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INTRODUCTION

The property tax is my concern in all 

this.

If police are honest and the only 

money they want and get is 

paychecks cut by the city treasurer 

payable out of an account to which 

the county treasurer deposits 

property tax revenues …

And the only capital capable of 

paying the tax is that which laborers 

produce …

Then the relationship between police 

and laborers is simple and direct.

Police officers at McCormick, 

Haymarket and other battle sites 

were dogs that bit the hand that fed 

them …

Though some idealists and other 

advocates of fair play prefer to call 

the officers parasites.

The lowest common denominator of 

the relationship equates policemen to 

bratty little kids who can’t do 

anything useful ...

And identifies laborers as surrogate 

parents who bring home the bacon 

and put a roof over the heads of the 

ungrateful brats.
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If police officers are dishonest …

And your life experiences confirm the 

much-repeated assertion that the 

majority of them are dishonest …

The relationship between police and 

laborers is a tiny increment more 

complex but still essentially simple 

and direct.

Owners, managers, stockbrokers, 

everyone in the bond market and all 

other persons who bribe police 

officers to gangbang laborers who 

dares to get assertive …

Would have no capital with which to 

bribe the officers in excess of what 

they want to feather their own high 

end nests …

Unless laborers spent way too many 

hours pounding out way too many 

tractor wheels and other useful items 

in shops where almost no sun gets 

through the skylights because coal 

dust rained down in clouds on the 

glass.
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I don’t think police have ever gotten 

hefty payoffs from the wealthiest 

level of American society.

Wealthy people have too many 

municipal bonds in their portfolios 

and trust funds to not know that 

police share their personal financial 

interest in the exaction of property 

tax payments from laborers.

Wealthy people bribe police officer 

types with tickets to a ball game and 

preferential parking passes, and the 

occasional invite to a banquet.

Many police officers know where 

their regular paychecks come from.

If you want them to beat up workers, 

you don’t have to bribe them.

They’ll do it for free, for their own 

sake and for several different reasons 

founded in their psychopathology.
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The era of violent police attacks on 

striking laborers didn’t last long.

it petered out after World War I, 

though it lingered in the coal fields of 

Appalachia a while longer.

Even in the 1800s, police vented 

most of their ire on well educated 

people.

The intellectuals were white and of 

the same national origin as the 

officers.

The cops have gone easy on 

Hispanics no matter how much dust 

Hispanic laborers kick up and where.

Protesters don’t enrage cops.

Cops get overtime for working 

protests, same as many other public 

events.

Intelligence enrages cops.

It might not have been as obvious in 

the 1880s, but it’s very obvious now.

If you think cops wrote any of the 

books on their behalf and excerpted 

on previous slides, think again.

Hack writing and the vanity press 

became lucrative endeavors at the 

same time cities built up steam.
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Chicago had not yet built up its 

secondary education system in the 

1880s; therefore the majority of 

people didn’t know as much about 

the gene and labor pool that supplies 

them with officers.

The stereotypical punks that sit at 

the back of the room and harass 

teachers didn’t exist before 

Haymarket or for a long time after.

Professional sports were not yet a 

career path that boys would dream of 

following.

Boys rarely get past little league, or 

anywhere close to the majors, and 

then they’re bitter wannabees the 

rest of their lives.

Thus the stupid jocks who sit at the 

back of classrooms and sneer at 

everyone else weren’t available for 

geeks to study and prom queens to 

dissect.
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Child labor was still common. 

Child labor depleted the ranks of 

younger terrorists - the playground 

bullies we’ve suffered since the big 

unions lobbied to raise the minimum 

age to 16 and reduce competition for 

jobs.

Haymarket wouldn’t have happened 

if idealists had more experience with 

bullies, jocks and punks.

Idealists would have known where 

cops are coming from and handled 

them better.

If the Cubs or White Sox had been 

playing, McCormick, Pullman - and 

every other robber baron who moved 

out of town because the situation in 

Chicago made him uncomfortable …

Could have bought a pack of tickets 

and distributed them at the 

Desplaines Station.

Even the cops’ provocateurs would 

rather yell at the umpire than throw a 

bomb at a rally, especially if they got 

an allowance for refreshments.

Materials are presented for educational purposes only.

Author isn’t an attorney and doesn’t intend the materials to replace the services of licensed attorneys.

Laurel Lee

Time For Democracy

Box 471127

Chicago, IL  60647-1127.

Background:

Details of upper story windows of apartment building.  18th Street (700 block) at Halsted (800W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois  (2007 December 13)



slide 8 of 239

Blue Island at Western (2400W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).

The CTA Blue Island bus wanders between Cicero Avenue (4800W) 2400S and Millennium Park in downtown Chicago. 

Though the route was established to get workers to and from where they work, it also serves as a tour bus for Chicago labor history.

The Cicero Avenue terminal is near the Cermak Road site of the former Western Electric Hawthorne Works.  The Hawthorne Works are often mentioned in the same sentence as the 

McCormick Reaper Works, the former site of which the Blue Island bus passes even closer.  The bus wanders through the University of Illinois campus on Harrison between Morgan and 

Halsted.  It drops people off at Van Buren and Desplaines, a short walk from the Haymarket memorial and site.
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Railroad embankment.  Site of former McCormick Reaper Works.  Blue Island at Western (2400W) (southeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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Illinois Central School Bus campus on former site of McCormick Reaper Works.  Blue Island at Claremont (2300W).  Chicago, Illinois.  (2014 March 31).
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Illinois Central School Bus campus on former site of McCormick Reaper Works.  looking northeast at Blue Island at Oakley (2300W).  Chicago, Illinois.  (2014 March 31).
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Illinois Central School Bus campus on former site of McCormick Reaper Works.  looking southwest at Blue Island at Leavitt (2200W).  Chicago, Illinois.  (2014 March 31).
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Instituto Del Progreso Latino (west façade).  Blue Island at Claremont (2730W).  Chicago, Illinois (2008 May 24).
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Instituto Del Progreso Latino (west façade).  Blue Island at Claremont (2730W).  Chicago, Illinois (2008 May 24).
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Blue Island at Leavitt (2200W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois.  (2014 March 31).

The displaced tenant of the vacant corner storefront was El Chamisal, a cantina.  El Chamisal featured nortena music and dancing. Chicago cantinas offended members of certain other 

Chicago subcultures such as gay men and real estate developers. As a consequence, the Chicago Police Department sent detectives from a unit that specializes in cocaine busts into the 

various cantinas to catch cowboys involved  in cocaine transactions in the bathrooms as an excuse to shut down the businesses and disperse their customers.  

El Chamisal cantina in Chicago was named for a neighborhood in Ciudad Juarez in Mexico, opposite El Paso, Texas on the Rio Grande River.   The boundary between El Paso and 

Ciudad Juarez (the United States and Mexico) had been established by treaty at an imaginary line running along the middle of the Rio Grande River.  Then the river changed its course.  

El Chamisal found itself on the other side of the river, by El Paso.  Mexico complained; and the border was eventually relocated so El Chamisal could get back to Mexico. Keep this in 

mind if a Mexican neighbor gets into a boundary brouhaha with you.

The Azteca Tax business in the storefront to the right (east) of El Chamisal says almost everything everyone needs to know about why tens of millions of indigent and working class 

Mexicans and migrants from other former Spanish-American colonies live in the United States.  

US officials are better at getting blood out of stone (collecting taxes) than Mexican officials.  

The corruption of Spanish-American government officials alienates potential taxpayers, makes them cynical, and motivates them to figure out more tax dodges than deeply rooted US 

citizens have been able to come up with.  Even if the wealthy one percent of Mexico wanted to invest their wealth in Mexican government debt, their financial advisers would caution 

against it for several reasons.  At the top of the list of reasons would be that tax revenues wouldn’t be sufficient to pay quarterly interest, let alone pay back the principal and retire the 

debt.

Some policies and facts don’t make their way into the public record in plain sight and in plain English.  You have to read between the lines and connect widely scattered dots to figure out 

that the Mexican one percent decided it was in their best interest to invest in the debts of the US government rather than their own government.  The more US debt, the more investment 

potential.  So it made a certain kind of sense to ship as much as possible of their huge social problem north and put the burden on US taxpayers who are more likely to fill out tax forms 

and tell the truth on them.
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Enrique Produce Inc.  Blue Island 2444S.  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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South Water Market.  Hoyne 2525S.  Southwest corner at Blue Island.  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).

(next 8 slides): Looking for the McCormick factory addresses was like looking for needles in a haystack.  As with other searches,  I found gold and diamonds before I found needles; and 

the presentations are richer for it.

The original McCormick factory was on a strip of land between Water (North Water) Street and the Chicago River.  It was adjacent to the Rush Street bridge, which was an extension of 

Michigan Avenue in the 1800s.  

An 1870 street guide listed three Water Streets: Water, North Water, West Water.  No South Water.   Maps for 1870, 1871, and 1872 identify the first street south of the Chicago River as 

South Water or plain Water. 

The various panoramic maps before and after the Great Fire of 1871 show warehouses along South Water.  Thus, the 1902 Daily News photo of South Water Street market in the Loop 

could be on South Water Street east of the South Branch of the Chicago River. 

However, the 1902 South Water Street market looks like the Randolph Street market west of the South Branch of the Chicago River in the 1970s, at which time the Randolph Street 

Market was no longer spoken of as Haymarket.  By the 1970s, some people referred to the Randolph Street Market as Water Street; but other people referred to the area around a large 

warehouse on Blue Island as South Water Market.  It was south of Roosevelt Road and west of the Maxwell Street flea market.  You could buy your fleas on ‘Maxwell’ and your cabbage 

on ‘South Water’. 

The South Water Market disappeared; then Maxwell Street gentrified; then the Produce Terminal was converted to lofts.

Now the South Water Market has reappeared in a cluster of grocery warehouses a mile south on Blue Island, where smokestack industries spent some time.
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Mr. Robinson Assesses the Damage.  Hand-Annotated on Rufus Blanchard Map of Chicago and Environs (1870).

(ichi-64071)

http://www.greatchicagofire.org/item/ichi-64071
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Mr. Robinson Assesses the Damage.  Hand-Annotated on Rufus Blanchard Map of Chicago and Environs (1870).

(ichi-64071)

http://www.greatchicagofire.org/item/ichi-64071
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Chicago (1871).  Map showing the burnt district in Chicago: published for the benefit of the Relief Fund.  Saint Louis (MO): R.P. Studley Co.

zoomable raster image available online.

Library of Congress Geography and Map Division Washington, D.C. 20540-4650 USA

Call # G4104.C5 187- .R3 

Digital ID g4104c ct003153

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4104c.ct003153 

Catalog # 2010592712

http://lccn.loc.gov/2010592712

jp2CAD5HRLT

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g4104c.ct003153/

Also:

Map Showing the Burnt District in Chicago, 3rd Edition; R. P. Studley Company, 1871 (ichi-02870)

http://www.greatchicagofire.org/item/ichi-02870
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Map of the Rebuilt Downtown; from New Chicago (1872)

(ichi-64137)

http://www.greatchicagofire.org/item/ichi-64137
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Chicago Daily News (photographer).  Peaches, South Water street market.  Chicago (IL): Chicago Daily News (circa 1902).

Several men are grouped on a wooden sidewalk between carts filled with baskets of peaches and stacks of similar baskets under an awning in the South Water street market  located in 

the Loop community area of Chicago, Illinois. 

Some of the men appear to be loading or unloading one of the wagons. 

Chicago Daily News negatives collection

Chicago History Museum. 1601 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614.

Reference # DN-0000135 

Reference copy http://chsmedia.org/media/dn/00/0001/DN-0000135.jpg  

Thumbnail copy http://chsmedia.org/media/dn/00/0001/DN-0000135.gif  

Positive digital copies of this image available on the World Wide Web. 

Label text written on the original negative may appear backward in the digital images, but the digital images are correctly displayed. 

The online images are supplied for reference purposes only. All other uses are restricted.
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Loft conversion.  Produce Terminal.  Blue Island 1360S.  Chicago, Illinois (2005 March 6)
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Railroad underpass.  Blue Island 1360S.  Chicago, Illinois (2008 September 17).
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Loft conversion.  Produce Terminal.  Blue Island 1360S.  Chicago, Illinois (2005 March 6).
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Blue Island Wholesale Produce Inc.  Blue Island 2320S.  Chicago, Illinois (2008 May 24).
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Harron, Maurice (sculptor).  Statue of Grainne.  Adams (200S) at Desplaines (700W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).

A gift from the city of Galway, Ireland, to sister city of Chicago (2007 August).

Located in pocket park across from Old St. Patrick’s Church.

Garden irrigation system donated by the Plumbing Council of Chicagoland.
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Harron, Maurice (sculptor).  Statue of Grainne.  Adams (200S) at Desplaines (700W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).

A gift from the city of Galway, Ireland, to sister city of Chicago (2007 August).

Located in pocket park across from Old St. Patrick’s Church.

Garden irrigation system donated by the Plumbing Council of Chicagoland.
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Bat sculpture.  Madison (0 N&S) east of Desplaines (700W).  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31)
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Haymarket Memorial.  Desplaines (700W) between Randolph and Lake (100N - 200N). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).



slide 31 of 239

Haymarket Memorial. Desplaines (700W) between Randolph and Lake (100N - 200N). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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Haymarket Memorial. Desplaines (700W) between Randolph and Lake (100N - 200N). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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Haymarket Memorial. Desplaines (700W) between Randolph and Lake (100N - 200N). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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Haymarket Plaque 1.  Haymarket Memorial. Desplaines (700W) between Randolph and Lake (100N - 200N). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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Haymarket Plaque 2.  Haymarket Memorial. Desplaines (700W) between Randolph and Lake (100N - 200N). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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Haymarket Plaque 3.  Haymarket Memorial. Desplaines (700W) between Randolph and Lake (100N - 200N). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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Haymarket Plaque 4.  Haymarket Memorial. Desplaines (700W) between Randolph and Lake (100N - 200N). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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Haymarket Memorial. Desplaines (700W) between Randolph and Lake (100N - 200N). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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View northwest from Haymarket Memorial. Desplaines between Randolph and Lake (100N - 200N). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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Haymarket Lofts.  Green Street 120N (900W), Chicago, Illinois.  (2005 March 4)
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Haymarket Lofts.  Green Street 120N (900W), Chicago, Illinois.  (2005 March 4)
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Loft conversion.  Sangamon 212N (900W).
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Loft conversion.  Morgan (1000W) at Lake (200N).  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31). 
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Fulton (300N) at Desplaines (630W). Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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CYRUS McCORMICK & PATENTS

Cyrus McCormick’s problems with 

the US Patent Office make him a 

sympathetic character.

He wanted a fair wage for his work as 

an inventor, same as his employees 

wanted for their work as producers.

He thought he could get his wages as 

an inventor because the US 

Constitution guarantees him the 

wages - in English as plain as US 

founders were capable of writing -

and as a kind of contract or 

agreement between the nation and 

its inventors.

(The Congress shall have Power) to 

promote the Progress of Science and 

useful Arts, by securing for limited 

Times to Authors and Inventors the 

exclusive Right to their respective 

Writings and Discoveries;

(Article I – Section 8 - Clause 8)

Right away you can see the trap door 

in the provision.

Section 8 doesn’t guarantee that the 

Congress will actually pass an airtight 

patent and copyright law.  It just says 

that if Congress wants to enact a law, 

it can; and it includes enough 

adjectives for lawyers to quibble over 

to make such a law less than airtight.
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Section 8 tends to defy human 

nature, that of the inventor and that 

of the public that will get the benefit 

of his invention.

Authors illustrate the problem.  

Authors are garrulous by nature.  

They’ll write for free, just for the 

pleasure of running off at the mouth, 

the pen and the keyboard.   

Writers do want credit for their work 

even if they’ll do it without pay.

It’s wrong to put your name on 

another person’s work; but copying 

is innate to humans and many 

animals.

Whether you opt for any one of the 

various creation myths or prefer the 

Theory of Evolution, you should know 

by now that you and your fellow 

humans are almost all monkey-see-

monkey-do.

For example, when a caveman or 

woman made the first wheel, it was 

natural for him/ her to show it off -

and it was equally natural for other 

cavepersons to want their own 

wheels.  

You can rest assured that they copied 

what they saw as best they could, 

with whatever they had stashed in 

the basement, garage, or equivalent.
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Although an inventor’s genius is 

obviously his private property 

because it’s located inside his skull 

and off limits to others, the work of 

his genius is usually in plain sight.

It becomes an image on the brain of 

others, and then it’s their property 

because it’s inside their skulls.

If inventors and practical artists don’t 

want people to copy, they shouldn’t 

show off.

The human race had more to gain by 

the lack of a patent and copyright law 

when the wheel was first invented, 

than by any prehistoric version of an 

intellectual property statute.

The truth of the foregoing sentence is 

so patently obvious, you have to 

wonder how Article 1, Section 8, 

Clause 8 got in the US Constitution in 

the first place.

Above all, the Preamble says (in an 

online paraphrase) -

‘The Constitution was written so that 

people in the U.S. can live safely, 

freely, and well.’

Materials are presented for educational purposes only.

Author isn’t an attorney and doesn’t intend the materials to replace the services of licensed attorneys.

Laurel Lee

Time For Democracy

Box 471127

Chicago, IL  60647-1127.

Background:

Details of upper story windows of apartment building.  18th Street (700 block) at Halsted (800W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois  (2007 December 13)



slide 48 of 239

The 1776 US Constitution (Articles of 

Association) didn’t allow for 

government-issue patents and 

copyrights.

The 1781 US Constitution (Articles of 

Confederation) also omitted the 

power.

Delegates from Massachusetts 

proposed an intellectual property 

law to the Continental Congress 

around the same time the  

Constitutional Convention convened 

to work on the 1787 Constitution.

The Continental Congress decided to 

put off patent law until later.

It’s important to an understanding of 

patent and copyright law to know 

what the US was like in the 1770s and 

1780s.

The European and African immigrant 

population was concentrated along 

the eastern seaboard, and made the 

United States look like Vietnam.

Massachusetts was a province of Old 

England in a New England that 

resembled North Vietnam 

economically.

The mid-Atlantic and Southern states 

resembled South Vietnam.
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New England was too rocky for 

people to get rich in a large-scale 

agricultural and plantation economy.

Ambitious New Englanders had only 

four choices to get rich and climb the 

social ladder:

1.  buy ships and haul various items 

around the world;

2.  get in on the ground floor of the 

industrial revolution;

3.  establish Chicago, move west, 

start a wholesale/ retail business and 

speculate in real estate;

4. figure out how to exploit the 

southern states

England was more like the northern 

states than the southern states.

England had established colonies in 

the Americas for the specific purpose 

of getting raw materials cheap and 

creating a captive market for the 

products of its factories.

New England parvenus had to 

compete with established old English 

merchants and lords for the same 

environmental niche.

Old England wanted to protect its 

interests with patent and copyright 

law in America.  Massachusetts acted 

as its agent in the Congress.
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The other delegates to the 

Continental Congress told the 

Massachusetts delegation that there 

was no point in working out the 

details of something as complex as 

an intellectual property law in the 

lame-duck Continental Congress.

They could put a clause in the new 

Constitution and take it from there 

later.

When the new government formed 

under the 1787 US Constitution, 

Alexander Hamilton became the first 

Treasurer.

In his capacity as Treasurer he 

reported to the new Congress 

annually and more frequently as 

needed.
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Thomas Jefferson was Secretary of 

State when Alexander Hamilton was 

Secretary of the Treasury.

In the following excerpts from the 

historical record of the US Congress,  

Jefferson's report of 1791 November 

21 sums up the problems of patents 

and copyrights.

Copyrights were intended for 

technical literature, including maps 

and diagrams.

Patents were intended for devices 

and processes.

Useful is the key word in Section 1 

Provision 8 Clause 8.

The only reason to include the 

adjective useful in the clause is to 

exclude frivolous, decorative, 

entertaining and other non-utilitarian 

items from copyright and patent 

protection.

There’s also a sliding scale of useful 

that eliminates the most useful items 

from copyright and patent protection 

because the overriding concern is the 

welfare of the mass of people who 

might be denied the benefits of an 

item because of patent and copyright 

issues.
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Jefferson’s remarks about Isaack's

petition for a patent on a process to 

distill fresh water from salt water on 

boats at sea hold true for many 

inventions, including the McCormick 

reaper.

Although you could get the idea from 

standard elementary and high school 

textbooks that inventors are solitary 

geniuses who discover and invent 

things because that’s what geniuses 

do, the truth about inventors is quite 

different.

A lot of people work separately and 

collegially on inventions to solve 

specific problems.  Though most 

inventors fail, their failures are 

instrumental to the eventual success.

No one inventor can fairly claim sole 

credit for an invention.

And, in an odd twist on the 

constitutional provision that 

combines patent and copyright law, 

inventive and analytical scientists 

share their knowledge most freely 

and mail out their papers for free, or 

for the price of a stamp.

Materials are presented for educational purposes only.

Author isn’t an attorney and doesn’t intend the materials to replace the services of licensed attorneys.

Laurel Lee

Time For Democracy

Box 471127

Chicago, IL  60647-1127.

Background:

Details of upper story windows of apartment building.  18th Street (700 block) at Halsted (800W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois  (2007 December 13)



slide 53 of 239

Though inventors eventually invent a 

viable solution to a problem, they 

rarely invent the problem.

Rather, they learn of contests 

sponsored by capitalists who want to 

exploit a new found item, such as 

natural gas.  

The contest reward is the patent.

It goes to the inventor who gets to 

the finish line first, though he didn’t 

get to it on his own two feet or his 

own genius.

Capitalists want to convert all paper 

to currency.  therefore, they prefer to 

see a corporation get a patent 

because they can buy stock in the 

corporation and profit from an 

invention without being either 

technically inventive or productive 

themselves.

Patents made mass production 

profitable for capitalists and nobody 

else.

The industrial revolution has 

devastated the earth, and blind-sided 

democratic revolutions.
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Patent law provokes clever copyists 

to the detriment of the general 

welfare.

McCormick is to be commended 

because he manufactured 

interchangeable parts for his 

machines.

But, as a general rule, patents 

deprive consumers of the benefits of 

interchangeable parts as 

manufacturers produce deviant but 

similar devices and parts to save the 

cost of patent reproduction fees and 

penalties.

The cost of maintaining machines 

goes up and so does the incidence of 

planned obsolescence.

The reaper would have been invented 

with or without McCormick.

The human race would not suffer if 

there was a slight delay for lack of a 

potential patent to reward inventors 

who keep their eye on the prize.

One way to find out if inventors 

would invent without hope of the 

rewards of a patent is to set patent 

law aside for a while.
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Because patents and copyrights are 

creatures of the industrial revolution 

and not of democratic and social 

revolutions, they are extremely 

tainted.

The high cost of industrial strife and 

the problems of factory towns have 

reduced, eliminated and probably 

sent all the benefits of mass 

production into negative numbers 

overall.

The bottom line of human 

exploitation is red.

In the absence of reaper patents, 

independent local entrepreneurs 

could manufacture the same or 

better machine for local users.

The robber barons almost certainly 

eliminated the possibility to protect 

their railroad companies and the 

many profitable land grants Congress 

gave them on the excuse of a need 

for long distance public freight 

transportation.

The iron rails came by boat from 

England and entered the US duty 

free.
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Several excerpts from the historical 

record of the US Congress show that 

the more useful an invention or 

printed material is, the more 

obligated the US government is to 

reward the author/ inventor with 

cash or a land grant for his work.

Then the item becomes government 

property, enters the public domain, 

and the public can use it at will 

except for any nominal fee the 

government might require to cover 

its costs in lieu of hitting on 

disinterested persons for taxes to 

cover the costs.

While the US Congress developed 

patent law, a variety of educational 

institutions petitioned Congress for 

land grants to provide income as well 

as space for their buildings.

Congress made a lot of land grants to 

seminaries, colleges and universities.  

Then it told a petitioning institution 

that the only help it would give the 

school was patents for the inventions 

of its teachers.  If they weren’t 

inventive, the public got no benefit 

and had no reason to support it.   

There’s still no proof that schools 

really do promote morality like the 

founders said.
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Entry for 1783 March 10.

That a committee be appointed to 

consider the most proper means of 

cherishing genius and useful arts 

through the United States by 

securing to the authors or publishers 

of new books their property in such 

works. 

[Note: This motion, in the writing of 

Hugh WilIiamson, is in the Papers of 

the Continental Congress, No. 36, II, 

folio 113. The indorsement indicates 

that it was offered this day and 

referred to (Williamson, Izard, 

Madison).  See post May 2.]

Entry for 1783 May 2.

The committee (Williamson, Izard, 

Madison) to whom were referred 

sundry papers and memorials from 

different persons on the subject of 

literary property, being persuaded 

that nothing is more properly a man's 

own than the fruit of his study, and 

that the protection and security of 

literary property would greatly tend 

to encourage genius, to promote 

useful discoveries and to the general 

extension of arts and commerce, beg 

leave to submit the following report -

Fitzpatrick, J.C. (editor) (1922).  Journals of the Continental Congress, Volume 24.  Washington: Library of Congress
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Entry for 1783 May 2 (continued).

Resolved, That it be recommended 

to the several states to secure to the 

authors or publishers of any new 

books not hitherto printed, being 

citizens of the US, and to their heirs 

or assigns executors, administrators 

and assigns, the copyright of such 

books for a certain time, not less 

than (14) years from the first 

publication; and to secure to the said 

authors, if they shall survive the term 

first mentioned, the copyright of 

such books for another term of time 

not less than (14) years -

Entry for 1783 May 2 (continued).

- such copy or exclusive right of 

printing, publishing and vending the 

same, to be secure to the original 

authors, or publishers, their 

executors, administrators and 

assigns, by such laws and under 

restrictions as to the several states 

may seem proper.  

[Note - Joel Barlow's letter of January 

10 on the subject is in (the Papers of 

the Continental Congress) No. 78, IV, 

folio 369.)

Fitzpatrick, J.C. (editor) (1922).  Journals of the Continental Congress, Volume 24.  Washington: Library of Congress.
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Entry for 1785 May 25.

(Report of) The Committee (Ellery, 

Grayson, Monroe) to whom was 

referred a letter from the Secretary 

at War upon the proposition of Mr. 

Sayre respecting the previous 

stipulations he required for the 

discovery of his plan of a new 

constructed Ship &c.  -

- If it shall appear upon the 

communication of Mr Sayre of the 

said discovery, and an explanation of 

its principles to the Secretary at War, 

and to such other persons as 

Congress shall appoint to investigate 

the same; it is of that consequence 

which he suggests, Congress will give 

him a reward adequate to its 

importance and utility. 

[Note: This report, in the writing of 

William Ellery, is in the Papers of the 

Continental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 

287. The indorsement, states that it 

was read on this day. Committee 

Book, No. 191, states that it was 

filed.]

Fitzpatrick, J.C. (editor) (1933).  Journals of the Continental Congress, Volume 28.  Washington: Library of Congress.
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Entry for 1786 April 7.

[Note: Also, according to

indorsement was read a petition 

from John Fitch, dated Trenton 

praying the "exclusive Privilidge of 

constructing Boards impelled by the 

Force of Steam, and the advantages 

arising from that discovery on all the 

Waters now belonging to the US, 

particularly on the Ohio and 

Mississippi Rivers, for such length of 

time as your Honours may think 

proper." 

[it was "Ordered to be filed.“]

Entry for 1788 February 5.

Report of Secretary of Congress On 

the letter From John Fitch praying 

Congress to grant him a premium for 

his invention of a steam boat or 

applying steam to work a boat against 

wind and tide without sailes or men 

to labour.

The secretary reports that the letter 

be referred to a committee.

[Sidebar: Negatived .. agreed to 

February 13.]

(left) Fitzpatrick, J.C. (editor) (1934).  Journals of the Continental Congress, Volume 30.  Washington: Library of Congress.

(right) Hill, Roscoe R. and Putnam, Herbert (1936).  Journals of the Continental Congress, Volume 34.  Washington: Library of Congress.
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Entry for 1788 March 5.

The Committee (Clark, Tucker, 

Armstrong) (on) the memorial of 

John Fitch (who) had at considerable

expence determined the 

Practicability of applying Steam to 

the purposes of impelling boats 

against the Currents or tides of large 

fresh water or other rivers in such 

manner as exceedingly to lessen the

expence, and encrese the facility of 

Navigating the same;

And praying that Congress would 

make him an Allowance in land; as 

well in consideration of the discovery 

itself, as to enable him to bring to 

effect a project which promises much 

ultimate advantage to the US -

They are of Opinion that the prayer of 

his memorial should be granted, and 

Accordingly offer the following 

resolution -

Hill, Roscoe R. and Putnam, Herbert (1936).  Journals of the Continental Congress, Volume 34.  Washington: Library of Congress.
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Entry for 1788 March 5 (continued).

Resolved, That the board of Treasury 

are Authorized and directed to 

execute a grant unto John Fitch or his 

Assigns for -- Acres of Land to be laid 

out in any part of the

Unappropriated Lands North West of 

the River Ohio, which the said John 

Fitch may make choice of, Provided 

that (restrictions on dimensions of 

tract) -

And also that when ever Fitch shall

compleat a boat which shall be 

moved at the rate of -- Miles per hour 

- said Commissioners are directed to 

make an Additional Grant of -- Acres.

Hill, Roscoe R. and Putnam, Herbert (1936).  Journals of the Continental Congress, Volume 34.  Washington: Library of Congress.
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Entry for 1788 May 5.

Report of Secretary of Congress on 

various letters and Petitions -

On the letter from Mr. Colignon

(1787-06-10) containing his 

proposals for publishing a plan to 

extirpate all public misery -

That the letter with the pamphlet 

accompanying it be returned to the 

Office of Foreign Affairs.

[Sidebar:  Agreed]

Hill, Roscoe R. and Putnam, Herbert (1936).  Journals of the Continental Congress, Volume 34.  Washington: Library of Congress.
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Entry for 1789 April 20.

Mr. Tucker reported, from the 

committee to whom was referred 

the petitions of John Churchman and 

David Ramsey, that the committee, 

had agreed to a report which was 

twice read, and debated by clauses.

Mr. Churchman has made many 

calculations which tend to establish  

two magnetic points which give 

direction to the needle; and he has 

endeavored to ascertain from a given 

latitude the longitude of the place.

That the object to which (his) labors 

are directed, is confessedly of very 

high importance, and his ideas 

ingenious.

He has contrived a map and a globe.  

He is also engaged in constructing 

tables.

The committee are of opinion that 

such efforts deserve encouragement, 

and that a law should pass to secure 

to Mr. Churchman the exclusive 

pecuniary emolument to be derived 

from the public of these several 

inventions.

[agreed to by the House.]

Journal of the House of Representatives, First session of the first Congress begun at New York (1789-03-04).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).
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Entry for 1789 April 20.

On the subject of Doctor David 

Ramsey, your committee report -

That a law should pass to secure to 

him the exclusive right of publishing 

and vending the two works 

mentioned in the petition.

Read, and agreed to by the House.

Ordered, That a bill or bills be 

brought in, making a general 

provision for securing to authors and 

inventors the exclusive right of their 

respective writings and discoveries ..

Entry for 1789 August 23.

Mr. Huntington, from the committee 

appointed, presented a bill to 

promote the progress of science and 

useful arts, by securing to authors 

and inventors the exclusive right to 

their respective writings and 

discoveries.

Read the first time.

Journal of the House of Representatives, First session of the first Congress begun at New York (1789-03-04).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).
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Entry for 1790 January 25.

On motion, Ordered, That a 

committee be appointed to prepare 

and bring in a bill or bills making a 

general provision for securing to 

authors and inventors the exclusive 

right to their respective writings and 

discoveries;

And that (Burke, Huntington,

Cadwalader) do prepare and bring in 

the same.

Entry for 1790 January 28.

Mr. Burke, from the committee 

appointed, presented a bill for 

securing the copy right of Books to 

Authors and Proprietors; which was 

received, and read the first time.

On motion, Ordered, That it be an 

instruction to the committee 

appointed to prepare and bring in a 

bill or bills for securing to Authors 

and Inventors and exclusive right to 

their respective writing and 

discoveries, that they do insert a 

clause or clauses for giving effectual 

encouragement to the introduction 

of useful arts from foreign countries.

Journal of the House of Representatives, Second session of the first Congress begun at New York (1790-01-04).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).
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Entry for 1790 January 28.

The House proceeded to consider the 

report of the committee to whom 

was referred the petition of John 

Churchman -

Whereupon, A motion being made 

and seconded, "That the petition of 

the said John Churchman be 

complied with, so far as to enable 

him to make a voyage to Baffin's Bay, 

for ascertaining his discoveries 

relating to the magnetic circles;"

It passed in the negative.

Entry for 1790 January 28.

Ordered, That a bill or bills be 

brought in, to increase the penalties 

provided by the act for the 

encouragement of learning, &c. so far 

as the said penalties apply to maps 

and charts, and to books of 

calculation; and that (Huntington, 

Madison, Heister) do prepare and 

bring in the same.

Journal of the House of Representatives, Second session of the first Congress begun at New York (1790-01-04).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).
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Entry for 1790 January 29.

A bill for securing the copy-right of 

books to Authors and Proprietors, 

was read the second time, and 

ordered to be committed to a 

Committee of the Whole House on 

Monday next.

Entry for 1790 January 29.

A petition of Aaron Putnam, of 

Medford Massachusetts, was 

presented to the House and read, 

praying that an exclusive privilege 

may be granted him in the use of an 

improved method of distilling, which 

he has discovered, whereby the spirit 

is rendered much more pure, and 

with the same expense and time, 

twice the quantity produced as in the 

common method.

Journal of the House of Representatives, Second session of the first Congress begun at New York (1790-01-04).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).
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Entry for 1790 January 29.

Also, a petition of Francis Bailey, of 

the city of Philadelphia, printer, 

praying that an exclusive privilege 

may be granted him, in the use of an 

invention which he has discovered, 

of forming types for printing devices 

to surround or make parts of printed 

papers for any purpose, which 

cannot be counterfeited.

Ordered, That the said petitions be 

referred to the committee for 

securing to Authors and Inventors 

the exclusive right to their respective 

writings and discoveries -

Entry for 1790 February 2.

An engrossed bill for securing the 

copy-right of books to authors and 

proprietors, was read the third time, 

and, on a motion made, ordered to 

be recommitted to (Boudinot, 

Sherman, Silvester).

Journal of the House of Representatives, Second session of the first Congress begun at New York (1790-01-04).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).
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Entry for 1790 February 8.

A petition of Nathan Read, of Salem 

Massachusetts praying the aid of 

Congress, and an exclusive privilege 

for constructing sundry machines 

and engines, which he has invented 

for improving the art of distillation, 

for facilitating the operation of mills 

and other water-works, and for 

promoting the purposes of 

navigation and land carriage.

Also, a petition of John Stevens, 

junior, praying that an exclusive 

privilege may be granted him, for an 

improvement of the steam engine, 

which he has invented, by a new 

mode of generating steam.

Ordered, That the said petitions be 

referred to (Burke, Huntington,

Cadwalader); that they do examine 

the matter thereof, and report the 

same, with their opinion thereupon 

to the House.

Journal of the House of Representatives, Second session of the first Congress begun at New York (1790-01-04).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).
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Entry for 1790 February 16.

Mr. Burke, from the committee 

appointed, presented, according to 

order, a bill to Promote the Progress 

of Useful Arts, which was received, 

and read the first time.

Entry for 1790 February 17.

A bill to Promote the Progress of 

Useful Arts was read the second time, 

and ordered to be committed to a 

committee of the Whole House on 

Wednesday next.

Journal of the House of Representatives, Second session of the first Congress begun at New York (1790-01-04).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).
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Entry for 1790 February 24.

The order of the day for the House to 

resolve itself into a Committee of the 

Whole House on the bill to Promote 

the Progress of Useful Arts, was read, 

and postponed until to-morrow.

Entry for 1790 February 25.

Mr. Boudinot, from the committee to 

whom the bill for securing the copy-

right of Books to Authors and 

Proprietors, was re-committed, 

presented an amendatory bill, for the 

Encouragement of Learning, be 

securing the copies of maps, charts, 

books, and other writings, to the 

Authors and Proprietors of such 

copies, during the times therein 

mentioned; which was received, and 

read the first time.

Journal of the House of Representatives, Second session of the first Congress begun at New York (1790-01-04).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).
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Public Act VII (1790 April 10).

An act to promote the progress of 

useful Arts.

On petition of any person to the 

Secretary of State, Secretary for war, 

or Attorney General setting forth 

that he, she, or they, hath invented 

or discovered any useful art, 

manufacture, engine, machine, or 

device, or any improvement therein 

not before known or used and 

praying a patent may be granted to 

the petitioner, heirs, administrators 

or assigns not exceeding (14) years -

Penalties described.

[Footnote: long list of subsequent 

"patent" acts]

Peters, Richard (editor) (1845).  Public Statutes at Large of the United States of America, Volume I, Second session of the first Congress begun at New York (1790-01-04).  Boston: 

Charles C. Little and James Brown.



slide 74 of 239

Public Act XV (1790 May 31).

An Act for the encouragement of 

learning, by securing the copies of 

maps, charts, and books, to the 

authors and proprietors of such 

copies, during the times therein 

mentioned.

(Citizens or residents of the US who 

are authors or who have purchased 

copyrights or their executors, 

administrators or assigns have 

exclusive right to print, reprint, 

publish and vend for 14 years 

renewable another 14 years.  No 

mention of heirs.) (penalties 

described)

[Footnote (a): Congress, instead of 

sanctioning an existing, perpetual 

copyright in an author in his works, 

created the right, secured for a 

limited time by the law.  Required 

title deposited with the clerk; public 

notice in the newspapers; copy 

deposited in the department of state]

[Footnote: In Constitution Article I § 8 

‘secure’ could not mean the 

protection of an acknowledged legal 

right.  It refers to inventors as well as 

authors, and it has never been 

pretended by any one in the US or 

England, that an inventor has a 

perpetual right at common law, to 

sell the thing invented.]

Peters, Richard (editor) (1845).  Public Statutes at Large of the United States of America, Volume I, Second session of the first Congress begun at New York (1790-01-04).  Boston: 

Charles C. Little and James Brown.
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Entry for 1790 December 9.

Ordered, That a committee (White,

Seney, Baldwin)  be appointed to 

prepare and bring in a bill or bills to 

amend the act, entitled "An act to 

promote the progress of useful arts“.

Entry for 1791 February 8.

A bill to amend an act, entitled "An 

act to promote the progress of useful 

arts," was read the second time, and 

ordered to be committed to a 

Committee of the Whole House on 

Saturday next.

Journal of the House of Representatives, Third session of the first Congress begun at Philadelphia (1790-12-06).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).
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Entry for 1791 February 8.

Mr. Huntington, from the committee 

appointed, presented, according to 

order, a bill for increasing the penalty 

contained in an act passed the 

second session of Congress, entitled 

"An act for the encouragement of 

learning, by securing the copies of 

maps, charts, and books, to the 

authors, and proprietors of such 

copies, during the times therein 

mentioned;" 

- which was received, and read the 

first time.

Entry for 1791 October 26 & 28.

A petition of James Rumsey, by 

Joseph Barnes, his attorney in fact, 

was presented to the House and 

read, praying that the act, entitled 

"An act to promote the progress of 

useful arts," may be amended, and 

rendered more effectual for securing 

to original inventors, property in their 

respective discoveries -

Ordered, That a committee 

(Williamson, Sedgwick, Hillhouse) be 

appointed to prepare and bring in a 

bill or bills to amend the act, entitled 

"An act to promote the progress of 

useful arts;".

(left) Journal of the House of Representatives, Third session of the first Congress begun at Philadelphia (1790-12-06).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826).

(right) Journal of the House of Representatives, First session of the second Congress begun at Philadelphia (1791-10-24).  Washington: Gales & Seaton (1826)
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1791 November 21 (a).

Report of the Secretary of State

Obtaining Fresh from Salt Water 

The petition sets forth that he has 

discovered a method of converting 

salt water into fresh by a process so 

simple it may be performed on board 

vessels at sea by the same fire and in 

the same time which is used for 

cooking the ship's provisions -

And he offers to convey to the 

Government of the US his secret on 

their giving to him a reward.

In order to ascertain the merit of the 

discovery, it becomes necessary to 

examine the advances already made.

Lord Bacon observed that salt water 

distilled is fresh.

All mankind might have observed that 

the earth is supplied with fresh water 

chiefly by exhalation from the sea -

an insensible distillation effected by 

the heat of the sun.

Though most obvious, it is not the 

first idea in the essays for converting 

salt water into fresh.

Filtration was tried in vain.

Report of the Secretary of State (1791 November 21).  Obtaining Fresh from Salt Water.  (pages 1041-1046, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and 

Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1791 November 21 (b).

Report of the Secretary of State

Obtaining Fresh from Salt Water 

In all the earlier trials by distillation, 

some mixture was thought necessary 

(Sir Richard Hawkins) (Glauber,

Hauton, Lister) (Hales, Appleby, 

Butler, Chapman, Hoffman, Dove).

They found nothing worth noting  

except a very simple still, contrived 

extempore by Captain Chapman 

obtained (2) quarters of fresh water 

an hour; and the expense of fuel was 

very trifling.

In 1762, Dr. Lind confessed, "the sea 

water, distilled without any mixture, 

was as pure as the rain water“.  His 

apparatus of a pot, tea-kettle, and 

gun-barrel yielded (8) gallons an 

hour.

In 1771, Dr. Irvin, put together Lind's 

idea of distilling without a mixture, 

Chapman's still, and Dr. Franklin's 

method of cooling by evaporation, 

and obtained a premium of (5,000 

pounds) from the British Parliament.  

He wet his tube constantly with a 

mop.

Report of the Secretary of State (1791 November 21).  Obtaining Fresh from Salt Water.  (pages 1041-1046, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and 

Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1791 November 21 (c).

Report of the Secretary of State

Obtaining Fresh from Salt Water 

In 1773, Lord Mulgrave used his 

method in his voyage towards the 

North Pole, making (34 to 40) gallons 

of fresh water a day.

De Bougainville, in his voyage round 

the world, used very successfully, a 

still contrived in 1763 by Poyisonier, 

so as to guard against the water 

being thrown over by the agitation of 

the ship.

Such were the advances already 

made when Isaacks, the petitioner, 

suggested his discovery, and 

experiments were performed in 

Pennsylvania under supervision of 

learned authorities.

Though this has been done for 

upwards of (30) years, neither the 

fact nor process is known to the mass 

of seamen, to whom it would be the 

most useful .

Report of the Secretary of State (1791 November 21).  Obtaining Fresh from Salt Water.  (pages 1041-1046, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and 

Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1791 November 21 (d).

Report of the Secretary of State

Obtaining Fresh from Salt Water 

The Secretary of State (Jefferson) is 

therefore of opinion that the subject 

should be made the occasion of 

disseminating its knowledge 

generally and effectually among the 

sea-faring citizens of the US .

Let a printed account of the essays of 

all experiments, failed and 

successful,, be printed on the back of 

the paperwork clearing ships at US 

ports - with a recommendation to 

publish the result of their trial in 

some gazette on their return to the 

US, or communicate it for publication 

to the Secretary of State, in order 

that others may be encouraged to 

make similar trials.

Report of the Secretary of State (1791 November 21).  Obtaining Fresh from Salt Water.  (pages 1041-1046, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and 

Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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entry for 1791 December 12.

A petition of Charles Hateley, of 

South Carolina, was presented to the 

House and read, praying that an 

exclusive prior right of patent may be 

reserved to him in a machine, which 

he has invented, for whitening or 

cleansing rice; provided he shall, 

within a reasonable time, comply 

with the requisites of the law, in such 

cases.

Referred to the Secretary of State for 

his information.

1792 January 6 (a)

Petition of John Churchman

(Mr. Page) The ingenuity of the

memorialist, and the importance of 

the objects he had in view, entitle 

him to the attention of the House.

He hoped the memorial would be 

referred to a select committee.

He was sorry to find that a 

gentleman, whose name stood on the 

list of philosophers, instead of aiding 

him in countenancing a philosophical 

inquiry, should oppose even his 

motion to refer it to a select 

committee.

(left) (page 242, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.



slide 82 of 239

1792 January 6 (b)

Petition of John Churchman

He had not presumed to say that 

there was money in the Treasury or 

that we had a right to give it to Mr. 

Churchman, if he should prove the 

truth of his theory.

Nor had he said that Mr. Churchman 

would find the magnetic pole.

I am compelled to support my 

motion, that Mr. Churchman's theory 

is preferable to that of the great 

Halley.

The latter supposed four magnetic 

poles, and that they resided within 

the bowels of the earth.

Churchman supposes but two.

One in the neighborhood of the US.

The other within the reach of fishing 

voyages.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 January 6 (c)

Petition of John Churchman

A hypothesis that supposed the earth 

a hollow shell, with a nucleus within, 

revolving freely is also exploded.

No theory, except Mr. C.'s has been 

offered to the world, which solves so 

many phenomena of the variation of 

the needle, and bids fair to be of real 

use

Whatever can contribute to the 

discovery of longitude at sea must be 

worthy of encouragement for it is of 

great consequence to geography, 

navigation and surveying.

The US need not be ashamed to 

encourage the memorialist 

The British Parliament encouraged 

voyages to ascertain the truth of 

Halley's theory.

The Parliament offered 20,000 

pounds to any one who would go to 

the North pole, and at the expense of 

their Government the attempt has 

been made.

If this House should not think  

Congress authorized to grant money,  

they may recommend Mr. C. and his 

theory to the patronage of the States.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 January 6 (d)

Petition of John Churchman

Mr. Clark said the variation of the 

needle was already sufficiently 

understood by all land surveyors, 

otherwise they were not fit for their 

business.

With regard to any discoveries by 

sea, he had little hopes after all the 

fruitless attempts made by the ablest 

navigators and philosophers of 

Europe.

Mr. Seney thought a degree of 

attention is due to all applications 

from men of genius.

Mr. Page said that to condemn it 

rashly without a proper investigation, 

would be to render Congress 

ridiculous in the eyes of the world.

Mr. Murray felt that for the literary 

reputation of the House, to commit 

the matter to a committee would 

best comport with the dignity of the 

subject.

When a man of science comes here 

with supposed discoveries in the 

active sciences, we owe it to the 

subject, to ourselves, and to human 

nature, to give his propositions fair 

play and mature consideration.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 January 6 (e)

Petition of John Churchman

We ought to be cautious and take 

warning from the disgrace of other 

nations whom history has held up for 

their premature rejection of 

enterprises and schemes of science.

Columbus himself was a 

philosophical vagabond through 

many Courts of Europe.

The question was carried in the 

affirmative by a large majority.

A select committee was appointed 

(Page, Wadsworth, Wayne).

1792 February 29 (a)

Petition of John Churchman

The House proceeded to consider the 

report of the committee to whom 

was referred the petition of John 

Churchman.

Whereupon, That the said 

Churchman - applauded for his 

ingenuity by several learned societies 

in Europe - has been emboldened to 

ask again the aid of the General 

Government of the US to enable him 

to gratify the expectations of the 

philosophical world -

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 February 29 (b)

Petition of John Churchman

The committee declare it as their 

opinion, that Mr. Churchman's 

ingenuity and his labors entitle him 

to the applause of the enlightened 

world, and to the encouragement 

and support of his country.

And it is the opinion of the 

committee that because a more 

perfect knowledge of the variation of 

the magnetic needle would furnish a 

ready means of adjusting and 

preventing disputes respecting the 

boundaries of ancient surveys of land 

-

and of correcting many inaccuracies 

in geographical charts, and in the 

journals of the courses  run by vessels 

at sea -

- every possible encouragement 

ought to be given to all persons who 

contribute towards the perfecting 

this desirable knowledge -

- and that the US are peculiarly 

interested in whatever can adjust or 

prevent disputes between their 

citizens.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 February 29 (c)

Petition of John Churchman

The Congress may patronize Mr. 

Churchman, and grant him such aid 

as may be necessary to enable him to 

prosecute his laudable inquiries -

- but the committee submit to the 

wisdom of the House that in the 

present circumstances of the US, 

such grant shall not be made.

As to that part of the memorial 

which states that, in the act for the 

encouragement of learning, the 

penalty for the offences of copying 

was too small -

- and by no means adequate to the 

offence - and praying for an act to 

amend the same

- the prayer is reasonable.

The copyright of maps, charts, tables, 

and prints, ought to be secured to 

their authors, or their assigns, by 

greater penalties than those declared 

in the act.

Ordered, That a bill or bills be 

brought in.

Page, Goodhue, and Gregg reported 

bills 1792 March 7.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 March 19

Petition of John Macpherson

Setting forth that he has discovered 

an infallible method of ascertaining 

the longitude, to a degree of 

precision far beyond any former 

discovery;

- and praying that Congress will 

enable him to prove his theory by 

experiments in a voyage to France.

Ordered, That the said petition do lie 

on the table.

1792 March 22

Petition of Augustus Christian George

Elholm 

Praying encouragement in the 

prosecution of certain discoveries 

respecting ‘the fundamental law that 

rules our solar system, together with 

the cause of the motions and 

variations of the magnetic needle’

- and for compensation for a supply 

of arms to the US during the late war.

Ordered, That this petition lie on the 

table.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 April 10

Memorial of Thomas Fielder

Stating that he had invented an 

apparatus for facilitating navigation, 

and, having been at considerable 

expense, praying the aid of 

Government to enable him to 

improve his plan.

Ordered, That this memorial lie on 

the table.

1792 May 7

Memorial of Thomas Fielder

Referring to his petitions of 1792 

March 30 and April 10 respecting his 

inventions for facilitating navigation 

was presented and read.

Ordered, That it lie on the table.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 April 19 (a)

Hemp

A motion being made to enhance the 

duty on imported hemp and cordage, 

and to strike out imported cotton 

from articles exempted from duty --

Mr. Bourne said he hoped this 

increase would not be agreed to.

The navigation of the US would 

suffer by it, as the supply furnished 

by the cultivation of the article was 

not competent to the demand.

Mr. White said, that on the principle 

of uniformity, he thought this duty 

ought to be raised 

- but when it is considered that many 

of the duties are designed to 

encourage the manufactures of the 

US, he thought that equal attention 

should be paid to the agricultural 

interest, an interest as important as 

any other, at least.

Mr. Williamson said the 

independence of US navigation was 

so important an object that 

everything ought to be done to effect 

it.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 April 19 (b)

Hemp

Proper encouragement should be 

given to the raising of hemp.

It will, if duly encouraged, root out 

the cultivation of tobacco, which 

impoverishes the soil.

Mr. Parker enlarged on the good 

policy of affording this 

encouragement.

The amendment was agreed to.  

Foreign cotton was inserted among 

articles exempted from duty.

Mr. Macon moved that it be struck 

out.

Great quantities were raised in the 

Southern States, for which they could 

not find a market.

Mr. Ames opposed the motion.

Manufactures in the US required 

foreign cotton of a particular staple.

The encouragement to the raising of 

cotton depends on the manufactures 

formed from it; hence this 

encouragement is suspended.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 April 19 (c)

Hemp

Mr. Steele stated that cotton raised 

in the Southern States was adapted 

to every species of manufactures.

Depending on encouragement from 

Government, the farmers of North 

Carolina had gone largely into the 

cultivation of cotton.

On the principles of reciprocity,  it is 

just and equal to extend 

encouragement to the agricultural 

interest of the South.

Mr. Baldwin wished to know the 

particular species of cotton so 

necessary in the manufactures.

Under due encouragement the 

Southern states would in a few years 

raise every description of this article.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 April 19 (d)

Hemp

Mr. Page waxed sarcastic and silly.  

He remembered it was with difficulty 

that some people were convinced 

that the salt water of America would 

yield salt.

He thought that encouraging 

manufactures is foreign to the 

business of Congress and a mere 

taking from one hand and giving to 

another .

Mr. Page had found cotton a good 

preparative for lands that were worn 

out with tobacco.

They yielded excellent cotton, and 

left the ground in fine order for 

wheat.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1792 May 8

Resolved by the Senate and HR -

That the Secretary of the Treasury 

cause to be provided, for the use of 

the several collectors

- printed clearances on the back 

whereof shall be an account of the 

methods, which have been found to 

answer for obtaining fresh, from salt 

water 

- and of constructing extempore 

stills, of such implements, as are 

generally on board of every vessel,

- with a recommendation, in all cases 

when they resort to this expedient 

for water, to publish the result in 

some gazette or communicate it for 

publication, to the Secretary of State;

- in order that others may, by their 

success, be encouraged to make 

similar trials, and be benefited by any 

improvements or new ideas which 

may occur to them.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1793 January 30 (a)

Promotion of the Useful Arts

Mr. Williamson, adverting to the 

principles of the bill, said it was an 

imitation of the Patent System of 

Great Britain.

Mr. Murray said the law holds out an 

invitation to genius.

The mode of gratifying the fair and 

honest inventor should be as easy as 

possible.

A country in Europe (Great Britain) 

had afforded, it was true, much 

experience on the subject, but 

regulations adopted there would not 

exactly comport in all respects either 

with the situation of this country, or 

with the rights of the citizen here.

These patents (in England) are 

derived from the grace of the 

Monarch.

The exclusive enjoyment of the 

profits of a discovery is not so much a 

right inherent as it is a privilege 

bestowed and an emanation of 

prerogative.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.



slide 96 of 239

1793 January 30 (b)

Promotion of the Useful Arts

Here, the citizen has a right in the 

inventions he may make - the law -

but there are problems with the 

mode by which he is to enjoy their 

fruits.

The Court of England is the scene 

where its prerogative diffuses its 

bounties.

It is stationed at London where the 

business can be managed in a single 

spot.

Here there are 15 States, each 

forming centres of attraction for the 

ingenious and aspiring.

Difficulty and distance (from a patent 

office) would discourage invention.

The bill, as it tended to foster the 

genius of men, was extremely 

important.

It embraced national views and 

national citizenship and looked to an 

object of advantage that only a 

National Government could secure.

As to this great object - the State laws 

were impotent.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1793 January 30 (c)

Promotion of the Useful Arts

No invention, however small or 

irrelative it might at first appear, 

should be lost.

A little reflection would teach us that 

whatever is great and astonishing in 

the works of art was humble in its 

origin;

- had been opposed by ignorance or 

cramped by poverty;

- and had become important but by 

gradual accumulation and a very slow 

progression.

The wisdom of Government should 

be expressed in forming a repository, 

where nothing that might eventually 

be of service should be suffered to 

perish.

Therefore, Mr. Murray wished to see 

a law that would draw forth the 

useful invention of those who lived at 

a distance.

It should present an easy method of 

granting its protection.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1793 January 30 (d)

Promotion of the Useful Arts

Mr. Williamson offered a few 

objections to this motion to have 

patent offices in the several states 

instead of only in the capitol.

The question was taken, and decided 

in the negative.

1793 February 1

Promotion of the Useful Arts

Mr. Kittera moved to reduce the 

period for which patents should be 

granted from 14 to 10 years.

This motion was negatived.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1793 February 18

Memorial of the Directors of the 

Library Company of Philadelphia, and 

of the Trustees of the Loganian

Library

Praying that a law be passed 

exempting from any duty or impost 

books imported for those and all 

other similar institutions.

Ordered, That this memorial lie on 

the table.

1793 February 21

An Act to promote the progress of 

useful Arts; and to repeal the act 

heretofore made for that purpose.

This act heralds oncoming 

international patent law, though it 

continues to be specific to US 

citizens.  

It begins to expand the definition of 

useful arts to ‘composition of matter’.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1794 February 17

Post Office Business

A vast number of new post roads 

were ordered, without opposition.

It was then moved, that the postage 

of newspapers should be reduced for 

any distance greater than 100 miles.

This was advocated on the ground 

that newspapers from the Seat of 

Government, and the large towns, 

must convey more complete 

information than selections from 

them by country printers in weekly 

papers.

The editors of newspapers in large 

towns possess more ample means of 

information and are generally better 

informed.

The motion was opposed, from a 

wish to encourage country presses 

which did not lose on a comparison 

with the wretched productions of the 

Metropolis.

The Committee rose, without taking a 

question, and the House adjourned.

1794 February 18, the motion to 

reduce postage on newspapers was

negatived, 44 to 40.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1794 February 19

Memorial of John Frederick Amelung, 

James Labes, and Thomas Johnson, 

of Frederick county, Maryland

Praying that an additional duty may 

be imposed on the importation of 

window and other glass, or such 

encouragement given to the 

manufacture of the said article within 

the US, as to the wisdom of Congress 

shall seem meet.

1794 March 18

Memorial of Levi Hollingsworth and 

others, proprietors of iron works in 

Pennsylvania

Praying that the present duty 

imposed by law on the importation of 

bar and cast iron, from foreign 

countries, may be continued, or such 

encouragement given to the erecting 

and improving furnaces and forges 

for manufacturing the said article 

within the US as to the wisdom of 

Congress shall seem meet.

Ordered to lie.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1794 March 21

Petition of Jonathan Jenkins, of the 

county of Nantucket, Massachusetts

Praying a repeal of certain letters 

patent granted to Benjamin Folger as 

the original discoverer of the art of 

separating the gross matter 

contained in common whale oil, and 

afterwards rendering such gross 

matter fit for candles - which letters 

patent have been obtained by the 

said Benjamin Folger surreptitiously, 

and from false suggestions.

Ordered, That the said petition be 

referred to (Coffin, Holten, Murray).

1794 June 2

Letter from Francis Joachin Van Aken, 

styling himself Assistant Judge, of

Orebro, in Sweden

Stating the particulars of his discovery 

of an Art, described in the Swedish 

language, for extinguishing fires and 

preventing conflagrations, whether in 

war or peace , on board vessels, or in 

houses on fire.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1794 June 7

An Act supplementary to the act

intitled An act to promote the 

progress of Useful Arts.

Be it enacted -

That all suits heretofore set aside, 

suspended or abated, by reason of 

the repeal of the said act, may be 

restored.

1794 November 17

Petition of Pierre Egron

Praying the patronage of Congress, 

and an exemption from postage, in 

aid of a literary work, which he is now 

prosecuting.

Ordered, That the said petition do lie 

on the table.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1795 February 27

Memorial of Richard Claiborne

Praying that a law may pass, 

authorizing the importation of 

inventions, and allowing to original 

importers a certain privilege in 

proportion to that allowed by the 

patent law to inventors.

Ordered, That this memorial lie on 

the table.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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1825 February 3

Application by Illinois for a reduction 

in the price of land

It is believed that the great work of 

internal improvement, which now 

appears to engage the attention of a 

large portion of the American 

people, might be commenced among 

us, and new sources of wealth would 

be opened;

- and that friendly intercourse which 

should subsist among the members 

of a great political family would be 

facilitated to the benefit and 

convenience of all.

We might also look forward to the 

day when the liberal and useful arts 

might be cherished by the fostering 

hand of governments, 

- and to the day when the new States 

might prove as fertile in mental as 

they are now in natural productions.  

The pecuniary embarrassments under 

which the western people have long 

labored, and which still press them 

with a heavy hand, are too well 

known, and have been too often 

urged upon the consideration of 

Congress, to need further 

illustrations.

(right) (page 312, First Session, Second Congress).  US Congress (1849). Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the US with an Appendix.  Washington: Gales and Seaton.
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NETTIE McCORMICK & FAIR PAY

Cyrus H. McCormick Sr. predeceased 

his wife by 38 years; and she spent 

13 more years on earth than he.

One of his biographers wrote that 

Cyrus ran from most women because 

he thought they were after his 

money; but he thought Nettie was 

different and he ran after her.

When he caught her, he gave her the 

enjoyment and use of McCormick 

money for the 27 years he remained 

alive in addition to the 38 years after 

he died.

It’s obvious that Cyrus worked very 

hard and made difficult sacrifices 

from his childhood to middle-age.

When he got where he wanted to be 

in the world of businessmen, he 

wanted a young woman to 

compensate for what he lost when he 

was young.

He chose a young women with 

experience in business management 

and made certain her financial 

interests were dependent on his.

They lived happily ever after; and it’s 

hard to say who fooled whom, if 

anyone, regarding love and money.
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Unfortunately for Mrs. McCormick’s 

life after death, God doesn’t fool as 

easily as people who read puff pieces 

about her, nor is God as easy to 

manipulate as a lonely old bachelor 

or any man who didn’t have the 

courage to marry his childhood 

sweetheart.

A long list of God’s spokespersons 

has said time and again that you 

can’t buy your way into heaven or 

through the pearly gates.

The caveat fell on Nettie’s deaf ears 

and in so doing, demonstrated that 

her education, both secular and 

religious, was useless.

She didn’t do the math or use 

common sense.

The problem of how to spend 

McCormick profits in a manner 

pleasing to God would have been 

moot if Nettie managed the business 

to pay the workers more and her 

husband less.

This is the point a few workers tried 

to make at the reaper works and at 

Haymarket.
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In theory, though usually not in 

practice, labor strikes and protests 

tell an owner such as McCormick that 

if his wife wants to get rich from the 

production of reapers, she can make 

them herself.

It will then not take her long to 

calculate how much the time and 

labor of working people is really 

worth.

No matter how high she values her 

time on the shop floor, her 

discretionary spending budget will be 

limited to pin money or less, like 

most women, including laborers’

wives and female co-workers.

In such a case, God would probably 

not be upset if she spent her 

allowance on hat pins and other little 

things for herself.

What irritates God, if I’m not 

mistaken, are women like Nettie -

comfortable enslaving other people 

to get the money to  buy whole 

institutions - because the purchase of 

institutions allows a woman to 

control the minds of academics and 

preachers, and not just the lives of 

her husband, her children, and the 

slaves.
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The benefits of paying productive 

workers a fair wage are many.

When workers are paid a fair wage 

they control which charities to 

support, if any.

Because the power is spread more 

evenly among millions of wage 

earners instead of concentrated in a 

few dozen philanthropic wives and 

daughters, academics can write and 

preachers can preach more freely 

without fear of offending big donors.

Health professionals won’t have to 

encourage ill-health for an excuse to 

dip into a hospital’s endowment.

Social workers and courts will find 

ways to keep children and their 

mothers together, making 

orphanages and foster homes 

obsolete.

Low wages force workers into slavery 

to mortgage lenders as well as to 

employers.

A family can build a home for itself in 

less than a year of free time that a 

man, wife and children spend 30 

years each working as slaves to pay 

off a mortgage loan for a house that 

somebody else built and somebody 

else will repair. 
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A blurb on Cyrus McCormick appears 

in few if any of the Who’s Who in 

Chicago books that were published 

during his lifetime.

The explanation could be that Cyrus 

himself was too busy with the 

practical end of his business to have 

time for the vanity press.

It’s possible that Nettie wanted 

publicity to be consistent with the 

humble persona she created for 

herself.

It’s also possible that Nettie herself or

Nettie and Cyrus shunned Who’s 

Who in Chicago books because the 

one city was too small for them and 

nothing less than Who’s Who in the 

World was appropriate to their 

status.
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All the McCormick men were 

important to the business.

Cyrus didn’t invent alone; nor did he 

build the business and market the 

product alone.

The nephew’s entries for his father 

and himself emphasize the hands-on 

ethic of McCormick men.  

They accomplished hard and dirty 

tasks before they got rich, and they 

continued to work at the level of the 

common people who built and used 

their product after they got rich.

Nettie’s children reflected an 

arrogance that was probably her true 

character.

Her daughter married into the elite of 

national politics.

Her son wore whites.

He achieved the status of the idle rich 

who cluster in high-end resorts and 

indulge in frivolous pursuits.
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Family investments in Chicago real 

estate helped support the lifestyle.

1886 maps indicate that McCormicks

probably didn’t buy lots in Section 16 

school lands of Township 39 that 

were supposed to be reserved for 

the support of schools - to offset the 

cost of education for the children of 

indigent and common people.

Before the Chicago fire, the 

McCormick Works were just north of 

Section 16 in Township 39.

After the Chicago fire, the plant was 

also in Township 39N, a couple 

squares southwest of school land.

Original purchasers of Chicago real 

estate included many Scotsmen.

The Scotsmen lived all over the US, in 

Canada, and even in Scotland itself.

They bought land as individuals if 

they had the money; otherwise they 

formed clubs to buy the quarter 

sections.

In Cyrus’s day, Chicago was a 

predominantly German city in name 

and a bit of a Scottish city on paper.
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer).  Mrs. Cyrus Hall McCormick standing outdoors with four school children at the McCormick School (an open air school for children wit 

tuberculosis).  (1911).

This photonegative taken by a Chicago Daily News photographer may have been published in the newspaper. 

DN-0058023, Chicago Daily News negatives collection, Chicago Historical Society.  Clark Street at North Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-6071. 

Digital ID (original negative) ichicdn n058023 
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Section 16 township 39N (original town of Chicago)

Robinson, Elisha.  Robinson’s Atlas of the city of Chicago, Illinois, Volume I.  New York: E. Robinson (1886).

Rare Book Collection

University of Illinois at Chicago Library

http://www.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/firemaps/V1p06all.jpg
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Section 16 (northwest quarter) Township 39N (original town of Chicago)

Plate 2

Robinson, Elisha.  Robinson’s Atlas of the city of Chicago, Illinois, Volume I.  New York: E. Robinson (1886).

Rare Book Collection

University of Illinois at Chicago Library

http://www.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/firemaps/V1p02all.jpg
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Section 16 (northeast quarter) Township 39N (original town of Chicago)

Plate 1

Robinson, Elisha.  Robinson’s Atlas of the city of Chicago, Illinois, Volume I.  New York: E. Robinson (1886).

Rare Book Collection

University of Illinois at Chicago Library

http://www.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/firemaps/V1p01all.jpg
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Section 16 (southwest quarter) township 39N (original town of Chicago)

Plate 6

Robinson, Elisha.  Robinson’s Atlas of the city of Chicago, Illinois, Volume I.  New York: E. Robinson (1886).

Rare Book Collection

University of Illinois at Chicago Library

http://www.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/firemaps/V1p06all.jpg
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Section 16 (southeast quarter) Township 39N (original town of Chicago).

Plate 5

Robinson, Elisha.  Robinson’s Atlas of the city of Chicago, Illinois, Volume I.  New York: E. Robinson (1886).

Rare Book Collection

University of Illinois at Chicago Library

http://www.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/firemaps/V1p05all.jpg
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township 39N section 15 north half

Plate 1

Robinson, Elisha.  Robinson’s Atlas of the city of Chicago, Illinois, Volume I.  New York: E. Robinson (1886).

Rare Book Collection

University of Illinois at Chicago Library

http://www.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/firemaps/V1p07all.jpg
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township 39N section 15 south half

Plate 1

Robinson, Elisha.  Robinson’s Atlas of the city of Chicago, Illinois, Volume I.  New York: E. Robinson (1886).

Rare Book Collection

University of Illinois at Chicago Library

http://www.uic.edu/depts/ahaa/imagebase/firemaps/V1p08all.jpg
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ANARCHISTS & SOCIAL SECURITY

In the ‘Sixties’, Europeans did a 

better job of allying collegiate rebels 

with blue collar labor.

A revolution in the history 

departments of universities spread to 

the United States.

History department rebels declared 

that it was time to stop studying 

nobles, generals and kings of the 

past; and time to turn their research 

efforts to the working people who 

left barely a mark on the written 

record though they were a huge 

majority of the population of all eras.

The astronaut Sally Ride used her 

fame in the 1980s to bring the idea to 

the mass of Americans.

In the 1960s, a French professor 

turned his attention to the 

revolutions of the 1600s.

He noted that European revolutions 

were few, small, and ended almost as 

soon as they started.

They occurred during the somewhat 

brief period when Europe had to 

adapt to the success of American 

colonists.
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By the early 1600s, the colonists had

suceeded in digging up all but a scant 

remnant of gold and silver buried in 

the rocks of the two continents 

across the Atlantic.

American wealth had created a much 

larger middle class in Europe and 

made the nobles who towered above 

them much wealthier than they were 

used to being - castles were 

retrofitted for indoor plumbing, 

central heating, etc.

When mineral wealth stopped 

flowing east across the Atlantic, a 

fight commenced between kings and 

nobles.

The professor dug up historical 

records for France, Spain and 

England.

In France and England, kings invented 

new taxes on the common people 

and their commerce when the 

bottom line of royal revenues

dimininshed.

Nobles raised the rent on common 

people to  maintain their luxurious 

lifestyles.

You’d think the common people of 

northwest Europe would rebel, but 

you’d be wrong.
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A few nobles had their agents hand 

out pikes and cudgels to a selection 

of their serfs, with the expectation 

that they’d revolt against the king.

The agents also passed out posters 

that the lords’ art departments had 

created.

The posters said mean things about 

the king and his taxes.

Then, by word of mouth, the lords’

agents spread news of the day and 

location scheduled for the revolution 

among the peasants.

The revolutions were small and short.

When they were over, kings had to 

back down on taxes.

Rents paid to lords stayed high for 

tenant farmers and small craftsmen.

A few serfs thought their revolution 

was genuine - they spilled blood in 

local pastures and put slippery 

puddles on dusty roads.

A couple of scapegoats for the few 

were strung up on gallows for the 

crime of believing hype and 

propaganda.
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The monarchs of France and England 

had managed to repel the amorous 

attentions of the Hapsburg dynasty 

of Austria.

A Spanish monarch had not.

Thus, after Spanish colonists began 

to extract gold from the Americas, a 

young Austrian man who’d been 

raised in Holland as the result of 

another Hapsburg seduction, 

inherited the crown of Spain.

Serfs of all the European countries 

had suffered alien monarchs for as 

long as there had been monarchs 

and serfs.

Things wouldn’t change for Spanish 

serfs when a Dutch/Austrian teenager 

took their crown - but Spanish princes 

had something to lose - as did their 

factors, the merchants and bankers of 

their towns.

The factors agreed to spread money 

among the serfs to raise an army of 

actors to put on a revolutionary 

drama.

The artistry worked, and a local guy 

became king.
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Three hundred years later, when 

Mexico revolted against Spain, the 

revolution was successful because it, 

too, was middle class.

It occurred when a Spanish king 

granted a monopoly to Spanish 

merchants on American trade, or 

merely threatened to.

American merchants north and south 

of the Mexican border, and all 

European merchants who weren’t 

Spanish secretly combined forces and 

won the war.

The win was predictable.

Wagon trains of European goods 

backed up at St. Louis, waiting for 

official news of the win so they could 

legally start the trek to Albuquerque 

and Santa Fe - where very wealthy 

Spanish grandees were waiting 

anxiously to buy whatever they had 

to sell.

The historical source didn’t indicate if 

the grandees had been able to place 

special orders for custom goods in 

advance of victory, or had to take 

what they could get after.
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The professor of revolution had to 

look as far away as China to find 

another illustrative story.

The social structure of China was 

exactly the same and yet entirely 

different as the social structure of 

Europe.

Where Europe had kings, China had 

an emperor; where Europe had lords, 

China had bureaucrats.

The emperor of China was as much a 

figurehead for bureaucrats and a 

justification for their job slots, as 

European kings were for lords.

Chinese emperors knew their place 

and were unlikely to stir up 

revolutions.

A Chinese revolution was most likely 

to be the public manifestation of a 

private feud among policy makers.

Confucius, an ancient Chinese 

philosopher was as much an excuse 

for the Chinese bureaucracy as he 

was for the worship of ancestors by 

the common people of the land.

In China, emperors came and went, 

dynasties waxed and waned, and the 

bureaucracy survived thousands of 

years.
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Confucius had promoted a 

bureaucracy based on merit.

Bureaucrats worked up an 

examination on the teachings of 

Confucius.

Candidates for desk jobs in Peking 

got on the waiting list if they passed 

the test; and had to find work in the 

private sector if they didn’t.

But, by the 1600s, a public relations 

problem had developed in the hiring 

process for jobs as members of the 

power elite.

The power of the power elite 

depended on the success of Chinese 

merchants.

If Chinese merchants didn’t make a 

lot of money, the bureaucrats had no 

income to tax for their support.

A certain kind of arrogance poisoned 

Chinese government under the 

bureaucrats.

They were qualified to rule because 

they were the most intelligent people 

in the country.

They proved their qualifications by 

scoring high on the Confucius test.
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The bureaucrats made the merchants 

feel stupid.

If a merchant who supported 

bureaucrats was stupid, it followed 

that so were his sons.

Therefore, merchants wanted the 

bragging rights of elevating one, if 

not all their sons, into government 

offices.

Experts on Confucius raked in money 

hand over fist offering cram courses 

on philosophy to the sons of the rich.

Taxes went up to create more 

government jobs for the sons of the 

rich.

Eventually, the stupidest son of a rich 

man could could put on fine robes 

and sit at a desk in the bureaucrat’s 

palace, if his father knew which palms 

to grease, and how much.

If this weren’t true, the Chinese 

economy would have failed when the 

spoiled sons of the rich took over the 

reins of business from their canny 

fathers.
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It’s hard to say how many Chinese 

revolutions originated in the vanity 

of Chinese foreign traders and tax 

men.

I’ve thought it wise to question the 

authenticity of Mao, though it’s 

possible he was an anomaly in the 

history of the state.

Leonard Peikoff (The Ominous 

Parallels) (1982) and Nora Sayer

(Sixties Going On Seventies) (1973) 

found similar reasons to be skeptical 

about more recent revolutions.

Indeed, the dust jacket of the Peikoff

book featured a swastika.

One of the closest parallels to Hitler’s 

invasion of the German Parliament 

occurred in Wisconsin just a couple 

years ago.

Teachers who invaded the Madison 

capitol building tried to pass 

themselves off as the one 

demographic the other demographics 

can’t live without.

Superficially, they didn’t want to lose 

pay; but in the souls of many, they 

were addicted to bullying children -

and adults as necessary and needed 

the jobs like other Madisonians need 

marijuana.
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French historical demographers got 

past the many obstacles in the way 

of learning exactly how many serfs 

lived in Europe at any time and what 

they were like.

Historical statistics not easily 

acquired showed that the population 

of Europe was surprisingly stable.

It didn’t grow by leaps and bounds.

The serfs didn’t breed like flies.

The population of Europe grew in 

very small increments over very long 

periods of time.

Population growth paralleled 

advances in the technology of farm 

work.

If a new machine could yield an 

increase in yield per acre sufficient to 

feed a specific additional number of 

people, the population tended to 

increase by that specific number, and 

no more.
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The fact is astounding.

It needs no augmentation by other 

facts to describe the people of 

Europe - if researchers could actually 

find and analyze other facts about 

serfs before they learned to write 

and the literate minority thought 

they were worth writing about.

The fact makes obvious that 

European serfs were talented at 

math and skilled at separating  wheat 

from chaff.

After a man had cast his eyes across 

his fields and the landscape beyond -

and he saw that he could get no more 

food from his field nor get a new field  

from his neighbor - why would he 

knock up his wife again, knowing 

somebody would have to starve if he 

did?

McCormick’s invention of the reaper 

sits somewhere between medieval 

common sense and a modern French 

study of a modern French town.
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Montaillou is a small village that 

exists in a relatively isolated place in 

the French mountains.

You’d expect the people to be 

inbred, stupid and vicious.

But sociologists learned from census 

and other data, that the population 

of Montaillou turned over almost 

100% every ten years.

It’s hard to say why Montaillou

provoked nomadism, but, if I 

remember the book correctly, the 

names on the municipal payroll were 

constant for many more years than 

the names on the tax roll.

Montaillou was a town of, by and for 

its public servants, rather than its 

public - as are most other precincts, 

cantons, parishes, towns and cities in 

the world

When the McCormicks made it 

possible for the earth’s people and 

their pets to increase exponentially in 

ever decreasing increments of time, 

they brought out the worst in people.

They brought out the worst in people 

at the same time they disappeared 

the frontiers to which good people 

can escape or to which good people 

can exile the bad.
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Most of the world’s people, whether 

they live in primitive and isolated 

tribes or in high-tech societies, have 

learned a story that their ancestors 

fabricated to explain the appearance 

of humans on earth.

Creation myths are sacred to the 

religions of the societies and tribes.

Children must learn them when 

young and must not question their 

truthfulness.

Most creation myths describe a short 

moment in time when the first 

human, usually male, stood alone in 

the world.

No man existed before the moment; 

no man has ever been independent 

since it.

The animal organism we sometimes 

call human is a slave to the animal’s 

physical needs.

Nature didn’t create a human until 

nature created other things to 

provide for the human’s needs.

The first relationship for the first 

human, if he appeared full-grown, is 

between man and nature.

The primary relationship is not 

between man and man.
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The first human might have on earth 

full grown.

Then God created woman, and the 

billions of humans who’ve followed 

the first have appeared on earth as 

infants.

They start life newborn, and except 

for an ability to find their mother’s 

breast and suckle, and another ability 

to cry when displeased, the newborn 

has no skills.

The newborn doesn’t have a direct 

relationship with nature.

Newborns depend on adults to 

mediate between themselves and 

nature to meet their physical needs.

Depending on other people becomes 

a lifestyle in early life and often 

continues throughout life.

It’s possible that human children are 

destined by their genes to mature 

from a helpless infants through 

independent relationships with 

nature to wise old age during which 

they are still self-sufficient and 

independent-
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Many things can interfere with the 

perfect relationship between infant 

and mother that leads to self-

sufficiency.

Many more things can interfere with 

the relationship between toddler and 

other people that allows his natural 

being to achieve fulfillment.

Long before humans learned to write 

and leave a readable record, they 

learned how to make each other 

dependent 

Dependent relationships are always 

lopsided, mostly because they’re 

always false.

The written record of humans shows 

that the people with the least skills 

don’t have those skills because they 

used their minds to achieve 

dominance over people with the 

most skills, usually by bullying, but 

sometimes by advertising and other 

psychological tricks.

A distressing fact about creation 

myths is that the tribal religions that 

create them almost always say that 

men are superior to women.

Women do the heavy lifting and all 

the dirty work of life, while men sit 

around, smoke cigars and chew the 

fat.
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The more wives a man has, the more 

leisure he has to perfect the religion 

that exploits women.

He doesn’t provide for his wives and 

their children.

His wives and children grow the 

crops, take care of the animals, cook, 

clean, and sew.

In the best of tribes men reserve only 

two tasks to themselves; and in the 

worst of tribes, only one.

Men in the best of tribes build the 

houses that shelter the wives and 

their children.

But when men build houses, their 

wives are their tenants and can be 

evicted.

Women become as placid as cows, 

but if there are differences between 

humans and cows, women are 

capable of feeling exploited and 

becoming enraged.

Children and other women are the 

only creatures they can vent their 

rage on - and tribal life is stressful.
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Men in the best and worst tribes 

have in common that they hunt wild 

animals.

As they roam the wildnerness around 

them, they come into contact and 

conflict with men exactly like 

themselves from tribes in the near 

distance.

Hunting and war games share the 

same origin.

Many men think war games are more 

fun.

Hunting is obsolete for tribes that 

domesticate animals for food, putting 

the domestication on women.

Then the only skill men have of any 

use to women is the ability to wage 

war.

War has the effect of reducing the 

number of men, who men play by the 

rules of war games.

Less men equals more wives per man.

You can see why wars have persisted 

for as many millennia as they’ve 

persisted.
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Wars make women lonely.

Wars are destructive and make 

women work harder.

The scarcity of men and the excess of 

work make women upset.

The stress makes them belligerent.

Thus, when men tire of war games, 

they can get their amusement 

watching their women fight.

Chinua Achebe, an African novelist, 

described such tribes in one of his 

novels.

He set the novel in the time before 

Europeans arrived, saying that he 

wanted Africans to know that they 

hadn’t always been dependents of 

the Europeans.

Africans had once been independent, 

and had reasons to be proud.

I think pre-colonial African men - as

Achebe described them - showed a 

remarkable talent for mathematics.

They worked out the universal 

formula of life - as humans have 

jotted it down so far - to its lowest 

common denominator.
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They blew up no smoke screens to 

hide the basics of human life as it has 

been taught and imposed on the 

many generations of people to date.

Families usually start out matriarchal 

because men have done the 

disappearing act forever.

Families can convert to patriarchal if 

women are willing to sell their sells 

to keep men around.

Families can also convert to 

patriarchal if women are gullible 

enough to believe the religious 

dogma men create, and the value of 

war games.

Families that cluster in clans don’t 

save themselves any work.

Though they have more people to 

observe and gossip about, they also 

subject themselves to domination by 

malicious gossips - the people who 

bear false witness against their 

neighbors that God mentioned in the 

Ten Commandments.

The only valid argument for allowing 

a clan to stand between an 

independent person and nature, is 

the existence of other clans.
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It’s quite easy for a family to fall into 

the bad habit of coveting what a 

neighbor family has.

And just as easy for a covetous family 

to hone its thieving skills rather than 

its productive and creative skills.

A family can become an aggressive 

gang in no time; and several 

aggressive family gangs can join 

forces and become a warrior clan or 

tribe.

A militaristic organization of all 

human life becomes inevitable, as 

productive families join forces for 

their mutual defence.

From pre-history to the present, 

families and their societies suffer 

frequent disruptions to their daily 

routines and many episodes of 

destruction.

If nature intended humans to live in a 

condition of domestic tranquility, 

nature didn’t do everything on 

his/her part to ensure that the goal 

could and would be achieved.
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Most women are content to have a 

house and be the queen of it.

Sons spend their childhoods under 

their mothers’ domination in their 

mothers’ house.

It’s predictable that boys would form 

boys-only clubs as soon as possible, 

and then use the superior muscle 

power nature gave them to turn the 

tables on mothers and dominate 

women.

Nary a society exists on earth that 

doesn’t initiate boys into a religion of 

male dominance sometime between 

their 9th and 14th birthdays.

Women feed boys and men in the 

most enlightened first world churches 

same as they do in the backwoods of 

New Guinea.

The men of some religions turn the 

tables to degrade women even more 

- they pretend that a soda cracker 

and thimble of grape juice provided 

once a week can sustain life; and then 

they sit at the head table at the 

supper women serve in the church 

basement.
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Life in  Europe and most other 

continents became a war between 

agricultural, artisan tribes and 

warrior tribes.

It was wise to bet on the warrior 

tribes.

Agricultural tribes clustered in 

villages rather than live on family 

farms, and they built fortifications 

around the villages that they could 

run inside when a warrior tribe 

appeared on the horizon.

The tribes of both orientations were 

democratic; that is, they both elected 

their best soldier or wisest elder to a 

leadership position to make final 

decisions about military strategy.

Power corrupts and absolute power 

corrupts absolutely.

Elected tribal kings wished to pass the 

title to their sons.

In short order, fortified villages 

became walled castles that excluded 

farmers and craftsmen.
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The productive members of a 

productive tribe had as much to fear 

from their kings and his men as they 

had to fear from warrior tribes.

Productive people became slaves of 

unproductive people in tribe after 

tribe and clan after clan.

Some tribes enlarged their territory 

as they conquered other tribes.

The power of kings increased and 

likewise the number of their slaves, 

and the size of the armies the slaves 

supported that were idle more days 

than they worked.

One of the problems in the study of 

government, as in the study of 

human personality is that too many 

words mean the same thing; and, 

contrarily, one word can have too 

many definitions.

The excess of words and definitions 

confuse people about the facts of the 

two most important aspects of their 

lives beyond, food, shelter and love.

A fascist is the polar opposite of an 

anarchist.
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A fascist supports totalitarian 

government that is based on the 

principle that might is right and 

denies human rights..  

Theists, communists, socialists, 

plutocrats, meritocrats, and and 

most other ‘ists’ promote 

governments that descend inevitably 

into people-unfriendly totalitarian 

hell, and usually do so sooner than 

later.

Anarchists, democrats and 

libertarians promote the rights of 

individual humans.

If no government is the only way to 

achieve appropriate respect for the 

rights of individuals, then no 

government is better than any 

government by any name.

Lincoln said it this way - the civil lists 

will bring government down.

He meant that the arrogance and 

greed of public employees will 

eventually alienate the majority of 

people beyond the level of their 

tolerance.

He may have declared Martial Law 

just so the Supreme Court could 

declare it unconstitutional.
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In the meantime, for thousands of 

years, individuals worked in groups 

for the enrichment of the few who 

rode herd on them.

Tribes and clans functioned like 

corporations.

Tribal elders were a board of 

directors that made decisions for all 

other members of the tribe.

Tribes didn’t create real estate titles 

for the corporation or individual 

families or persons.

They occupied land until they wore it 

out with bad agricultural practices or 

another tribe pushed them off it.

Tribes usually divided land among 

families rather than individuals.

Tribes usually divided land based on 

need.

Families with more children and 

elders were allotted more land than 

families with less.

When women did all the work, they 

usually worked together and talked 

when they worked.
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As some humans perfected the art of 

exploiting other humans, tribal 

territories became plantations.

Eventually, plantations became the 

fundamental unit of societies and 

economies world-wide.

Plantations were exactly like 

corporations.  

They produced products in excess of 

the need of labor and management 

for sale across borders, usually in 

exchange for other products.

But sellers preferred gold.

When buyers couldn’t pay with gold, 

sellers preferred paper currency, 

because it’s more versatile on world 

markets than boxes of eggs and bolts 

of cloth.

Plantations transformed easily to 

factories during the industrial 

revolution.

Early factories employed farm girls 

and male children.

Men submitted to industrial servitude 

late in the so-called revolution.
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The industrial revolution was a 

revolution only because it made men 

work as hard or harder than women.

As for plantations that used African 

men in the Americas -

- if you were an African woman no 

more than one generation removed 

from an African tribe, you might 

think there really is a God like 

missionaries for the Christian 

plantation owner described;

- and God is just; 

- and She evens up the score in Her 

own sweet time.

On plantations that shaped human 

work habits for thousands of years, 

slaves always outnumbered overseers 

and owners by hundreds of percents.

Yellow journalism, including Uncle 

Tom’s Cabin, that lured and forced 

tens of thousands of northern boys to 

their deaths in the 1860s, defy the 

facts of plantations.

Not a minute passes in a day in the 

life of a plantation that the slaves 

can’t rise up and kill the owner in his 

office or his bed, and all his family, 

and the overseer, too.
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It was in the best interest of owner 

and management to treat slaves 

nicely.

Slaves live in hovels; but the hovels 

are located on large estates which 

slaves can roam free.

Plantation slaves have more room for 

their lives than people who live in 

towns and cities.

Large scale agriculture puts a lot of 

workers in one place at the same 

time.

They sing.  They gossip.  They tell 

jokes. 

The slaves take their sweet time 

getting the job done.

An overseer is wise to button his lip 

and hide his whip.

Europeans envisioned the Americas 

as producers of raw material for the 

factories of Europe to be exchanged 

for luxury goods produced in the 

factories of Asia.

Prices for raw material were usually 

low.
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American farmers bought large 

amounts of land with the hope that 

quantity could beat the colonial 

economic system of buy-low-pay-

high.

Many farmers bought large amounts 

of land when current prices for raw 

materials were high.

When prices for raw materials 

dropped, as they could be predicted 

to drop, farmers couldn’t make their 

payments on their land.

The US government had originally 

sold farm-size tracts of public lands 

on credit to farmers.

But the rollercoaster economy of 

boom and bust put the federal 

government in the awkward position 

of having to foreclose on its citizens;.

Government needed the good will of 

its yoemen for purposes of war and 

taxation.

Private bankers stepped in when the 

US government refused to sell public 

lands on credit.
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Private bankers stepped into farm 

loans when the US government 

stepped out.

Elected officials and the civil lists 

maintained good relations with 

farmers, and private bankers became 

the bad guys.

But private bankers used tax 

revenues on deposit in their bank 

and borrowed tax revenues to make 

their loans to farmers.

Government officials were still the 

bad guys behind foreclosures.

Plantation owners sometimes had to 

sell slaves to make ends meet.

An economic bust for one slaveowner

was an economic bust for all.

It was difficult to sell excess and 

unsupportable slaves.

Some slaves were destined to defy 

authority more than others.

Plantation owners put discipline 

problems up for sale so they they 

wouldn’t be a bad influence on other 

slaves.
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In a society where men became 

experts on horseflesh, they would 

also become experts on slaveflesh.

It was difficult for slaveowners to 

dump their problems on other

slaveowners.

Perhaps, if a man could get a slave as 

defective goods at a bargain 

basement price, he might take the 

risk if he was confident of his ability 

to beat the slave into compliance.

It probably happened rarely.

In the 1920s, minstrels entertained 

whites and blacks alike with black-

face songs and farces of the happy 

life back on the plantation.

They were closer to the truth than 

Harriet Beecher Stowe in her 

warmongering Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

The Debates of the US Senate (Third 

Congress, First Session, 1794 

February-March) include several 

pages with the header, ‘Contested 

Seat of Gallatin’.
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You might be happy to know that 

although Gallatin lost his contest for 

a seat in the US Senate, he soon 

became the US Treasurer and in 

charge of the sale of US public lands 

to farmers, some of which land 

would be divided into little urban lots 

as constricting as the hovels of 

plantation slaves, but without the big 

plantation to roam free on.

The argument against Gallatin’s 

election is that he wasn’t a citizen of 

the state that elected him to the 

Senate.

Gallatin and his supporters were 

outraged.  Gallatin had migrated to 

the US from Switzerland as a young 

man, quite a few years before the US 

revolution.

He was sponsored by Swiss investors 

who gave him a large sum of money 

to spend on public lands.

Gallatin was an active supporter of 

the revolution and performed many 

services.

Other US inhabitants were

grandfathered into US citizenship just 

by being on US soil during the 

revolution.
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Why not Gallatin?

The debate was complex and 

informative.

It seems that Gallatin might not have 

spent enough time or bought enough 

land in Virginia to qualify for Virginia 

citizenship, and it was in Virginia that 

he ran for Congress.

The Gallatin case might fall within a 

cluster of cases in the courts as well 

as the historical record of various 

legislatures that they engineered to 

lose on purpose to make a point and 

gain some kind of benefit or 

advantage.

One of the debaters mentioned, 

entirely irrelevantly, that in the 

Republic of Ancient Greece, problems 

would arise from time-to-time when 

the Plutocrats who were the

slaveowners and only people 

qualified to vote in that Senate 

thought they could gain an advantage 

if they extended their franchise to 

their slaves, temporarily.

Once the Plutocrats got the voter 

turnout and election outcome they 

wanted, the slaves lost their franchise 

and life went back to normal.
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Mexico has had several revolutions 

and none of them emancipated 

Mexican slaves.

Both revolutions occurred before the 

US Civil War.

One revolution liberated Mexico 

from Spain; and the other from 

France.

Mexico could then be called 

independent.

However, the ratio of plutocratic and 

middleclass landowners to slaves and 

small family farmers was even lower 

than the 5:95 it became in the 1900s.

The 5-% and the 95+% were as 

dependent on each other after 

revolution as before.

After revolution, Mexican slaves got 

increasingly numerous, lazy, 

incompetent, gossipy and

pranksterish, as well as threatening, 

as slaves have been known to get 

world-wide, including slaves in the 

American South.

Plantations, fincas, and estacions are 

all destined to become welfare 

states, with debits greater than 

credits to the corporation books.
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In the 1860s there were still a few 

places in the world to unload 

worthless slaves and even an outside 

chance of making them productive.

In the 1920s there was nowhere.

This is why the emancipation of 

Mexican slaves followed a different 

course than the emancipation of 

American slaves.

American slaves could buy land in 

Oklahoma and support themselves.

The 5-% of Mexicans owned 95+% of 

the land with deeds dating back to 

Columbus.

The 5-% of Mexicans who owned land 

were the equivalent of the plutocrats 

of the ancient Greek republic.

They were an educated people and 

you can tell they read the classics as 

well as the debates of early US 

Congresses by what they did.

When they were only the people 

qualified to vote, they organized a 

political party and threw the word 

revolutionary into the name of it.

It’s known as PRI, for short.
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The Plutocrats created an election 

platform.

One of the planks was that PRI would 

seize the Mexican plantations if 

elected, and divide plantation land 

among the agricultural laborers on 

the particular plantation.

Then the Plutocrats voted in the 

private club they passed off as a 

legislature to give the franchise to 

their agricultural slaves.

The outcome of the election was 

predictable.

The plantation slaves voted to divided 

plantation land among themselves; 

and then each set up as a family 

farmer.

They continued to live in clusters of 

hovels as they had when they were 

slaves.

They continued to get up and walk 

out to their distant fields only when 

absolutely necessary.

They continued to vote PRI.

But PRI was a wolf in sheep’s 

clothing.
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First, PRI dragged its heels on seizing 

plantations and distributing the 

acreage among the laborers.

A lot of land remained un-

redistributed as recently as the 

1960s, and a few slaves who took PRI 

seriously had to rise up on their own 

and seize the land, form a 

committee, and divide the land 

among themselves, much as the 

nomadic clans and tribes had done 

thousands of years before.

The most profitable farmland was

wheatfields in the north of Mexico 

just south of the US border.

No seizure and redistribution of the

wheatfields occurred because, with 

the invention of the McCormick 

reaper, wheat farming had to be very 

large scale to make a buck, and 

nobody in Mexico wanted to lose 

money on wheat.

The haciendas had grown staples in 

the diets of the 95+% pre-PRI landless 

slaves.

Haciendas grew corn, beans, chiles, 

rice, and cacti.
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According to a study by University of 

California researchers, the 

Rockefeller Foundation influenced 

PRI policies.

After PRI used agricultural slaves to 

get power and emancipate 

agricultural slaves, it was done with 

them.

PRI decided that it could stay in 

power forever on the vote of people 

who lived in urban slums.

Emancipated slaves would vote for 

PRI if prices were high on the staples 

of the Mexican diet.

The urban poor would vote for PRI if 

the prices were low.

Prices dropped.

PRI and the Rockefeller Foundation 

dispossessed emancipated 

agricultural slaves of their little family 

farms almost as soon as they were 

emancipated.

Mexican cities grew enormous and 

smog filled to the extent that 

smokestack industries were desirable.
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City and country mice alike turned to 

crime to make a living.  

They couldn’t care less which side of 

the border they committed their 

crimes on.

PRI and all other plutocrats knew 

that the majority of their compatriots 

were cowards.

They’d turn to alcohol and beat their 

wives rather than stage anything 

resembling a revolution that truly 

dispossessed the rich and equalized 

the distribution of wealth.

People are more the same than 

different world-wide.

A team of demographers learned not 

too long ago that despite the 

reputation of the Irish for breeding 

like flies and festering in slums, the 

population of Ireland had remained 

stable for many decades if not 

centuries.

This is because the legendary high 

birth rate was limited to indigent 

drunks and their wives.

The majority of Irishmen and women 

chose to have no children at all.
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Irish bachelors and spinsters are the 

more accurate stereotype for the 

population of the Emerald Isle.

You can see why drunken fathers and 

slatternly mothers would lead to a 

very low rate of matrimony and birth 

among their children.

A large but still smallish group of 

drunken Irishmen made the first 

group migration to Chicago.

They were recruited to dig the ditch 

that would become the first of two I-

M canals.

They worked drunk and they got 

injured a lot on and off the job.

They gave Irish workers a bad 

reputation, but they did eventually 

bring over their women and have 

children, and these children needed 

employment so they wouldn’t go on 

the dole.

King Henry VIII of England had gotten 

married seven times in what turned 

out to be a vain quest to find a 

woman who’d make him a son who’d 

make him a grandson who’d make 

him a great-grandson to keep the 

English crown in the family.
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A German girl made a son for Henry 

VIII.

He died young and without issue.

Henry’s daughters died without 

issue; and the English crown then 

went to the relatives of the German 

girl.

Her family were known as the House 

of Hanover.

Hanovers became kings of England 

for hundreds of years to come.

Thus, Germans became the second 

largest group of European migrants

druing the colonial era to the area 

that later became the United States.

John Jacob Astor, a German man in 

the fur trade, is the true founder of 

Chicago and his employees the first 

few inhabitants of the future city.

People of British descent who bought 

public land in Ohio sold it to German 

farmers, increasing the number of 

post-colonial German migrants to the 

United States as well as the number 

of people of German descent born on 

US soil.
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Germans and their children settled in 

all the Atlantic seaboard states 

before and after the American 

revolution.

The nation was more than 80% rural 

and agricultural until the 1920s.

When the number of farmchildren

exceeded the capacity of the farms 

to support succeeding generations, 

they migrated west.

This was as true of the British 

families as the German, French, 

Scandinavian, Dutch, and other 

nationalities that settled the US.

It was inevitable that Germans would 

move to Chicago when it was little.

It was inevitable that when

farmchildren of every descent bought 

public land in Chicago with the intent 

to get rich, that they’d think of 

Germany as a place to send agents to 

recruit migrants for the factories that 

would be the excuse to divide and sell 

urban quarter sections is tiny little 

lots.

Migrants to Chicago from everywhere 

got the vote quickly.

They’ve voted in the best interests of 

the rich ever since.
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Germany wasn’t a nation when most 

Germans migrated to the Americas.

Germany was a group of 

principalities under the control of the 

Hapsburg family that ruled Austria 

and the Austrian Empire.

Protestant revolutions occurred first 

in the German principalities, 

including Bohemia, though Bohemia 

was eventually subsumed by Austria 

and not the German state.

The Hapsburgs were hyper-bigots of 

the Roman Catholic religion; and 

Protestantism a reaction against 

them.

As such, Hapsburgs were responsible 

for the genocide of Europeans of 

every faith, as they threw wave after 

wave of Catholic armies against the 

Protestants to destroy them for 

thinking differently and wanting that 

elusive thing called independence.

Hapsburgs were undoubtedly 

responsible for the Inquisition that 

targeted Muslims and Jews in Spain.

Hapsburgs used the death of a lesser 

cousin as an excuse to involve most 

of the world in an ugly and very 

expensive war.
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Hapsburgs undoubtedly recruited 

Hitler out of Bohemia to execute his 

coup d’etat of the German state.

A biography of Franz Kafka informs 

us that German Jews had previously 

executed the industrial revolution in 

Prague and other parts of Bohemia.

They took beautiful girls from 

Czechoslovakian farms, ruined their 

health in the factories, made them 

ugly, and used the profits to spoil 

their wives and daughters.

Kafka’s father was one of the 

industrialists; and Kafka chose to die 

for his father’s sins in the Holocaust.

Non-idealists outnumber idealists; 

nonetheless, a significant number of 

European idealists had a significant 

impact on US history as well as world 

history.

Chicago leaders recruited Germans to 

build the city after the 1871 fire, but 

German idealism scared them.

Newspapers called Germans 

Bohemians, abbreviated to Bohunk, 

to discredit them.

Actual Anarchists were of many 

ethnicities and religions.
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One of the websites that reviewed 

the Haymarket Tragedy in Chicago in 

1886, noted that Albert Parsons had 

said he thought the Anarchist cause 

would fail, but he proceeded on its 

behalf anyway.

The fact is, Parons was wrong.

The Anarchist cause succeeded as if it 

was charmed.

Chicago Police officers were angry in 

1886 because they’d recently 

suffered a Socialist administration in 

Chicago government that expected 

them to work more than eight hours 

a day - and work diligently.

Chicago Police wanted the eight-hour 

day more than the Anarchists wanted 

it.

An eight-hour day also worked for 

industrialists.  Workers would report 

for duty in two shorter shifts instead 

of one long shift.

Workers would be less likely to make 

mistakes and suffer accidents on the 

job.

Workers would go home with smaller 

paychecks because the hourly wage 

would stay approximately the same 

when the number of weekly hours 

dropped.
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Smaller paychecks for laborers would 

lead to smaller savings and higher 

debts.

Eight-hour-day workers would have 

to sign for mortgages with bigger 

principles and longer terms to buy 

tenements and bungalows.

Though they’d eventually pay off the 

mortgage about the time they 

retired, they’d support the local civil 

lists through a property tax all their 

lives.

People who earned interest on the 

debt would be ecstatic.

The industrial revolution made 

industrial slaves pay for shelter that 

agricultural slaves got at no cost.

Workers were more enslaved than 

they’d been in the past.

Urban laborers had no vast estates to 

roam around in to escape 

overcrowded tenements and tightly 

packed bungalows in the suburbs of 

their day.

They had no fresh air to breath, and 

eventually no cows and chickens to 

help them be more independent for 

food.
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When Charles Dickens toured the 

New England mill towns, factory 

owners were middle class and 

optimistic about the effects of 

factory employment on farm girls.

The girls’ families were self-sufficient 

and could support the girls without 

their outside employment.

The girls worked to fill their hope 

chests and provide themselves with 

dowries.

They’d stop working in factories 

when they got married and had 

children.

While they worked 10-12 hour days, 

they lived in dormitories.

Millowners and local do-gooders

established night schools for the girls 

to better their minds so they 

wouldn’t turn to prostitution and 

drink.

The optimists believed or pretended 

to believe that industrial slavery 

would elevate the human race above 

the primitive and near-animalistic 

lives of agricultural slaves.
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The outcome of Haymarket was the 

institution of mammoth labor unions.

The problem of the unions is the 

same as the problem of 

representative democracy.

Unions concentrate the power 

created by the rights of a large 

number of people (workers) into the 

control of a small number of people 

(union administrators).

The greater the power and the 

smaller the number of people who 

wield it, the easier it is to corrupt the 

power.

In modern America, the typical 

woman who wants a house and 

children is trapped in marriage to a 

man who is far more like than unlike 

the men of the most primitive and 

remote tribes of equatorial regions 

that encircle the earth.

He invents more excuses for why 

men should sit around most of the 

hours of the week chewing the fat 

with other men, when he isn’t getting 

paid to do something that doesn’t 

need doing.
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The outcome of Haymarket was the 

institution of mammoth labor unions.

The problem of the unions is the 

same as the problem of 

representative democracy.

Unions concentrate the power 

created by the rights of a large 

number of people (workers) into the 

control of a small number of people 

(union administrators).

The greater the power and the 

smaller the number of people who 

wield it, the easier it is to corrupt the 

power.

In modern America, the typical 

woman who wants a house and 

children is trapped in marriage to a 

man who is far more like than unlike 

the men of the most primitive and 

remote tribes of equatorial regions 

that encircle the earth.

He invents excuses to explain why 

men should sit around most of the 

hours of the week chewing the fat 

with other men talking about things 

too esoteric for women to 

understand, making decisions women 

are too stupid to make.
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Men have done an outstanding job of 

inventing jobs that don’t need doing, 

but do give them more wives.

Executives get secretaries, 

administrative assistants, interns, file 

clerks, etc.

Kitchens that mass-produce meals 

get slicers, dicers, peelers, fryers, and 

women who work the counter, all 

under the domination of the male 

head of food services.

Union organizers need women to 

book travel, put chocolate on the 

motel pillow, clean the toilet, 

produce brochures, etc.

Men who won’t go to church will buy 

large screen tvs and pay through the 

nose for premium services so they 

can watch the games.

They’d rather lose money on sports 

betting than spend money on 

automatic dishwashers, iceboxes that 

think for themselves and the many 

other devices that are alleged to save 

women from the work historically 

assigned to women.

But women have to work overtime to 

pay for the machines and the men 

who repair them.
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In the long run, a guy who sits on his 

haunches - covered only by a loin 

cloth while he carves another statue 

of a voodoo god to overawe the 

women - is about the same as a guy 

who strips down to his boxers and 

yells at the tv, as if it matters in the 

least to people who matter the most 

that guys can jump high and grunt.

The Anarchists were intellectuals and 

artists.

They weren’t going for what they got.

Big unions got labor a lot of free time 

that labor doesn’t  spend wisely.

Police wanted the biggest plank on 

the Anarchist platform.

It’s hard to say why police strung the 

Anarchists up on a scaffold and 

dropped the bottom out from under 

them.

Materials are presented for educational purposes only.

Author isn’t an attorney and doesn’t intend the materials to replace the services of licensed attorneys.

Laurel Lee

Time For Democracy

Box 471127

Chicago, IL  60647-1127.

Background:

Details of upper story windows of apartment building.  18th Street (700 block) at Halsted (800W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois  (2007 December 13)



slide 179 of 239

Thomas Edison followed Cyrus 

McCormick by one generation.

They have in common that their 

fathers owned the town water mill.

A McCormick ancestor migrated to 

the future United States from 

Scotland.

An Edison ancestor migrated to 

Canada from Scotland or Holland.

American revolutionaries had sent 

agents to Canada to foment 

revolution against England.

The Canadian revolutionaries were 

unsuccessful and made themselves 

vulnerable to execution for treason.

Edison’s father was some kind of 

political activist and came to the 

United States to escap the 

consequences.  

Thomas was his youngest child.  It’s 

possible that the elder Edison was old 

enough to have been part of the 

failed American revolution in Canada.

Revolutionaries often beget

mercenery conservatives; as Thomas 

most probably was.
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The McCormicks used their 

intelligence to invent, produce and 

perfect a single type of machine that 

they marketed as a labor-saving 

device, but functioned as a device 

that encouraged farmers to buy 

more land than they could afford.

Edison used his intelligence to 

produce patents.

His first invention was a tickertape 

machine and Wall Street brokers his 

only possible customers.

The quicker a broker got stock prices 

the easier he could buy and sell for a 

profit, playing the points.

Edison rolled the profits of the 

tickertape patent into a factory for 

inventing.

He hired men of scientific genius to 

do the inventing.

He hired Latimer, an African-

American man with a genius for 

business, to handle the patents.

Then Edison and his team set to 

work.
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Edison’s invention factory worked 

almost entirely on electronics.

The factory’s products have in 

common that they facilitate 

communication.

The communication they facilitate 

can be used for propaganda and 

brainwashing purposes.

Lightbulbs allow people to use their 

evening leisure to read newspapers, 

magazines and books, all of which 

can juxtapose lies and truth in ways 

that convince a person of common 

sense that fiction is fact and bad is 

good.

The Edison factory made the first 

motion picture camera and projector.

The Edison team was instrumental in 

the development of telegraph, 

teletype, telephone, radio and 

television machines.

If Big Brother could use a device to 

keep the common people under 

control, the Edison team worked 24/7 

to beat out other inventors in the 

competition for the prize for that 

particular invention.
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When fewer people inhabited the 

world. it was easier for an ambitious 

poor boy to find out who to go to for 

advice on how to get rich.

When Edison was a child, he sold 

newspapers on a train.

It’s possible he made his connection 

at that time.

Amsterdam is still a place to go to get 

money for a start-up, especially if it 

will sell raw material from a former 

colony that’s been moving slow.

It’s possible that wealthy Dutch and 

Scottish men looked out for their 

own.

Edison didn’t just learn that patents 

are a rich lode to mine.

He knew which patents offered the 

highest yield.

Then he had something to sell to the 

industrialists of his era, and more 

famous friends than he knew what to 

do with.
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Stock Markets are an interresting

phenomenon.

They originated in Holland at about 

the same time as Europeans 

developed colonial empires.

England was like Holland’s bratty 

little brother.

England had to have a stock market 

because Holland had one.

Then the American colonies had to 

have Wall Street, which blends both 

the European markets and is alleged 

to be far more dishonest than either.

The fundamental principles of the 

United States government require all 

its agencies to have no concern 

except the welfare of the common 

people.

Democratic government exists to 

protect common people from rich 

people; it doesn’t exist to make rich 

people rich.

Therefore, it has always been more 

than a little inappropriate for various 

levels of US government to grant 

corporate charters to investment 

firms, as well as many of the allegedly 

productive enterprises they sell stock 

for.
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The purpose of a stock issue is to 

raise capital to build a factory to 

produce items that make life better.

A bank loan can do the same.

Bank officers who can suffer 

consequences for losing their 

depositors’ money will almost 

certainly make better choices about 

which companies to finance and 

which not.

The loan stays with the company, 

where it does what stocks are 

supposed to do.

Stocks, on the other hand, can be 

traded several times a day, for gain or 

loss, depending on what the 

tickertape says.

People who buy the original stock 

issue don’t commit to the company 

that issues the stock.

They commit to an increase of their 

personal wealth.

The market value of a stock can be 

wildly divergent from the actual 

productivity of the company.
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If people can get rich playing the 

points on the market, it is in their 

interest, but not the company’s

interestl, and not the common 

people’s interest, to bid a stock up, 

bamboozle naïve investors, pocket 

the money, and then let the stock 

value drop.

It’s a form of thievery and it can 

destroy local and national economies 

over and over again.

Inside traders have played the same 

game over and over again.

Dutch traders sold stock for Brazilian 

companies that never started up.

American traders sold stock for four 

railroad companies on the same line, 

when a state legislature could charter 

only one.

Agricultural slaves had gotten what 

little money they could over the 

years, and buried it in the fields to 

save it from invaders.

Stock traders were experts at getting 

poor widows to dig up their dead 

husband’s savings and gamble it on a 

sure thing, only to lose it.
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Edison lived among rapacious men 

and worked for their benefit.

Keep this in mind every time the tv

news says it’s a good time to buy 

stock because the market is low.

The market can go even lower.

Somebody else pockets the 

difference between what you paid 

and what somebody pays you when 

you sell for a loss.

Millions of baby-boomers saw their 

retirement savings disappear.

But assets don’t just disappear.

They go into the accounts of many 

people, only a few of whom have 

been indicted and convicted of theft., 

I don’t like Edison because he married 

a young woman from his village when 

he was young.

She had two sons and then died of 

neglect while Edison stayed up all 

night inventing.

Edison’s higher status made him 

eligible to marry the daughter of a 

rich man, which he did and he had 

more children by her.
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Edison’s sons by his first marriage 

were bitter.

He disinherited them.

The story doesn’t say if he did so on 

his own advice, or the advice of his 

second wife whose greed for her 

own children knew no bounds.

The factory towns that mass 

produce the many inventions are 

slave camps.

Pharoah would be proud if they were 

his.

Anarchists yearned for the easy life of 

the plantations.

The hard life of industrial cities 

flummoxed them.

More job descriptions than ever 

before stood between an individual 

and and his direct relationship with 

nature.

Anarchists wanted what people can’t 

have.

They wanted personal independence 

and social security, both at the same 

time.
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Boban Ilie statue.  Included in Suite Home Chicago urban art exhibit (2001 June-September).  Halsted (800W) at Walnut (230N).  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).

Artwork copyrighted by City of Chicago.

Suite Home Chicago trademark protected.
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Boban Ilie statue.  Included in Suite Home Chicago urban art exhibit (2001 June-September). Halsted (800W) at Walnut (230N).  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).

Artwork copyrighted by City of Chicago.

Suite Home Chicago trademark protected.
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northeast corner at   and Desplaines.  Chicago, Illinois (2014 March 31).
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Glossops Street Guide, Strangers’ Directory and Hotel Manual of Chicago (1883).

Source:

Tappan Presbyterian Association Library

presented by Honorable D. Bethune Duffield

from library of Reverend George Duffield, D.D.

Digitalized by Google 

http://books.google.com/
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Glossops Street Guide, Strangers’ Directory and Hotel Manual of Chicago (1883).

Source:

Tappan Presbyterian Association Library

presented by Honorable D. Bethune Duffield

from library of Reverend George Duffield, D.D.

Digitalized by Google 

http://books.google.com/
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Glossops Street Guide, Strangers’ Directory and Hotel Manual of Chicago (1883).

Source:

Tappan Presbyterian Association Library

presented by Honorable D. Bethune Duffield

from library of Reverend George Duffield, D.D.

Digitalized by Google 

http://books.google.com/
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Glossops Street Guide, Strangers’ Directory and Hotel Manual of Chicago (1883).

Source:

Tappan Presbyterian Association Library

presented by Honorable D. Bethune Duffield

from library of Reverend George Duffield, D.D.

Digitalized by Google 

http://books.google.com/
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Nuclear Reaction memorial (Chicago Landmark).  University of Chicago Library.  Ellis 5600S.  Chicago, Illinois (2013 December 19).

Site of the first self-sustaining controlled nuclear chain reaction (1942 December 2).

Physicist Enrico Fermi and his colleagues established the first self-sustaining controlled nuclear chain reaction in makeshift laboratories constructed under the grandstands of Stagg Field 

Stadium on December 2, 1942.  The success of this experiment ushered in the atomic age, opening tremendous potential to modern science.  Designated a Chicago Landmark on 

October 27, 1971, by the City Council of Chicago.  Richard J. Daley, Mayor.
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Lessing statue.  55th Street at Cottage Grove.  Chicago, Illinois.  (2013 December 13).

Gotthold Ephraim Lessing (22 January 1729 – 15 February 1781) was a German writer, philosopher, dramatist, publicist and art critic, and one of the most outstanding representatives of 

the Enlightenment era. His plays and theoretical writings substantially influenced the development of German literature. He is widely considered by theatre historians to be the first

dramaturg.

Lessing was born in Kamenz, a small town in Saxony. His father was a clergyman and the author of theological writings. After visiting Latin School in Kamenz (from 1737 onwards) and 

the Fürstenschule St. Afra in Meissen (from 1741 onwards) he studied theology and medicine in Leipzig (1746–1748).  From 1748 to 1760 he lived in Leipzig and Berlin and worked as 

reviewer and editor for, amongst others, the Vossische Zeitung. In 1752 he took his Master's degree in Wittenberg. From 1760 to 1765 he worked in Breslau (now Wrocław) as secretary 

to General Tauentzien. In 1765 he returned to Berlin, only to leave again in 1767 to work for three years as a dramaturg and adviser at the Hamburg National Theatre, whose main backer 

was Abel Seyler, a former currency speculator who since became known as "the leading patron of German theatre."There he met Eva König, his future wife. His work in Hamburg formed 

the basis of his pioneering work on drama, titled Hamburgische Dramaturgie.  In 1770 Lessing became librarian at the ducal library, now the Herzog August Library (Herzog-August-

Bibliothek, Bibliotheca Augusta), in Wolfenbüttel. His tenure there was energetic, if interrupted by many journeys. In 1775, for example, he journeyed to Italy accompanying Prince 

Leopold.

In his religious and philosophical writings he defended the faithful Christian's right for freedom of thought. He argued against the belief in revelation and the holding on to a literal 

interpretation of the Bible by the predominant orthodox doctrine through a problem later to be called Lessing's Ditch. Lessing outlined the concept of the religious "Proof of Power": How 

can miracles continue to be used as a base for Christianity when we have no proof of miracles? Historical truths which are in doubt cannot be used to prove metaphysical truths (such as 

God's existence). As Lessing says it: "That, then, is the ugly great ditch which I cannot cross, however often and however earnestly I have tried to make that leap." (Source: "On the proof 

of the spirit and of power," Lessing: Philosophical and theological writings, p. 87. H. B. Nisbet (translator and editor), Cambridge University Press, 2005).  As a child of the Enlightenment 

he trusted in a "Christianity of Reason", which oriented itself by the spirit of religion. He believed that human reason (initiated by criticism and dissent) would develop, even without help by 

a divine revelation.  In addition, he spoke up for tolerance of the other world religions in many arguments with representatives of the predominant schools of thought (e.g. within the "Anti-

Goeze"). He also worked this position into his dramatic work (in Nathan der Weise) when he was forbidden to publish further theoretical writings. In his writing The Education of 

Humankind (Die Erziehung des Menschengeschlechts) he extensively and coherently lays out his position.  The idea of freedom (for the theatre against the dominance of its French

model; for religion from the church's dogma) is his central theme throughout his life. Therefore he also stood up for the liberation of the upcoming middle and upper class from the nobility 

making up their minds for them.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gotthold_Ephraim_Lessing
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CHICAGO POLICE & THE AFTERLIFE

The problem at Haymarket in 1886 

might have been as simple as the 

large amount of lead inside and 

outside the buildings.

Lead functions as a poison in human 

bodies because a molecule of lead is 

similar enough to a molecule of 

calcium to fool calcium receptors 

during biochemical processes.

If lead is in the blood, cells that want 

calcium get lead instead.

People with lead poisoning are 

depressed one minute and violently 

enraged the next.

They have short attention spans, 

severe learning disabilities and will 

often act like they’re intellectually 

retarded.

The bullets of the 1800s were made 

of lead.

To handle bullets as a police officer 

and/or a soldier was bad enough.

To get punctured by a bullet was 

worse.
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Businesses on the blocks closest to 

the Haymarket Police Station 

included several manufacturers and 

purveyors of non-weapon lead 

products.

A shot tower sat at the southwest 

corner of Fulton and Clinton - a 

couple blocks northeast of the 

Haymarket Police Station.

Our ancestors made bullets by 

melting lead in buckets, which they 

hauled up the stairs of a shot tower. 

When they got to the top, they 

dropped liquid lead by the spoonful 

over the rail.

The drops hardened to bullets before 

they hit the ground.

You have probably never met a child 

who didn’t enjoy throwing spitballs, 

bricks and other items off roofs.

It’s highly unlikely that even one male 

member of the species in the area 

around the shot tower had not 

begged to get to the top of that 

tower and throw down the lead.

Making bullets might have been one 

of the perks of a Chicago Police 

Department uniform, badge and gun.
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Lead-induced insanity shaped the 

corporate culture of police.

They had no way of knowing, being 

functionally retarded.

Not knowing the origin of their 

practices, why would they consider 

reforming, even now?

The most reasonable and democratic 

precursor for an urban US police 

officer’s job slot and description is 

the lamplighter of colonial towns.

The work of most townspeople 

required sophisticated skills and 

immense concentration.

For example, one of Ben Franklin’s 

many younger siblings fell in a vat of 

boiling wax and died during a 

momentary lapse of his mother’s 

ability to multi-task in the family’s 

candle-making business.

Colonial and revolutionary people 

didn’t need overgrown punks playing 

with the siren and running red lights 

in a squad car while the sun shines.

They needed men who’d stay awake 

and be vigilant nights so everybody 

else could stay awake and be vigilant 

days - men who were familiar with 

and respected the people they were 

hired to protect.
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Jews still tell the story of an event 

that occurred many years before the 

birth of Jesus.

Rome conquered Israel.

As is true of most conquests that 

lead to the exploitation of the 

common people, there was a 

suspicion that some of the Jewish 

leadership had cut a deal with the 

Romans that would give them 

personal profit and privileges.

A revolutionary spirit developed 

among the Jews.

Imperialists and fifth columnists 

always have their ear to the rail.

They can hear a revolution in the far 

distance, long before it gets to the 

station.

For this reason, good faith 

revolutionaries don’t have a 

snowball’s chance in hell of unseating 

their cruel and greedy overlords, both 

those that are native and those that 

are foreign-born.

Indeed, imperialists will often script 

and stage a fake revolution to 

upstage a real one; and convince the 

people that they won what they lost. 

Materials are presented for educational purposes only.

Author isn’t an attorney and doesn’t intend the materials to replace the services of licensed attorneys.

Laurel Lee

Time For Democracy

Box 471127

Chicago, IL  60647-1127.

Background:

Details of upper story windows of apartment building.  18th Street (700 block) at Halsted (800W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois  (2007 December 13)



slide 201 of 239

Bonafide Jewish revolutionaries 

found themselves being chased 

down like dogs by Roman soldiers.

They ran to the top of a mountain, 

every side of which was as steep as a 

cliff.

The mountain was named Masada

and the revolutionaries hoped they 

would be safe on its height.

But the clever Romans captured and 

enslaved other Jews in a kind of 

Army Corps of Engineers.

Day after day, under the sting of 

whips, Jewish slaves built a causeway 

up the mountainside

When they finished, the Roman 

legion would stroll on up and destroy 

the revolution.

What could the revolutionaries do?

Kill their own people when their goal 

was to liberate their people?

They didn’t think so; and they chose 

to jump off a cliff rather than wait for 

the slaughter.
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Several commonalities in the early 

lives of many candidates for the 

Chicago Police Academy make the 

officers easy to turn against their 

own people.

A Chicago High School teacher 

compiled the statistics of 

teacher:student ratios in Chicago 

schools year by year in a book she 

published in the 1970s.

Even though the ratio of teachers to 

students fell by 300% during the 

years between 1833 and the 1970s, 

Chicagoans of the present read, 

comprehend and compute no better 

in the present than they did in 1886.

A person who wants to know the 

statistics of class size can refer to 

Mary Herrick’s book in the library and 

to Board of Education annual reports 

online that pick up where she left off.

An interested person can also 

calculate the ratio of the whole public 

school payroll against the whole 

population of the city, or the cost of 

public schools against the income of 

the population, using census data and 

tax revenue reports.
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A book of statistics about the Chicago 

Police Department similar to Mary 

Herrick’s book about the Chicago 

Public Schools doesn’t seem to exist.

Police Department books that 

contained their story on the 

Haymarket Massacre, were the 

closest I could find to compilations of 

Police Department statistics of the 

past.

Police history books that were 

prepared for other purposes from 

time to time used police station 

rosters as filler.

The ratio of police to people was easy 

to calculate for most of the decades 

of the police department because 

almost all functions of the 

department were performed by 

officers assigned to police stations.

In the years 1833-1970, the ratio of 

Chicago Police Department 

employees of all job descriptions in 

held steady at 1:1 (unit of people) 

until 1970-2000 when the ratio grew 

to 6:1.
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The ratio of police to people held 

steady at 1:1 between 1833 and 

1970 regardless of labor strife, 

conflict among immigrant groups, 

Prohibition, student protests, The 

Days Of Rage etc.

Then, the department created 

increasingly specialized job 

descriptions and housed them in 

separate facilities as well as police 

stations.

Emergency and non-emergency calls 

that had been answered in district 

stations were handled by special 911 

and 411 operators in new buildings.

Although the population of Chicago 

dropped dramatically 1970-2010, and 

you’d expect that less crowding and 

more dollars spent on education 

would mean less crime, apparently 

factors that should lead to less crime 

lead to more crime, judging by the 

police department payroll.

Because teachers don’t teach and 

police officers don’t police, the ratio 

of each profession to the populations 

they pretend to serve is irrelevant.

Other entities create whatever 

learning and peace occur in their 

communities
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From 1970-2010, the bottom line of 

Chicago population fell by about 

750,000.

District stations the size of three-flats 

were torn down 1970-2010 and 

replaced with flashy buildings about 

the same size of the many new 

schools that were going up at the 

same time.

The old stations had served the city 

throughout the in-migrations of Irish, 

German, Bohemian, Czech, Polish, 

Jewish concentration camp survivors, 

and southern blacks, 

The bottom line didn’t tell the story.

By 2010, several black neighborhoods 

were largely depopulated and looked 

like Dresden after World War II.

Whites fled Chicago by the hundreds 

of thousands, and Hispanics filled in 

where whites fled.

Though upwardly mobile young 

professionals moved into  

neighborhoods near the lake that 

succeeding waves of migrants had 

moved into before - and each migrant 

group inimical to the pre-existing 

population - the combination of 

population loss and transition from 

one race to another was unique.
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Indeed, whites fled because the first 

Hispanics on each block were 

obnoxious, and got worse when their 

compatriots moved into vacancies 

and gave them moral support.

Puerto Rican immigrants got a 

reputation for being extremely 

violent in the 1950s and 1960s, the 

first two decades they lived in 

Chicago.

Police appear to have developed 

their hands-off policy towards Puerto 

Ricans at that time, out of fear for 

their personal safety.

Puerto Ricans who lived in segregated 

neighborhoods by their own 

preference, got the idea that they’re 

above the law and can do anything 

they want.

Puerto Ricans were able to vote in 

Chicago elections, because US 

government officials blew off all 

precedents regarding citizenship and 

voting rights for territorials.

They called Puerto Rico a 

commonwealth, instead of a 

territory, as if it were Massachusetts 

before and after the revolution, or 

post-revolutionary Kentucky.

Materials are presented for educational purposes only.

Author isn’t an attorney and doesn’t intend the materials to replace the services of licensed attorneys.

Laurel Lee

Time For Democracy

Box 471127

Chicago, IL  60647-1127.

Background:

Details of upper story windows of apartment building.  18th Street (700 block) at Halsted (800W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois  (2007 December 13)



slide 207 of 239

Thus, Puerto Ricans who came to 

Chicago to exploit the welfare system 

voted in Chicago elections and 

achieved public office without 

fulfilling the requirement for US 

citizenship imposed on the citizens of 

other territories.

Puerto Ricans were supposed to vote 

for statehood to get US citizenship in 

Puerto Rico first; then exert a right to 

vote in elections on the mainland.

Long before Puerto Ricans arrived in 

Chicago, it was no secret that each of 

Chicago’s wards is an independent 

kingdom and each alderman a king.

Each king needs his men, like Louis 

XIV needed the Three Musketeers.

Chicago police are the kings’ men.

It’s possible that Puerto Rican 

aldermen meddle in Police 

Department business more than 

aldermen of other races and 

nationalities.

It’s also possible that the practices of 

Puerto Rican aldermen spread to 

Mexican-American aldermen, rather 

than vice versa, though small Mexican 

communities developed one and two 

generations earlier than the first 

Puerto Rican barrio.
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The cost of policing Chicago 

increased at the same time the 

Hispanic population increased.

A rumor circulated in the 1980s that 

linked Puerto Rican gangs to white 

non-Hispanic city officials.

The rumors said that when Richard 

Daley was Cook County State’s 

Attorney, he compromised his 

integrity in his relations with the 

Puerto Rican gangs.

Once they had their hooks in him, 

they made him a figurehead Mayor 

so they could run the city.

In support of the rumor is the fact 

that Puerto Ricans can travel into the 

United States without passing 

through US Customs, making Puerto 

Rico the most logical transfer point 

and Puerto Ricans the most logical 

mules for the Latin American cartels.

Chicago police have to charge people 

for drug trafficking.

If they owe their jobs to city officials 

with ties to certain gangs, it’s logical 

for the officials to micro-manage 

police work, offer up a few sacrificial 

lambs to be handled with kid gloves, 

and encourage police to charge 

innocent people.
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Another fact in support of the rumor 

is the outrageous inflation of Chicago 

real estate from the 1970s to the 

present time.

Chicago lost a lot of housing with the 

outflow of blacks and whites; and the 

bottom line of property tax revenue 

should have shrunk proportionately.

Spending and taxing increased, and 

did so on the strength of an alleged 

power of the Cook County Assessor 

to inflate the values of homes in 

areas where low wage Hispanic 

immigrants bought standing houses 

that were old and needed work.

Los Berrios, a Puerto Rican family, 

took control of the Assessor’s office.

Inflation occurred in a reciprocating 

pattern between Assessor and 

mortgage lenders.

The Assessor bases assessments of all 

houses of a certain type in a certain 

area on the actual selling price of as 

few as one or two of the same type in 

the same area.

One fraudulently inflated loan can 

activate the reciprocating  pattern of 

appraisals and assessments that leads 

to fraudulently inflated property 

taxes for all.
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Chicago houses changed owners 

rapidly.

Mortgage papers flew through the 

system.

The fraud required a huge source of 

capital.

Interest rates had to drop to lure low 

income people into loans with large 

principles.  

Low interest rates tend to attract 

extremely wealthy people who wish 

to perpetuate their fortunes and 

don’t need a large get-rich-quick 

interest rate on their investments. 

If certain mind-altering drugs weren’t 

contraband, the profit on their sale 

would probably be small; and drug 

cartels wouldn’t be wealthy.

But drug cartels are alleged to be very 

wealthy - and, likewise, the 2-3% of 

Latin-American populations that 

historically owned 95+% of the land.

Indeed, the cartels and the grandees 

could be one and the same.

Whether same or different, they’ve 

both had the capital to inflate real 

estate prices and taxes in Chicago, 

using ignorant migrants they forced 

across the border.
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Richard Daley appointed an 

executive of Banco Popular, of 

Puerto Rico, to the Chicago Board of 

Education where he could influence 

hiring and spending.

The same man was also appointed to 

the board of the Chicago Teachers’

Pension Fund.

The Pension Fund invested in real 

estate and created another 

reciprocal financial relationship.

The pension fund needed inflation.  

Teachers helped out by making 

inflationary demands on taxpayers. 

The illegality of certain mind altering 

substances is profitable to everybody 

employed in the War On Drugs.

While they’re employed, taxpayers 

finance most of the cost of war, and 

the sale of confiscated items only a 

little.

To revoke laws that criminalize 

people who manufacture, sell, buy 

hold and use the substances is to 

throw a small part of the population 

out of work; but to reduce taxes for 

everyone.
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Furthermore, when government 

employees have to seek jobs in the 

private sector, they are more likely to 

demand immigration reform that 

reserves US jobs to its deeply rooted 

citizens and sends the immigrants 

home, reducing many stresses on the 

economy and environment of the 

country.

Therefore, it’s a good idea to ask 

government officials which of the 

fundamental principles of democracy 

support the ban on some substances 

in preference to others.

Democracy grants each person the 

right to determine what he or she 

puts in his body.

If this weren’t true, rape wouldn’t be 

a crime, nor poisoning, nor pollution, 

nor high decibels and dirty words.

The power or right doesn’t exist that 

allows one individual to tell another 

person she must or must not use 

birth control pills, aspirin, itch cream, 

and the many pharmaceuticals that 

have negative side effects.

What the individual can’t do, the 

individual can’t empower 

government officials to do.
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Thus, the power or right of an 

individual to tell another person he 

may not smoke marijuana or snort 

cocaine doesn’t exist either.

The right to an individual’s life 

belongs to the individual and not to 

his neighbor.

The right to life argument for laws 

that ban some dangerous items but 

not all of them fails miserably in the 

United States.

The United States is a warrior nation, 

similar to the German principalities 

when the Austrian emperors 

controlled them.

The German princes conscripted their 

subjects and rented the armies to the 

Hapsburgs and other European 

monarchs.

The Prince of Hesse rented German 

soldiers to the English king to subdue 

the American revolutionaries.

American revolutionaries hired a 

military officers and soldiers from 

Prussia and other German 

principalities; and paid them in grants 

of public land whenever possible.
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The American government has sent 

American citizens into many wars.

The majority of the wars weren’t of, 

by and for Americans.

They were foreign wars.

But, unlike the German princes who 

were paid to send their people to 

war, American government officials 

incurred the debts of the foreign 

wars to which it sent its people.

The American people have paid for 

the loss of their men in service to 

foreign governments, when foreign 

governments should have paid them.

A government that is itself the cause 

of the death and injury of millions of 

its people and the desolation of their 

families is entirely unqualified to 

judge some substances too 

dangerous for unrestricted use and 

others not.

Every argument against the 

legalization of marijuana, cocaine, 

heroin and the other contraband 

substances is an argument against the 

US government itself.
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Edison’s electronic inventions and 

their improvements have been used 

to tell the people of the US many 

things that aren’t true.

Each lie is an excuse to raise taxes to 

finance jobs for people who live the 

lies.

In Chicago, cocaine busts are a public 

relations stunt to distract people 

from the many real wrongs police 

ignore and the state doesn’t 

prosecute.

Chicago police have played an 

important role in destabilizing 

established neighborhoods so that 

people who have no mortgages or 

small mortgages will have to get new 

mortgages and bigger mortgages on 

new houses in distant subdivisions to 

escape the trouble of a hostile 

migrant group.

New mortgages go on old houses in 

the established neighborhoods with 

the result that people who buy 

mortgage debt have a lot more debt 

to buy.
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While Mexican patricians have 

unloaded the people they have no 

use for in their countries, the quality 

of life has deteriorated in Chicago 

neighborhoods at the same that the 

selling prices of old houses dating 

back to the Gay 90s and Roaring 20s 

quadrupled. 

A minimum wage paycheck looks 

huge to poor Mexican farm boys.

Signing mortgage papers is a thrill to 

poor Mexicans because they can’t do 

the same in their homeland.

Juice loans are their only option 

there.

The cost of living in Chicago has gone 

up while the quality of life has gone 

down because international banks as 

well as local banks relaxed their 

conservative standards, if only for the 

fees they could demand for handling 

the fortunes of foreign investors.

I suspect that certain Chicago 

aldermen are bagmen for payoffs by 

international banks and their foreign 

investors.

They want Chicago neighborhoods to 

destabilize to increase investment 

opportunities; and aldermen divide 

the bag among the cops and other 

patronage workers.
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The players can make the same plays 

repeatedly on ever increasing swaths 

of land and for an almost infinite 

period of time.

Because McCormick invented the 

reaper and his successors improved 

it, farmers can harvest more cash 

crops from less land.

While Chicago is wasting away; the 

metropolitan area has metastasized 

and is consuming the farms.

It has been said that the more things 

change, the more they stay the 

same.

And likewise, people who don’t know 

history are doomed to repeat it.

The sad corollary to the second 

truism is that people who do know 

history are doomed to repeat it 

because the majority of people is so 

ignorant.

If you know what happened in 

Chicago in the 1880s, you can identify 

more recent manifestations.

If you know what’s happening in 

Chicago in the 1970s-2010s, you can 

read history and identify the older 

manifestations of the same pages in 

the same vicious playbook.

Jefferson mentioned that people of 

his era were all about the real estate.
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The players can make the same plays 

repeatedly on ever increasing swaths 

of land and for an almost infinite 

period of time.

Because McCormick invented the 

reaper and his successors improved 

it, farmers can harvest more cash 

crops from less land.

While Chicago is wasting away; the 

metropolitan area has metastasized 

and is consuming the farms.

It has been said that the more things 

change, the more they stay the 

same.

And likewise, people who don’t know 

history are doomed to repeat it.

The sad corollary to the second 

truism is that people who do know 

history are doomed to repeat it 

because the majority of people is so 

ignorant.

If you know what happened in 

Chicago in the 1880s, you can identify 

more recent manifestations.

If you know what’s happening in 

Chicago in the 1970s-2010s, you can 

read history and identify the older 

manifestations of the same pages in 

the same vicious playbook.
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Poor Hispanic immigrants didn’t 

learn American economic history 

before they crossed the border.

When real estate agents told them 

that houses for which they paid 

$300,000 would soon be worth much 

more, the immigrants didn’t know 

that every economic boom ends in a 

bust and foreclosures become 

common.

Real estate agents didn’t lie when 

they told immigrants that monthly 

mortgage payments are low even 

when the principal is high if the term 

is long and the interest rate drops by 

a tenth of a percent.

They even told the truth when they 

said city officials would look the other 

way if the buyer cut the house into 

apartments and rented one out.

Technically, real estate agents didn’t 

lie when they told low wage buyers 

that rental income would pay the 

mortgage.

But real estate agents omitted 

several numbers from their 

calculations - the high cost of heating, 

cooling, maintenance, repairs, 

renovations, and conversions -

- and the stress of putting too many 

people in too few rooms on little lots.

Materials are presented for educational purposes only.

Author isn’t an attorney and doesn’t intend the materials to replace the services of licensed attorneys.

Laurel Lee

Time For Democracy

Box 471127

Chicago, IL  60647-1127.

Background:

Details of upper story windows of apartment building.  18th Street (700 block) at Halsted (800W) (northeast corner).  Chicago, Illinois  (2007 December 13)



slide 220 of 239

When buyers converted single family 

homes to two flats and two flats to 

four flats; and parking became a 

problem, police didn’t ticket for 

illegal parking.

When immigrants swarmed outside 

and abused public ways, especially at 

the homes of a few remaining 

whites, police didn’t issue citations 

that would  protect whites and 

socialize Hispanics.

Humans have used differences of 

ethnicity, tribe, religion and race to 

punish strangers for the 

psychopathology of their own 

families for thousands of years.

Catholics had previously done to 

Protestants what Hispanics did to 

whites.

Scandinavians had done it to Anglos; 

Poles had done it to Germans; Italians 

had done it to Irish; and blacks had 

done it to Italians, Greeks and Jews.

South Asians did it to Serbians; 

Koreans to Russian Jews; Black 

Africans to Vietnamese; and Arabs to 

Poles.

The number of police officers kept 

rising, and likewise the number of 

people who left Chicago.
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If the state builds a highway, the 

highway is state property and the 

state can regulate it - and it’s 

reasonable for the state to educate 

and prosecute people who drive on 

state roads under the influence of 

chemicals that impair motor skills, 

sensory perceptions and judgment.

However, the state doesn’t build and 

own homes and private businesses 

and its jurisdiction stops at the lot 

line - the state’s only role is to 

protect the rights of the owner.

Furthermore, according to common 

law, private lot owners have fee 

simple over the abutting public ways.

The state has no true right to enact 

statutes that usurp the private 

ownership and regulation of public 

ways, lot by adjacent lot, especially 

when officials usurp private rights to 

pacify angry immigrants and buy their 

loyalty and votes at the expense of a 

preexisting population.
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The Chicago Police Department exists 

to stop trouble and prevent it.

When police officers do their jobs 

well, they make their jobs obsolete.

When police officers do their jobs 

poorly, three things happen:

(a) trouble increases;

(b) volunteers step in to stop trouble; 

(c) police take credit and demand pay 

hikes for the successes of the 

volunteers.

Therefore, from the perspective of a 

police officer, it is in his best interest 

to do a lousy job, day after day after 

day.
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Because the police officer is one of 

an alderman’s several Musketeers, 

it’s in the interest of everyone in the 

unit for all do a lousy job.

Their job security depends on it.

What’s good for people already 

employed by the police department 

can also be good for their siblings, 

cousins and friends who want the 

pay and benefits of police.

The more excuses the officers come 

up with to not do their jobs and stir 

up trouble among civilians, the more 

job opportunities they create.

In situations where officers should be 

proactive about seeing and acting 

against offenders, but don’t, victims 

and witnesses will often call the 

station.

As the call log gets longer and longer, 

like an adding machine tape, the 

district commander can use it to 

request more job slots and a bigger 

allowance.

The fact that Chicago police have 

figured this out is, perhaps, the only 

evidence of intelligence inside their 

skulls.
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Employees of the city’s Budget 

department function as a 

clearinghouse of data regarding all 

the people all the aldermen and their 

supporters want the city to pay.

The budget department writes the 

budget to say what elected officials 

want.

The Mayor presents the budget to 

the aldermen. 

The aldermen remember that they 

forgot this person or that.

The budget is revised, and the 

aldermen vote it into law.

The budget goes to the Cook County 

Treasurer who then divides it by the 

Recorder’s count of all the properties 

in the city multiplied by the 

Assessor’s valuation of each.

County officials have approved a 

separate budget.

The Treasurer performs the same 

functions on it for property owners in 

the city, suburbs and unincorporated 

areas.
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It is in the interest of city and county 

employees to fraudulently inflate the 

values of properties.

It’s in their interest to allow banks to 

borrow county revenues to make 

mortgage loans in support of the 

fraudulent values.

It’s in the interest of city and county 

employees and contractors to retard 

the deflation of fraudulently inflated 

property values when the bubble 

they create bursts.

Every foreclosure they forestall with 

tax-financed grants buys them votes 

at taxpayer expense.

And every tax-delinquent seizure they 

turn over to friends at a tiny fraction 

of assessed value, buys them votes at 

taxpayer expense.
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What motivates the people who do 

such things?

Starting with police officers and the 

justice system, I think the story is -

Every false arrest creates jobs for

(a) people who process the 

paperwork; 

(b) people who supply the people 

who process the paperwork such as 

computer experts and printers; 

(c) assistant state’s attorneys; 

(d) people who supply them; 

(e) a revolving door of judges, none 

of whom has an interest in reviewing 

the evidence for validity before 

signing the summons;

(f) the many ancillary staff members 

of the courtroom;

(g) a defense attorney; 

(h) the several members of the Cook 

County Sheriff’s office who will 

transport the defendant to and from 

jail and courts and other 

appointments and supervise the jail 

while he’s in it; 

(I) social workers and mental health 

professionals; 

(j) public aid employees; and 

(k) private attorneys and other 

lobbyists who decry the situation but 

have never moved to revoke it.

Reform is impossible.
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The problem boils down to a horde 

of people with incomes from tax 

revenues who sit in judgment on the 

hapless defendants on which they 

depend for their jobs.

Most of the people are Christian.

As many as 99% of them are Roman 

Catholic.

People who claim to have 

transcribed before and after the 

death of Jesus, the remarks he made 

while alive, claim that in the opinion 

of Jesus, nobody is qualified to cast 

the first stone.

If somebody does you wrong, you 

turn the other cheek and then you’re 

done with it.

Most religions promote similar 

doctrines - God and His equivalents 

have the monopoly on revenge.

Justice is the good life you make for 

yourself despite the existence of evil.

Chasing an offender through the 

courts is a bad life; and many 

offenders punish themselves.

Thieves fall out; Al Capone got 

syphilis and died an ugly death.
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Research into human personalities 

indicates that a normal child gets a 

conscience when he’s twelve.

However, the research has occurred 

in modern times.

Modern institutions may have 

altered the normal development of 

personality; and there is no baseline 

data going back to the Garden of 

Eden to say what is and isn’t normal.

People who claim that they believe in 

Original Sin hypothesize that children 

develop a conscience at age seven, 

and are then liable for their acts.

However, Christian missionaries 

who’ve been successful among 

cannibal tribess who eat other 

humans from childhood through old 

age, can’t honestly say cannibalism 

stopped when they gave tribesmen 

the blood of Jesus to drink and his 

flesh to eat - and institutionalized 

Jesus as the only scapegoat for all the 

wrongs of the whole human race.

I think a conscience is a function of 

high intelligence; and people along 

most of the Bell curve don’t get one -

you can achieve widespread and 

genuinely moral behavior only if you 

raise the intelligence of the general 

population.
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The terminology, institutions and 

practices of the criminal justice 

system in the United States in the 

2000s perpetuates the practices of 

the Christian kings in the 1000s.

Coroner means king’s man.

The lords of France and England were 

to the kings of France of England as 

slaves were to the owners of 

American plantations.

There were more lords than kings, 

and kings had to fight for survival.

Kings survived by developing a direct 

relationship with all the nation’s 

people, separate from the relation 

the people had with their lords.

A king assigned a coroner to the 

precinct of each lord.

It was the coroner’s job to encourage 

complaints against the lord of

scapegoating, false arrests, false 

imprisonments and false executions.

Sheriffs worked for lords and would 

be the chief object of a coroner’s 

inquiries and a king’s displeasure.
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Bailiffs pushed paper and collected 

rent, which was the equivalent of 

property taxes for the tenants of the 

lords. 

When the American Revolution 

ended, the lords who’d financed it to 

escape the prerogatives of their 

kings, wanted to retain all the power 

they’d had under monarchy and get 

more.

In their minds, the American 

Revolution was just another fake 

revolution.

The fundamental principles of the 

United States were throwaways.

Words are merely a device to support 

grandiose pretensions and greed; and 

the common people to be exploited 

are too ignorant to know one word 

from another.

The perpetuation of a counterfeit of a 

system of justice founded on 

monarchical principles has deprived 

the American people of the 

opportunity to create a system of 

justice founded on democratic 

principles.
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Police rosters for Chicago for the 

1800s and early 1900s indicate that 

most of the officers were Irish 

Catholic.

If they went to school, the nuns beat 

them with sticks.

The nuns gave the children an 

aversion to literacy that they were 

supposed to make them love.

The children were probably being 

whipped at home, and there was no 

escape from brutality for them.

The various boys who suffered such 

childhoods found each other - but 

not in a good way.

They formed gangs of cowardly 

bullies.

They were always larger and more 

numerous than their victim.

They used their power to do to others 

what had been done to them.
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Whatever part of a person’s 

personality forms when he is young, 

forms when he is little.

He might grow to be a six foot six 

inch tall, 250 pound giant but he 

developed his image of himself and 

others when he was three feet tall 

and people all around him were 

bigger.

A childish self image can last a 

person’s entire lifetime.

Because a giant of a man can see 

himself always as a child, he can 

always expect that other people are 

obligated to take care of him.

He will often attribute to government 

a concern for his welfare that his 

parents lacked.

If his parents played favorites with his 

sibling and he was never teacher’s 

pet, he will want retribution, and 

expect government to pay him 

reparations.
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Such men gravitate to jobs in the 

police department because of the 

characteristics of the work.

Each of many officers are one of the 

many overgrown boys who, in many 

ways, resemble the Lost Boys of 

Peter Pan.

They’d look for exciting adventure 

and play-act heroism, but never truly 

be heroes.

The conditions of their childhood 

separated them from mainstream 

children.

They weren’t exactly rejects, but they 

looked on middle America from the 

outside in.

All the measures applied to them said 

they were inferior.

They compensated by seeing 

themselves and the other members 

of their gang as superior.

They’d been judged in the past.  

In the future, as police, they’d do the 

judging and do it with a vengeance.
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They’d been baptised at birth, gone 

through catechism classes, been 

accepted in the church, went to 

confession and were forgiven.

But their comprehension was poor 

and they didn’t understand the 

rituals and dogma.

God forgave them when they were 

children, but people kept punishing 

them for doing wrong.

Guilt and punishment is what they 

got; and guilt and punishment is 

what they gave.

They punished innocent children and 

so what?  

Why should their acts make sense 

when the acts of other people didn’t?

Somewhere in the confusions of 

Chicago’s alcoholic Irish Catholic 

subculture, one or more police 

officers shot several Irish workers on 

strike at a McCormick Reaper plant.

The references I found online didn’t 

say if they were mainland Irish 

Catholics, North Ireland Catholics, or 

North Ireland Protestants (people 

called Scotch-Irish), like the 

McCormick family itself.
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A day after the killing of Irish 

workers, one of the most grandiose 

of police officers acted as though he 

was an officer in the military and 

other officers his troops.

He ordered the troops into war with 

the civilian population, a lot like the 

Roman soldiers in Jerusalem at the 

time Jesus died.

Then, in a fit of guilt sometimes 

referred to as ‘Catholic’, the officers 

shot each other.

They upstaged the working class 

dead of the day before and stole 

their status as victims.

It is typical of bullies and other 

manipulative psychopaths to blame 

their victim, and to discredit the 

witnesses of their wrongs.

In 1886, more than a few Irish police 

officers were immigrants.

They were being hypocritical and 

acting out a double standard when 

they criticized Anarchists for being 

foreign.

Haymarket highlighted the fact that 

the Chicago patronage system taxes 

productive and skilled labor to 

support worthless scumbags like the 

police.
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For their part, the police think 

they’ve beat the system, pulled one 

over, won the game, and outsmarted 

everyone else because they’ve 

escaped the difficult and necessary 

work of life.

They must be better than their 

drunken fathers because they don’t 

have to spend their days cooped up 

in a factory or slapping mortar on 

bricks like their fathers did.

The truth is, a kid who’s too messed 

up to learn how to read, write and do 

math well, is too messed up to do 

productive work well.

He can’t make it in the private sector.

His police paycheck is just another 

variation of a welfare check.

Because the check is guaranteed, as 

long as he treats an alderman like a 

king, its more like a social security 

check than a paycheck, and a police 

officer can drink his way through 

retirement.

He can be a drunk like his father; but 

because he’s smarter, he can beat up 

innocent people under color of law, 

while the other cops do the All-For-

One, One-For-All thing and protect 

him.
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The law is a written thing, and the 

people who enforce it must know 

how to read.

They must be able to read and 

comprehend well.

Nonetheless, law is an oral tradition 

in Chicago and the story changes as it 

passes as word of mouth from 

person to person, like gossip and 

non-documentary evidence.

I’ve seen an officer beam with pride 

like he’d aced a test when he 

sounded out the words in the 

summary of an ordinance in his 

handbook.

Many officers go to law school and 

become lawyers and even judges.

Some claim they do so because they 

didn’t like the outcome of the trials of 

people they’d arrested.

I don’t think lawyers have to be police 

officers first to disrespect the laws of 

the city and state as they’re written.

Lawyers lobby for laws; and 

legislators invite lawyers to write 

laws.
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Having written a law once, they 

assume they can write it again and 

again to suit themselves case by case 

Legislators approved their law once -

why bother legislators to approve it 

again?

Judges have been a scandal for a very 

long time.

When no amount of unofficial 

rewriting and misinterpretations can 

make a law say what a lawyer wants 

it to say on behalf of a client, and 

legislators refuse to enact the 

revision, lawyers ask judges to write 

an opinion.

The opinion is often so divergent 

from the law it pretends to interpret, 

that it constitutes law-making rather 

than law enforcement.

Lawyers and judges have turned the 

courts into a kind of catechism class 

where they recite the names and 

sometimes the gist of thousands of 

decisions judges have made to 

circumvent the law, though they can’t 

remember the content of the law 

itself.

They call the catechism case law.
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Lincoln complained in one of his 

presidential speeches that there are 

too many laws.

Though he said the laws should be 

weeded, pruned and simplified, 

there are more statutes now than 

before, and the law a thicker jungle.

Case law has increased at a faster 

rate than statutes.

When the laws exceed the capacity 

of people, including legal 

professionals, to read and 

comprehend them, the law is 

undemocratic - it isn’t of, by and for 

the people.

Apparently, following the Haymarket 

Tragedy, the Cook County State’s 

Attorney didn’t indict Chicago police 

officers for murdering factory 

workers and each other.

He chose instead to murder 

intelligent people with good reading 

and writing skills under color of law 

against the law.

The tragedy is long term.

It’s the dumbing down of America.

It starts with municipal police who 

want to think they’re better than 

people who are better than they.
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