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Cyrus McCormick was most 

famous for his invention of the 

reaper, patented in 1834.

McCormick developed the reaper, 

a precursor of the harvester, with 

his family.

The 620-acre McCormick family 

farm was known as Walnut Grove. 

Robert McCormick, father of Cyrus, 

created the farm in 1822.  

The grist mill was built around 

1800 and operated through the 

late 1800s.  

The McCormick family used the 

grist mill to grind wheat into flour.  

The blacksmith workshop was used 

to repair farming tools. 

The McCormicks also built their 

reapers there.

http://alwaysinmotion.wordpress.com/2011/04/11/cyrus-mccormick-farm-and-workshop-april-9-2011/
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Cyrus McCormick is often called 

the ‘father of agriculture’, since his 

reaper was the beginning of 

agricultural mechanization.

Born and raised in Virginia, 

McCormick founded the 

McCormick Works in Chicago and 

became a prominent businessman.

The International Harvester 

Company eventually purchased the 

McCormick company.

http://alwaysinmotion.wordpress.com/2011/04/11/cyrus-mccormick-farm-and-workshop-april-9-2011/
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McCormick Farm, Steeles Tavern, Virginia. 

In 1831 Cyrus McCormick invented the first reaper that revolutionized the practice of farming.  Walnut Grove Farm belonged to the McCormick family until 1954, when it was donated to 

Virginia Tech.  A five-acre memorial plot at the Shenandoah Agricultural Research and Extension Center is maintained as a tribute to Cyrus McCormick and his family.

Photographs loaned by McCormick Farm Museum to Digital Library and Archives for scanning.  These resources and materials are not in the public domain and copyright is largely held 

by the Digital Library and Archives, University Libraries, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia.

http://spec.lib.vt.edu/imagebase/08UA/screen/MC200604201318.jpg
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http://www.redpowermagazine.com/forums/uploads/monthly_12_2012/post-64040-0-66171600-1356159974.jpg
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The Shenandoah Valley Agricultural Research and Extension Center was established in 1954 through a gift by the McCormick family.

A National Historic Landmark at the site plays tribute to Cyrus McCormick. Born on this farm in 1809, Cyrus Hall McCormick is famous for building the first practical grain reaper, which 

was successfully demonstrated in a field of oats owned by John Steele in nearby Steeles Tavern in 1831. Patented in 1834, the reaper is credited for starting the mechanical revolution in 

agriculture that would forever change agricultural production worldwide.

http://www.arec.vaes.vt.edu/shenandoah-valley/images/2013-field-day/L_svarecfieldday07.jpg
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debbieblue (photographer). Steeles Tavern, Virginia, US (2011 June 2).

http://www.flickr.com/photos/30542422@N05/5791054051/



slide 9 of 447

Winter, Thelma (1931-2009) (artist).  McCormick Mill at Steeles Tavern, Virginia (1994).

http://thelmawinter.com/shop/index.php?act=viewProd&productId=360
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McCormick Farm and Workshop in Raphine, Virginia, a little south of Lexington, Virginia, in western central Virginia (2011 April 9). 

http://alwaysinmotion.wordpress.com/2011/04/11/cyrus-mccormick-farm-and-workshop-april-9-2011/

http://www.visualinfo.biz/photos/McCormick2011/MillWheel.jpg
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http://www.visualinfo.biz/photos/McCormick2011/GristMillMachinery.jpg
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http://www.visualinfo.biz/photos/McCormick2011/Workshop.jpg
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International Harvestor Company (photographer). Cyrus Hall McCormick forge shop.

Man representing McCormick working at forge with African American assistant, Jo Anderson, in order to complete the world's first reaper for the harvest of 1831.

Reproduction # LC-USZ62-62656 (b&w film copy neg.)

Call # LOT 6449 [item] [P&P]

No. I-91-S.

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005683714/

3b10297_150px
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In 1833, Cyrus McCormick wanted 

to earn $1,000,000, when the 

average worker earned five-cents 

an hour.

By 1859, McCormick had earned 

$1,000,000.   

He and his wife were generous 

with the money and helped people 

in need.

McCormick’s reaper, a wheat 

harvester, changed the way people 

farmed.  

Before his invention, farmers used 

scythes and could harvest only one 

to three acres a day.  

With a reaper, a farmer could 

harvest 12 acres a day.  

Stevens, Patsy (2001).

http://gardenofpraise.com/ibdcyrus.htm
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McCormick’s father failed for 15 

years to invent and build a 

harvester.  

McCormick was only 22 when  he 

succeeded, after learning from his 

father’s mistakes.  

In two months - after spending 

much time on his hands and knees 

to see why strands of wheat got 

tangled in his models - he had a 

working machine that could 

harvest an acre an hour.

People said the reaper looked like 

the  combination of a flying 

machine, a wheelbarrow, and a 

carriage.   

When McCormick invited farmers 

to watch him work the reaper, 

they thought it was purely for 

entertainment.  

They said things like, ‘I’m running a 

farm, not a circus,’ and continued 

to use their scythes.

Stevens, Patsy (2001).

http://gardenofpraise.com/ibdcyrus.htm
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McCormick added a blade that 

chopped wheat cleanly.

In 1843, another reaper inventor 

challenged McCormick to see 

which could cut more wheat.  

The day of the contest was rainy; 

and the other man’s machine 

jammed.  

McCormick had already considered 

rainy days in  his design.

In 1843 McCormick sold 29 

reapers; In 1850 he sold 5,000.

In 1884, the year McCormick died, 

American farmers shipped enough 

grain through Chicago in just the 

one year to bake 10 billion loaves 

of bread, thanks to McCormick’s 

harvester.

In 1902 his company grew into the 

International Harvester Company.

Stevens, Patsy (2001).

http://gardenofpraise.com/ibdcyrus.htm
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mccormick-reaper-works-i13

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works
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Schussele, Christian (painter).  Men of Progress. Cyrus McCormick (1809-1884), 4th from left.

Stevens, Patsy (author) (2001).

http://gardenofpraise.com/ibdcyrus.htm

http://gardenofpraise.com/images2/3406981893_0a5bf7eb0a_b.jpg
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Method of Harvesting before the [McCormick Reaper]

Photographs loaned by McCormick Farm Museum to Digital Library and Archives for scanning.  These resources and materials are not in the public domain and copyright is largely held 

by the Digital Library and Archives, University Libraries, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia.

http://spec.lib.vt.edu/imagebase/08UA/screen/MC200606050952.jpg
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Young black people gathering hay onto a cart

Photographs loaned by McCormick Farm Museum to Digital Library and Archives for scanning.  These resources and materials are not in the public domain and copyright is largely held 

by the Digital Library and Archives, University Libraries, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia.

http://spec.lib.vt.edu/imagebase/08UA/screen/MC200604210813.jpg
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McCormick Reaper of 1845

Photographs loaned by McCormick Farm Museum to Digital Library and Archives for scanning.  These resources and materials are not in the public domain and copyright is largely held 

by the Digital Library and Archives, University Libraries, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia.

http://spec.lib.vt.edu/imagebase/08UA/screen/MC200605231423.jpg
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The First Practical Reaper, Invented by C. H. McCormick, in Virginia, 1831

Photographs loaned by McCormick Farm Museum to Digital Library and Archives for scanning.  These resources and materials are not in the public domain and copyright is largely held 

by the Digital Library and Archives, University Libraries, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia.

http://spec.lib.vt.edu/imagebase/08UA/screen/MC200606051008.jpg
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Harvesting with McCormick Harvester in North Dakota.

Photographs loaned by McCormick Farm Museum to Digital Library and Archives for scanning.  These resources and materials are not in the public domain and copyright is largely held 

by the Digital Library and Archives, University Libraries, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia.

http://spec.lib.vt.edu/imagebase/08UA/screen/MC200606051309.jpg
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On the 'White Earth' Indian Reservation, 

Photographs loaned by McCormick Farm Museum to Digital Library and Archives for scanning.  These resources and materials are not in the public domain and copyright is largely held 

by the Digital Library and Archives, University Libraries, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia.

http://spec.lib.vt.edu/imagebase/08UA/screen/MC200606051528.jpg
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The McCormick Mower in France

Photographs loaned by McCormick Farm Museum to Digital Library and Archives for scanning.  These resources and materials are not in the public domain and copyright is largely held 

by the Digital Library and Archives, University Libraries, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia.

http://spec.lib.vt.edu/imagebase/08UA/screen/MC200605231302.jpg

thCA9WE7B3
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http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/6/CyrusMcCormickSM-750091.jpg
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http://www.redpowermagazine.com/forums/uploads/monthly_12_2012/post-64040-0-13010800-1356159830.jpg
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McCormick Harvesting Machine Company (1885).

Back: 'for sale by A.A. Shuford, Hickory, NC' includes drawing 'Treading out the grain in Oriental Style.' (missing inside contents)

Number of Images: 3

Rare Book, Manuscript, and Special Collections Library, Duke University.

Digital ID ncdeaa A0275

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.award/ncdeaa.A0275

http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/eaa/ephemera/A02/A0275/A0275-01-150dpi.html
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thCASSL09Q

http://ts1.explicit.bing.net/th?id=HN.607993891165438660&pid=15.1
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http://www.redpowermagazine.com/forums/uploads/monthly_12_2012/post-64040-0-31360400-1356160110.jpg
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Cyrus Hall McCormick

http://www.redpowermagazine.com/forums/uploads/monthly_12_2012/post-64040-0-78680100-1356160050.jpg

http://www.redpowermagazine.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=76278
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http://www.redpowermagazine.com/forums/uploads/monthly_12_2012/post-64040-0-00957000-1356159948.jpg
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Palmer, F.W. (photographer/ copyrighter).  Man operating a McCormick Deering Farmall tractor and reaper.  US copyright JO7463 (1930 October 20).

Reproduction # LC-USZ62-63137 (b&w film copy neg.)

Call # SSF - Traction engines [item] [P&P]

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005685066/

3b10772_150px
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1847 McCormick Machine

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

http://www.machine-history.com/sites/default/files/images/1847%20McCormick%20Machine.jpg
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International Harvester Company (188-). Men and women harvesting grain behind horse-drawn reaper; windmill in background

Reproduction # LC-USZ62-46581 (b&w film copy neg.)

Call # LOT 6449 [item] [P&P]

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005691494/

3a46746_150px
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In 1854, Cyrus McCormick, 

defending his reaper patent, was 

challenged by John Manny of 

Rockford, Illinois. 

As the case was planned for 

Springfield, Illinois, Manny hired 

local attorney Abraham Lincoln.

The truth seems to be that 

McCormick was too strong, too 

aggressive, to receive fair play at 

the hands of any legislative body. 

The note of sympathy could never 

be struck in his favor. 

He personally directed his own 

cases. 

He dominated his own lawyers.

(left)

McCormick v. Manny and Lincoln

http://www.navistar.com/navistar/whoweare/heritage#1901

(right)

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 97-99).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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And he fought always in an old-

fashioned, straight-from-the-

shoulder way that put him at a 

great disadvantage in a legal 

conflict. 

Also, he was supposed to be much 

richer than in reality he was. 

By 1866 he had become a 

millionaire.

He had made money by the rise in 

Chicago real estate.

But opposing lawyers assumed his 

entire fortune was the product of 

the Reaper business.

By 1855 McCormick realized that 

the Federal Government was not 

the impartial tribunal that he had 

believed it to be. 

He saw that he could not depend 

upon it for protection, so he made 

a characteristic decision—he 

resolved to protect himself.

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 97-99).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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He, too, would hire a battery of 

lawyers and charge down upon 

these manufacturers who were

unrighteously making his Reaper 

and depriving him of his patents. 

He engaged three of the master 

lawyers of the American bar, 

William H. Seward, E. N. Dickerson, 

and Senator Reverdy Johnson, and 

brought suit against Manny and 

Emerson, of Rockford, Illinois, for 

making McCormick Reapers 

without a license.

Then came a three-year struggle 

that shook the country and did 

much to shape the history of the 

American people. 

Manny and Emerson, who were 

shrewd and forceful men, hired 

twice as many lawyers as 

McCormick and prepared to 

defend themselves. 

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 97-99).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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They selected Abraham Lincoln, 

Stephen A. Douglas, Edwin M. 

Stanton, Peter H. Watson, George 

Harding, and Congressman H. 

Winter Davis for their legal 

bodyguard.

It was a battle of giants. 

Greek met Greek with weapons of 

eloquence.

Stanton out-classed his great co-

debaters in a speech of 

unanswerable power which 

unfortunately was not reported. 

The speech so vividly impressed 

McCormick that in his next lawsuit 

he at once engaged Stanton. 

It awoke the brain of Lincoln, as he 

afterwards admitted; and drove 

him back to a more comprehensive 

study of the law.

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 97-99).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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It gave Lincoln so high an opinion 

of Stanton's ability that, when he 

became President several years 

later, he chose Stanton to be his 

Secretary of War. 

It gripped judge and jury with such 

effect that McCormick lost his 

case. 

It was a wonderful speech.

Abraham Lincoln, who made no 

speech at all, was the one who 

derived the most benefit in the 

end from this lawsuit. 

It not only aroused his ambitions, 

but gave him $1,000, his first big 

fee. 

The money came to him at the 

precise moment when he needed 

it most, to enable him to enter into 

the famous debate with Douglas.

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 97-99).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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Lincoln’s debate with Douglas 

made him the inevitable candidate 

of the Republican party. 

It is interesting to note how closely 

the destinies of Lincoln and 

McCormick were interwoven. 

Both were born in 1809, on farms 

in the South. 

Both struggled through a youth of 

adversity and first came into 

prominence in Illinois.

Both labored to preserve the 

Union, and when the War of 

Secession came, the Reaper 

enabled Lincoln to feed his armies. 

Both men were emancipators, the 

one from slavery and the other 

from famine; and today, both sleep 

under the soil of Illinois. 

No other two Americans had 

heavier tasks than they, and none 

worked more mightily for the 

common good.

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 97-99).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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1871 October, fire swept across 

Chicago like a stampede. 

Thousands of acres of the city's 

homes, stores, and factories were 

consumed and reduced to ashes 

and rubble. 

The McCormick Works factory was 

destroyed as well as its entire on-

site inventory of almost 2,000 

reaping machines.

McCormick chose to build an even 

larger facility on a new site in 

Chicago. 

Many of the farmers who had 

already received their reapers 

rushed payments in ahead of 

schedule to help McCormick and 

his company recover. 

Seven months after construction 

started in 1872 August, the new 

factory began production.

Noonan, Jon. 'McCormick, Cyrus.' Nineteenth-Century Inventors, American Profiles. New York: Facts On File, Inc., 1992. 

http://www.fofweb.com/History/MainPrintPage.asp?iPin=ffap19in0004&DataType=AmericanHistory
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McCormick Works (1851)

1851b.jpg

http://www.navistar.com/navistar/whoweare/heritage#1901

Also:

McCormick Works, looking south towards the Chicago River, Chicago, Illinois (1847).

mccormick-reaper-works-i4

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works

And:

In 1847 McCormick built a reaper factory in Chicago on Water Street next to the Chicago River.

Posted by: http://www.lib.niu.edu/ipo/2000/ihy00044...

at: http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index;_ylt=A0LEV1fBQi5TjQ8AB41XNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEyM3IwOTg4BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMzcEY29sbwNiZjEEdnRpZANERkQ2XzE-

?qid=20070528180505AAkgWpj
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McCormick Works (1867)

looking north from Chicago River, Chicago, Illinois

McCormick Works (looking north from the Chicago River).  Chicago, Illinois (1867).

http://images.wisconsinhistory.org/700003050057/0305001132-l.jpg

http://specialmediaprojects.co.uk/images/mccormick-reaper-images/

thCA28HWH3
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Chicago (1857).  Chicago, Braunhold & Sonne.  Palmatary, James T. (artist).  Henline & Hensel (lithographers). 

zoomable raster image online

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1857

Digital ID g4104c pm001460 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001460

Catalog #75693204

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693204

jp2CAVN40V8
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McCormick Works on north bank of Chicago River at Rush Street bridge.  Chicago (1857).  Chicago, Braunhold & Sonne. Palmatary, James T. (artist). Henline & Hensel (lithographers).

zoomable raster image online

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1857

Digital ID g4104c pm001460

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001460

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001460/

Catalog #75693204

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693204

jp2CAVN40V8
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Chicago (1860).

zoomable raster image online

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1860

Digital ID g4104c pm001470 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001470

Catalog # 75693205

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693205

jp2CABASDQB

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001470.jp2&res=0
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McCormick Works on north bank of Chicago River at Rush Street bridge. Chicago (1860).

zoomable raster image online

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1860

Digital ID g4104c pm001470 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001470

Catalog # 75693205

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693205

jp2CABASDQB

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001470.jp2&res=0
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Whitefield, E. (artist). View of Rush Sreet bridge (from Norton’s block on River street east to Lake Michigan). Whitefield's views of Chicago from nature. Chicagp (IL): E. Whitefield at 

Rufus Blanchard’s (copyright 1861).  Lithographer & printer: Charles Shober. 

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 

Call # PGA - Shober--View of Rush St. Bridge ... (B size) [P&P]

Reproduction #  LC-USZC4-2334 (color film copy transparency)

LC-USZ62-15998 (b&w film copy neg.)

LC-USZC2-1783 (color film copy slide)

Digital ID (color film copy transparency) cph 3g02334 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3g02334 

(b&w film copy neg.) cph 3a18221 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a18221 

(color film copy slide) cph 3b49683 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b49683 

Video frame  LCPP003A-18221 (from b&w film copy neg.)

LCPP003B-49683 (from color film copy slide)

Control #:  93506173
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Kurz, Louis (artist). Rush Street Bridge.  Chicago (IL): Jevne & Almini (1866 February).

RUSH STREET BRIDGE, is but one of a series of views intended to give a fair, general representation of the river and harbor of Chicago. The sketch is taken from the new bridge at State 

street, and looks eastwardly to Rush-street bridge. There was no bridge upon the river east of Clark street until 1857. Previous to that time the only means of crossing was by a rope ferry 

at the point where now stands Rush-street bridge. In the fall of 1856 this ferry boat, while crowded with passengers, was run down by a passing tug, and some some six or eight lives were 

lost, and then steps were taken to erect a bridge at that place.

The undertaking was a large one for the time. The river was somewhat strengthened—or perhaps it should be said that the bend in the river was made less abrupt—by widening it on the 

side. Near the south end of the bridge there stood the inner light-jouse, which was then discontinued. Old Fort Dearborn, from which Chicago took the name it bore for many years, was 

situated near the south end of this bridge, and was torn down about the time the bridge was built.

The bridge built upon this site, in 1857, was an iron bridge of handsome construction, and cost, including the mason work of the central pier, and of the adjustments and approached, fifty-

ywo thousand dollars. It was built by Harper and Tweedale, and was considered a model of strength and durability. The bridge was two hundred and nine feet long and thirty-three feet 

wide, turning upon a pivot in the water. The approaches measured. south forty feet, north seventy feet. In November, 1863, while a small vessel approaching, a herd of cattle was driven 

upon the bridge. The driver, unable to understand the remonstrances of the bridge-tender, or unable to control the movements of the cattle, disregarded the signal, and did not check the 

animals. The bridge was swung, to avoid a collision with the vessel; and when it got clear of the supports, the great weight of the cattle on one end caused it to slip from its central 

balance, and it then broke and fell into the river, a shapeless mass of broken and twisted iron. Though several persons were on the bridge at the time, no serious injury was sustained. A 

large number of cattle was drowned, and others were killed beneath the fragments of the broken bridge.

The new structure, which is represented in this view, is of the same dimensions as the original bridge, but is built of wood. Fox and Howard, of Chicago, erected it in 1864, for the city, at a

cost of ten thousand dollars.

On the left of the picture is the elevator of the Galena and Chicago Union Railroad, now one of the Northwestern Railway Comapny, and on the right is seen Jewett and Root’s stove 

warehouse. It wil be seen that Bennet Pieters and Company had, at the time the sketch was taken, sole occupancy of the fenders of the new bridge, in adveryising their famous Red 

Jacket Bitters.

James W. Sheahan, Esq. (1866 February)

http://chicagology.com/pre-fire-chicago/engravings/eng13/
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Kurz, Louis.  View from Van Buren Street Bridge.  Chicago (IL): Jevne & Almini (1867 January).  Chicago Lithographing Co., 62-64 Clark Street

http://chicagology.com/pre-fire-chicago/engravings/eng26/
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Kurz, Louis. Junction of the Chicago River.  Chicago (IL): Jevne & Almini (1866 July)

Chicago River where the two branches unite and form the main river. The drawing is taken from a point on West Water Street, north of the approach to Lake Street Bridge.

It presents a scene hardly equal in animation to what is generally to be seen at that point. On the right are the protections to Lake Street Bridge. On the left is a vessel in tow of a tug 

coming from the north branch, and in the extreme distance is Wells Street Bridge over the main river. On the north side of the river are the Iowa and other Elevators, and on the south the 

row of warehouses lying between South Water Street and the river.

At the front of the picture may be seen the upper portion of a locomotive upon the track which connects along this line the various Northern and Western with the Southern and Eastern 

Railways.

James W. Sheahan, Esq. 

http://chicagology.com/pre-fire-chicago/engravings/eng47/
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Kurz, Louis (artist). Lake Street Bridge.  Chicago (IL): Jevne & Almini (1866 May). Chicago Lithographing Co., 152-154 Clark Street.

South branch of the Chicago river, lying between Randolph and Lake street bridges. It is generally more crowded with vessels of all kinds than now presented. 

The bridge is just south of the junction of the North and South branches. 

It is not crossed by any of the lines of street cars, and as Lake street, on the east from the lake, and west to Halsted street is graded, and is paved with Nicholson blocks, it is the favorite 

crossing to and from the west side of the river for equestrians and for vehicles of all kinds. 

The bridge is comparatively new; it is wooden, turns on a central pivot, and is substantially built.

James W. Sheehan

http://chicagology.com/pre-fire-chicago/engravings/eng35/
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Whitehead, Edwin (artist).  View of Rush St. Bridge.  Chicago (IL): E. Whitehead at Rufus Blanchard’s, 52 LaSalle Street (1861).  Printer: Chas Shober 109 Lake Street, Chicago.

http://chicagology.com/pre-fire-chicago/engravings/eng13/
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Chicago 1868.  Ruger, A. Chicago in 1868 from Schiller Street north side to 12th Street south side.  Chicago (IL):, Chicago Lithographing Co. (1868).

Inset: Chicago in 1820.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A35 1868 .R8

Digital ID g4104c pm001480

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001480

Catalog # 73693350http://lccn.loc.gov/73693350

jp2CALATSPW
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McCormick Works on north bank of Chicago River at Rush Street bridge. Chicago 1868. Ruger, A.  Chicago in 1868 from Schiller Street north side to 12th Street south side.  Chicago 

(IL):, Chicago Lithographing Co. (1868).

Inset: Chicago in 1820.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A35 1868 .R8

Digital ID g4104c pm001480

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001480

Catalog # 73693350http://lccn.loc.gov/73693350

jp2CALATSPW
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Chicago 1871.  The City of Chicago as it was before the great conflagration of October 8th, 9th, & 10th, 1871.  Chicago (IL): W. Flint (copyright 1872).

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1871 .C5 MLC 

Digital ID g4104c pm001493 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001493 

Catalog # 86691728

http://lccn.loc.gov/86691728

jp2CAZJDWLB.jpg

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001493/
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McCormick Works, north bank of Chicago River near Rush Street bridge.  Chicago 1871.  The City of Chicago as it was before the great conflagration of October 8th, 9th, & 10th, 1871.  

Chicago (IL): W. Flint (copyright 1872).

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1871 .C5 MLC 

Digital ID g4104c pm001493 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001493 

Catalog # 86691728

http://lccn.loc.gov/86691728

jp2CAZJDWLB.jpg

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001493/
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Chicago (1871) (before fire).  Davis, Theodore R. (artist). Bird's-eye-view of Chicago as it was before the great fire.  From Harper's weekly, October 21, 1871, pages 984-5. I

Indexed for points of interest. Text of pages 983 and 986 on verso. 

zoomable raster image available online. 

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA dcu

Call # G4104.C6A35 1871 .D3

Geographic class # 4104 C6

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001495

Control #  74693213 

jp2CA3GWYMS

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001495/
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12 - Rush Street Bridge

McCormick Works, north bank of Chicago River near Rush Street bridge. Chicago (1871) (before fire).  Davis, Theodore R. (artist). Bird's-eye-view of Chicago as it was before the great 

fire.  From Harper's weekly, October 21, 1871, pages 984-5. I

Indexed for points of interest. Text of pages 983 and 986 on verso.

zoomable raster image available online. 

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA dcu

Call # G4104.C6A35 1871 .D3

Geographic class # 4104 C6

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001495

Control #  74693213 

jp2CA3GWYMS

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001495/
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(right section of) Panoramic view showing the McCormick Reaper works before the Chicago Fire of 1871.  Chicago River east of Rush Street Bridge.

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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(left section of) Panoramic view showing the McCormick Reaper works before the Chicago Fire of 1871.  Chicago River east of Rush Street Bridge.

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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McCormick Reaper Works during Chicago Fire (1871).

File # 0305001844-l

Image ID: WHi-24889

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi/fullimage.asp?id=24889
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Escaping to the river. Section of Great Chicago Fire cyclorama (1892).

People rush toward the Chicago River, hoping to escape the blazing city by boat. 

This view is looking eastward, toward the mouth of the Chicago River and Lake Michigan.

Gift of Mr. H. H. Gross through Mr. Frank G. Logan, 1905.18

Chicago History Museum collection

ICHi-68309

http://blog.chicagohistory.org/index.php/2013/10/great-chicago-fire-cyclorama/
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Panic at the Rush Street Bridge 1871 October 9.  Section of Great Chicago Fire cyclorama (1892).

Pandemonium reigned at the Rush Street Bridge, the last bridge to burn in the early morning hours of October 9, 1871. This scene depicts people, carts, and horses going in both 

directions at once: most are heading north, although that section of the city is burning, too. Note the Chicago Water Tower standing in the distance, one of the few buildings to survive the 

fire.

Gift of Mr. H. H. Gross through Mr. Frank G. Logan, 1905.18

Chicago History Museum collection

ICHi-68307

http://blog.chicagohistory.org/index.php/2013/10/great-chicago-fire-cyclorama/
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The Great Fire in Chicago: The Fire Crossing the River from the South to the North Side; Kellogg & Bulkeley, Lithograph, ca. 1872 (ichi-39266)

i39266_poster.jpg

http://www.greatchicagofire.org/item/ichi-39266
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Chicago in flames: Scene at Randolph Street Bridge.  New York (NY): Currier & Ives (1872-1874).

People fleeing burning city.

Number 1125

Currier & Ives : a catalogue raisonné.  Detroit (MI): Gale Research (copyright 1983).

Library of Congress

Call # PGA - Currier & Ives--Chicago in flames (A size) [P&P]

Reproduction #LC-USZC4-3936 (color copy transparency)

LC-USZC2-2093 (color slide)

LC-USZ62-8866 (b&w film copy neg.)

LC-USZ6-334 (b&w film copy neg.)

Digital ID  (color film copy transparency) cph 3g03936 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3g03936 

(color film copy slide) cph 3b49976 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b49976 

(b&w film copy neg. LC-USZ62-8866) cph 3a11406 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a11406 

(b&w film copy neg. LC-USZ6-334) cph 3a00324 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a00324 

Control #:  90715935
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The great fire at Chicago (1871 October 8).  New York (NY): Currier & Ives (copyright 1871).

Number 2835

Currier & Ives : a catalogue raisonné.  Detroit (MI): Gale Research (copyright 1983).

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 

Call # PGA - Currier & Ives--Great fire at Chicago ... (D size) [P&P]

Reproduction #  LC-DIG-pga-00762 (digital file from original print)

LC-USZ62-14092 (b&w film copy neg.)

Digital ID (digital file from original print) pga 00762 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pga.00762 

(b&w film copy neg.) cph 3a16372 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3a16372 

Control # 2001704271
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Kelly, Thomas.  Destruction of Chicago by Fire, Oct. 1871; 

i02956_poster.jpg

http://www.greatchicagofire.org/item/ichi-02956
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Chicago (1871). Map showing the burnt district in Chicago: published for the benefit of the Relief Fund.  Saint Louis (MO): R.P. Studley Co. 

zoomable raster image available online.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C5 187- .R3 

Digital ID g4104c ct003153

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.ct003153 

Catalog # 2010592712

http://lccn.loc.gov/2010592712

jp2CAD5HRLT

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.ct003153/

Also:

Map Showing the Burnt District in Chicago, 3rd Edition; R. P. Studley Company, 1871 (ichi-02870)

http://www.greatchicagofire.org/item/ichi-02870
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McCormick Works on north bank of Chicago River at Rush Street bridge. Chicago (1871).  Map showing the burnt district in Chicago: published for the benefit of the Relief Fund.  Saint 

Louis (MO): R.P. Studley Co.

zoomable raster image available online.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C5 187- .R3 

Digital ID g4104c ct003153

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.ct003153 

Catalog # 2010592712

http://lccn.loc.gov/2010592712

jp2CAD5HRLT

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.ct003153/

Also:

Map Showing the Burnt District in Chicago, 3rd Edition; R. P. Studley Company, 1871 (ichi-02870)

http://www.greatchicagofire.org/item/ichi-02870
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The City of Chicago, showing the burnt district.   Harpers Weekly (1874 August 1) (pages 636-637; text on verso pages 635 & 638).

Perspective map not drawn to scale.

From a colored print published by Currier & Ives.

zoomable raster image available online

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1874 .C5

Digital ID g4104c pm001521 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001521 

Catalog # 75693037

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693037

jp2CA0KD3EC.jpg

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001521/
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McCormick Works, old site at Rush Street Bridge.  The City of Chicago, showing the burnt district.   Harpers Weekly (1874 August 1) (pages 636-637; text on verso pages 635 & 638).

Perspective map not drawn to scale.

From a colored print published by Currier & Ives.

zoomable raster image available online

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1874 .C5

Digital ID g4104c pm001521 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001521 

Catalog # 75693037

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693037

jp2CA0KD3EC.jpg

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001521/
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Former site of McCormick Reaper Works on Chicago River at Rush Street Bridge.  Chicago (1892). The city of Chicago.  New York (NY): Currier & Ives (copyright 1892).

zoomable raster image available online.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1892 .C8

Digital ID g4104c pm001500 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001500 

Catalog # 75693210

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693210

jp2CANEUJ60

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001500.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001500/
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Former site of McCormick Reaper Works on Chicago River at Rush Street Bridge.  Chicago (1892). Roy, Peter. Bird's eye view of Chicago, 1892.  Chicago (IL) (copyright 1892).

Perspective map not drawn to scale.

zoomable raster image available online

Panoramic  Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1892 .R6

Digital ID g4104c pm001510 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001510 

Catalog # 75693206

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693206

jp2CA6SIMPD

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001510.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001510/
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Former site of McCormick Reaper Works on Chicago River at Rush Street Bridge. Chicago (1893).  Treutlein, Thomas (artist) 1893 grand view of Chicago.  Chicago (IL): Reynertson & 

Beckerman (copyright 1893).

Perspective map not drawn to scale. - Bird's-eye-view.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1893 .T7 

Digital ID g4104c pm001520 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001520 

Catalog # 75693211

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693211

jp2CAEFC47J

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001520.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001520/
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Former site of McCormick Reaper Works on Chicago River at Rush Street Bridge. Chicago (1893). Bird's eye view of Chicago, 1893.  Chicago (IL): Peter Roy (copyright 1892).

Includes index and inset of View of Chicago in 1832.

Indexed 'Map of the buildings and grounds of the World's Columbian Exposition at Jackson Park and Midway Plaisance, Chicago, Ill., U.S.A. 1893

zoomable raster image available online

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1893 .R6

Digital ID g4104c pm001511

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001511 

Catalog # 97686545http://lccn.loc.gov/97686545

jp2CAPYIA5P

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001511.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001511/
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Bird's-eye-view of the business district of Chicago.  Chicago (IL): Poole Brothers (copyright 1898).

Perspective map not drawn to scale. - Oriented with north to the right.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1898 .P6 

Digital ID g4104c pm001530 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001530 

Catalog # 75693212

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693212

jp2CA7IX2NY

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001530.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001530/
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Former site of McCormick Reaper Works on Chicago River at Rush Street Bridge. Bird's-eye-view of the business district of Chicago.  Chicago (IL): Poole Brothers (copyright 1898).

Perspective map not drawn to scale. - Oriented with north to the right.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1898 .P6 

Digital ID g4104c pm001530 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001530 

Catalog # 75693212

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693212

jp2CA7IX2NY

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001530.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001530/
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Former site of McCormick Reaper Works on Chicago River at Rush Street Bridge.  Bird's-eye-view of the business district of Chicago.  Chicago (IL): Poole Brothers (copyright 1898).

Perspective map not drawn to scale. - Oriented with north to the right.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1898 .P6 

Digital ID g4104c pm001530 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001530 

Catalog # 75693212

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693212

jp2CA7IX2NY

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001530.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001530/
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Former site of McCormick Reaper Works on Chicago River at Rush Street Bridge.  Reincke, Arno B. (artist). Chicago, central business section.  Chicago (IL): Aeroview Co. (copyright 

1916). Reincke-Ellis Co., engravers-printers, Chicago.

zoomable raster image available online.

Advertisement and location of Intertype Corporation overprinted in red. -

Repository Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1916 .R39 MLC 

Digital ID g4104c pm001552 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001552 

Catalog # 87690504

http://lccn.loc.gov/87690504

jp2CA7HDHA9

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001552.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001552/

http://www.galleyrack.com/images/artifice/restools/cities/chicago/reincke-chicago-panoramic-map-1916-color-loc-g4104c-pm001550-2048x.png

reincke-chicago-panoramic-map-1916-color-loc-g4104c-pm001550.pdf

reincke-chicago-panoramic-map-1916-color-loc-g4104c-pm001550.png

http://www.circuitousroot.com/artifice/restools/cities/chicago/index.html

2.5. Maps (Fire Insurance; Sanborn)

Maps from the ca. 1886 Elisha Robinson Atlas of the City of Chicago are online in the 'Fire Insurance Maps' section of Chicago Imagebase, 

http://tigger.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/index.html (However, this site does not appear to have been updated since 1999.)
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Rush Street Bridge 1894

http://www.greatchicagofire.org/view-item/513
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Usually, McCormick was at his best 

when the situation was at its 

worst. 

His Titanic work immediately after 

the great Chicago Fire of 1871 is 

the most striking evidence of this. 

He had been living at the corner of 

Tenth Street and Fifth Avenue, in 

New York City, for four years 

before the Fire; but he was in 

Chicago during the greatest of all 

Illinois disasters.

In one day of fire and terror he saw 

his city reduced to a waste of 

ashes. 

It was no longer a city. 

It was two thousand acres of 

desolation. 

He was himself in the midst of the 

fire-fighting.

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 151-153).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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When his wife, in response to his 

telegraphic message, came to him 

in Chicago two days later, he met 

her wearing a half-burned hat and 

a half-burned overcoat. 

His big factory, which was at that 

time making about 10,000 

harvesters a year, was wholly 

destroyed. 

In a flash he found himself without 

a city and without a business.

McCormick never flinched. 

The arrival of a great difficulty was 

always his cue. 

First he ascertained his wife's 

wishes. 

Did she wish the factory to be 

rebuilt, or did she want him to 

retire from active business life? 

Thinking of her son, she said 

‘Rebuild’.

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 151-153).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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At once McCormick became the 

most buoyant and confident 

citizen in the ruined city. 

His great spirit was aroused. 

He called up one of his attorneys 

and sent him in haste to the docks 

to buy lumber. 

He telegraphed to his agents to 

rush in as much money as they 

could collect.

Every bank in the city had been 

burned, so for a time this money 

was kept by the cashier in a market 

basket, and carried at night to a 

private house. 

There was one day as much as 

$24,000 in the basket. 

Before the cinders were cool, 

McCormick had given orders to 

build a new factory, larger than the 

one that had been burned down.

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 151-153).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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More than this, he had also given 

orders that his house in New York 

should be sold, and that a home 

should be established in Chicago. 

Chicago was his city. 

He had seen it grow from 10,000 

to 325,000. 

And in this hour of its distress he 

tossed aside all other plans and 

gave Chicago all he had.

His unconquerableness gave heart 

to others.

Several of the wealthiest citizens, 

who had lost courage, rallied to 

the help of the city. 

One merchant, who had lost his 

store, borrowed $100,000 from 

McCormick and started again.

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 151-153).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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McCormick, who was one of the 

main builders of Chicago before 

the fire, also become one of the 

main builders of Chicago after the 

fire.

In less than three years after the 

fire, Chicago after became larger 

and finer than Chicago before.

Steel-fibred tenacity was the main 

factor in the success of 

McCormick, whether we consider 

him as a manufacturer or as a 

great American. 

Tenacity enabled him to establish 

the perilous industry of making 

harvesting machines—a business 

so complex and many-sided that 

out of every twenty manufacturers 

who set out to emulate 

McCormick, only one survives 

today.

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 151-153).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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Tenacity enabled McCormick to 

hold his own in spite of adverse 

litigation, the hostility of Congress, 

the rivalry of other inventors, and 

the calamity of the Great Fire. 

His tenacity was so remarkable, 

and so productive of good to his 

country and to himself, that he will 

always remain one of the creative 

and heroic figures in the early 

industrial history of the United 

States.

Casson, Herbert N. (author).  Cyrus Hall McCormick, His Life and Work. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. (copyright 1909) (pages 151-153).

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/41953/41953-h/41953-h.htm
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McCormick Reaper Works

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works-i14.jpg

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works
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McCormick Works, new site at Blue Island at Western at Chicago River.  The City of Chicago, showing the burnt district.   Harpers Weekly (1874 August 1) (pages 636-637; text on verso 

pages 635 & 638).

Perspective map not drawn to scale.

From a colored print published by Currier & Ives.

zoomable raster image available online

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1874 .C5

Digital ID g4104c pm001521 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001521 

Catalog # 75693037

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693037

jp2CA0KD3EC.jpg

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001521/
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In 1827, the US Congress granted 

Illinois 284,000 acres along the 

route of the future Illinois-

Michigan Canal.

By 1860, farms dotted the area of 

the future South Lawndale 

neighborhood.

It was called Mud Lake because 

the Chicago River flooded 

constantly.

In 1863, when the Chicago, 

Burlington and Quincy Railroad 

expanded, a community grew 

around the Lawndale station and 

another around the Crawford 

station.

After 1871, population grew as a 

result of the Chicago Fire.

Because of the fire, some early 

builders used stone quarried in 

Lemont.

91http://www.lawndale.org/lawndale-history/south-lawndale-history
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Within a few years after the fire, 

Lawndale was sub-divided into lots 

and became  predominantly 

residential.

Crawford remained a farming 

section.

92http://www.lawndale.org/lawndale-history/south-lawndale-history
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Entrance to McCormick Reaper Works in Canalport, at roughly 26th Street and Blue Island.

http://i28.photobucket.com/albums/c222/pbmcd/2007/2007-06-30%20haymarket/past/oakleyavegate-sm.jpg

http://www.dailykos.com/story/2007/07/01/352507/-Chicago-Treasures-Haymarket-Tragedy-1-Warning-purty-pitchures

© Kos Media, LLC Site content may be used for any purpose without explicit permission unless otherwise specified
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Dare, Francis (creator). McCormick Reaper Works, Chicago.   Chicago (IL):  Keystone View Company.

Contributor:  Gifford M. Mast (1930 September 19)

Identifier: 1996.0009.L54256 

ark:/13030/tf1870105s

http://www.cmp.ucr.edu/

Keystone-Mast Collection

UC Riverside, California Museum of Photography

http://cdn.calisphere.org/data/13030/jq/kt1z09p5jq/files/kt1z09p5jq-cmpr0101.jpg

Please contact UCR/California Museum of Photography for information about the copyright status of this item. Some materials in these collections may be protected by the U.S. Copyright 

Law (Title 17, U.S.C.). In addition, the reproduction, and/or commercial use, of some materials may be restricted by gift or purchase agreements, donor restrictions, privacy and publicity 

rights, licensing agreement(s), and/or trademark rights. Distribution or reproduction of materials protected by copyright beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of 

the copyright owners. To the extent other restrictions apply, permission for distribution or reproduction from the applicable rights holder is also required. Responsibility for obtaining 

permissions, and for any use rests exclusively with the user. 
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mccormick-reaper-works-i0.jpg

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works
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In 1673, Marquette and Joliet 

(French missionaries) passed 

through a difficult swamp that 

Native Americans named Chicago 

(smelly onion).  

In the 1830s people began to 

travel the High Prairie Trail (Ogden 

Avenue).  

Trenching started for the Illinois-

Michigan Canal to connect Chicago 

with Mississippi River traffic. 

Western expansion increased.  

Farmers and settlers started new 

or better lives on the prairie.  

Land parcels went on sale.  

The city of Chicago was founded.

History.  Epiphany Parish, 2524 S. Keeler, Chicago, Illinois.

http://epiphanyarchchicago.org/64
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In 1848, Peter Crawford, a 

Scotsman, paid $2,400 for 160 

acres of land bounded by Kostner, 

26th, Pulaski and 22nd (Cermak) in 

an area that eventually became 

Epiphany parish.  

In 1857 Chicago extended only to 

Western; and Crawford’s  land was 

located in Cicero Township   

In 1869 Chicago annexed land as 

far west as Crawford (Pulaski).

In 1871, the Great Chicago Fire 

destroyed the city.

Civic and business leaders 

reconstructed the city with a 

massive redevelopment. 

McCormick rebuilt the Reaper 

Works on Western Avenue near 

Blue Island Avenue (26th Street).

Many McCormick employees 

looked for housing in ‘Crawford’.

History.  Epiphany Parish, 2524 S. Keeler, Chicago, Illinois.

http://epiphanyarchchicago.org/64
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The 10-cent train ride on the 

Burlington railroad from 

downtown Chicago to Keeler 

Street made ‘Crawford’ a good 

place for workers to live.  

Crawford became home to Dutch, 

German, Irish, Bohemian and 

Polish immigrants.

The Catholic faithful traveled to 

Blessed Sacrament at 22nd and 

Central Park until they made a new 

parish.

History.  Epiphany Parish, 2524 S. Keeler, Chicago, Illinois.

http://epiphanyarchchicago.org/64
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Chicago (1892). The city of Chicago.  New York (NY): Currier & Ives (copyright 1892).

zoomable raster image available online.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1892 .C8

Digital ID g4104c pm001500 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001500 

Catalog # 75693210

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693210

jp2CANEUJ60

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001500.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001500/
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McCormick Reaper Works near Blue Island/ 26th Street and Western.  Chicago (1892). The city of Chicago.  New York (NY): Currier & Ives (copyright 1892).

zoomable raster image available online.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1892 .C8

Digital ID g4104c pm001500 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001500 

Catalog # 75693210

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693210

jp2CANEUJ60

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001500.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001500/
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Chicago (1892). Roy, Peter. Bird's eye view of Chicago, 1892.  Chicago (IL) (copyright 1892).

Perspective map not drawn to scale.

zoomable raster image available online

Panoramic  Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1892 .R6

Digital ID g4104c pm001510 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001510 

Catalog # 75693206

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693206

jp2CA6SIMPD

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001510.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001510/
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McCormick Reaper Works near Blue Island/ 26th Street and Western.  Chicago (1892). Roy, Peter. Bird's eye view of Chicago, 1892.  Chicago (IL) (copyright 1892).

Perspective map not drawn to scale.

zoomable raster image available online

Panoramic  Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1892 .R6

Digital ID g4104c pm001510 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001510 

Catalog # 75693206

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693206

jp2CA6SIMPD

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001510.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001510/
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Chicago (1893). Bird's eye view of Chicago, 1893.  Chicago (IL): Peter Roy (copyright 1892).

Includes index and inset of View of Chicago in 1832.

Indexed 'Map of the buildings and grounds of the World's Columbian Exposition at Jackson Park and Midway Plaisance, Chicago, Ill., U.S.A. 1893

zoomable raster image available online

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1893 .R6

Digital ID g4104c pm001511

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001511 

Catalog # 97686545http://lccn.loc.gov/97686545

jp2CAPYIA5P

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001511.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001511/
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McCormick Reaper Works near Blue Island/ 26th Street and Western. Chicago (1893). Bird's eye view of Chicago, 1893.  Chicago (IL): Peter Roy (copyright 1892).

Includes index and inset of View of Chicago in 1832.

Indexed 'Map of the buildings and grounds of the World's Columbian Exposition at Jackson Park and Midway Plaisance, Chicago, Ill., U.S.A. 1893

zoomable raster image available online

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1893 .R6

Digital ID g4104c pm001511

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001511 

Catalog # 97686545http://lccn.loc.gov/97686545

jp2CAPYIA5P

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001511.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001511/
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Chicago (1893).  Treutlein, Thomas (artist) 1893 grand view of Chicago.  Chicago (IL): Reynertson & Beckerman (copyright 1893).

Perspective map not drawn to scale. - Bird's-eye-view.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1893 .T7 

Digital ID g4104c pm001520 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001520 

Catalog # 75693211

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693211

jp2CAEFC47J

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001520.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001520/
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McCormick Reaper Works near Blue Island/ 26th Street and Western. Chicago (1893).  Treutlein, Thomas (artist) 1893 grand view of Chicago.  Chicago (IL): Reynertson & Beckerman 

(copyright 1893).

Perspective map not drawn to scale. - Bird's-eye-view.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1893 .T7 

Digital ID g4104c pm001520 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001520 

Catalog # 75693211

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693211

jp2CAEFC47J

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001520.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001520/
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Reincke, Arno B. (artist). Chicago, central business section.  Chicago (IL): Aeroview Co. (copyright 1916). Reincke-Ellis Co., engravers-printers, Chicago.

zoomable raster image available online.

Advertisement and location of Intertype Corporation overprinted in red. -

Repository Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1916 .R39 MLC 

Digital ID g4104c pm001552 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001552 

Catalog # 87690504

http://lccn.loc.gov/87690504

jp2CA7HDHA9

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001552.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001552/

http://www.galleyrack.com/images/artifice/restools/cities/chicago/reincke-chicago-panoramic-map-1916-color-loc-g4104c-pm001550-2048x.png

reincke-chicago-panoramic-map-1916-color-loc-g4104c-pm001550.pdf

reincke-chicago-panoramic-map-1916-color-loc-g4104c-pm001550.png

http://www.circuitousroot.com/artifice/restools/cities/chicago/index.html

2.5. Maps (Fire Insurance; Sanborn)

Maps from the ca. 1886 Elisha Robinson Atlas of the City of Chicago are online in the 'Fire Insurance Maps' section of Chicago Imagebase, 

http://tigger.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/index.html (However, this site does not appear to have been updated since 1999.)
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McCormick Reaper Works near Blue Island/ 26th Street and Western.  Reincke, Arno B. (artist). Chicago, central business section.  Chicago (IL): Aeroview Co. (copyright 1916). Reincke-

Ellis Co., engravers-printers, Chicago.

zoomable raster image available online.

Advertisement and location of Intertype Corporation overprinted in red. -

Repository Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1916 .R39 MLC 

Digital ID g4104c pm001552 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001552 

Catalog # 87690504

http://lccn.loc.gov/87690504

jp2CA7HDHA9

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001552.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001552/
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reincke-chicago-panoramic-map-1916-color-loc-g4104c-pm001550.pdf

reincke-chicago-panoramic-map-1916-color-loc-g4104c-pm001550.png

http://www.circuitousroot.com/artifice/restools/cities/chicago/index.html

2.5. Maps (Fire Insurance; Sanborn)

Maps from the ca. 1886 Elisha Robinson Atlas of the City of Chicago are online in the 'Fire Insurance Maps' section of Chicago Imagebase, 

http://tigger.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/index.html (However, this site does not appear to have been updated since 1999.)
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Inventions which have resulted in 

great industries and the 

development of great natural 

resources will always be subjects 

of deep interest to the student of 

history and political economy. 

The cotton gin rendered available 

the vast agricultural resources of 

the Southern States, and the 

correspondingly great cotton 

manufacturing interests of England 

and New England. 

The reaper did as much for 

Northern agriculture, making 

possible the harvests which have 

taxed the powers of 

transportation, reversed the 

balance of our trade with Europe, 

and carried our national prosperity 

to the highest level.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 

http://www.machinehistory.com/node/907
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America is the birthplace and 

home of the reaping machine. 

Here it was invented and first 

successfully introduced, here its 

greatest achievements have been 

won, and here it has proved itself 

one of the factors in transforming 

a continent from a state of 

primitive solitude to be the home 

of fifty million enterprising people 

engaged in all the arts and 

manufactures of civilization.

When we look back fifty years and 

remember that the reaping hook 

and grain cradle were the only 

means the farmer then had of 

securing his crop, we are led to 

wonder how many centuries most 

have elapsed before the land west 

of the Alleghenies could have been 

settled as it is today, not only to 

the Mississippi, but from ocean to 

ocean. 

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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The reaping machine has not only 

made this possible, but has made 

farming profitable on a scale never 

dreamed of before. 

In Minnesota and Dakota there are 

grain farms of from ten to thirty 

thousand acres, whose princely 

owners purchase and operate 

reaping machines by the score and 

by the hundred. 

The first successful reaping 

machine put in use was invented 

and constructed by Cyrus H. 

McCormick, a native of Rockbridge

County, Virginia, in 1831, a patent 

upon which was granted by the 

United States in 1834, and this 

original machine is recognized as 

the type and pattern after which 

all others of subsequent date have 

been modeled. 

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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The manufacture of this machine 

was commenced in Virginia. 

But not until 1845, at Cincinnati, 

Ohio, did the annual product reach 

a large number. 

During that year 500 were 

constructed and sold. 

In 1846-78 some machines were 

manufactured at Brockport, N. Y., 

on ‘royalty’.

With discriminating judgment Mr. 

McCormick foresaw that Chicago 

was to be the center of trade in 

the Northwest, by reason of its 

favorable geographical position 

and superior shipping facilities, 

and he therefore transferred the 

manufacture to that city in 1847, 

building 500 machines in the new 

shops. 

In 1848, 700 machines were made 

and sold, and in 1849 the figure 

reached 1,500.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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Here the first works for making the 

reaping machine were erected, 

and the improvement of the 

machines themselves vigorously 

commenced, and from that time 

onward the development of this 

great industry has been 

commensurate with the strides 

which Chicago has made.

Soon after this, Mr. McCormick 

induced his two brothers, William 

S. and Leander J., to come from 

Virginia to Chicago to assist him in 

the manufacture of the machine. 

The former continued with him 

until his death in 1865, and the 

latter until now having an interest 

of one-fourth in the corporation, 

the remaining three-fourths 

belonging to Cyrus H. McCormick. 

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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The works of the McCormick 

Harvesting Machine Company are 

situated in the southwestern 

portion of the city of Chicago, upon 

the bank of the river, and at a 

point where all the vast network of 

Chicago railroads centers.

Ten rooms, 100 x 60 feet, occupied 

by the woodworking department, 

are fitted with the most improved 

machinery for planning, sawing, 

shaping, and dressing the various 

wood parts of the machines. 

The construction of the main 

wheels for the harvester is an 

interesting study in itself.

In this alone are involved more 

than a dozen processes in wood 

and iron work. 

The last operation is the putting on 

of the tire.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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The greatest interest to an 

observer centers in the machine 

shop. 

Looking down the long aisles of 

machinery, the attention of the 

visitor is drawn to the many 

curiously shaped machines of 

special design necessary in the 

various processes of the iron work.

The tendency now is toward the 

extensive use of iron in the 

construction of the machines, 

which insures greater strength and 

lightness, and gives the machine a 

more attractive appearance. 

As a consequence, the lathe work 

necessary is largely increased, and 

this renders specially designed 

machinery and tools indispensable. 

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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For example, the introduction of 

the inclosed gear frames for 

reapers, mowers, and droppers 

necessitated a machine which 

could bore all the holes required 

for shafts, etc., at one operation, 

and several of these are in use, 

which cost thousands of dollars to 

build.

The boring of the rake posts, cams, 

iron frames of binders and reapers, 

and many other parts of the 

machines needs such special 

machinery as we have alluded to.  

This perfection of the work renders 

easy the renewal of any part in the 

field, should any piece become 

broken or worn, and insures the 

exact duplication of it at any time 

thereafter, so long as the patterns 

may be preserved.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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The blacksmith shop is a large 

building provided with all the 

appliances for cutting, punching, 

forging, and shaping the various 

pieces of wrought iron used in the 

construction of the machines.

The foundry is a fine structure. 245 

x 90 feet, with two wings, one of 

them 80 x 60 feet. 

Here about 75 tons of pig-iron, 

from its two cupolas, are daily 

transformed into castings of all 

descriptions.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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The foundation of all reaping 

machines is the sickle-bar.

It is well worthy of note that the 

original cutting apparatus invented 

by Cyrus H. McCormick, fifty years 

ago, has never been superseded or 

improved in its essential features.

A large building in the center of 

the rectangle contains the 

grindstones, upon which the knives 

are ground, the tapping machines 

for serrating the edges of the 

sections or blades, the machines 

for rolling the bars, and the room 

for assembling all the parts 

necessary to form the complete 

cutting apparatus.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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From the iron and wood working 

departments all the material for 

the construction of the machines 

passes to the paint shops, where 

the rude contrasts of wood and 

iron in their natural colors are 

made to blend harmoniously and 

with pleasing effect to the eye, by 

means of the artist's skillful brush.

The spacious paint shop, 

comprising more than a dozen 

rooms, 100 x 60 feet, are 

constantly crowded to their fullest 

extent, and only the most skilled 

labor is employed in the final 

decoration of the machines.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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The packing departments are of 

unusual interest to the casual 

observer, this work being a science 

peculiar to itself. 

The contents of the packing boxes 

are of such varied shapes and sizes 

that only long experience and 

practice on the part of the packers 

enable them to place them in 

perhaps one-half the cubic space 

that an unskillful person would 

require.

The shipping is conducted with 

great system, and the facilities are 

such that from twelve to twenty 

cars can be loaded and dispatched 

each day.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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The repair department is a small 

world of business in itself, 

embracing as it does the parts of 

all the McCormick machines made 

during the past twenty years. 

All the duplicate parts on hand can 

be known at once, and any part 

that is wanted for repairing any 

McCormick machine can be 

produced on demand. 

That the machines may constantly 

meet the requirements of the 

farmer in every respect, and for 

experimenting with new devices, a 

corps of draughtsmen, pattern and 

model makers are employed.

The company finds itself under the 

necessity of enlarging its 

manufacturing facilities during the 

coming season to meet the 

naturally increasing demand for its 

productions.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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A most interesting department to 

all scientific persons, in this 

manufacture, is found in the 

patented inventions which enter 

into the construction of the 

machines, and in the patents 

which the company holds for the 

use and protection of their 

business.

To one not familiar with the details 

of this interest, the importance 

and magnitude of the operations 

herein involved would be almost 

incredible. 

The original patents of Cyrus H. 

McCormick, granted in 1834, 1845, 

and 1847, expired before any 

material return for his labors 

accrued to the inventor.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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When endeavoring to obtain their 

extension at the Patent Office (a 

right which was accorded almost 

every other inventor of such 

prominence), Mr. McCormick's 

claim was refused, not on the 

ground of its invalidity, but 

because the invention was of too 

great importance to the world at 

large to admit of being placed 

virtually under the control of one 

man; as would be the case should 

the patents referred to have been 

extended.

Thus were the essential features of 

his invention made public, and the 

inventor was forced to compete 

with other manufacturers of the 

product of his own brain. 

In improvements upon the original, 

therefore, lay his greatest chance 

of success, and in this, as in the 

first machine, he was foremost.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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With the introduction into general 

use of the reaping machine, the 

attention of inventors on every 

hand was drawn toward further 

improvement in this direction, and 

applications for patents upon 

every conceivable mechanical 

device which could be utilized in 

connection with harvesting 

machines have flooded the Patent 

Office from that time to the 

present.

To the extensive manufacturer, 

therefore, it becomes a matter of 

necessity to protect himself from 

being assailed on every hand by 

speculators in patents upon every 

important new feature developed 

by him, and by obtaining control of 

or interests in such patents as 

might bear upon the forms of his 

construction and manufacture.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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It affords, therefore, to the 

McCormick Harvesting Machine 

Company a power not possessed 

by competing manufacturers, that 

they are the owners of and hold 

interests in hundreds of patents of 

this nature.

Especially in the development of 

their twine binder is the value of 

this self-protection evident, for 

claimants are constantly arising to 

share, if possible, in any advantage 

which may accrue from the use of 

a particular device tending toward 

the improvement of the machines.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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Comparing the machines which the 

McCormick Harvesting Machine 

Company and all their competitors 

now manufacture with the original 

reaper invented by Cyrus H. 

McCormick, as constructed by him 

in 1847, it will be found that all the 

vital elements of successful and 

practical work are retained intact, 

namely, the cutting apparatus, 

divider, reel, platform, attachment 

of the horses.

Yet from step to step the 

advancement has been in taking 

away all manual assistance from 

the machine, making it as far as 

possible entirely automatic.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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Consecutive steps in the progress 

of invention and development of 

the reaping machine are:

~ the addition of a seat or stand 

enabling the raker to ride on the 

machine instead of walking by its 

side; 

~ the substitution of the self-rake 

for the hand rake; the placing the 

binder stand upon the machine, 

whereby the men bound the 

sheaves while riding, instead of 

lifting them from the ground;

~ the substitution of the automatic 

binder for the manual labor;

~ and the automatic trip, whereby 

the size of the sheaf throws the 

binding mechanism into operation.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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Few of our readers can have any 

idea of the magnitude of this 

branch of industry. 

In all the harvest fields of the 

world the McCormick machines 

are at work, and the farmers of 

Australia, New Zealand, France, 

Italy, and Russia, are as familiar 

with their superior merits as are 

the farmers of Illinois, at whose 

doors they are manufactured.

We believe that the verdict of the 

leading scientific and mechanical 

authorities of the present day is 

unanimous in placing the 

McCormick machines in the lead of 

all others. 

At each successive World's 

International Exposition, from the 

World's Fair at London, in 1851, to 

the Melbourne Exposition of 1880, 

the highest honors have been 

without exception awarded to the 

McCormick reaper.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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The great extent of this trade at 

home and abroad will be better 

understood when we say that 

there have been built and sold 

over 300,000 of the McCormick 

machines since 1849, beginning 

with an annual product of 1,500 

machines, and increasing as the 

country developed, until the 

present annual production exceeds 

30,000 machines.

It is estimated that there are at 

this time 200,000 McCormick 

machines in existence, capable of 

harvesting annually 60,000,000 

acres of grain and grass, an area 

equal to the entire surface of the 

great States of New York and 

Pennsylvania,, requiring an army of 

200,000 men and 400,000 horses, 

and furnishing employment for 

tens of thousands engaged in 

handling and transporting the vast 

grain crops of the world.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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And the man whose brain evolved 

the idea of a successful reaping 

machine, and who carried the 

thought into deeds, and whose 

energy and shrewdness put this 

vast force at work, is alive among 

us today, enjoying his well-merited 

honors and success.

His name will go down to posterity 

as one of the great benefactors of 

the human race whose victories 

have been won in the successful 

effort to lessen toil and bless 

mankind.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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What the future of the reaping 

machine will be when the vast 

territories of the unexplored far 

away Northwest—the great grain 

belt of the world—shall have been 

brought under cultivation, we 

leave to the imagination of the 

reader, our duty as journalists 

being to trace the early history and 

present standing of this very 

important branch of national 

industry.

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14).

http://www.machinehistory.com/McCormick%20Harvesting%20Machine%20Company 
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McCormick Works at Chicago

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

http://www.machine-history.com/sites/default/files/images/McCormick%20Works%20at%20Chicago.jpg
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McCormick Foundry

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

http://www.machine-history.com/sites/default/files/images/McCormick%20Foundry.jpg
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Bolt & Nut Department

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

http://www.machine-history.com/sites/default/files/images/Bolt%20&%20Nut%20Deptartment.jpg



slide 135 of 447

Wood Sawing & Planing Department 

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

http://www.machine-history.com/sites/default/files/images/Wood%20Sawing%20&%20Planing%20Department.jpg
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Setting Up Machines

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

http://www.machine-history.com/sites/default/files/images/Setting%20Up%20Machines.jpg
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Making Harvester Wheels

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

http://www.machine-history.com/sites/default/files/images/Making%20Harvester%20Wheels.jpg
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Main Machine Room

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine. McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

http://www.machinehistory.com/Main%20Machine%20Room.jpg
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Setting Up Finger Bars 

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

http://www.machine-history.com/sites/default/files/images/Setting%20Up%20Finger%20Bars.jpg
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McCormick Self Binding Harvester

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

http://www.machine-history.com/sites/default/files/images/McCormick%20Self%20Binding%20Harvester.jpg
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McCormick Combined Reaper and Mower

McCormick Harvesting Machine Company.  Scientific American (1881 May 14). 

Manufacture of Harvesting Machine.  http://www.machine-history.com/sites/default/files/images/McCormick%20Combnd%20Reaper%20&%20Mower.jpg
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Cyrus McCormick | JI Austen 'Famous Americans' Ser A-327 

http://www.jeep2girl.com/cards/ee16500/ee16683_cyrus-mccormick.jpg

http://www.jeep2girl.com/cards/ee16500/ee16683_cyrus-mccormick-b.jpg
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In 1878, Albert Parsons was made 

secretary of the Eight Hour League 

of Chicago.

In 1884, Cyrus Hall McCormick, Sr. 

passed away.

He was known for not smoking, 

drinking or cursing, and for his 

activity in Presbyterian causes and 

Democratic politics.

His last words were ‘work, work, 

work’.

Cyrus Hall McCormick, Jr. took over 

the running of the McCormick 

Harvester Company.

The Federation of Organized 

Trades and Labor Union 

announced a goal to make eight-

hours a legal day of work, effective 

1886 May 1.

Haymarket Tragedy.

© Kos Media, LLC Site content may be used for any purpose without explicit permission unless otherwise specified
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Shortly after Cyrus McCormick, Jr. 

took control of the McCormick 

company, he began to mechanize 

the molding of iron.

The Iron Molders Union (largely 

Irish) went on strike.

German and Bohemian Anarchists 

and Socialists supported the Irish 

Iron Molders.

1886 May 1, 100,000 Americans 

went on strike for eight-hour work 

days.  

It was a peaceful day of protest in 

Chicago.

1886 May 3, Chicago  police 

attacked with clubs and bullets 

while August Spies spoke to 

demonstrators.

Two demonstrators were killed.

Haymarket Tragedy.

© Kos Media, LLC Site content may be used for any purpose without explicit permission unless otherwise specified
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August Spies raced to his office on 

Wells Street and wrote a protest of 

the killings.

He told his staff to put a banner on 

the circular and distribute it the 

morning of May 4.

The staff selected the unfortunate 

word ‘revenge’ for the banner.

Another circular called a rally at 

Haymarket Square.  

1886 May 4, Carter Harrison, the 

Mayor of Chicago, attended the 

rally.

He made sure people saw him so 

the event would be peaceful.

Captain Bonfield of the Chicago 

Police Department asked Harrison 

what should be done with ‘The 

Rabble’.

Haymarket Tragedy.
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Harrison told Bonfield to let the 

demonstrators speak because the 

crowd was small and the event 

was peaceful.

Harrison then left.

Bonfield sent some, but not all  

police officers away.

Parsons also left the rally early.

Samuel Fielden was the last 

speaker.

He recalled the men who were 

killed the day before at the 

McCormick Reaper Works.

Bonfield considered Fielden

inflammatory and ordered police 

to march as Fielden wound down 

his speech.

Haymarket Tragedy.

© Kos Media, LLC Site content may be used for any purpose without explicit permission unless otherwise specified
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Bonfield ordered demonstrators to 

disperse.

Fielden protested, ‘but we are 

peaceable’

Somebody threw a bomb from the 

shadows when police continued to 

march on the rally.

Seven police officers were killed, 

mostly by fire from other officers.

In an article about the riot that 

broke out, The Chicago Times 

called the workers, ‘rag-tag and 

bobtail cutthroats of Beelzebub 

from the Rhine, the Danube, the

Vistula and the Elbe.’

Parsons boarded a train for 

Geneva, Illinois, after he learned of 

the violence.

In 1961, the McCormick Reaper 

Works closed.

Haymarket Tragedy.

© Kos Media, LLC Site content may be used for any purpose without explicit permission unless otherwise specified
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McCormick Harvesting Machine Company's works, Chicago, Illinois.

Fasel, A.A. and Wilson, James and Son (artists).  McCormick Company. in: Hotchkiss, Jed and Waddell, Joseph Addison (authors). Historical atlas of Augusta County, Virginia.(maps 

from original surveys; its annals; physiography). Chicago (IL): Waterman, Watkins & Co. (1885). Shepard & Johnston, Printers, 140-6 Monroe St., Chicago.  

References:

U.S. Atlases, L6326; Stephenson, R.W. Virginia in Maps, 249, 273; Library of Congress G1293.A9 H6 1885.  

David Rumsey Collection  (2007)

List # 5747.011  

File: 5747011.sid  

RUMSEY~8~1~33708~1171418
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McCormick's harvester and twine binder.

Fasel, A.A. and Wilson, James and Son (artists).  McCormick Company. in: Hotchkiss, Jed and Waddell, Joseph Addison (authors).  Historical atlas of Augusta County, Virginia.(maps 

from original surveys; its annals; physiography).  Chicago (IL): Waterman, Watkins & Co. (1885). Shepard & Johnston, Printers, 140-6 Monroe St., Chicago.  

References:

U.S. Atlases, L6326; Stephenson, R.W. Virginia in Maps, 249, 273; Library of Congress G1293.A9 H6 1885.  

David Rumsey Collection  (2007)

List # 5747.011  

File: 5747011.sid  

RUMSEY~8~1~33708~1171418
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The McCormick Reaper Works.  Blue Island at Western (on South Branch of the Chicago River), Chicago, Illinois (1890).

Railroad lines in the foreground are partially covered with snow.

The Haymarket meeting of May 4, 1886 was called in response to the violence that occurred between striking workers and Chicago police officers at the McCormick Reaper Works on May 

3, 1886.

Gift of Thierry McCormick, 1964. 

Chicago History Museum

Reproduction # ICHi-14448

Digital ID 11V1360 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/11V1360v.jpg

Also:

mccormick-reaper-works-i1

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works/
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Riot at McCormick’s Reaper Works

Chicago (1886 May 3)

Morand, Paul J. (photographer) (1887). Riot at McCormick's reaper works, Chicago, 1886 May 3. 

Photograph of a painting of men fighting, a horse and wagon in the foreground, and the McCormick Reaper Works, Chicago (Ill.) in the background.

Gift of Dr. Joseph L. Baer. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-03659

Digital ID 39V0170 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/39V0170v.jpg

Also:

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works-i2

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works/
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Beginning of the rioting: gallant rescue of Officer Casey.  Chicago: The Graphic News (1886 May 15); Pictorial West, Volume 11, Number 11 (1887 November 20).

Image depicts the battle that occurred between striking workers and members of the Chicago Police Department outside McCormick Reaper Works factory on May 3, 1886. Image shows 

strikers throwing rocks and bricks at police officers who are seated on a wagon. The police are firing their guns into the crowd.

Includes inset: The black road from McCormick's factory. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-31338

Digital ID ichihay v30 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/v30v.jpg
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Spies, August Vincent Theodore (1855-1887) (Defendant).  Revenge Circular (1886 May 3).  People’s Exhibit 6.  Trial Evidence Book. Illinois vs. August Spies et al. 

Response to the killing of laborers at the McCormick Reapers Works meeting on 1886 May 3. Printed in English and German.  

Introduced into evidence during testimony of John Bonfield (Vol. I p. 19-52), 1886 July 16. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Digital ID x006 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/x006v.jpg
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1886 May 4 map, showing location of police wagon, three police  officials, and six companies of policemen (page 300). 

Flinn, John T. and Wilkie, John E. (authors).  History of The Chicago Police (from the settlement of the community to the present time).  Chicago: Police Book Fund (copyright 1887).  

Printer: W.B.Conkey, Chicago.

Contributed by University of Michigan Libraries

Digitalized by Google

http://books.google.com
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Before the explosion

Haymarket Square, Chicago (1886 May 4)

Morand, Paul, J. (photographer) (1887).  Meeting at the Haymarket Square, before the explosion of the bomb: Chicago, May 4, 1886.

Photograph of a painting of a large crowd of workingmen listening to labor leaders near Haymarket Square, Chicago (Ill.). 

The view looks out at the crowd and the speakers' platform from a distance behind the platform.

Gift of Dr. Joseph L. Baer. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-03669

Digital ID 40V0130 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/40V0130v.jpg

Also:

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/haymarket/beforeexplosion.jpg
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The Anarchist riot - a dynamite bomb explodes among police

Haymarket Square, Chicago (1886 May 4)

de Thulstrup, T. and Jeaneret, H. (artists). The Anarchist Riot in Chicago - A Dynamite Bomb exploding among the police. McCormick Strike, Haymarket Square (1886).   Harper’s 

Weekly, volume 30 (pages 312-313) (1886 May 15). No known restrictions on publication.

Reproduction #: LC-USZ62-796 (b&w film copy neg.)

Call # Illus. in AP2.H32 1886 (Case Y) [P&P]

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/99614182/

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/master/pnp/cph/3a00000/3a04000/3a04700/3a04704u.tif

Also:

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works-i7

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works/

Also:

page 308. Flinn, John T. and Wilkie, John E. (authors).  History of The Chicago Police (from the settlement of the community to the present time).  Chicago: Police Book Fund (copyright 

1887).  Printer: W.B.Conkey, Chicago.

Contributed by University of Michigan Libraries

Digitalized by Google

http://books.google.com
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Explosion of the bomb

Haymarket Square, Chicago (1886 May 4)

Morand, Paul J. (photographer) (1887).  Explosion of the bomb at Haymarket Square: Chicago, May 4, 1886.

Photograph of a painting of a bomb exploding near the speakers' platform near Haymarket Square and throwing men into the air. 

The view looks toward the speakers' platform from a distance with the explosion in the foreground.

Gift of Dr. Joseph L. Baer. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-03670

Digital ID 41V0150 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/41V0150v.jpg
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Battle after the explosion of the bomb

Haymarket Square, Chicago (1886 May 4)

Morand, Paul J. (photographer) (1887).  Battle after the explosion of bomb at Haymarket Square: Chicago, May 4, 1886.

Photograph of a painting of the aftermath of the bombing near Haymarket Square, showing smoke above the crowd, a man in the foreground aiming a gun, and men falling from their 

injuries at various locations among the crowd and among police ranks.

Gift of Dr. Joseph L. Baer. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-03673

Digital ID 42V0110 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/42V0110v.jpg
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Zepf’s

Hall

Greif’s

Hall

Police

Station

Speakers’

Wagon

Haymarket Square landmarks 1886 May 4.

Reference: 

texthttp://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/haymarket/haymarket.html

Located on: 

Chicago (1871).  Map showing the burnt district in Chicago: published for the benefit of the Relief Fund.  Saint Louis (MO): R.P. Studley Co.

zoomable raster image available online.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C5 187- .R3 

Digital ID g4104c ct003153

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.ct003153 

Catalog # 2010592712

http://lccn.loc.gov/2010592712

jp2CAD5HRLT

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.ct003153/

Also:

Map Showing the Burnt District in Chicago, 3rd Edition; R. P. Studley Company, 1871 (ichi-02870)

http://www.greatchicagofire.org/item/ichi-02870
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1886 May 4, 2,500 people 

gathered in Haymarket Square 

near Randolph and Desplaines to 

hear speeches about a violent 

clash between police and strikers 

at the McCormick plant the day 

before.

Speakers included August Spies, 

Albert Parsons, and Samuel 

Fielden.

Topics included the Eight-Hour Day 

movement and tensions between 

labor and capital across the nation. 

At 10:30 pm, when the crowd was 

only 200 people, a bomb exploded 

at the same time that 176 armed 

police officers moved in to 

disperse the crowd.

The bomb was most likely thrown 

from the vestibule of a building at 

the northeast corner of Randolph 

and Desplaines.

Haymarket Square, Crane's Alley, and Zepf's Hall 

Haymarket Affair. Desplaines 170N, Chicago, Illinois.

The Labor Trail: Chicago's History of Working-Class Life and Struggle

http://communitywalk.s3.amazonaws.com/assets/photos/3/23/28624_s.jpg

References:

Adelman, William J. (author).  Haymarket Revisited.  Illinois History Society (1976).

Conzen, Michael P. and Thale, Christopher P. (mapmakers).  Labor Unrest in Chicago (1886 April 25-May 4).  Encyclopedia of Chicago.
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The bomb landed on the west side 

of Desplaines, opposite Crane's 

Alley (east side of Desplaines

between Randolph and Lake). 

One police officer died 

immediately.

When the bomb exploded, Albert 

and Lucy Parsons were in the 

tavern on the first floor of Zepf's

Hall with their children and their 

friend Lizzie Holmes. 

Zepf’s Hall (630 W. Lake) was the 

Lumbershovers’ Union hall.

Spies had spoken near the 

McCormick plant the day before at 

the Lumbershovers’ invitation.

Haymarket Square, Crane's Alley, and Zepf's Hall 

Haymarket Affair. Desplaines 170N, Chicago, Illinois.

The Labor Trail: Chicago's History of Working-Class Life and Struggle

http://communitywalk.s3.amazonaws.com/assets/photos/3/23/28624_s.jpg

References:

Adelman, William J. (author).  Haymarket Revisited.  Illinois History Society (1976).

Conzen, Michael P. and Thale, Christopher P. (mapmakers).  Labor Unrest in Chicago (1886 April 25-May 4).  Encyclopedia of Chicago.
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The Haymarket Eight were brought 

to trial in the hue and cry for law 

and order and convicted of the 

bombing. 

1887 November 10, Louis Lingg, 

was found dead in his cell.

1887 November 11, four other 

Haymarket leaders were hanged.

1893 June, Peter Altgeld (Illinois 

governor) pardoned the surviving 

three men of the  Haymarket Eight.

Altgeld called the trial profoundly  

unfair.

Mary Brogger’s memorial statue 

stands now where the Haymarket 

speakers’ wagon stood in 1886.

Haymarket Square, Crane's Alley, and Zepf's Hall 

Haymarket Affair. Desplaines 170N, Chicago, Illinois.

The Labor Trail: Chicago's History of Working-Class Life and Struggle

http://communitywalk.s3.amazonaws.com/assets/photos/3/23/28624_s.jpg

References:

Adelman, William J. (author).  Haymarket Revisited.  Illinois History Society (1976).

Conzen, Michael P. and Thale, Christopher P. (mapmakers).  Labor Unrest in Chicago (1886 April 25-May 4).  Encyclopedia of Chicago.
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The identity and affiliation of the 

person who threw the bomb have 

never been determined, but this 

anonymous act had many victims.

From the blast and panic that 

followed, seven policemen and at 

least four civilian bystanders lost 

their lives, but victims of the 

incident were not limited to those 

who died as a result of the 

bombing.

In the aftermath, the people who 

organized and spoke at the 

meeting, and others who held 

unpopular political viewpoints 

were arrested and unfairly tried, 

even though none could be tied to 

the bombing itself.

Activist Louis Lingg died violently in 

jail prior to his scheduled 

execution.

Haymarket Memorial Plaque (Randolph at Halsted).
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Meeting organizers George Engle 

and Adolph Fischer, along with 

speakers August Spies and Albert 

Parsons were put to death by 

hanging.

Speaker Samuel Fielden, and 

activists Oscar Neebe and Michaile

Schwab were sentenced to prison.

Illinois Governor John Peter Altgeld

pardoned them in 1893, citing the 

injustices of their trial.

Speaker Samuel Fielden, and 

activists Oscar Neebe and Michaile

Schwab were sentenced to prison.

Illinois Governor John Peter Altgeld 

pardoned them in 1893, citing the 

injustices of their trial.

Haymarket Square has become a 

powerful symbol for a diverse 

cross-section of people, ideals and 

movements over the years.  

Haymarket Memorial Plaque (Randolph at Halsted).
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http://www.dailykos.com/story/2007/07/01/352507/-Chicago-Treasures-Haymarket-Tragedy-1-Warning-purty-pitchures
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Haymarket involved the issues of 

organized labor, the fight for the 

eight-hour work day, law 

enforcement, and anarchy.

It’s a poignant lesson regarding the 

rewards and consequences for 

people who exert rights to free 

speech, public assembly, justice, 

and lives that are prosperous and 

equitable.

Haymarket Memorial Plaque (Randolph at Halsted).

© Kos Media, LLC Site content may be used for any purpose without explicit permission unless otherwise specified

http://www.dailykos.com/story/2007/07/01/352507/-Chicago-Treasures-Haymarket-Tragedy-1-Warning-purty-pitchures
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Police charge murderous rioters

Haymarket Square, Chicago (1886 May 4)

Bunnell, C. and Upham, Charles (artists).  Illinois - The anarchist-labor troubles in Chicago - The police charging the murderous rioters in old Haymarket Square on the night of May 4th. 

Frank Leslie's illustrated newspaper, pages 200-201 (1886 May 15).

Two page spread showing police charging rioters on May 4th in Haymarket Square, Chicago, and bust portraits of seven policemen.

Reproduction # LC-DIG-ds-04514 (digital file from original item) LC-USZ62-75192 (b&w film copy neg.)

Call # Illus. in AP2.L52 Case Y [P&P]

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/96506773/

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ds/04500/04514v.jpg
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Were they justified?

Were they justified?

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works-i10

http://cakedufortin.nl/backup/Images/mccormick-reaper-works/
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Mosher, Charles Delevan (1829-1897) (photographer) (1886).  City of Chicago, Department of Police, 4th Precinct, First Division who charged the mob at the Haymarket riot May 4, 1886.

Individual albumen photographs (51) of police officers in the 1st company, Lieut. E.J. Steele commanding, and in the 2nd company, Lieut. Martin Quinn commanding, are numbered and 

mounted in 4 rows with the names of the police officers listed below and annotated to indicate men who were wounded or dead from wounds suffered in the Haymarket Square riot. The 2 

police officers listed as dead are Nels Hansen and Timothy Flavin.

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-03676

Digital ID 46V0630 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/46V0630v.jpg
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Desplaines Street Police Station

after riot at Haymarket Square, Chicago (1886 May 4)

Morand, Paul J. (photographer) (1887). Desplaines Street police station after riot at Haymarket Square: Chicago, May 4, 1886.

Photograph of a painting of police officers and civilians tending wounded men, lying on a table and on pallets on the floor of the Desplaines Street police station after the riot at Haymarket 

Square.

Gift of Dr. Joseph L. Baer. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-03682

Digital ID ichihay 43V0140 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/43V0140v.jpg

Also:

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/haymarket/desplaines.jpg
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Bunnell, C. (artist). Illinois - The anarchist-labor troubles in Chicago.  Frank Leslie’s illustrated newspaper, page 193, title page (1886 May 15).

Title page showing explosion of bomb May 4th, in Haymarket Square, Chicago, and priest giving last rites to policeman.

Contents: 

Scene in the Desplaines Street police station 

After the riot

The shadow of death.

Library of Congress

Reproduction # LC-USZ62-75191 (b&w film copy neg.)

Call # Illus. in AP2.L52 Case Y [P&P]

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/96506762/

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/master/pnp/cph/3b20000/3b22000/3b22400/3b22426u.tif
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Scene of the Chicago bomb throwing and vicinity: together with portraits of persons convicted of complicity therewith, May 4th 1886.  Chicago (IL): David Bradley Manufacturing Company 

(circa 1886).

Composite image showing individual large views of 3 buildings near Haymarket Square with small portraits of the men convicted in the Haymarket Affair trial arranged in a loop across the 

face of the card, from left to right: August Spies, Louis Lingg, Samuel Fielden, Adolph Fischer, George Engel, Oscar Neebe, Michael Schwab, and A. R. Parsons. The 3 buildings are 

Grief's Hall, Crane's Manufacturing Company, and David Bradley Manufacturing Company. The view of the Crane Company building shows the adjoining alley with a label: 'place where 

the bomb was thrown.'

Gift of Mrs. W. R. Tuttle. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-03667

Digital ID 38V0410 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/38V0410v.jpg
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Morand, Paul J. (photographer) (1887). Principals in the Haymarket Riot: Chicago, 1886.

Photomontage composed of small photographs of paintings of the chief participants in the Haymarket Affair trial. Caption below title:

[left to right, top line]

Geo. Ingram, Attorney

Julius S. Grinnell, State's Attorney

Judge Jos. E. Gary

Capt. Wm. P. Black, Attorney

Wm. A. Foster, Attorney; 

[middle line] 

Capt. Wm. Buckley

Capt. A.W. Hathaway

Capt. Michael Schaack

Fredrick Ebersold, Chief of Police

John Bonfield, Inspector of Police

Capt. Simon O'Donnell; Capt. Wm. Ward; 

[bottom line] 

Alb't R. Parsons; Aug. Spies; Louis Lingg; Sam'l Fielden; Adolph Fischer; Mich'l Schwab; Geo. Engel; Oscar W. Neebe. 

Gift of Dr. Joseph L. Baer. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-03678

Digital ID 45V0120 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/45V0120v.jpg
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http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/haymarket/trialscene.jpg
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Five Chicago Anarchists (1887 November 11).

http://nyc.indymedia.org/en/2006/04/68940.html
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Portrait photograph of Albert R. Parsons (1880).

Parsons before the Haymarket Anarchists Trial, when he worked as a printer.

Gift of J.M. Johnson, 1915. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-03695

Digital ID 10V0560 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/10V0560v.jpg
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http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/haymarket/receivingvisit.jpg
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Lucy Parsons, wife and widow of Albert Parsons.

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/haymarket/lucyparsons.jpg



slide 179 of 447

A. R. Parsons: sentenced to death (1886)

Photograph of a painting of Albert Parsons, one of the defendants who was sentenced to death in the Haymarket Anarchists Trial, 1886.

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-14950

Digital ID 23V0230 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/23V0230v.jpg
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Execution of the Haymarket martyrs.

http://nyc.indymedia.org/en/2006/04/68941.html
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http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/haymarket/execution.jpg
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Waldheim Cemetery.  Desplaines 863, Forest Park, Illinois.

Originally founded by German Masonic lodges in 1873, Waldheim contains ‘Dissenters' Row,’ 24 graves of noted radicals and labor heroes such as Lucy Parsons, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, 

Emma Goldman, and William Z. Foster. The centerpiece is the monument at the graves of the Haymarket Eight convicted for their part in the 1886 Haymarket Riot, four of whom were 

hanged on "Black Friday," November 11, 1887. 

http://communitywalk.s3.amazonaws.com/assets/photos/1/90/17864_l.jpg

The Labor Trail: Chicago's History of Working-Class Life and Struggle

The Chicago Center for Working-Class Studies (CCWCS) is proud to present the Interactive Labor Trail, made possible by a generous grant from the Illinois Humanities Council. This on-

line history resource builds on “The Labor Trail: Chicago's History of Working-Class Life and Struggle,” a map of 140 significant locations in the history of labor, migration, and working-

class culture in Chicago and Illinois. The Labor Trail is the product of a joint effort to showcase the many generations of dramatic struggles and working-class life in the Chicago area's rich 

and turbulent past. The Trail's neighborhood tours invite you to get acquainted with the events, places, and people -- often unsung -- who have made the city what it is today. In addition, 

the statewide map is just a starting point for further exploration of Illinois' labor heritage. This Interactive Labor Trail expands the number of locations and provides a greater depth of 

information, while giving map users the chance to add their knowledge of locations and events in the Chicago area’s working-class history.

More information on the Chicago Center for Working-Class Studies is available at: www.workingclassstudies.org

Also:

ATLA Tidbit #3 ~ Algren's Chicago

http://img.photobucket.com/albums/v223/Liz-ONBC/ATLA/Chicago/ne-haymarket.jpg

http://www.johnnydepp-zone.com/boards/viewtopic.php?f=7&t=49581
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Anarchists monument in Waldheim Cemetery, Chicago. 

http://nyc.indymedia.org/en/2006/04/68942.html
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Anarchists monument in Waldheim Cemetery, Chicago.  Photograph copyright by Keystone (1930). No known restrictions on publication.

Large memorial to 4 anarchists executed by state after Haymarket Riot, 1887.

Reproduction# LC-USZ62-61671 (b&w film copy neg. of half stereo)

Call # STEREO U.S. GEOG FILE - Illinois [item] [P&P]

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2007675563/

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3b00000/3b09000/3b09300/3b09337v.jpg

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/master/pnp/cph/3b00000/3b09000/3b09300/3b09337u.tif
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Wetmore, S. W. (photographer).  Imprisoned anarchists: Fielden, Schwab, Neebe (circa 1889).

Mug shots taken at Joliet state prison of Samuel Fielden, Michael Schwab, and Oscar Neebe, convicted in the Haymarket Affair. These images on a glass plate negative were part of a set 

taken by the prison staff photographer for use in illustrated lectures on prison reform.

Gift of Estelle S. Burton, 1952 (1987.0129). 

Joliet Prison Collection 1889-1895

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-31335

Digital ID 47V0570 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/47V0570v.jpg
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer).  Mrs. Lucy E. Parsons, arrested during protest at Hull House. (1915 January 18). 

Three-quarter length portrait of Mrs. Lucy E. Parsons, arrested for rioting during an unemployment protest at Hull House in Chicago, Illinois. 

Mrs. Parsons was the widow of Albert Parsons, one of the men hanged for his role in the Haymarket Affair.

Chicago Daily News negatives collection

Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 

Reproduction # DN-0063954

Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n063954 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n063954 
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Chicago Police Department Veterans of Haymarket Riot. Parade banner (circa 1895).

Upper part of red velvet, lower part of blue velvet, center part of white taffeta. A statue of a policeman with his right arm extended upward is painted in the center. Gold lettering reads: 

'Veterans of the Haymarket Riot/May 4th 1886'. Gilt fringe, tassels and braid trim. Banner is on a tin rod ornamented with a tin star on either end. The center image is a likeness of the 

monument erected in Haymarket Square that was dedicated to the memory of the police officers killed in the Haymarket Riot.

This banner was carried in a parade by police veterans of the Haymarket Riot.

Donated to the Chicago Historical Society by Capt. Frank P. Tyrell. 

Call # HADC CHS 1933.229

Reproduction # CHS 1933.229

Digital ID ichihay v09 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/v09v.jpg
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Horn Brothers Furniture Company workers (1886).  

Workers sitting and standing in 4 raised rows below a sign that reads: 'April 30th 1886. Before the Strike.' 

Factory building in the background, and a horse and wagon with a driver is in the left foreground.

Gift of Carol Hendrickson. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Reproduction # ICHi-20069

Digital ID 14V0720 ichihay 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/14V0720v.jpg
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Furniture Workers' banner.  Chicago (IL): Moebel Arbeiter Union. Local 1 (1877).

Red silk banner with gold embroidery on both sides: 

(front) 'Moebel Arbeiter (Furniture Workers) Union No. 1, Chicago, Incorporirt 1872“

(back) 'Liberty/Equality/Fraternity' and in the center there are two clasped hands surrounded by a wreath of oak and cherry tree branches and leaves.

Moebel Arbeiter Union (Furniture Workers Union) was founded in Chicago in 1872.

Furniture Workers Union. Local 1 (Chicago, Ill.) 

Gift of the Mill Division of Carpenter's District Council. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Call # HADC CHS 1981.51.1

Reproduction # CHS 1981.51.1

Digital ID ichihay v20a v20b 

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/v20av.jpg
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Furniture Workers' banner.  Chicago (IL): Moebel Arbeiter Union. Local 1 (1877).

Red silk banner with gold embroidery on both sides: 

(front) 'Moebel Arbeiter (Furniture Workers) Union No. 1, Chicago, Incorporirt 1872“

(back) 'Liberty/Equality/Fraternity' and in the center there are two clasped hands surrounded by a wreath of oak and cherry tree branches and leaves.

Moebel Arbeiter Union (Furniture Workers Union) was founded in Chicago in 1872.

Furniture Workers Union. Local 1 (Chicago, Ill.) 

Gift of the Mill Division of Carpenter's District Council. 

Chicago History Museum. 

Call # HADC CHS 1981.51.1

Reproduction # CHS 1981.51.1

Digital ID ichihay v20a v20b

http://memory.loc.gov/award/ichihay/v20bv.jpg
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Haymarket Square at Randolph and Desplaines-Halsted (upper right, southwest of Chicago River fork to North and South Branches.  Chicago (1857).  Chicago, Braunhold & Sonne.

Palmatary, James T. (artist). Henline & Hensel (lithographers).

zoomable raster image online

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1857

Digital ID g4104c pm001460

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001460

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001460/

Catalog #75693204

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693204

jp2CAVN40V8
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Haymarket Square at Randolph and Desplaines-Halsted (center) (southwest of Chicago River fork to North and South Branches).  Chicago (1868).  Ruger, A.  Chicago in 1868 from 

Schiller Street north side to 12th Street south side.  Chicago (IL):, Chicago Lithographing Co. (1868).

Inset: Chicago in 1820.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A35 1868 .R8

Digital ID g4104c pm001480

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001480

Catalog # 73693350http://lccn.loc.gov/73693350

jp2CALATSPW
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Haymarket area southwest of Chicago River fork (top center of map).  Chicago (1871).  The City of Chicago as it was before the great conflagration of October 8th, 9th, & 10th, 1871.  

Chicago (IL): W. Flint (copyright 1872).

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1871 .C5 MLC 

Digital ID g4104c pm001493 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001493 

Catalog # 86691728

http://lccn.loc.gov/86691728

jp2CAZJDWLB.jpg

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001493/
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Haymarket area southwest of Chicago River fork (center of map). Chicago (1871) (before fire).  Davis, Theodore R. (artist). Bird's-eye-view of Chicago as it was before the great fire.  

From Harper's weekly, October 21, 1871, pages 984-5. I

Indexed for points of interest. Text of pages 983 and 986 on verso.

zoomable raster image available online. 

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA dcu

Call # G4104.C6A35 1871 .D3

Geographic class # 4104 C6

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001495

Control #  74693213 

jp2CA3GWYMS

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001495/
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Haymarket Square (center).  Chicago (1874).  The City of Chicago, showing the burnt district.  Harpers Weekly (1874 August 1) (pages 636-637; text on verso pages 635 & 638).

Perspective map not drawn to scale.

From a colored print published by Currier & Ives.

zoomable raster image available online

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1874 .C5

Digital ID g4104c pm001521 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001521 

Catalog # 75693037

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693037

jp2CA0KD3EC.jpg

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001521/
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Police Pensioners Protective Association.  Police History and Directory (1916).  Chicago (IL): The Association.

Lawrence J. Gutter Collection of Chicagoana

University of Illinois at Chicago

Call # 5371361

Digitizing sponsor: University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Digital files available at www. archive.org

http://www.archive.org/details/policehistorydir00poli 

https://archive.org/download/policehistorydir00poli/policehistorydir00poli.pdf



slide 197 of 447

Police Pensioners Association

110 S. Dearborn

Chicago, Illinois

WHEELER BARTRAM, President

M. WILEY, Vice-President

PETER S. LYNCH, Treasurer

B GALLAGHER, Recording Secretary

D. SHANNON, Financial Secretary

JOHN P. REED, Attorney

The next 46 slides

provide OCR text of pages 81-143

(odd-numbered, right-side only)

(even-numbered, left-side pages are ads) 

Police Pensioners Protective Association.  Police History and Directory (1916).  Chicago (IL): The Association.

Lawrence J. Gutter Collection of Chicagoana

University of Illinois at Chicago

Call # 5371361

Digitizing sponsor: University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Digital files available at www. archive.org

http://www.archive.org/details/policehistorydir00poli 

https://archive.org/download/policehistorydir00poli/policehistorydir00poli.pdf
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Foreword

To our many Friends and Patrons

The Police Pensioners Protective 

Association has been striving for the last 

eleven years for the perfection of the 

pension laws, and the protection of the 

interests of the many pensioners, publishes 

this volume both as a means of securing a 

permanent fund for the continuation of its 

work, and for the purpose of perpetuating 

the name of those men who died as heroes 

in the performance of their duties, as police 

officers.

With the profits secured from the 

publication of this volume, this organization 

will continue to maintain its attorney at all 

important meetings of the Pension Board, 

various pension committees, and all regular 

sessions of the State Legislature.

Without organization and united effort we 

would not have been able to accomplish 

anything, nor to protect those good laws 

already passed. 

Due directly to this organization and its 

effort, we have been able to do away with 

many harmful enactments and to secure 

new and better ones, thus assuring those 

entitled to pensions, whether members of 

this association or not, of receiving their 

just dues as provided by law.

The Police Pensioners Protective 

Association takes this opportunity to 

express its thanks and deep appreciation to 

its many friends, who through their 

advertising co-operation and subscriptions 

have made possible the production and 

publication of this book.

pages 81-143. Police Pensioners Protective Association.  Police History and Directory (1916).  Chicago (IL): The Association.

Lawrence J. Gutter Collection of Chicagoana

University of Illinois at Chicago

Call # 5371361

Digitizing sponsor: University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Digital files available at www. archive.org

http://www.archive.org/details/policehistorydir00poli 

https://archive.org/download/policehistorydir00poli/policehistorydir00poli.pdf 
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VI.  THE GROWTH OF ANARCHISM

For years the Socialist movement in Chicago 

grew till at length Socialist aldermen and 

representatives represented the working 

people of Chicago in the city council and 

state legislature.

In the fight on Socialism political machine 

after political machine amalgamated and 

clique after clique of politicians buried the 

hatchet and finally both the Democratic and 

Republican parties were united to take 

issue with Socialism, whose proponents 

preached the death of spoils politics and 

who in turn were called heralds of 'an age 

of anarchy’.

Unwittingly and unknowing the old parties 

fostered the spirit of anarchy themselves.

There was comparative political peace and 

quietness till the Socialist candidates went 

down to defeat in mysterious and 

questionable elections.

And saying that they could not expect 

justice from political action the Socialist 

leaders turned to anarchism. 

Socialist papers began to incline towards 

the anarchist's viewpoint and at the time of 

the Haymarket riot the transformation was

complete.

It was in the early eighties, following the 

great panics of 1873 and 1877, that the 

United States passed one of the most 

crucial points in its history. 

Discontent was nation-wide and anarchism 

walked abroad.

pages 81-143. Police Pensioners Protective Association.  Police History and Directory (1916).  Chicago (IL): The Association.

Lawrence J. Gutter Collection of Chicagoana

University of Illinois at Chicago

Call # 5371361

Digitizing sponsor: University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Digital files available at www. archive.org

http://www.archive.org/details/policehistorydir00poli 

https://archive.org/download/policehistorydir00poli/policehistorydir00poli.pdf 
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‘Councils’ and ‘circles’ sprang up 

throughout the country and reached 

prominence and power among the labor 

organizations. 

A great question was being discussed in the 

shops and factories. 

It was The Eight Hour Day.

Workingmen reasoned that they were 

producing more than they could consume 

and much more than this country could 

dispose of. 

They said if they worked eight hours a day 

they would produce less and so eliminate 

the reoccurrence of another horrible panic, 

which would reduce wages, set back living 

conditions and eventually project them into 

a state of serfdom.

Our new citizens from Europe spread the 

teachings of famous anarchists and the 

Eight Hour Day Movement grew.

Seven in the morning till six at night seven 

days a week was the workday at this peripd

and another powerful argument which was 

used was the fact that hundreds of 

thousands of workingmen were unable to 

exercise their right to vote because of the 

long working hours. 

Eight hours would enable them to make 

another attempt to better their conditions 

through the ballot box, it was said.

On the other hand, the manufacturers said 

they could not afford to grant eight hours a 

day because English, French and German 

workmen labored ten and twelve hours a 

day.

pages 81-143. Police Pensioners Protective Association.  Police History and Directory (1916).  Chicago (IL): The Association.

Lawrence J. Gutter Collection of Chicagoana

University of Illinois at Chicago

Call # 5371361

Digitizing sponsor: University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Digital files available at www. archive.org

http://www.archive.org/details/policehistorydir00poli 

https://archive.org/download/policehistorydir00poli/policehistorydir00poli.pdf 
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The tariff was an old issue even then, yet 

they tried to 'put it over again’.

It failed to work and accounts of great 

strikes and industrial troubles filled the 

pages of the newspapers and a vague 

muttering troubled the ears of the officials 

in Washington.

It was thought that radical legislation would 

help, but that failed. 

In Pennsylvania and Colorado the miners 

walked out. 

Pitched battles occurred and accounts of 

them are treasured in the archives of the 

trades unions of the country.

In New York City the great 'unrest' was 

culminated when a mob of 150,000

paraders was put to flight by the police 

force. 

In Chicago the trouble subsided 

immediately after the Haymarket riot. 

This industrial crisis resulted in improved 

working conditions and great trade unions 

grew up to deal with the millionaires who 

were made millionaires by the great panics.

The masses escaped the peonage they 

thought was being forced upon them and 

the living conditions of the American people 

improved and today sees an aristocracy of 

workers consisting of those who belong to 

the more powerful trade unions who will 

never again act in unison with each other.

pages 81-143. Police Pensioners Protective Association.  Police History and Directory (1916).  Chicago (IL): The Association.

Lawrence J. Gutter Collection of Chicagoana

University of Illinois at Chicago

Call # 5371361

Digitizing sponsor: University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Digital files available at www. archive.org

http://www.archive.org/details/policehistorydir00poli 

https://archive.org/download/policehistorydir00poli/policehistorydir00poli.pdf 
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The Chicago police force will never again 

have to give battle to the bricklayer, the 

carpenter, the machinist the teamster, the 

mechanics, ironworkers, tailors and other 

trades at the same time.

The year 1885 opened with a bitter political 

campaign.

Carter Harrison was elected mayor for the 

fourth time, defeating Judge Sydney Smith.

The result of the election prevented any 

changes from being made in the 

department.

A few weeks after the inauguration another 

periodical strike took place at the 

McCormick Harvester Works. 

Both women and men swarmed in front of 

the plant to intercept and sometimes attack 

strikebreakers. 

The harvester company did not apply to the 

city for protection but hired a detail of 

Pinkerton detectives and guards to patrol 

their plant. 

Several times during the strike these men 

fired upon the crowds and a number of the 

strikers were killed and wounded. 

Most of the clashes occurred along 'Black 

Road’ a street connecting the plant with 

Blue Island avenue, filled with cinders from 

neighboring factories.

This strike was brought forward at all 

anarchist meetings and many of the labor 

unions took it up.

pages 81-143. Police Pensioners Protective Association.  Police History and Directory (1916).  Chicago (IL): The Association.

Lawrence J. Gutter Collection of Chicagoana
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Digital files available at www. archive.org
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Protests were made to the mayor and 

finally the company made concessions, 

granted a 15 per cent increase in the piece 

work and people went back to work with 

the belief that the whole policy of the 

company had changed.

When the new $2,000,000 Board of Trade 

building was opened with gorgeous 

ceremony on Tuesday, April 11, the first 

great anarchist demonstration took place.

For many months anarchist speakers had 

been reviling this building.

Parsons, Spies, Fielden and others always 

commented upon it and 'The International 

Working People's Party' called a meeting at 

Market and Madison streets on that same 

evening.

The circular wound up as follows:

‘After the ceremonies and sermons, the 

participants will move in a body to the 

Grand Temple of Usury, Gambling and Cut-

Throatism, where they will serenade the 

priests and officers of King Mammon and 

pay honor and respect to the benevolent 

institute. All friends of the bourse are 

invited.’

The meeting was called for 8 o'clock, but 

the North Side groups did not arrive on 

time so a band played the Marseillaise and 

other revolutionary airs. 

About this time Company 'G' of the Second 

Regiment passed, affording the crowd an 

opportunity to limber up their voices for 

the storm of abuse they wished to throw at 

the ‘Board of Thieves.’
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The militia paid no attention to the outburst 

and marched quietly on to the armory.

More than a thousand people were present 

when Albert Parsons called for order. 

He introduced Samuel Fielden, who opened 

his speech by stating Boards of Trade were 

a curse and menace to the welfare and 

comfort of the people. 

At this point the North Side delegation 

arrived carrying red andblack flags; red, he 

said, for the common blood of humanity 

equal rights of blood, whether it coursed 

through the veins of aristocrats or through 

the veins of tramps and beggars.

The other was the black flag of starvation 

which should be unfurled whenever a board 

of trade opened, for such an occurrence 

meant starvation to the masses, privileges 

for few, and disqualification, robbery and 

insult for others. 

He said while the original cost of the 

building was nearly $2,000,000 it would 

eventually cost Chicago and the Northwest 

a billion dollars, and at this point in his 

speech he was interrupted with groans and 

the shouted proposal to 'blow it up with 

dynamite.' 

Men had paid $5,000 for memberships, he 

went on, who had never earned a meal in 

their lives. 

It was an establishment where trained 

thieves preyed on the people.
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Parsons was the next speaker. 

He told how Bishop Cheney was baptizing 

the corner stone and asked what sort of a 

follower he was of the tramp Nazarene, 

Jesus, who scourged the thieves from the 

Board of Trade of Jerusalem. 

Parsons concluded by advising the men to 

purchase Colt revolvers and to organize for 

the rebellion that they might be free from 

the rule of the chosen few.

When he concluded the meeting fell into 

marching order.

Five abreast and over a block in length the 

procession moved towards the Board of 

Trade. 

Preceding the band were ten women who 

took turns in carrying the flags.

The parade moved east on Madison to Clark 

and south on Clark to Adams, there it 

turned west to enter La Salle. 

Not a policeman was to be seen, and the 

leaders were congratulating themselves on 

the success of their demonstration.

When the first call for the meeting was 

made Superintendent Doyle had been 

called upon to protect the board of trade, 

and to prevent the serenade. 

Every policeman in Chicago was held on 

reserve duty, and the Harrison street squad 

was increased to 250 men. 

Two hundred more were held there in 

reserve, and a further reserve of 200 men 

of the regular night force were in easy 

reach.
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Arrangements were so made, that in 20 

minutes should a call be made, 600 men 

would be concentrated in front of the 

building.

At 9 o'clock squads were placed at the 

intersection of all streets leading to the 

board of trade. 

Inspector Welter was in active command, 

and when the anarchists were brought to a 

halt at La Salle and Adams, he commanded 

Spies to march on, and not make trouble.

The paraders continued on to Fifth avenue 

and circled the board of trade at always a 

block distant.

Following speeches by Parsons and Spies at 

the office of the Arbeiter Zeitung the 

anarchists went home, the only trouble of 

the evening being a slight injury to a citizen 

in a carriage, who was struck by a brick.

Meetings continued, and circles and groups 

were steadily being organized for the 

avowed purpose of being ready for 'the 

revolt,' which was to forever free the 

working masses from the privileged classes.

Another great mass meeting was held on 

the lake front Sunday afternoon, May 10, 

under the auspices of the International 

Workingmen's Association. 

The Sunday afternoon meetings continued 

for the purpose of 'considering the causes 

and remedies for public discontent‘.
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Countrywide unrest continued and May saw 

the Union Ore Shovellers lose a bloody 

strike in which many heads were split.

The police force had little to do with this 

strike and the switchmen's strike. 

Private guards and Pinkertons were 

employed in both cases. 

The force merely had to visit after the fights 

and 'clean up.' 

They also sometimes gave first aid to the 

injured.

VII. THE STREET CAR STRIKE

The street car strike of 1885 found the 

police department fully prepared and ably 

commanded. 

June 20 the street car conductors and 

drivers employed by the West Division 

Railway Company went on strike. 

Three weeks previous to this date the union

presented a list of demands to the 

company. 

They asked that their pay be increased and 

equalized, that the terms of probationers 

be shortened, and that a superintendent 

who was much disliked be discharged from 

the company.
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These demands were complied with, and at 

another meeting the union expressed its 

appreciation and satisfaction.

On the day following the last meeting a 

number of drivers and conductors, who had 

been the leaders in the petitioning of the 

company were discharged. 

The employees thought the company 

intended subsequently to discharge all 

those who had a hand in obtaining better 

working conditions, so a later meeting was 

held, and another demand was handed to 

an official of the street car company, asking 

for justice, and that the reason these men 

were discharged be made public.

The official of the company who received 

the petition tore it up in the faces of the 

committee who presented it, and a strike 

was called.

On the morning of the 30th one car made 

the trip downtown.

It took on no passengers, and was jeered 

and hooted by the crowds, whose 

sympathies were with the strikers. 

Superintendent Doyle instructed Captain

Bonfield to watch the barns in the third 

precinct; Captain O'Donnell in the second, 

and Captain Hathaway in the fourth. 

Deputy sheriffs were detailed to act in 

conjunction with the police force.

The second day of the strike the street was 

crowded with omnibuses, hacks, trucks and 

vehicles of every description, and of 

doubtful age to carry people to and from 

their work.
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The situation was similar to the short strike 

Chicago experienced in 1915, but then one 

could ride to any place on the West Side for 

prices averaging between three and ten 

cents. 

In the later strike auto truck owners 

counted their profits in dollars by charging

25 cents for a ride to the Loop district.

The second day the following statement 

was issued by the union: ‘To the people of 

Chicago: The conductors and drivers of the 

West Division Railway Company desire the 

public explicitly to understand that they do 

not desire to be judges of whom the 

company shall employ or discharge, but on 

this occasion, considering the efficiency of 

the discharged men and their long terms of 

service in the employ of the company, it is, 

in our estimation, a spiteful and arbitrary 

act on the part of the officials.

‘If the company can produce and 

substantiate their charges against those 

men, we are willing to abide by the decision 

of the public.’

Public sympathy was still with the strikers, 

and on the morning of July 1 three cars 

were loaded with bluecoats. and made the 

trip downtown. 

Returning during the lunch hour through 

the factory district just west of the river the 

police took good naturedly a storm of 

abuse, which was accompanied with a 

fusillade of small stones and sticks. 

At Halsted street Captain Bonfield

discharged his revolver at a boy who had 

thrown a stone at him, and when he missed 

he jumped from the car and arrested him.
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Deputy Sheriff Horton was struck by a stone

while riding on the first of the three cars, 

and a number of arrests were made along 

Madison street by detectives detailed to 

prevent outbreaks of the crowd. 

Later that afternoon Mayor Harrison 

personally arrested a man who was 

attempting to tear up the street car track 

with a pickax.

Patrolman M. W. O'Brien was threatened 

by a crowd when he placed under arrest a 

man by the name of Sullivan, he caught in 

the act of throwing a stone. 

He held the crowd at bay with his revolver 

till a patrol wagon came to his rescue.

A number of cars which started to run down

Halsted street did not return.

Insufficiently guarded by policemen and 

deputy sheriffs, they were overturned and 

wrecked. 

The crowd did not molest the 

strikebreakers or the sheriffs who escorted 

them to safety with the aid of the police. 

Some of the unifomed men were stoned, 

but fortunately for them, bricks were not 

used.

Another attempt was made to run cars on 

Lake street. 

There the deputy sheriffs acted as drivers. 

Conductors were not needed.
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Repeated attempts were made to unhitch 

the horses and overturn the cars, and in the 

fights which occurred Deputy Sheriff Finn 

was struck on the side of the head with a 

stone. 

He was carried to a drug store by the other 

guards on the car, which was left to be 

picked to pieces by the mob for souvenirs.

The next day no cars were taken from the 

barn. 

At a conference between the street car and 

the city officials, it was decided to make a 

determined effort to break the strike and 

'to establish transportation between the 

west and south sides. 

Supt. Doyle held a conference that evening 

to plan the campaign of the morrow.

At its conclusion, he informed the officials 

of the company that he would do all in his 

power to protect the property and 

employees of the company, but would 

refuse to allow his men to run the cars.

'If the railway company wants to run its 

cars, it is entitled to protection, and it shall 

have it,' stated Captain Bonfield, who was 

ordered to protect the property of the 

company. 

'Cars shall be run if the company desires it. 

People who do not want to get hurt had 

better keep out of the way.' 

The next day the day squad reported for 

duty a half hour earlier than usual. 
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Four hundred policemen were detailed at 

the Desplaines street station, and Captain

Bonfield, in command of this district, was 

placed in command by Supt. Doyle. Doyle 

addressed the men from the steps of the 

station.

'You have all been on review and dress 

parade in fine form,‘ he is reported to have 

said. 

'Today he probably will have a different 

kind of duty, and I want this department to 

show itself.

‘Whatever your private views or mine may 

be, property must be defended, the law 

must be upheld, and you are its defenders.

‘Pay strict attention to your commanders. 

‘They assume all responsibility, and will tell 

you what to do.

‘Wait for orders. 

‘I am sure you will do your duty. 

Move!’

The two hundred policemen on foot were 

stationed at intervals along Madison street, 

where it had been decided to make an 

attempt to run cars. 

Between Ashland and Western avenues on 

Madison street seventeen patrol wagons 

loaded with uniformed men were 

concealed in the cross streets. 

This was to concentrate immediately a large 

number of men wherever trouble might 

occur.
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Crowds lined the street as though a parade 

were going pass, and the command to 'keep 

moving' was cheerfully obeyed.

When everything was in readiness Captain 

Bonfield ordered the first ten cars to leave 

the barn. 

Two cars managed to turn into Madison 

street at a gallop. 

The third was halted by the mob, and James 

Danielson, the driver, was torn from the 

platform. 

Captain Bonfield made a sortie and rescued 

him.

It was at this point that he divided his 

column into three divisions and began his 

famous and bloody march down Madison 

street.

Each division consisted of three cars. 

The first and last were filled with bluecoats, 

and the one in the middle was to be used as 

a jail or ambulance, as the need might be.

Captain Bonfield realized that he was on the 

unpopular side of the fight, and he also 

realized that a wholesale massacre would 

take place if his men did not stand firm and 

attack the rioters.

Before ordering the advance he 

commanded the people to leave the street.

They refused to obey and with drawn clubs 

and revolvers the little procession advanced 

into the mob. 
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Between Western avenue and Leavitt street 

a barricade had been raised, and when the 

police removed it, it was only to find 

another had been erected farther down the 

block. 

A building in course of erection was 

demolished to form a barricade, and a huge 

pile of clay from a gas main excavation was 

next spread across the track. 

At Desplaines street the crowd had thinned 

down, and once across the river a short rest 

was taken before the return trip, which was 

almost as exciting as the march downtown.

During the day hundreds of people had 

been clubbed, and complaints were made 

at headquarters, in the mayor's office, and 

to the newspapers of the brutality of the 

police.

In the afternoon, a cavalcade of five cars, 

carrying 80 passengers were safely escorted

to the barns by a detail of police under 

Captain Ebersold.

Mayor Harrison had many times suggested, 

arbitration as being the fairest way out of 

the difficulty, but J. R. Jones, president of 

the company, could not see that there was 

anything to arbitrate; that the company 

would not consider the demand of the 

union to reinstate the discharged men.

Public feeling against the company was so 

strong that the great majority of those 

arrested during the riots were discharged in 

court. 

In answer to a plea from a committee, the 

mayor ordered the release of a man he had 

arrested for trying to tear up the track.
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Many statements were issued by the union, 

which complained against the treatment 

their committee had received from 

Superintendent James Lake, whom they 

blamed for the entire trouble.

In response to a request from the mayor 

the company did not run cars on the Fourth 

of July, and the next day, Sunday, another 

attempt was made by Mayor Harrison to 

get the company to arbitrate.

They again refused.

That afternoon socialist and anarchist 

speakers urged the strikers to buy guns and 

fight for their rights, and in the evening 

Alderman Weber said that he would 

introduce an order into the council to 

revoke the charter of the company the next 

night.

Thirty cars were run on Monday, and in the 

evening, a few minutes before the council 

was called to order, President Jones 

announced that he would place the 

discharged men back to work and 

investigate the other charges made by the 

union. 

A canvass of the aldermen had shown that 

there was danger of the company's charter 

being revoked.

Tuesday the cars ran as usual, and a few 

days later Superintendent Lake was 

removed. 

The police force came out of the strike with 

much credit and few casualties.

A number of men had been seriously 

beaten and stoned, but none fatally.
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The year 1885 closed with great 

demonstrations being held Sundays in parks 

by the Anarchist societies. 

The police force interrupted one of the 

largest of these, which was held on 

Monday, July 12, at Silver Leaf Grove.

It was a bloody skirmish, and the radical 

societies never again used that spot as a 

picnic ground.

VIII. McCORMICK HARVESTER WORKS RIOTS

Much has been written of the Haymarket 

riot, and the two sides of this anarchistic 

outbreak stand forth very clearly. 

The claim has been made that the attack of 

Captain John Bonfield upon the meeting 

held in Haymarket square was for the 

purpose of covering himself with glory, and 

many of the anarchists later said that the 

bomb which injured 27 policemen was a 

'plant' by the police to stir up trouble.

But whatever the charges and allegations 

made since the May 4, 1886, the fact 

remains that the Haymarket riot marked 

the beginning of the downfall of the 

anarchist movement in Chicago, and 

stopped, to a great extent, the industrial 

reign of terror which was sweeping the 

country.
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The trial and sentences imposed on the 

conspirators halted the worship of the great 

god 'Dynamite,' arid never since have 

agitators held meetings where they 

advocated the leveling of society by bomb 

throwing and a commune.

Herman F. Schuettler, First Deputy 

Superintendent of Police, was first brought 

before the public by his wonderful police 

and detective work in the capture of the 

anarchists. 

Deputy Schuettler still handles the 

anarchists of Chicago. 

These are banded into secret societies 

'awaiting the day.' 

His agents, he says, rank high in the councils 

of the Reds, and Chicago will never need 

fear another outbreak from the anarchists.

However, a new and subtle influence has 

sprung up like a fungus, which has taken the 

place of the anarchists, and which the 

police department will have to contend in 

future industrial troubles. 

Sometimes it is found in the ranks of a 

union, and other times it professes to be a 

union, when it is nothing more nor less than 

an anarchist society in disguise.

The force does not come out in the open 

and declare itself.

It prefers to announce its presence by the 

willful destruction of property and by 

violent outbreaks which sometimes result in 

death.
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At this writing this new influence is 

spreading throughout the country 

fomenting trouble in industrial plants, and 

causing small sized revolutions wherever it 

gains power.

As yet it has not had any serious clashes 

with the Chicago police force, but the 

leaders in this new movement 'have hopes,’

and trouble is slowly fomenting in this city, 

where it has come into being before. 

And the Chicago police force in the years to 

come will have to maintain its record of the 

years past. 

It will do so, for the individual bravery is as 

great now as it was then, and the 

organization of the department has reached 

a higher stage of perfection than ever 

before and 'confidence in one's self is half 

the battle won.’

A great many of the grandmothers and 

grandfathers can look back into the years 

and remember the eleven and twelve hour 

workday which existed in the majority of 

the shops as late as 1885. 

They can also remember the discussion 

these long hours caused and how, in order 

to better themselves, working and laboring 

men formed into great national and 

international unions and trade federations.
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It was in the early eighties that anarchism 

thrived, and it was in the late eighties when 

this movement died, giving birth in its death 

throes to trades unions which have brought 

the standard of living of the American 

workingman up to a point which has not 

been reached in any other country on the 

globe.

'Political economists realize the peril of 

labor saving machinery to the industrial 

peace of the country, and propose to meet 

it with legislation shortening the hours of 

labor,’ Samuel Hunt, Professor in Economics 

told the United States Congressional 

Committee on the Depression of Labor. 

'A reduction of hours means less idle hands, 

more persons profitably employed.

‘By increasing the number of employed, 

consumption will be stimulated, 

overproduction checked, and a more 

balanced relation between the two 

established.’

These arguments were made in 1879, and 

when not acted upon by the 

representatives of the people 'in congress 

assembled' they were acted upon by self-

styled representatives of the people, to wit, 

the anarchists. 

There was logic in the contentions of the 

economists, and when these great 

principles were taken up and placed in the 

banner of the anarchists the ranks swelled.

The anarchists went even further than the 

eight-hour-day movement; they demanded 

ten hours' pay for eight hours‘ work.
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The friends of labor eagerly indorsed this 

proposition, but the employing class said 

the anarchists were trying to stir up a 

revolt.

While the Eight Hour Association said the 

'workingmen of Chicago are willing to make 

a sacrifice in wages that more people may 

find employment,' Albert Parsons, anarchist 

editor, said the movement was 'a lost 

battle.’

August Spies, a Red speaker, wrote to the 

same paper, saying that it was 'too late' to 

demand the eight-hour day, that the 

working men should take over the means of 

production, and not to allow themselves to 

be exploited any longer.

Through the fall and winter of 1885 the 

campaign of 'education’ of the Reds 

continued, and in the spring of 1886 came 

the great strike which established an open 

shop in the great McCormick Harvester 

Works, which remains an open shop to this 

day. 

A number of men had been discharged, and 

the officials of the company said it was 

because they were not needed. 

The employees looked at it differently. 

They said they were dismissed because they 

had taken an active part in the formation of 

unions, because they originated and 

presented petitions and because they 

openly talked and preached of the great 

eight-hour movement inside the sacred 

precincts of the McCormick Harvester 

Works.
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This guarantee had been demanded and 

received by the employees at the end of the 

strike of April, 1885, and they now claimed 

it had not been lived up to. 

Plans and preparations were made for a 

strike, but the officials of the company 

acted before those of the union, and when 

the demand was under the 'consideration' 

of those same officials, the works suddenly 

closed on February 16, 1886. 

There was a large quantity of finished goods 

on hand, so the company thought it an 

opportune time to sit back and starve its 

employees into submission to an open 

shop, long hours and to whatever pay they 

wished to give them.

There was peace and quietness along the 

Black Road until the family larder of these 

workers began to grow small.

Then the anarchist speakers gathered the 

men into groups and told them how they 

were being starved into submitting to their 

masters and aroused by the word pictures 

drawn of their miserable living conditions, 

acts of violence were committed.

The company added fuel to the smouldering

flame of revolt when it employed 500 

armed Pinkerton guards to patrol the 

works.

On March 2 a mass meeting was held at 

Eighteenth street and Center avenue, 

where the strikers were addressed by 

Albert Parsons and Michael Schwab.
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The meeting was not only for the purpose 

of making known the grievances of the 

strikers but to protest against the police 

arresting pickets which surrounded the 

plant day and night, to protest verbally and 

physically against men who were taking 

their places at higher wages to break the 

strike. 

According to the speakers 'the meeting was 

a success.’

Public sentiment and public criticism finally 

compelled the company to give an increase 

in wages. 

Many men went back to work, but it was to 

work in an open shop, next to men whom 

they had been taught to hate, and whom 

they boycotted, ostracized and vented their 

rage upon at every opportunity.

Finally another strike occurred and Black 

Road became a battle ground between 

'scabs' and strikers, with the police and

Pinkertons vainly trying to act as 

peacemakers and protectors.

Along about this time the bakers, brewers 

and other unions gained a reduction in 

hours from 12 and 14 in many cases, to 10.

This victory was heralded all over the city, 

and but made the strikers at the McCormick 

works more determined than ever to gain 

the recognition of their union that they 

might have some way to protect 

themselves.

On May 1, 300,000 workingmen went on 

strike for the eight hour day. 

Parades were held and speeches made.
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More than two-thirds the number walking 

the streets demanded 10 hours pay for 8 

hours work. 

The industries and commerce of the city 

were tied up, and before night a great many 

of the employers had capitulated by 

granting the nine-hour day, or the eight-

hour day with eight hours' pay.

On May 1, August Spies wrote in the

Arbeiter Zeitung:

‘The dies are cast! 

‘The first of May, whose historical 

significance will be understood and 

appreciated only in later years, is here. 

‘For twenty years the people of the United 

States have whined and have begged their 

extortionists and legislators to introduce an 

eight-hour system. 

‘The latter knew how to put the modest 

beggar off, and thus year after year passed 

by. 

‘At last, two years ago, a number of trade 

organizations took the matter up, and 

resolved that the eight hour work day 

should be established in May 1, 1886.’

'That is a sensible demand,' said the press, 

howled the professional importers, yelled 

the extortionists. 
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The impudent socialists, who wanted 

everything, and who would not content 

themselves with rational demands of this 

kind, were treated to the customary shower 

of epithets.

Thus things went on. 

The agitation progressed and everybody 

was in favor of the shortening of the 

workday. 

With the approach of the day, however, on 

which the plan was at last to be realized, a 

suspicious change in the tone of the 

extortionists and their priestcraft in the 

press, became more and more noticeable.

What had formerly in theory, been modest 

and rational, was now impudent and 

senseless.

What had been formerly lauded as a 

praiseworthy demand, when compared 

with socialism and anarchism, changed now 

suddenly into criminal anarchism itself. 

The cloven feet of the hellish crew, panting 

for spoils, became visible. 

They had intoned the eight hour hymn 

simply to lull their dupes, the workingman, 

to sleep and thus keep them away from 

Socialism.

'That the workingmen would proceed in all 

earnestness to introduce the eight-hour 

system was never anticipated by these 

confidence men; that the workingman 

would develop such stupendous power, this 

they had never dreamed of.
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In short, today, when an attempt is made to 

realize a reform so long striven for, when 

the reformers are reminded of their 

promises and pledges of the past, one has 

this and another has that to give as an 

excuse. 

The workers should only be contended and 

confide in their well meaning exploiters and 

sometime between now and doomsday 

everything will be satisfactorily arranged.

'Workingmen we caution you. You have 

been deluded time and time again. You 

must not be led astray this time. 

‘Judging from present appearances, events 

may not take a very smooth course.

‘Many of the extortionists, aye, most of 

them, are resolved to starve those to 

'reason' who refuse to submit to their 

arbitrary dictates, i. e., to force them back 

into their yoke by hunger.

‘The question now arises, will the 

workingmen allow themselves to be slowly 

starved into submission, or will they 

inoculate some modern ideas into their 

would-be murderers‘ heads ?’

John J. Flinn at this time wrote an editorial 

in the Chicago Mail calling on the citizens to 

watch Parsons and Spies and to hold them 

personally responsible for any trouble 

which might occur.
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Another editorial came from the pen of 

George Schilling, editor of the Eight-Hour 

Day, in the issue of May 1:

‘The results of the coming week will be 

watched with intense interest by friends 

and foes alike. 

‘The atmosphere is filled with strikes and 

rumors of strikes. 

‘Some of the unions we regret to say, have 

gone off half cocked and others are 

attempting to confound the eight-hour 

question too much with that of wages, and 

herein lies the great danger to the 

movement in this city. 

‘Many manufacturers say they cannot 

afford to pay the 20 per cent increase in 

wages unless the same demand is made 

successfully on their eastern competitors.

‘This looks reasonable and the Eight Hour 

Day deprecates the actions of those unions 

who have thereby complicated the 

situation, and are likely to endanger the 

success of this movement.

‘Competition is a factor in the question and 

the workingmen of Chicago have no right to 

exact shorter hours and high wages from 

their employers unless similar demands are 

made elsewhere.’

Schilling also advocated arbitration and 

when the editorial saying that ‘strikes must 

be avoided’ was published, the cry went up 

from the anarchists that he had been 

bought out by the employers.
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Saturday and Sunday passed quietly 

although the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. 

Paul railroad was compelled to hire 

nonunion men to handle their freight and 

on Monday trouble began.

Citizens were stirred to anger by a parade 

of Polish and Russian tailoresses who 

paraded their rags in the downtown streets

and the city was thrilled by disquieting 

rumors which came from the McCormick 

Harvester Works where no trouble had 

been reported for several days.

It was reported that 10,000 people were 

grouped at Black Road in an anarchist 

meeting and that trouble was expected 

before the afternoon was over. 

Trouble arrived in the form of an attack on 

the works by a mob of 150 men, some of 

whom were armed.

These were later reinforced by thousands.

Detectives J. M. Hanes and J. J. Egan were 

detailed to attend the meeting. 

Hearing the speeches they came to the 

conclusion that there was going to be 

trouble and plenty of it, so they turned in 

the alarm for the reserves.

Saturday and Sunday Chief Ebersold had 

been on constant duty. 

Never leaving his office he awaited the 

outbreak he knew was to come and all day 

Monday he sat locked in the telephone and 

telegraph room at headquarters moving 

reserve here and detail there, constantly 

keeping the force prepared for any 

emergency.
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He took personal and complete charge of 

the situation and supervised every move 

made and issued every command given.

The complete reports of the battle which 

occurred at the McCormick Harvester 

Works did not reach Ebersold till late that 

night and when he heard them he said he 

was one of the proudest men in Chicago to 

be the head of such a police force and the 

leader of such men as those who battled 

with the mob that afternoon.

When the factory whistle blew for the men 

to quit work at 3:30 o'clock that afternoon 

Patrolmen West and Condon were the only 

men on duty. 

A crowd had gathered around the gates and 

as the workers came out some were 

beaten.

Condon and West fought the strikers and 

Condon decided to make a run for it to try 

and send in the alarm. 

At Western and Blue Island avenues he was 

later found badly beaten. 

Someone had turned in the alarm for him. 

West was forced away from the gate by the 

mob and chased down a switch track where 

he also was beaten.

About this time the Hinman street patrol 

wagon clattered up with Sergeant Enright in 

command of Patrolmen Fugate, Rafferty, 

Falley, Quintan, Walsh, Peasnick, Zimmick

and McCarthy.

Dashing straight through the mob up to the 

gates of the factory the wagon disgorged its 

load of fighting cops.
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Clubs were used until the next wagonload 

came up when it was found necessary to 

use revolvers also in the fight.

Leading other patrols of policemen was 

Captain Simon O'Donnell who had driven 

from the West Twelfth street station in a 

buggy which was spattered with mud and 

filth and covered with indentations from 

missiles thrown by the mobs through which

he had passed. 

As wagon loads of police arrived they were 

dispatched through the neighborhood to 

prevent other crowds from forming. 

The mob at the gate had been broken and 

scattered by patrol wagons which ran 

through it.

That night 500 policemen patrolled the 

district.

Only two strikers were known to be killed in 

the battle at the gate. 

Many others were seriously hurt, in the 

main most injuries being cracked heads.

Patrolman Kaiser was badly hurt when a 

brick thrown by someone in the mob struck 

him on the head. 

Patrolman Casey was rescued from being 

lynched when he took one of the wounded 

strikers to his home. 

The exact number of gunshot wounds was 

never learned.
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IX. THE FOURTH OF MAY

The terror inspired by the great fire had 

lasted but a few days, the riots of 1877 

reached their dreadful crisis in one 

afternoon and so the city was calm the 

morning after the battle at the McCormick 

Harvester Works. 

Labor union headquarters began to make 

predictions of an early settlement of strikes 

and the comforting rumor went around that 

the great packing houses out in the stock 

yards were on the verge of yielding to the 

demands of their employees.

But in the afternoon disquieting reports 

were brought in to Chief Ebersold's office.

Spies, whose speech, the police claim, 

incited the McCormick trouble, had written 

a circular which was being spread broadcast 

throughout the city. 

It ran as follows:

‘Revenge ! Workingmen, to arms ! Your 

masters sent out their bloodhounds, the 

police. They killed six of your brothers at 

McCormick's yesterday afternoon; they 

killed the poor wretches because they had 

the courage to disobey the supreme will of 

your bosses; they killed them because they 

had dared to ask the shortening of the 

hours of toil; they killed them to show you, 

free American citizens, that you must be 

satisfied and contented with whatever your 

bosses condescend to allow you, or you will 

get killed.
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‘You have for years suffered immeasurable 

iniquities; you have worked yourself to 

death; you have endured the pangs of want 

and hunger; your children you have 

sacrificed to the factory lords.

‘In short, you have been miserable and 

obedient slaves all these years. Why? To 

satisfy the insatiable greed, to fill the 

coffers of your lazy, thieving masters. 

‘When you ask them now to lessen the 

burden they sent their bloodhounds out to 

shoot you murder you. If you are men, if 

you are the sons of your grandsires who 

shed their blood to save you, then you will 

rise in your might, Herculean, and destroy 

the hideous monster that seeks to destroy 

you. To arms ! We call you to arms ! YOUR 

BROTHERS.’

Other articles appeared in the Socialist and 

anarchist press and later in the day a 

circular printed in English and German 

called on all working men to attend a ‘Great 

mass meeting tonight, at 7:30, at the 

Haymarket, Randolph street, between

Desplaines and Halsted. 

‘Good speakers will be present to denounce 

the latest atrocious acts of the police the 

shooting of our fellow-working men 

yesterday.  THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.’

The strong force which had patrolled the 

vicinity of the Black Road all night were 

relieved in the morning by a squad who 

assisted the Pinkertons to maintain order in 

the vicinity of the McCormick works.
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Historians say the ‘proprietor of that 

establishment expressed a determination to 

protect the workers at any cost and from 

the first of the trouble he exhibited the 

most courageous devotion to the position 

he had assumed in relation to the 

anarchistic socialists.’

A man on horseback scattered the call for a 

mass meeting throughout the city. 

At Eighteenth street and Center avenue the 

drug store of Samuel Rosen feld was gutted 

by a mob of 3,000 people who called the 

druggist a 'spy' because the police had used 

his telephone to keep in touch with 

headquarters.

Capt. O'Donnell dispersed the crowd with 

the aid of Lieut. Barcell and 50 patrolmen.

Later in the day Lieut. Sheperd was sent out 

to disperse a crowd of 10,000 who had 

demolished and ransacked the saloon of 

Stanley Weiskopf. 

The police were again called into action 

when some striking lumber workers and 

mechanics attacked six special guards in 

front of the office of a paint factory on 

Eighteenth street near Center avenue.

About 3 o'clock that afternoon a howling 

dog bounded down the Black Road vainly 

trying to outdistance a tin can tied to its tail.

A few minutes after this unusual messenger 

had passed several thousand men had 

gathered and were being advised to make 

open warfare on the harvester works.
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Detective Granger saw a revolver in a man's 

pocket and when he attempted to place 

him under arrest he was slugged. Instantly 

the streets were in a turmoil. 

Patrolman John Small of the Hinman street 

station was shot through the hand while 

standing over the body of his senseless 

comrade and only the timely arrival of a 

detail of 10 men from the Twelfth street 

station prevented murder. 

All afternoon heavy details of police were 

running back and forth through the factory 

districts dispersing crowds and while 

emptying a hall where some lumber 

handlers were holding a turbulent meeting,  

Patrolman James Bulman, of the Twelfth 

street station, was badly hurt when his 

head stopped a brick.

That evening there was a good deal of 

excitement in the vicinity of the city hall.

Chief Ebersold was seen going in and out of 

the mayor's office a number of times 

carrying the circulars which were being 

distributed.

He is said to have urged the mayor to 

prohibit the meeting.

Mayor Harrison refused, saving that 

everything would pass off quietly if the 

anarchists were left alone.

It happens that a commanding officer took 

it upon himself to march men over to attack 

the meeting, shortly after Mayor Harrison 

and the Chief of Police had left for their 

homes, causing loss of life and an upheaval, 

but which stamped out anarchism and

quietened the socialists for years to come.
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Inspector John Bonfield was the man who 

most dreaded the mass meeting. 

He secretly felt that something was going to 

happen and made preparations. 

Following the developments of the 

anarchist movement in Chicago, with the 

greatest care, he formed opinions as to the 

real aims of the 'groups“ and 'circles' who 

had held secret meetings within the city for 

years. 

Bonfield dreaded another riot worse than 

that of the pseudo commune of 1877.

Detectives were seeking evidence of an 

anarchist plot to cause trouble and Capt.

Schaak had already unearthed startling 

facts which were being elaborated upon.

Following a conference that evening,

Ebersold and Bonfield made their 

preparations. Captain Ward, of the Third 

precinct, was ordered to bring all of his 

available men to the Desplaines street 

station. 

And at 8 o'clock the building was crowded 

with one captain, seven lieutenants and 176 

men. 

Reserves aggregating 600 men were 

ordered held in readiness for immediate 

duty at the Central Detail, Harrison street 

and West and Each Chicago avenue 

stations. 

The Second precinct was not called upon 

because of the strenuous past few days 

experienced by Captain O'Donnell and his 

men.
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Bonfield expected trouble and he told the 

chief so. 

Ebersold allowed him to take personal 

charge and ordered him to report 

frequently. 

About 9 o'clock the crowd moved, as 

though by common assent, from the square 

to a half block north on Desplaines street.

In the trial of the anarchists this was given a 

peculiar significance. 

The prosecuting attorneys argued that it 

was made to facilitate the escape of the 

troublemakers, should any trouble occur.

It was also contended that the object of 

changing the meeting place was:

To consolidate the police force in a narrow 

street, in order that bombs thrown into 

their ranks might do more effective 

slaughter.

To draw the police into this narrow space, 

so when the bombs were thrown they 

would become confused, fire at each other, 

and to afford a better opportunity for 

shooting from the ambush the alleys 

afforded.

And to give the leaders a better chance to 

escape through the alleys.

The other side of the story is that the large 

flat wagon drawn up near the alley 

entrance provided an excellent speakers‘

platform, that a raw wet wind was blowing 

down the square, that rain was expected, 

and that Desplaines street was sheltered, 

whereas the square was not.
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Mayor Harrison was present when Parsons 

and Spies spoke, and left during the speech 

of the latter, telling Inspector Bonfield that 

he didn't expect any trouble.

It was not until shortly after Mayor Harrison 

went home and Inspector Bonfield had told 

Chief Ebersold it would be all right for him 

to go off duty that the sudden, unexpected 

and alarming reports came in of the terrible 

utterances of an anarchist by the name of

Fielden. 

It was now after 10 o'clock. 

Bonfield, in order to prevent a riot, an 

uprising, a reign of terror, ordered out the 

police to disperse the crowd.

Marching in four divisions, two of which 

were to guard the rear against a rear attack, 

marched north on Desplaines street.

The mob consisted of an audience of 3,000, 

and many had brought their wives and 

children.

Captain Ward shouted the order to 

disperse. 

A black object fell hissing in front of the 

second company of police.

It exploded with a roar and, answering the 

revolver shots of the police, came the 

flashes of guns from the sidewalk in the 

fleeing mob.
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Here is a portion of Bonfield's report which 

is worthy of mention:

‘The explosion was caused by a dynamite 

bomb, which was thrown into our ranks 

from the east sidewalk and fell near the 

dividing line between the companies 

commanded by Lieutenants Fowler and 

Bowler. 

‘For an instant the entire command of the 

above named officers, with many of the 

first and third divisions, were thrown to the 

ground, alas ! many never to arise again.

‘The men recovered instantly and returned 

the fire of the mob.

‘Lieutenants Steele and Quinn charged the 

mob on the street, while the company of 

Lieutenant Hubbard, with the few uninjured 

members of the second division, swept 

both sidewalks with a hot and telling fire, 

and in a few minutes the anarchists were 

flying in every direction. 

‘I then gave the order to stop firing, fearing 

that some of our men in the darkness might 

fire upon one another, and ordered the 

patrol wagon to be called, made details to 

take care of the dead and wounded, placed 

guards around the stations, and called for 

physicians to attend our wounded men. 

‘It is surprising to many that our officers 

stood firm and were not demoralized under 

the trying circumstances.
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‘It has been asserted that regular troops 

have become panic stricken from less 

cause.

‘I see no account for it except this: The 

soldier acts as a part of a machine, rarely, if 

ever, when he is on duty is he allowed to 

act as an individual, or to use his personal 

judgment. 

‘A policeman's training makes him self-

reliant. 

‘Day after day, night after night, he goes on 

duty alone, and when in conflict with thief 

and burglar he has to depend upon his own 

individual exertions. 

‘The soldiers, being a part of the machine, it 

follows when part gives out, the rest is 

useless until the rest is repaired.

‘The policeman, being a machine himself, 

rarely, if ever, gives up till he lies on the 

ground, unable to rise again.

‘In conclusion I beg leave to report that the 

conduct of the men and officers, with few 

exceptions, was admirable; as a military 

man said to me the next day, 'Worth the 

heroes of a hundred battles?‘

‘Of one officer I wish to make special 

mention.

‘Immediately after the explosion I looked 

behind me to see the greater portion of the 

second division on the ground.

‘I gave the order to the men to close up and 

in an instant Sergeant John E. Fitzpatrick 

was at my side and repeated the order.’
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The Casualty List of the Riot.

Of Lieutenant George Hubbard's command: 

Patrick Flavin, injured; Jacob Ebinger, 

injured; John J. Kelley, injured; James 

Wilson, Injured; Frank Andrews, injured; 

Michael O'Brien, injured; David Hogan, 

injured.

Of Lieutenant James Bowler's command: 

John J. Barrett and Michael Sheehan, fatally 

hurt; John Reid, bullet wounds in both legs 

below the knees; Lawrence Murphy, half of 

left foot blown off by shell, two shell 

wounds in right leg, one in right hip, two 

bullet wounds in right leg, also one in left 

side of neck; John E. Doyle, two bullet 

wounds in right leg below knee and three 

shell wounds in left leg below the knee; 

Arthur Conolly, two shell wounds in right 

leg, bullet wound in right arm; Nicholas 

Shannon, bullet wound in back, 17 shell 

wounds in lower part of both legs;

Adam Barber, bullet wound in right heel 

and shell wounds in lower and back part of 

both legs; James Conway, shell wounds 

through lower part of right leg; Thomas

McEnery, ten shell wounds in both legs; 

Patrick Hartford, two shell wounds in right 

leg, bullet wound through right heel and 

three toes of left foot shot off; Louis 

Johnson, shell wound in lower part of left 

leg; Frank Tyrell, two shell wounds in fleshy 

part of left thigh; August Keller, shell wound 

above left hip; bullet in left side; James 

Brady, four shell wounds in lower part of 

both legs; John H. King, shell wound in 

lower part of right jaw and two bullet 

wounds in right leg.

Of Lieutenant James P. Stanton's command: 

The Lieutenant received two wounds in calf 

of right leg, one in right thigh, one in right 

side, one in right forearm from shell and 

received pistol wounds in right forearm; 
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Patrolmen: Alex Jameson, shot in left thigh 

and left wrist; Timothy O'Sullivan, pistol 

shot in right thigh; Thomas Halley, trampled 

on and bruised; Jacob Hansen, right leg 

crushed by shell, amputated above knee, 

also shot twice in left hip and left ankle was 

fractured by shell; Michael Horan, shot in 

right forearm and thigh; Peter Butterly, 

wounded in both legs below knee by shell 

and shot in right forearm; Joseph Norman, 

wounded by shell in left hand and right 

heel; Thomas Hennessy, wounded by shell 

in both legs below knee and in left thigh; 

William Burns, slight shell wound in right 

instep; Charles Fink, shot badly in both 

thighs and wounded by shell in left ankle; 

Mathias Degan, killed by shell wounds in 

abdomen and legs; Bernard Murphy, large 

shell wound on right side of head and 

another in left thigh; Thomas Brophy, left 

hand badly wounded by shell; 

Charles Whitney, badly hurt when shell 

fragment penetrated chest; Thomas

Redden's left leg was crushed by shell which 

also wounded him in both arms and face.

Of Lieutenant Francis Penzen's command: 

Andrew O'Day, bruised on right knee; 

Patrick Nash, left breast bruised; Patrick 

McLaughlin, right breast bruised; Henry 

Smith, wounded by bullet in right shoulder.

Of Lieutenant J. P. Beard's command: Daniel 

Cramer, neck grazed by bullet; Matten

Cullen, collar bone broken; Frank Murphy, 

three ribs broken and ankle bruised.

The only man who disgraced his uniform 

was Patrolman Charles Dombrowski, a new 

member of the force, who fled to a friend's 

house on Halsted street.
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Seven policemen were killed, or died as a 

result of their wounds. These were:

Mathias Degan, who attempted to walk to 

the station though horribly wounded and 

who dropped dead half way;

John J. Barret was the next to go; only 25 

years old, he died the second morning. 

George Miller and Timothy Flavin next 

followed; the operation amputating the 

latter's leg didn't help.

Patrolman Michael Sheehan died the 

following Sunday, being followed by 

Thomas Redden, who died on May 17. 

Nels Hansen, the seventh victim, did not die 

till after seven weeks of torture.

Following the riot the police proceeded to 

stamp out the anarchist organizations of 

the city. 

Hundreds of secret headquarters were 

raided and in many of these large quantities 

of dynamite, arms and ammunition were 

found.

The tremendous excitement caused by the 

trial of the men obliterated the work of the 

department in the newspapers, but this 

aided rather than hindered the activities of 

the police. 

The anarchist circles and societies 

disbanded never to meet again with the 

freedom they had formerly enjoyed. 
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Secret records and data which the 

department had collected in the years 

preceding the riot were used and with the 

verdict of guilty, which was returned 

against the men came, the assurance that 

the city was free from the danger of 

organized anarchy.

The jury sentenced August Spies, Michael 

Schwab, Samuel Fielden, Albert Parsons, 

Adolph Fischer, George Engel and Louis

Lingg to death and found Oscar Neebe

guilty of murder and sentenced him to 15 

years in the penitentiary.

On the 10th of November Louis Lingg

placed a dynamite bomb in his mouth and 

lit the fuse. 

The lower part of his face was blown away 

and he died during the afternoon, bearing 

his pain like a stoic.

On the same afternoon Governor Richard 

Oglesby commuted the sentences of 

Samuel Fielden and Michael Schwab to 20 

years imprisonment.

The men met their death bravely on the 

scaffold on the 9th of December. 

Thousands of people surrounded the jail 

and policemen armed with clubs and 

Winchesters patrolled the inner edge of the 

rope fence which was erected to keep back

the crowds.

Another squad of men were stationed on 

the top of the jail with rifles to command 

the crowd. 

Discovery of plots to liberate the men by 

blowing up the jail by Detective Herman

Scheuttler caused every precaution possible 

to be taken to watch the crowd.
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The Chicago avenue water tower was 

guarded for weeks before and after the 

hanging against a similar plot.

Following the funeral and parade, at which 

many of the anarchist societies were 

represented, two funds were collected.

More than $10,000 was subscribed to care 

for the bereft families and a $10,000 

monument to the policemen who had been 

killed and injured in the riot was erected in 

Union Park.

Today Herman Schuettler is First Deputy 

Superintendent of Police. 

During the winter months when the 

anarchists are the most active, he still 

details men to attend the meetings of the 

radicals and a secret service squad keeps 

him informed as to the hidden moves of the 

trouble makers.

Mrs. Luella Parsons, wife of Albert Parsons, 

still lectures on anarchy, but the attendance 

at her meetings is dwindling year by year. 

The old group is going to join the four men 

who were executed so long ago and a 

younger generation who want reform by 

legislation is here.
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The bomb, May 4, 1886 (page 396).
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Desplaines Street Police Station on Night of May 4, 1886 (page 246).
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The morning after the riot (page 322).
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The police wagon in full motion (page 410).
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Taylor, John W. (photographer).  Randolph Street Market (Haymarket Square) (circa 1890).

View of the Randolph Street Market, west of Desplaines Street on the Near West Side of Chicago (Ill.).

Chicago History Museum. 
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Haymarket Square (1892)

Chicago Historical Society photo collection

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/haymarket/haymarket.html

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/haymarket/haymarket1892.JPG
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Haymarket Square, Randolph at Halsted/ Desplaines (center).  Chicago (1892). The city of Chicago.  New York (NY): Currier & Ives (copyright 1892).

zoomable raster image available online.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1892 .C8

Digital ID g4104c pm001500 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001500 

Catalog # 75693210

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693210

jp2CANEUJ60

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001500.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001500/
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Haymarket Square, Randolph at Halsted/ Desplaine (center).  Chicago (1892). Roy, Peter. Bird's eye view of Chicago, 1892.  Chicago (IL) (copyright 1892).

Perspective map not drawn to scale.

zoomable raster image available online

Panoramic  Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1892 .R6

Digital ID g4104c pm001510 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001510 

Catalog # 75693206

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693206

jp2CA6SIMPD

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001510.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001510/
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Haymarket Square, Chicago (1893).

posted by lisa jackson (2011 March 3)

Chicago Haymarket Square 01 03 ca_1893.jpg
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Haymarket Square, Randolph at Halsted/ Desplaines.(center).  Chicago (1893).  Treutlein, Thomas (artist) 1893 grand view of Chicago.  Chicago (IL): Reynertson & Beckerman (copyright 

1893).

Perspective map not drawn to scale. - Bird's-eye-view.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1893 .T7 

Digital ID g4104c pm001520 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001520 

Catalog # 75693211

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693211

jp2CAEFC47J

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001520.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001520/
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Haymarket Square, Randolph at Halsted/ Desplaines (center).  Chicago (1893). Bird's eye view of Chicago, 1893.  Chicago (IL): Peter Roy (copyright 1892).

Includes index and inset of View of Chicago in 1832.

Indexed 'Map of the buildings and grounds of the World's Columbian Exposition at Jackson Park and Midway Plaisance, Chicago, Ill., U.S.A. 1893

zoomable raster image available online

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1893 .R6

Digital ID g4104c pm001511

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001511 

Catalog # 97686545http://lccn.loc.gov/97686545

jp2CAPYIA5P

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001511.jp2&res=2

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001511/
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Haymarket Square.  Chicago, Illinois (late 1800s)

posted by Andrew Filipek

haymarket_square.jpg

http://gallaghereblockgroup2.wikispaces.com/Haymarket+Affair/
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As the tendency to warfare shows the 

primitive state of the labor movement, so 

also this division on class lines reveals its 

present undeveloped condition. 

The organization of society into huge 

battalions with syndicates and corporations 

on the side of capital, and trades-unions 

and federations on the side of labor, is to 

divide the world into two hostile camps, 

and to turn us back into class warfare and 

class limitations. 

All our experience tells us that no question 

of civilization is so simple as that, nor can 

we any longer settle our perplexities by 

mere good fighting. 

One is reminded of one's childish 

conception of life — that Right and Wrong 

were drawn up in battle array into two 

distinct armies, and that to join the army of 

Right and fight bravely would be to settle all 

problems.

But life itself teaches us nothing more 

inevitable than that right and wrong are 

most confusedly mixed; that the blackest 

wrong is by our side and within our own 

motives; that right does not dazzle our eyes 

with its radiant shining, but has to be found 

by exerting patience, discrimination, and 

impartiality. 

Addams, Jane (author).  The settlement as a factor in the labor  movement.

(pages 183-204)

Residents of Hull-House (authors).  Hull-House Maps and Papers (a  presentation of nationalities and wages in a congested district of Chicago).  New York: Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. 

(copyright 1895).
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We cease to listen for the bugle note of 

victory our childish imagination anticipated, 

and learn that our finest victories are 

attained in the midst of self-distrust, and 

that the waving banner of triumph is sooner 

or later trailed to the dust by the weight of 

self-righteousness. 

It may be that as the labor movement 

grows older and riper, it will cease to divide 

all men so sharply into capitalists and 

proletarians, into exploiter and exploited.

We may live to remind its leaders in later 

years, as George Eliot has so skillfully 

reminded us, that the path we all like when 

we first set out in our youth is the path of 

martyrdom and endurance, where the palm 

branches grow; but that later we learn to 

take the steep highway of tolerance, just 

allowance, and self-blame, where there are 

no leafy honors to be gathered and worn.

As the labor movement grows older its 

leaders may catch the larger ethical view 

which genuine experience always gives; 

they may have a chance to act free from the

pressure of threat or ambition. 

They should have nothing to gain or lose, 

save as they rise or fall with their fellows. 

In raising the mass, men could have a 

motive power as much greater than the 

motive for individual success, as the force 

which sends the sun above the horizon is 

greater than the force engendered by the 

powder behind the rocket.

Addams, Jane (author).  The settlement as a factor in the labor  movement.

(pages 183-204)

Residents of Hull-House (authors).  Hull-House Maps and Papers (a  presentation of nationalities and wages in a congested district of Chicago).  New York: Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. 

(copyright 1895).
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Is it too much to hope that as the better 

organized and older trades-unions are fast 

recognizing a solidarity of labor, and acting 

upon the literal notion of brotherhood, that 

they will later perceive the larger solidarity 

which includes labor and capital, and act 

upon the notion of universal kinship? 

That before this larger vision of life there 

can be no perception of ‘sides’ and no 

‘battle array’?

In the light of the developed social 

conscience the ‘sympathetic strike’ may be

criticised, not because it is too broad, but 

because it is too narrow, and because the 

strike is but a wasteful and negative 

demonstration of ethical fellowship. 

In the summer of 1894 the Chicago unions 

of Russian-Jewish cloakmakers, German 

compositors, and Bohemian and Polish 

butchers, struck in sympathy with the cause 

of the American Railway Union, whom they 

believed to be standing for a principle. 

Does an event such as this, clumsy and 

unsatisfactory as its results are, prefigure 

the time when no factory child in Chicago 

can be overworked and underpaid without 

a protest from all good citizens, capitalist 

and proletarian?

Such a protest would be founded upon an 

ethical sense so strong that it would easily 

override business interests and class 

prejudices.

Addams, Jane (author).  The settlement as a factor in the labor  movement.

(pages 183-204)

Residents of Hull-House (authors).  Hull-House Maps and Papers (a  presentation of nationalities and wages in a congested district of Chicago).  New York: Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. 

(copyright 1895).
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Former site of McCormick Reaper Works on Chicago River at Rush Street Bridge.  Bird's-eye-view of the business district of Chicago.  Chicago (IL): Poole Brothers (copyright 1898).

Perspective map not drawn to scale. - Oriented with north to the right.

zoomable raster image available online.

Panoramic Maps Collection

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C6A3 1898 .P6 

Digital ID g4104c pm001530 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.pm001530 

Catalog # 75693212

http://lccn.loc.gov/75693212

jp2CA7IX2NY

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/image-services/jp2.py?data=/service/gmd/gmd410/g4104/g4104c/pm001530.jp2&res=3

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.pm001530/
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer). Haymarket Square (1910).

View of Haymarket Square on West Randolph Street in the Near West Side community area of Chicago, Illinois. 

This image shows horses and wagons parked along the side of the street, and a large advertising sign for Uneeda biscuits, National Biscuit Company, in the background.

Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 

Reproduction # DN-0056241

Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n056241 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n056241 
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer). Haymarket Square (1911).

Image of Haymarket Square in the Near West Side community area of Chicago, Illinois. 

View looking west on West Randolph Street from North DesPlaines Street between two lines of merchants' wagons parked along the street

Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 

Reproduction # DN-0057584

Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n057584 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n057584 
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Haymarket Square (a view of the west Randolph Street vegetable and produce market).

page 192

Notable Men of Chicago and Their City.  Chicago (IL): Chicago Daily Journal (1910).

Photographers:  Walinger Studios, Matzene Studios, Moffett Studios

Engravers: Reincke Kreiicker Company; Barnes Crosby Company

Call # 1077450

Bookplate: University of California (Santa Barbara) Library

Contributed by: University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

http://www.archive.org/details/notablemenofchic00chic
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I was in Chicago only a short time. 

I had a vague idea that Chicago was both 

better and worse than other places, that 

God and the devil had joined battle there, 

more definitely than elsewhere, that the 

points at issue were  plainer, that there was 

something nearer to a straight fight in 

Chicago between good and evil than we 

find in other places.

We are here as on a darkling plain,

Swept with confused alarms

Of struggle and flight,

Where ignorant armies strive by night.

(Matthew Arnold)

In Chicago I felt the armies would be less 

ignorant, the alarms a little less confused.  

I am not sure now that this is so.

It  may be quite as hard in Chicago as it is 

anywhere else to find out quite certainly 

what is right; which, in certain tangled 

matters, is God’s side and which the devil’s.  

But I do not believe that the Chicago man, 

any more than the Belfast man, is 

tormented with the paralysis of indecision.

He may and very likely will do a great many 

things which will turn out in the end not to 

be good things.

Birmingham, George A.  The Conclusion of the Matter.  From Dublin to Chicago.  (copyright George H. Doran Company, 1914).

Pages 267-273.

Quaife, Milo Milton (editor).  The Development of Chicago 1674-1914 (shown in a series of contemporary original narratives).  Chicago: The Caxton Club (copyright 1916)

Contributed by Harvard College Library

Digitalized by Google

http://books.google.com/.
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Haymarket Statue in Police Training Academy.  Jackson 1300W, Chicago, Illinois 

This 1907 photograph (Chicago History Museum, ICHi - 28783) shows Chicago police officers commemorating the twenty-second anniversary of the Haymarket Incident. The "veterans of 

Haymarket" are standing around a statue originally erected in 1889 with funds from the Union League Club to memorialize the officers who died on, or soon after, the May 4, 1886, 

incident. On May 4, 1927, a streetcar jumped its tracks (perhaps intentionally) and crashed into the monument. This original statue survived until it was blown up in October 1969, 

reportedly by activists from the Weather Underground. The city replaced the statue, but it was destroyed again one year later. For two years, Chicago police officers guarded the statue 

twenty-four hours a day, but finally the city placed it inside the courtyard of the police-training academy. 

http://communitywalk.s3.amazonaws.com/assets/photos/1/82/15677_l.jpg

The Chicago Center for Working-Class Studies (CCWCS) is proud to present the Interactive Labor Trail, made possible by a generous grant from the Illinois Humanities Council. This on-

line history resource builds on “The Labor Trail: Chicago's History of Working-Class Life and Struggle,” a map of 140 significant locations in the history of labor, migration, and working-

class culture in Chicago and Illinois. The Labor Trail is the product of a joint effort to showcase the many generations of dramatic struggles and working-class life in the Chicago area's rich 

and turbulent past. The Trail's neighborhood tours invite you to get acquainted with the events, places, and people -- often unsung -- who have made the city what it is today. In addition, 

the statewide map is just a starting point for further exploration of Illinois' labor heritage. This Interactive Labor Trail expands the number of locations and provides a greater depth of 

information, while giving map users the chance to add their knowledge of locations and events in the Chicago area’s working-class history.

More information on the Chicago Center for Working-Class Studies is available at: www.workingclassstudies.org

The Labor Trail: Chicago's History of Working-Class Life and Struggle

Project Director: Leon Fink, University of Illinois at Chicago

Project Advisors: Tobias Higbie, Newberry Library; Lisa Oppenheim, Chicago Metro History Education Center; Liesl Miller Orenic, Dominican University

Administrative Director: Jeffrey Helgeson, University of Illinois at Chicago

Project Assistants: Aaron Max Berkowitz, University of Illinois at Chicago; John H. Flores, University of Illinois at Chicago; Erik Gellman, Northwestern University; Dan Harper, University 

of Illinois at Chicago; Emily LaBarbera-Twarog, University of Illinois at Chicago
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Haymarket Lofts.  Green Street 120N, Chicago, Illinois.  (2005 March 4)
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Haymarket Lofts.  Green Street 120N, Chicago, Illinois.  (2005 March 4)
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Jenn Kleckner (UrbaneBeads) (2013).  Gearing-McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum- Open House Chicago 2012.

38bb9bf054ba50c02f943ca29f8d44ba.jpg

http://www.pinterest.com/pin/551339179351575490/
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McCormick Harvesting Machine Company Advertising Card

9999005029-l.jpg

Image ID: WHi-36369

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi/fullimage.asp?id=36369
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1847 June 10, Chicago Daily 

Tribune publishes first edition.

1847 August 30, Cyrus McCormick 

establishes reaper works in 

Chicago.

1848 April 10, Illinois and Michigan 

Canal opens.

1848 November 20, inaugural run 

of Galena & Chicago Union 

Railroad.

1855 June 18, Joseph Medill and 

partners buy Tribune and make it a 

leading anti-slavery voice.

1860 May 18, Abraham Lincoln 

nominated for president at 

Republican Convention in Chicago 

with critical push from Tribune.

1863 June 1, armed guards protect 

Tribune building from Southern 

sympathizers.

Timeline.

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1997-06-10/news/9707250051_1_southern-sympathizers-state-street-store-union-stock-yards
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1871 October 8, Chicago Fire 

leaves nearly 300 dead, 90,000 

homeless and 17,450 buildings 

destroyed.

1881 May 22, Tribune prints entire 

text of newly revised, plain-English 

version of New Testament.

Timeline.

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1997-06-10/news/9707250051_1_southern-sympathizers-state-street-store-union-stock-yards
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In 1859, Cyrus McCormick, married 

Nancy ‘Nettie’ Fowler, a devoted 

Christian. 

Nancy helped her husband build 

his harvesting company through 

her natural business skills. 

Even after a fire destroyed their 

company and Cyrus wanted to give 

up and retire, Nancy encouraged 

him to rebuild the business larger 

than before.

Nancy McCormick nee Fowler.

http://austingardner.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Photo90053.jpg

http://austingardner.net/2012/01/26/january-26th-in-world-evangelism-history/
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After the death of her husband, 

Nancy used much of the wealth 

she had acquired from the 

business to start the McCormick 

Theological Seminary in Chicago. 

She also donated money to over 

forty other schools and colleges for 

buildings, professors, and 

scholarships to train missionaries 

to go around the world.

The support did not end simply 

with schools. 

Nancy Fowler also used her wealth 

to support individuals such as D. L. 

Moody, John R. Mott, and 

countless missionaries to Asia.

http://austingardner.net/2012/01/26/january-26th-in-world-evangelism-history/
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Nettie Fowler McCormick, widow of Cyrus McCormick, inventor of the mechanical reaper.*

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/nettie-fowler-mccormick.jpg
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Tusculum College was founded in 

1794; and it’s the 28th oldest 

college in the US, the oldest 

college in Tennessee, and the 

oldest coeducational institution 

affiliated with the Presbyterian 

Church of the United States.

The 140-acre wood campus has 

eight buildings.

The buildings and the Tusculum

Arch are listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places.

Nettie McCormick financed:

1887 McCormick Hall

1891 Craig Hall

1901 Virginia Hall

1914 Haynes Hall

1923 Gordon Hall

Tusculum College provides liberal 

arts education in a Judeo-Christian 

environment to develop students 

personally and prepare them for 

civic engagement and careers.

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/?page_id=13
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In 1994, Tusculum College 

embarked on its third century of 

producing effective and educated 

citizens.

The Carnegie Foundation selected

Tusculum as a model institution for 

education that encourages 

effective citizenship.

Tusculum College is listed in the 

Templeton Foundation’s Guide to 

Character Building Colleges.

In 1784, Samuel Doak established 

Martin’s Academy which was 

renamed Washington College in 

1795.

In 1794 Hezekiah Balch chartered 

Greeneville (Tennessee) College 

which awarded its first degree in 

1808 (to Hugh Brown).

In 1816-1818, Samuel Doak and his 

son founded Tusculum Academy In 

the foothills of the Great Smoky 

Mountains.

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/?page_id=13
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In 1818-1830 Samuel Witherspoon

Doak built the two-story brick 

house that currently houses a 

museum.

In 1835, Tusculum Academy added 

a two-room log building.

In 1841, the oldest ‘academic’

building was built to accommodate 

an increase in student enrolment.

In 1844, Tusculum Academy 

became Tusculum College.

1841-“Old College” is built due to 

growth of student enrollment. It is 

the oldest “academic” building on 

In 1868, G & T colleges merged to 

become Greeneville & Tusculum  

College.

In 1875, Greenville & Tusculum

College admitted women for the 

first time.

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/?page_id=13
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Tusculum Academy log cabin

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/tusculum-academy-page.jpg
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McCormick Hall of Tusculum College (1887)

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/mccormick-hall.jpg
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Craig Hall of Tusculum College (1891) (photo circa 1900).

Rev. William G. Craig was Nettie McCormick’s pastor and friend of the college.

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/craig-hall.jpg
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Virginia Hall of Tusculum College (1901) (photo 1902).

The building is named for McCormick’s daughter, Mary Virginia.  Architect Louis Sullivan, an associate of the McCormick family, designed Virginia Hall.  It was the first Tusculum College 

building to include baths and furnace heat.

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/virginia.jpg
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Haynes Hall of Tusculum College (1914) (photo circa 1920).

Landon C. Haynes was a Tusculum faculty member for 65 years.

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/haynes-hall.jpg
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Gordon Hall (or Rankin Hall) (1923) (photo circa 1935).

The building is named for a member of the McCormick family.  Nettie McCormick died later in 1923 and it is the last building her donations financed at Tusculum College.

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/gordon-hall.jpg
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Chicago Daily News (photographer); Healy, George Peter Alexander (1813-1894) (painter). Mrs. Cyrus Hall McCormick, Sr. (1913 January 20).

Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 

Reproduction # DN-0060101

Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n060101 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n060101 
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Nettie Fowler McCormick with daughter, Anita McCormick Blaine, and grandson, Emmons Blaine, Jr.,

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi/fullimage.asp?id=11078

0305003129-l.jpg
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Nettie Fowler McCormick on Easter Sunday leaving Fourth Presbyterian Church of Chicago with her great-nephew, Chauncey Brooks McCormick (1884-1954) and her grandson, Harold 

Fowler McCormick, Jr. (1898-1972).(1914 April 12).

Image ID 43139

McCormick - International Harvester Collection

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi/fullRecord.asp?id=43139

0305004256-l.jpg
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer). Home of Cyrus Hall McCormick.  675 North Rush Street, Chicago, Illinois (1924 April 26).

Exterior view of the home of Cyrus Hall McCormick, the inventor of the mechanical reaper, located at 675 North Rush Street in the Near North Side community area of Chicago, Illinois. 

The Allerton Club can be seen behind the residence.

DN-0076818, Chicago Daily News negatives collection.

Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 

(original negative) ichicdn n076818 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n076818 
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Cyrus McCormick's mansion in McCormickville, (West of Michigan Ave.) on Chicago’s Near North side (photograph circa 1940-1950).

Demolished.

posted by Todd Protzman-Davis (2008 February 19)

The Villa Turicum Blog 

Dedicated to Edith Rockefeller McCormick & the Villa Turicum

http://bp3.blogger.com/_9YSJogewwE8/R7tH8k1EUWI/AAAAAAAABWE/NCINuW95bDI/s1600-h/mccormick8.jpg
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer). Cyrus Hall McCormick home, Lake Forest, Illinois (1922).

View of debris in front of the home of Cyrus Hall McCormick, inventor of the mechanical reaper, located in Lake Forest, Illinois. The driveway is very muddy and the house appears to be 

boarded-up in places.

DN-0074140, Chicago Daily News negatives collection.

Chicago History Museum, 1601 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614-6038. 

(original negative) ichicdn n074140 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n074140 
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House-in-the-Woods (photograph circa 1918).

Nancy Fowler McCormick (Mrs. Cyrus H.) resident in Lake Forest, Illinois.

Designed by Dwight H. Perkins of Perkins, Fellows & Hamilton circa 1916.

Mrs. McCormick’s daughter, Anita McCormick Blaine, widow of Emmons Blaine, inherited House in the Woods when Mrs. McCormick died in 1923.

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-2UWGLXZQe9g/UOXdKc29_CI/AAAAAAAAS6w/Jj2HXe1-tuU/s1600/McCormick+1.jpg

http://www.beyondthegildedage.com/2013/01/house-in-woods.html
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House-in-the-Woods (photograph circa 1918).

Nancy Fowler McCormick (Mrs. Cyrus H.) resident in Lake Forest, Illinois.

Designed by Dwight H. Perkins of Perkins, Fellows & Hamilton circa 1916.

Mrs. McCormick’s daughter, Anita McCormick Blaine, widow of Emmons Blaine, inherited House in the Woods when Mrs. McCormick died in 1923.

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-RuefoJQajAU/UOXdLqsgNII/AAAAAAAAS64/jos6A1mZzns/s1600/McCormick+3.jpg

http://www.beyondthegildedage.com/2013/01/house-in-woods.html



slide 427 of 447

Leander James McCormick, one of the 

founders of the great Chicago manufactory 

of harvesting machines, was the son of 

Robert and Mary Ann (Hall) McCormick, and 

born on the family estate in Virginia,  

known as the Walnut Grove Farm, February 

8, 1819.

The McCormicks emigrated originally from 

the north of Ireland, and settled in the Old 

Dominion, and like most of the Scotch-Irish 

race, were a thrifty, God-fearing people, 

who trained their children after the strict 

customs of the Presbyterians of those days.

Robert McCormick, the father, also 

inherited the sturdy mentality of his Scotch 

forefathers, being noted for the extent of 

his  historical and scientific knowledge, as 

well as for his mechanical genius.

Between the years 1809 and 1825, he 

constructed various reapers and tested 

them on the family estate, but the 

machines were not a practical success until 

the late twenties, when he invented and 

applied what is known as the vibrating 

sickle and horizontal reel.

A number of these improved machines 

were built previous to 1844; in that year 

twenty-five were constructed; in 1845, fifty; 

and in 1846 seventy-five.

The elder McCormick was a man of great 

energy and business capacity and 

developed many large interests outside of 

those connected with the manufacture of 

his inventions; in fact, his affairs were so 

expanded that the panic of 1837 caused 

him serious embarrassment, and it required 

the united efforts of the family to lift the 

debt from the estate.

pages 971-974

Waterman, Arba N. (editor & author).  Historical Review of Chicago and Cook County (and selected biography), volume III.  Chicago/ New York: The Lewis Publishing Company (1908)
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In the meantime, Leander J. McCormick, 

who most strongly inherited the mechanical 

and inventive genius of his father, had 

become his father’s assistant in the shop as 

well as in the sale of reapers, horse-power 

machinery, blacksmith’s bellows and other 

tools, and soon after his father’s decease, in 

association with his brother Cyrus H., he 

commenced the systematic establishment 

of the reaper in the western markets.

In 1846 the reaper works were established 

in Chicago; the first in the west.

In 1847 William B. Ogden and Charles M. 

Gray joined the McCormicks in the venture, 

but remained in the business but a short 

time.

In 1850 William S. McCormick joined the 

business.

From the first, Leander was the mechanical 

power of the enterprise, and in the spring 

of 1848, he removed his family to Chicago, 

and assumed the entire management of the 

manufacturing department, acquiring a 

one-sixth interest in the business.

From 1850 to 1859 he held the same 

position on a salary.

In 1859 he and his brother, William S., 

became interested in the business to the 

extent of one-fourth each, the firm 

becoming C.H. McCormick & Bros.

At the death of William S., in September, 

1865, Leander J. acquired a one-third 

interest.
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By the Great Fire of 1871 Leander J. 

McCormick lost not only his home and 

other valuable property, but his share in the 

great reaper works, which were then 

located on the north side, near the mouth 

of the river.

It is due to the energy and practical ability 

of Mr. McCormick that the new and far 

more extensive works on the west side 

were so promptly completed, as he 

personally planned and superintended their 

construction.

In fact, it will be found that in all the years 

which covered the establishment and the 

most remarkable development of the 

business, it was Leander J. McCormick who 

met all such crises with his indomitable will, 

his untiring energy and his genius for 

practical accomplishment.

It was in the apparent seclusion of his 

workshop that he conceived and tested 

many of the inventions which made the 

McCormick harvesting machinery a world 

leader of its kind, and at his death in 

Chicago, February 20, 1900, he was 

recognized by those conversant with the 

facts as one of the greatest promoters of 

industrial Chicago.

During the later years of his life, although 

Mr. McCormick was vice president of the 

McCormick Harvesting Machine Company, 

he took no active part in the business, and 

at his final withdrawal in 1889, his former 

investments in the concern were primarily 

placed in business properties in the central 

district, and at the death of Mr. McCormick 

his estate, which had vastly increased in 

value, was placed under the management 

of his son, R. Hall McCormick.
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The deceased was a man of marked honor 

in all his business connections, and his life 

outside of that field was founded on the 

highest plane of probity and broad justice.

He was one of the organizers of the South 

Presbyterian Church, of Chicago, in 1854, 

but afterwards returned to the mother 

body, the North Presbyterian Church, and 

died a firm believer in the faith of his family 

and his boyhood.

To the last he retained a warm affection for 

his native state, and one of his generous 

acts, for which the Old Dominion will long 

remember him, was his donation to the 

University of Virginia of its twenty-six inch 

telescope, which at that time was the 

largest in the world, and which has since 

been brought continually into requisition in 

the cause of science and higher education.

Robert Hall McCormick, for a number of 

years a partner in the firm of C.H. & L.J. 

McCormick and in the incorporated 

business of the McCormick Harvesting 

Machine Company, is the eldest son of 

Leander J. McCormick, one of the founders 

of the great industry with which the family 

name will always be associated.

Mr. McCormick is a native of Rockbridge 

County, Virginia, born on the 6th of 

September, 1847.

He was brought by his parents to Chicago 

when he was about a year old.

He was received his education in the 

preparatory and collegiate departments of 

the old Chicago university.

pages 971-974

Waterman, Arba N. (editor & author).  Historical Review of Chicago and Cook County (and selected biography), volume III.  Chicago/ New York: The Lewis Publishing Company (1908)

contributed by University of Virginia (Charlottesville) Library

digitalized by Google

http://books.google.com/



slide 431 of 447

In 1871 he entered the business of C.H. & 

L.J. McCormick; August, 1875, he was 

admitted as a partner, and continued as 

such until the incorporation of the 

McCormick Harvesting Machine Company, 

August 10, 1879, when he was appointed 

assistant superintendent of the 

manufacturing department.

During the years 1875 and 1876 Mr. 

McCormick personally experimented with 

the self-binder in the wheat fields of the 

west and southwest, and made, in both 

reaper and binder, improvements which 

were adopted and patented by the firm.

At the Centennial Exposition of 1876, he 

was in full charge of the field exhibits of the 

McCormick harvesting machinery.

Under his guidance the self-binder so 

completely demonstrated its superiority 

over the other machines on the market as 

to offer to the agricultural world a 

revelation in labor-saving machinery.

In 1889 he and his father disposed of their 

united interests in the McCormick 

Harvesting Machine Company, withdrawing 

entirely from the business.

Their former investments in the harvesting 

business were largely placed in real estate, 

centrally located in Chicago, and selected by 

R. Hall McCormick.

These properties have since greatly 

increased in value, and on the death of his 

father he was made sole trustee of the 

estate.
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Mr. McCormick’s tastes are as artistic as 

they are practical and businesslike.

He has made a special study of the British 

school of art, and his residence at 124 Rush 

street, north side, is embellished with rare 

specimens of this school.

Works from his collection have been 

exhibited in Washington, Philadelphia, 

Omaha and other large cities, and his entire 

collection in the Carnegie Institute, 

Pittsburg, and also in Boston.

In acknowledgement of the latter, he was 

appointed honorary member of the Copley 

Society of Boston.

He has compiled a biographical and 

descriptive catalogue of his collection, 

which has a place in the chief galleries of 

the United States and Europe.

Mr. McCormick is a member of the Chicago, 

Onwentsia, and Saddle and Cycle clubs, of 

Chicago; the New York Yacht Club, of New 

York; the Kebo Valley and Reading Room 

and Swimming Pool clubs, of Bar Harbor, 

Maine, where he has an attractive summer 

home.

He was one of the pioneer four-in-hand 

drivers of the west, having been one of the 

three who drove their coaches the opening 

day of the Washington Park club, in 1884.

He is also interested in yachting and 

automobiling.

Mr. McCormick is a trustee of the Art 

Institute of Chicago, and a director of the 

Chicago Relief and Aid Society.
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Chicago dock (1904).

Might be Rush Street bridge and site of former McCormick Works in background.

Library of Congress
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Lunchtime at the McCormick Works, Blue Island and Western, 1905, Chicago.

Calumet 412

A Pictorial Love Letter to the city and people of Chicago

tumblr_mh55coziGk1r79v1io1_1280
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In 1880, William Deering - who had done 

business in Maine and New York as a dry-

goods wholesaler and then established a 

rival harvester factory southwest of Chicago 

at Plano, Illinois - moved his harvester 

factory to Chicago.

In the late 1890s, the Deerings and 

McCormicks began to consider a merger.

The Deering plant on Fullerton (1700 west) 

employed 7,000 people.

The McCormick plant on Blue Island (2300 

west) employed 5,000  people.

The Plano Manufacturing plant (West 

Pullman) employed 1,400 people.

In 1902, the International Harvester 

company merged McCormick, Deering, 

Plano, and two smaller farm equipment 

makers.

The new company was capitalized at $120 

million and dominated the American 

market.

As its name suggests, it also had an 

important position in world markets.

In 1910, when IH grossed about $100 

million in annual sales, it had over 17,000 

workers in the Chicago area, making it the 

leading employer in the region. 

It had established Wisconsin Steel on the 

far south side and additional plants in 

Sweden, Russia and Germany.

Encyclopedia of Chicago

http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/2723.html
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Chicago Daily News (photographer). Deering Reaper Works.  Fullerton 1734W, Chicago, Illinois (1910).

Men standing in front of a fence in front of an street between two Deering Reaper Works buildings.

Chicago Daily News negatives collection

Chicago Historical Society, Clark Street at North Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-6071. 

Reproduction # DN-0008714 

Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n008714 

found at http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/I?cdn:42:./temp/~ammem_mS1F::displayType=1:m856sd=ichicdn:m856sf=n008714:@@@
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Chicago Daily News (photographer). Deering Reaper Works.  Fullerton 1734W, Chicago, Illinois (1910).

Exterior view of the Deering Reaper Works which was located at 1734 Fullerton Avenue in the Lincoln Park community area of Chicago, Illinois. 

The Deering Works was part of the International Harvester Co. 

A horse drawn cart is moving along the street running by the facility.

Chicago Daily News negatives collection

Chicago Historical Society, Clark Street at North Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-6071. 

Reproduction # DN-0008773

Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n008773 

found at http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/I?cdn:33:./temp/~ammem_mS1F::displayType=1:m856sd=ichicdn:m856sf=n008773:@@@
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Harvester Building.  Michigan at Harrison, Chicago, Illinois

In 1902, Cyrus McCormick’is company was merged with a few others in the business and became International Harvester.  

Today it's known as Navistar International Corporation. (http://www.domu.com/chicago/history-map/cyrus-hall-mccormick)

page 187

Notable Men of Chicago and Their City.  Chicago (IL): Chicago Daily Journal (1910).

Photographers: Walinger Studios, Matzene Studios, Moffett Studios

Engravers: Reincke Kreiicker Company; Barnes Crosby Company

Call # 1077450

Bookplate: University of California (Santa Barbara) Library

Contributed by: University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

http://www.archive.org/details/notablemenofchic00chic
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Historic American Engineering Record (creator). Photo 11. Regeneration.  Mural commemorating the rebuilding of Chicago after the Great Fire.  Michigan Avenue bridge. (after 1968).  

Survey # HAER IL-37.

Chicago River Bascule Bridge, Michigan Avenue, Spanning Chicago River at North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Cook County, IL 

Initial construction 1920.

Call # HAER ILL, 16-CHIG, 129-

Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record/Historic American Landscapes Survey 

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

Call # HAER ILL, 16-CHIG, 129-

Call # HAER ILL, 16-CHIG, 129--11

Reproduction # HAER ILL, 16-CHIG, 129--11

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/il0630.photos.037153p/

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0600/il0630/photos/037153pv.jpg
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(left side of panaromic photo) McCormick Plant, Chicago, Illinois.  Bird's eye view,  Chicago/ New York/ Washington: George R. Lawrence Company (copyright 1907 May 22). No known 

restrictions on publication.

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

Reproduction # LC-USZ62-41406 (b&w film copy neg.)

Call # LOT 5786 no. 5 (OSF) [P&P]

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2007663986/

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/pan/6a34000/6a34600/6a34676v.jpg

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/master/pnp/pan/6a34000/6a34600/6a34676u.tif
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(right side of panaromic photo) McCormick Plant, Chicago, Illinois.  Bird's eye view,  Chicago/ New York/ Washington: George R. Lawrence Company (copyright 1907 May 22). No known 

restrictions on publication.

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

Reproduction # LC-USZ62-41406 (b&w film copy neg.)

Call # LOT 5786 no. 5 (OSF) [P&P]

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2007663986/

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/pan/6a34000/6a34600/6a34676v.jpg

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/master/pnp/pan/6a34000/6a34600/6a34676u.tif
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Old Fort Dearborn with surroundings in 1856.  Chicago (IL): Rufus Blanchard (circa 1880). No known restrictions on publication.

Print shows a blockhouse at center with a lighthouse to the left, a large tree in the right foreground and a smaller building labeled "Lake House" behind it. There are smokestacks and 

masts on a side-wheeler labeled "The Traveler", possibly at dock, beyond the lighthouse, and a large building in the background.

"History of Fort Dearborn" written by Rufus Blanchard.

During the War of 1812 the United States government ordered the military to evacuate Fort Dearborn. On August 15, 1812, Captain Nathan Heald, who commanded the Fort, left with his 

troops for Fort Wayne. The entourage was ambushed by Native Americans and the Fort was burned to the ground. It was rebuilt in 1816.

Exchange; Chicago Historical Society; 1959 June.

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

Reproduction # LC-USZ62-35851 (b&w film copy neg.) LC-USZ62-57568 (b&w film copy neg.)

Call # PGA - Blanchard (R.)--Old Fort Dearborn (B size) [P&P]

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2012645255/

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/master/pnp/cph/3b00000/3b05000/3b05300/3b05387u.tif
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Chicago in 1820.  Chicago (IL): Chicago Lithographing Co. (H. Herke copyright 1867). No known restrictions on publication.

Print showing Native Americans engaged in fur trading on the banks of a river or lake at the settlement of Chicago.

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Reproduction # LC-DIG-pga-03605 (digital file from original print) LC-USZC2-1749 (color film copy slide) LC-USZ62-42434 (b&w film copy neg.)

Call # PGA - Chicago Lithographing Co.--Chicago in 1820 (C size) [P&P]

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2009633650/

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/pga/03600/03605v.jpg
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In 1865, at the end of the Civil 

War, soon after the completion of 

the new dome of the US Capitol 

Rotunda, Constantino Brumidi

painted the Apotheosis of 

Washington. 

The mural was his most ambitious 

work, taking 11 months and 

costing $40,000.

Brumidi (1805-1880) was born and 

trained in Rome.

Before 1852, when he emigrated 

to the United States, he painted in 

the Vatican and Roman palaces.

Brumidi was a master of creating 

the illusion of three-dimensional 

forms and figures on flat walls.

From 1855 until his death in 1880,  

Brumidi painted frescoes and 

murals throughout the US Capitol.

Architect  of the Capitol (author).  The Apotheosis of Washington.  in Explore Capitol Hill.

http://www.aoc.gov/capitol-hill/other-paintings-and-murals/apotheosis-washington

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/?page_id=13
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George Washington rises to the 

heavens in glory in the center of 

the fresco, flanked by female 

figures that represent Liberty and 

Victory (Fame).

Apotheosis means the raising of a 

person to the rank of a god, or the 

glorification of a person as an 

ideal.

In the 1800s, US leaders began to  

honor Washington as a national 

icon.

Six groups of figures around the 

Apotheosis represent War, 

Science, Marine, Commerce, 

Mechanics and Agriculture.

In the Agriculture group, the 

goddess Ceres sits on the 

McCormick Reaper.

Flora picks flowers and America 

wears a red liberty cap.

Architect  of the Capitol (author).  The Apotheosis of Washington.  in Explore Capitol Hill.

http://www.aoc.gov/capitol-hill/other-paintings-and-murals/apotheosis-washington

http://ajmuseum.tusculum.edu/?page_id=13
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Brumidi, Constantino (painter) (1805-1880).  Agriculture.  The Apotheosis of Washington, U.S. Capitol Rotunda Dome (1865).

posted by Photo Phiend

http://farm6.staticflickr.com/5523/11201616245_8645c60d61_h.jpg

Architect of the Capitol - Explore Capitol Hill.

http://www.aoc.gov/capitol-hill/other-paintings-and-murals/apotheosis-washington

Also:

McCormick Reaper in the U.S. Capitol Building

1865b.jpg

http://www.navistar.com/navistar/whoweare/heritage#1901
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Brumidi, Constantino (painter) (1805-1880).  George Washington.  The Apotheosis of Washington, U.S. Capitol Rotunda Dome (1865).

posted on Flickr by Architect of the Capitol

http://farm8.staticflickr.com/7176/6881712763_7d62da64aa_b.jpg

Architect of the Capitol - Explore Capitol Hill.

http://www.aoc.gov/capitol-hill/other-paintings-and-murals/apotheosis-washington


