, were obliged to take their turn in
building the fires, sweeping the lofts, open-
ing the cases, packing the goods, and other
arts not of a very high kind, indeed, but
yet developing that most invaluable quality
which no other word can deseribe—* gump-
tion.” In place of the varied work that the
mechanic apprentice, or the boy of the store,
was formerly called upon to do, what sub-
stitutes have we found ?  Such inadequate
ones that it is a matter of common remark
that the Lest workmen among the repair-
hands in the factories, whose work is of a
varied kind requiring manual skill, are now
almost all old men.

In many trades where manual skill is re-
quired in finishing and assembling after the
machine work has been done, the best hand-
wotkmen are more and more from the con-
tinent of Europe, where manual labor still
prevails to a greater extent than in England
or in this country, and where there is an in-
herited capacity for skill in handicraft, We
are training #e American craftsmen, and un-
less we devise better methods than the old
and now obsolete apprentice system, much
of the perfection of our almost automatic
mechanism will have been achieved at the
cost not only of the manual but also of the
mental development of our men,  Our al-
most automatic mills and machine-shops
will become mental stupefactories.

There is a better chance for women to
retain their faculty of manual dexterity, be-
cause it has not yet been possible to apply
machinery to the work of women in nearly
so great o degree as it has been applied to
that of men.

This question of industrial training has
lately received much attention from those
who are attempting to reform our system of
education and to adapt it more fullyy to the
necessities of American life, but many of the
proposed methods aim too high. Element-

Elementary Instruction in the Mechanical Arts. in Holland, J.G. (conductor). Scribner’s Monthly, An lllustrated Magazine, Volume 21 (1880 Nov to 1881

April). New York: Scribner & Co. (1881).

Found at Cornell University website through link at Library of Congress/ American Memory website.
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ary instruction in the intelligent use of the
hand itsell must precede all attempts to ap-
ply the hand to specific trades.

In the consideration of this question we
will take u

First. What has been attempted, and in

rt accomplished, in the Mechanic Art
School of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Second. What may be done in a special
school auxiliary to the grammar and high
schools of cities and towns,

Third. What ought to and can be done
in primary and grammar schools without

special buildings or expensive apparatus.

L

THE MECHANIC ART SCHOOL OF THE IN-
STITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY.

‘Tuis school is mainly an auxiliary to the
lar courses of instruction which consti-
tute the main purposes of the Institute, If
suitable preparatory instruction were given
elsewhere it would be much better; but the
department was established almost perforce,
because there was no place where a boy
combining mechanical aptitude and mental
ability, and desiring to follow the profession
of a mechanical engineer or a scientific
architect and builder, could be trained in
the use of tools. Because of this want it
has happened that, while there are plenty
of engineers who are not mechanics, plenty
of draughtsmen who are miscalled architects,
plenty of builders by rule of thumb who have
no title to the name, we have in this country
very few fully competent men in any of these
ents.
he mecessity for adequate instruction in
the use of touls has been so urgent upon
some of the railways in England that de-
ments of instruction have been estab-
ished where young men of good education,
who are intended for the higher places in
the necessary work of conducting the traffic,
are adequately trained.

The plan of the mechanic art school in
the Institute was first tried in Russia, and is
now being adopted in Germany, with almost
the very same modifications that we have
made in the time occupied and the course
of instruction. The method is one b
which the hand is trained to the use of tools
at the same time that instruction is being
given in the school studies that constitute
a fit preparation, either for the active pur-

suit of any mechanical trade or for the
higher technical training that is given in the
regular courses of instruction in the Insti-
tute proper. The fundamental idea of the
school is, that the head, and its servant
the hand, must be trained to use in-
telligently before the tools are applied to the
construction of anything for the purpose of
sale, or before any idea of commercial value
is permitted to affect the product of such
use,

In modemn practice, all the arts have be-
come so specialized, that any average bo
or young man who undertakes any branc
has little opportunity to obtain what might
be termed a liberal trade education, but
rather risks becoming a mere part of a
machine, capable of doing one thing well
and nothing more. Hence, when an auto-
matic method is devised that displaces a
man who has been himself almost a part of
an automatic mechanism, he is almost help-
tless, and i ble of turning his hand to
other mechanical pursuits. He has had no
elementary instruction, but only ignorant

ice in a small department of a trade,

motive of this school is therefore ele-
mentary instroction; and the product in
finished work may either be a exam-
ple of ‘metal forging, filing, or htting, or a
simple bit of carpenter's work, of some value
or use to the pupil, or possibly of some use
in the further conduct of the instruction, but
one that has been made without any reference
whatever to the market. Therefore the
time of the instructor has not been devoted
to any futile attempt to secure a salable
product from unskillful hands, but has been
given to the training of the pupils in the
use of their hands and heads at the same
time.

A construction-shop in connection with
a school implies a large expenditure for a
variety of tools and machines, and the reg-
ular employment of a number of skillful
workmen who shall make up, as well as may
be, for the deficiencies of the pupils, and
finish or set up the work only penlr' or
imperfectly done by them. The school for
elementary instruction, on the other hand,
which we are describing, needs only a few
hand-tools and simple machines, a force of
competent instructors which is small in
proportion to the number of pupils, and
the use of a small quantity of inexpensive
material.

Let us consider two examples of the ordi-

nary methods now adopted to qualify boys to
become mechanics or machinists, We will

consider the case of average boys, not those
who have such a mechanical aptitude that
they will qualify themselves wherever they
are though, for want of a right sys-
tem, even such boys often qualify themselves
in a roundabout way and with a great waste
of time, and are also apt to become fixed in
bad methods, difficult to unlearn when, at a
later time, they have an opportunity to arrive
at true methods.

A boy is graduated from a high school or a
technical school that is not furnished with a
mechamcal laboratory. We will suppose him
to have been well instructed in mathematics
in the theory of physics and mechanics, and
in the use of language. He enters a ma-
chine shop where he hopes to excel and to
become competent to supervise and direct
work in casting, forging, filing, turning, and
in assembling and fitting the different parts
of a machine, the theory of which he fully
comprehends, and a correct plan and draw-
ing of which he can readily make. He
knows the kind of work that is to be done,
but has not the slightest appreciation of how
it is to be done. He knows not how to

y his hand to hammer, chisel, or filg, to
plane or lathe. He has but the partial use
even of his brain, for the hand and eye
have not been trained with the head. He
cannot detect sham work, or distinguish it
from good work, The so-called practical
man flouts at his * book knowledge,” and is
led to despise yet more than before the at-
tempt at scientific methods of preparation
for the necessary work of the shop. If the
Loy have a real spirit in him, he will slowly
and painfully attain a sufficient knowledge
of the practical work to pursue his chosen
course of life; but more often he will sub-
side into a mere draughtsman, or an em-
ployé of some sagacious manager who
knows how to combine the brains of one
man with the hands of another in the con-
duct of work, neither part of which be could
do himself. Or else this young man will give
up the undertaking to become a machinist,
and enter upon some other branch of occu-
pation entirely apart from the training in
which he has spent so much valuable time,

Another boy leaves the high school, and,
in ce of a technical ool, enters a
machine-shop to become a machinist. Let
us assume that it is a in which looms
are being constructed. ere may be five
hundred men in the shop, each one of whom
works by the piece on a i partof a
loom, but not ten of whom could possibly
sel up and start a loom so that it would

weave a yard of cloth. The boy is set o
work ten howrs a day—pickling castings,
wheeling molding-sand, removing half-fin-
ished parts of iron or wood from the machine
that has operated upon them ; such work as
this he must follow for months or years.
An attempt may be mace to give him some
instruction in the evening school, which-he
attends when wearied with a long day's
work. If he have ambition, aptitude, and
very great physical strength, he may over-
come the disadvanta esof:his method ; but
in nine cases out of ten he will presently
find a place in some other department,—
attending a machine, and capable of working
at only one part of a loom, or some other
product, the relation of which to other parts
he very slightly comprehends. In what he
undertakes he may do well, and he may
earn fair wages, but he is rather an automa-
ton than a machinist.

The writer lately inspected a shop in
which sewing-machines were being made,
where one cam was shown to him that
pussed through sixty hands before it was
ready for its place in the sewing-machine.

In onder to overcome the disadvani
of this methad to the machine operator, the
attempt has been made in many places to
establish machine-shops in connection with
schools, for the manufacture of machinery
for sale. The object in such cases is either
to get a return for the instruction given, or
to %iwtlw students a chance to earn money
while they are getting their education. So
far as the writer can ascertain, the first
object has not been attained ; and the second
implies the use of so much more time in
doing one thing than is required for pur-
poses of instruction as to defeat the main
object, or to impair the strength of those
who attempt it. Such undertakings also
imply very heavy expense in the plant
(which is liable to be injured by unskillful
use) and a great waste of costly material
in the undertaking to construct machines,
which, after all, cannot be sold in competi-
tion with those made in the regular shops
devoted 1o thejr production, in which
the work is divided.

Another plan that has lately been sug-
gested appears to be to fit up a large estab-
lishment with varions tools and appliances
suitable to many trades; then to turn a
parcel of boys loose among them, and try
to find out what work each one has a special
aptitude for. This scheme also implies a
very heavy cost of apparatus, tools, and
machinery, and a great waste of material.

slide 146



This method, if ado?tcd, would be the
“elective system ™ applied to boys who can
have no intelligent idea of what the trades
really are, and who have no friends specially
qualified to direct them. A few with special
aptitude would find their true places ; but so
they would in any case. The ave hoy
would choose the work that seemed easy,
or that did not soil his hands—as man
college students are apt to choose the * so
electives.”  Certainly such a method is not
calculated to develop earnest manhood or
real mechanical ability any more than it does
real scholarship.

In contradistinction to these two methods,
the work of a school and of a shop, whose
main purpose is instruction, is as follows :
The work of the school is to develop the
mind, and to give a clear comprehension of
the theory of the mechanic arts in connection
with the other studies which form part of a
good common-school education, or of a
preparation for a higher course of profes-
sional study. The work in the shop is to
teach the application of the theory, and to
train the eye, hand, and muscles intelligently
to accuracy and readiness, to make the eye
and hand competent instruments of an
instructed mind, to aim to train mind and
muscle together, so that in after life the
most work shall be done with the least
effort, the least waste, and in the most effect-
ive way.

Experience has uniformly shown that the
training of the hand to do work of an
kind, particularly when the work is sucﬂ
that it requires a certain amount of reason-
ing capacity, has & most beneficial influence,
exciting the interest, zeal, and enthusiasm
of the boysin the work of the school, what-
ever it may be. They will go through a

at deal of study thatis hard and dry,—in

t, mental work that they can hardly see
the use of,—when it is varied by a certain
amount of practical work in which hand,
eye, and mind are practiced in concert.

The instruction in the department of
mechanic arts in the Massachusctts Insti-
tute of Technology is suitable for a gradu-
ate of a grammar school. Aside from the
practice in the use of tools, instruction is
given in algebra, geometry, English, ele-
mentary physics, and mechanical drawing.
The average time taken up by these les-
sons and studies is four hours a day. Ewvery
other day three hours are devoted to sys-
tematic work in the shops. course
of instruction begins with the simplest and
easiest lessons in carpentry, and gradually

goes on to the more difficult exercises,
requiring accuracy and judgment. Begin.

rough board, the pupil proceeds with saw-
ing, planing, squaring, jointing, mitering,
nailing, bonng, dovetailing, mortising, and
framing, receiving immediate lessons in the
design, structure, use, and care of tools.

The boys who enter this school are
usually those who have some mechanical
turn.  But what is the average condition of
an ave boy from a grammar school ?
If he has been bred in the country, he may
know which way to drive a nail, and ma
have seen a blacksmith work iron; but, if
he is a city 1:3{, his average acquirements
consist in a tolerably good knowledge of
arithmetic, a fair handwriting (in these latter
days some knowledge of drawing), and the
ability to parse a sentence according to a
set of rules called English grammar, accom-
panied by an absolute incapacity to write a
simple English letter, or to read aloud any
book, except a school Reader, with any
appearance of right emphasis, or intelligent
comprehension of its contents, He will
usually have skill in base-ball or other games
requinng activity, readiness, quick obser-
vation, and discipline, on which games he
will have well spent in the intervals of
school as much attention and time as would
serve at a later period to make him a skillful
mechanic.  Yet, as to the use of tools of
almost any kind, this boy is usually utterly
ignorant and incapable,

We have stated how we carry the pupil
through the first lessons in ~carpentry.
Wood-turning and pattern-making come
next, to round out the pupil's instruction in
the working of wood. The use of the
patterns is illustrated by a serics of lessons
i molding, core-making, and casting
Thus far, the casting has been in iron only;
but brass will also be used as soon as space
can be provided for crucible furnaces. In the
second year of the course, the pupils enter
the blacksmith’s shop, where they are first
taught how to build and manage the fire ;
next, how to heat and how to strike the iron;
then, in sequence, how to bend, draw out,
upset, shape, weld, bore, punch, and rivet ;
how to heat, weld, and temper stecl; how
to case-harden iron. The articles made for
illustration are required to be made of the

ise forms and g'tmmiom given in draw-
ings, and with the fewest possible heatings.
The aim is to teach each pupil to accomplish
what is wanted with the fewest blows and

the least waste of matenal.

ning with the chalk-line and a picce of SPECIAL MECHANIC ART SCHOOLS IN CON-

NECTION WITH GRAMMAR AND HIGH
SCHOOLS,

WE now come to the second question,
How can this method be incorporated with
the regular work of the grammar and high
schools of o city? In cities there are
usually one or more sections containing
three or four hundred boys, who can alter-
nate from the regular school-house to the
mechanic art school-house, For boys in the

Y grammar schools some lighter work may be

provided ; but it will suffice in this paper
to consider the experience already obtained
with reference to high-school boys only.

The kind of work that has been described
thus far is adapted to boys of fourteen to
seventeen, whose sirength is equal to the
work. Mwminﬁ plenty of room, the plant
required for a school containing nearly four
hundred pupils would be very inexpensive.
‘The building should be of only one stoz),;
a brick shell, with an asphalt-concrete 5
a plank roof covered with gravel, lighted and
ventilated by monitors. The tools, as has
been stated, are not of a costly kind; and
the instructors would be good, practical
carpenters, blacksmiths, or machinists.

‘The building should contain shops for:
1. Carpentry. 2. Forging and Molding.
3. Foundry-work. 4.Vise-work. 5. Brazing.
6. Wood-tuming. 7. Metal-turning. 8.
Metal-finishing. For greater security against
fire, an independent building should be
erected for a paint-shop.

This work would not be subject to the
objection that applies to men and boys un-
dertaking mental work in an evening school
after they have been exhausted by a hard
day's physical work; but it would afford an
admirable opportunity to those who had not
elsewhere an opportunity for muscular effort.
The writer has had a little experience with
a half-time school for children employed in
a cotton factery, and has had the oppor-
tunity to observe the beneficial effect, both
mentally and physically, of the change from
hand-work to head-work and vice versd.

The following general sketch of the course
of instruction has been pi Prof. J.
M. Ordway, of the Institute of Technology :

“This sketch is i:n‘endlﬂkin Ml-'npil: mgull:r;:;‘d
ive system worlk. can
gvte;i together by intcrcalating i
for those who get rapidly, so that the back-

“ The course of instruction must be somewhat
flexible. Bat the flexibility should have reference to
the and uses of the pieces made, rather than
the sequence of the It needs, therefore,
# man at the head to contrive, all the time, what par-
ticular forms can be made most n.dmlageuml{ rom

. and what intercalations are most suit.

1
m. g sizes should be w.:]ied.glnmh:‘i‘:g clse.
“In general we may say that s go in
something like this nr&n En carpentry : lining and
split.sa a rough d; planing the rough
board and fitting to corner-

i sawing, sguarin‘g. f i
box; mitering and making a miter corner-box ;

ling on cover, hinging, and hoﬂlli;"dwﬂlil
splicing ; dovetailing corners ; blind tailing 5
morti (various forms); framing; truss-making;

ing; stair-making.
Pﬁmmimiﬂp making fire; round bends;
drawing.out; square ; |, bquare bend mah
thickened amgle; splitting and 3 Iwim
forging round to square, square o roand, and

to prismatic; welding; punching; rim:mga upset-
ting; heading rivets nails; making bolts and
nuts; cotting threads hand ; d_!ﬂlm( by hand ;
inging ; drawing steel; tem ; case-
lemgg iron; welding steel to steel; welding
steel to iron.
#1n turning: centering, turning cylindrical form,
roend groove, uare shoulder, tapering
:’hlru.rldw. use of chucks ﬂd faee-) ; turning

; square screw-thread, an; screw-hread
::13‘:1 “Ihrt!d-l‘lﬂl'. square thread-nut; turning
flanges ; fitting shaft couplings.
"BI‘:hndr_y work : mﬁ: square block angle
e et i
tline ; melting iron ; ng inl d
":#ng;o:mlding l:nllc;s; moldin ggtowedpd-
3 core-making ; casting with si round wires;
easting with irregular wire; pickling and cleaning.
Then should follow: mold with sweeps; m
for brass; melting in crucibles and casting in brass;
making alloys; making iron-castings m A
filing, chipping, and turning in wood.

In this elementary instruction, no con-
sideration of money value in the product of
the work must be permitted. The attention
of teacher and pupil must be devoted to the
single purpose of the lesson; the class must
all have the same lesson, and careful compar-
ison of work must be made at each step.
Emulation in hand-work may be as bene-
ficial as it may be mischievous in head-work.

Alter considerable practice has been had,
and some skill obtained, work may be per-
mitted upon articles for use or for sale, pro-
vided it does not interfere with the main
purpose of instruction.

L.

PRIMARY INSTRUCTION IN THE USE OF THE
HAND,

IN the treatment of this branch of the
subject, it is of the greatest importance to

ward ones may ki £, in some degree, with
their quicker e oo A !

keep the main purpose in view. ‘I'he kind
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of work to be done is of little consequence,
—the product may not be of the least
value, the art taught may no longer be a
handicraft in common practice, but may be
all conducted by machinery for commercial
purposes.

The Bureau of Combined Charitable Asso-
ciations of Boston 1s, at this very moment,
attempting to find employment forlarge num-
bers of idle women. There is now, as there
always has been, much complaintof the griev-
ance of the poorsewing-women. On the other
hand, the employers of women, especially of
those who can sew,cannot find hands enough
to do the work that is pressing to be done.
It may be a hard saying, but it must be said—
the poor sewing-women deserve no sympa-
thy because of their poor wages—they are
paid all that their work is worth ; but they
deserve the utmost sympathy because their
hands have not been trained when they were
children to do better work, and thus they
might have become entitled to better pay.

The idle who have health and strength
deserve no sympathy because they can get
no work, but the utmost sympathy for their
want of capacity, or their want of opper-
tunity to learn how to do the work that is
now pressing to be done. In the last four
or five years, there may possibly have been
a little time. when even capable men and
women could not get work,—the writer
doubts even that, But whatever has been
the fact in these late years of extreme depres-
sion, it may now be salely asserted that the
only reason for compulsory idlencss of man
or woman is incapaeity to apply the hand
to the work that is waiting for hands to do,

It is mot true that machinery displaces
the use of the hand, any more than that
railroads diminish the démand for hordes,
It alters the conditions of such wuse,
It compels in its attendance the use of
the hand in a particular way. 1f the
opportunity to use the hand 15 confined
to one machine, the hand never gains its
true cunning, but it becomes a part of the
machine itself; that is the real trouble.
But the use of machinery creates abundance,
and givesmore time forinstruction. Children
can now be spared for school who in olden
time would have been developing the cun-
ning of the hand in hard work. Let them
not lose their cunning; let us train their
hands in easier and more effective methods
than the arduous ones of old. If we do
not compass this, of what advantage is the
invention of machinery and its abundant
product to the poor ?

In what way shall we secure an adequate
training of the hand for those who may
never have an opportunity, except while
they are in the common ‘schools? The
instruction must be simple and inexpensive ;
it must be such as will require but few
tools and ne machinery ; it must be within
the scope of ordinary teachers, or, perha
of elder pupils, to direct; and it musﬂ:
done in the common school-house. May
we not find in the work or play of common
life some useful examples? It is said that
most poor families now buy baker's bread.
In the whole history of the wheat, from the
time it is planted until the bread is eaten,
the heaviest item of cost is the distribution
of the loaves through the small shops that
supply the poor, This is in the nature of
things: the small shop, in which only a
small traffic is done, must charge the highest
profit in order to exist at.all, The poar,
therefore, pay the highest price for bread,
and their children never see bread made.
How shall elementary instruction in bread-
making be given? Is there not room in
almost every school-house, or could net
room be provided, for a stoye P—and may
not a few pans and other implements be
added to the school apparatus, as readily
and as cheaply as many of the appliances
now used? A little saving in the attempts
at decorative art in many school-houses in
cities, and the application of the money to
the purchase of a cooking-stove, and some
pots, pans, and scales, would well serve the
purpose. Cannot any skillful woman pre-
scribe a course for twelve children, assuming
that they do not even know the use of scales
for weighing, however well they may have
been taught the scales in the arithmetic ?

Next, there is now a sharp demand for
women or girls to make artificial flowers,
What is elementary instruction in this art ?
Ls it not first the application of the hand to
the useof scissors? How many children of the
poor ever learn the art of using seissors in
cutting out paper dolls and paper dolls'
dresses 7 May not the foundation be laid
in cutting paper into squares, into circles,
into leaves, into flowers, and then in com-
bining colored papers into forms—twelve
pupily doing the same thing at the same
time? In this practice, a great deal of work
might be done that would never be done in
actual practice because the forms would be
cut with dies; but the work is not the ob-
jecr,—the object is to train the hand and
mind together while making paper flowers,
and when the lessons are over and the rub-

bish is swept away, then the pupil is ready
to begin to learn, and learn quickly, the trade
of making flowers. Could the manufacturer
trust his choice material to those whose
hands had not learned the art of using scis-
sors? In connection with the instruction the
art of combining colors could be taught, or
it would be developed in those who had a
natural gift or taste for such work,

Again, let any one who is not accustomed
to the work visit a hosiery factory, and he
will pass from frame to frame with wonder at
the mechanism. He will sec but few working
people in the main mill attending the ma-
chinery, but presently he will pass to the
finishing and packing room, and there he
will find a crowd of girls at work in shap-
ing, making-up, finishing, ﬁackiug. boxing,
labeling, and preparing the stockings for
the market. e art of packing is one that
could be readily taught. How many peo-
ple know how to pack a trunk? There
would surely be occupation for a consider-
able number of persons in our large city in
packing the trunks, like the embdalleurs of
Paris.

Paper-box making can be made a medium
for training the hand. The tools are few
and inexpensive, the materials are cheap,
the boxes would be of some use to the girls
and boys who made them, and e hand
would be trained.

The art of doing up bundles should be
learned. How many boys and girls are
trained in making wp a neat and compact
parcel # It is not & high art, but it is one
that trains the hand. A halfhour spent
every day for a few weeks m a common
school, in doing up sets of irregular wooden
blocks into compact parcels, covering and
tying them, would be time well spent. Give
twelve children the same blocks, the same
paper, and the same twine, and sec which
would excel,

We used to teach children how to sew by
making patch-work. Can we not make

atch-work on cheap sewing-machines ?
There is always a demand for experts in
the use of the sewing-machine, at high
wages,—Dbut the employers cannot take
time to instruct any but the very bright
ones ; their attention must all be given to
the product for sale. What is elementary
instruction in the use of the sewing-machine ?
Twelve cheap, strong machines, some spool
cotton, and a lot of last year's pattern-cards
of common calicoes, would serve the whole
purpose. Patch-work to Le made on the
machine need be of no use except for a

bed-spread. In making the patch-work
the hand will be trained to the mechanism.
The clothier can then begin to employ the
pupil.

If we try to teach the trades before the
alphabet of the trades is learned, we shall
fail. The alphabet of all the trades, without
a single exception, consists of the ten fin-
gers, the two cyes, and a fair power of ob-
servation,

It would be interesting to see what would
be the result of a year’s course of instruction,
in the afternoons, of a set of twelve children
attending a grammar school in the morn-
ings. Two months in weighing, measuring,
kneading flour, and baking bread and crack-
ers—all hand-work. Two months in cut-
ting white and colored paper and combin-
ing forms—all scissors-work. Two months
in cutting, pasting, and modeling paste-
board into boxes—hand and tools together.
Two months in working calico scraps into
patch-work, on ten-dollar sewing-machines
—machine and hand combined. One room
would be necded, and the tools and stock
would be of little cost.

Do mnot all boys covet a printing-press ?
Is not a course of printing-ink in the house
as sure as the measles? Cannot type-set-
ting be made to serve as a lesson m the use
of the hand? If boys could be taught to
put a few of their own observations in type,
it would be a better way of learning English
than to study grammar at the mature age of
twelve, when the very capacity to know
what grammar really is is not yet devel-
oped. Might not a single hand printing-
press and a small quantity of large type serve
a useful purpose ? Give out a simple subject,
or an object to be described, and let cach
of Pwelve boys set six lines of type. As
semble the twelve paragraphs and print in
the hand-press in one form; then let each
Loy compare his text with the others. What
would be the result? A lesson in the use
of the hand, and a better methed of com-
position than any that the mmars or
readers contain,—far better than learning
by rote the names of the paris of speech,
or practicing what is called parsing.

Wire-working would require very simple
tools and inexpensive stock. The same is
true of the making of willow-ware.

Why should not the little girls in the pri-
mary schools learn the art of using scissors
in cutting paper dolls and paper dolls’
dresses by patterns of similar kind, that can
be struck off on the lithogram without any
appreciable cost, if the teacher has the least

slide 148



capacity to use a pencil 7 What would be
the cost of stock in learning the alphabet of
the milliner’s art, if all idea of commercial
value in the product were kept out of sight?
Straw-plaiting is almost of necessity a hand-
icraft.  Not much leather, and that of little
value, with a few hand-tools, would serve
for the harness-makers alphabet. If the
aim_is not too high, lace-making might

readil]y be used to make girls’ fingers answer |

quickly to many other purposes.

Do we not aim too high in the considera- *

tion of industrial training? It is not the
fine art of needle-work that is required, but
the common art of sewing.

If drawing in the public schools was only
taught as a fine art, if it was not almost the
single exercise in handicraft now taught, it
could not be defended at the public cost,
But even in the direction of art, why should
all our cheap jewelry be so bad when, for
a few shillings each, Matlock and Torquay,
in England, will furnish beautiful mosaics
made Iike the Florentine, for which we
have endless varieties of material 7 It must
be a simple handicraft, not difficult to learn,

No money value is looked for from the
work of the student who is learning a pro-
fessior: ; much less should it be looked for in
the work of one who is preparing to learn a
trade. The professional man raust learn
first to concentrate the power of his brain,
the machinist must first qualify himself to
apply the power of his own hand.

In the month of February, at the exam-
ination of the school of the Institute of
Technology, the writer inspected the work
of about a dozen boys who first began to
learn the art of the blacksmith in October
last. The whole time of their work, which

. had covered three lessons per week for four
months, was equal to twelve full days’ work
| of ten hours each ; the rest of their time had
been devoted to study. The examples of
their work laid out for examination and
comparison consisted of a set of steel tools,
Sorged, tempered, and finished ready to be
used in the course of instruction in metal-
turning in which they are now engaged.

May it not be claimed that this single ex-
| ample proves the whole case?

The elementary principles that lie at the
foundation of all'the trades can be taught
with no more cost of appliances, no more
expenditure of time, not so great an expend-
iture for salaries, as are now expended in
what passes for mental training in schools that,
to some extent at least, and in some cases,
disqualify their graduates for the work to be
done by them in order that they may gain
& comfortable and a reputable subsistence.

We have maintained the versatility of our
people, and the power of adaplation to
changing circumstances, up to this time,
because our public school itself is a better
educator than the instruction that is given
init. It is thoroughly democratic, and its
influence is not yet exhausted ; but with the
growth of dense population engaged in
manufacturing, the wider separation into
classes of rich and poor, and the deadly
monotony of many of the departments in
our minutely subdivided manufacturin
and mechanieal establishments, new an

ve dangers are arising that must be met
in the schools. If we do not develop in
them the deft and cunning hand and the
lissom finger, manual dexterity and handi-
craft will become lost arts to the majority
of our people.

NATURE'S

BETRAYAL.

IvLawp, by wooded hills, the valley les—
Hills that to westward fondly sheltering rise :
But in the cast the first faint light of day
Glimmers above such far-off mountains gray
As deepen slowly ’gainst the rose and gold,
Or else lic hid by wreath and misty fold
That from the wandering river float between ;
At flood of noon blue ’gainst the blue is seen,
Here joyous, in the fresh spring of his life,
Aocidos went: the earth around was rife
With harmonies of sound and hue and motion
From sailing birds high up the airy ocean,
And golden butterflies that danced all day
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