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LEVI LEITER

AND GEORGE CURZON

Background: Chicago skyline from Planetarium point.

Materials are presented for  educational purposes only.
I’m not a licensed attorney and don’t intend the materials presented here to replace the services of licensed attorneys
I work alone on a small, fixed personal  income.  If you appreciate my work, take advantage of it, and are able, 
please make a financial contribution.(US Postal Service money order only) 

Laurel Lee
Time For Democracy

Chicago, IL  60647-1127
.
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Levi Leiter was Marshall Field’s 

business partner.  

His daughter Mary was born in 

Chicago in 1870.

Mary Leiter married George 

Nathaniel Curzon, an English 

lord, in 1895 and became 

Vicereine of India at age 28.

Mary Leiter Curzon then 

occupied the highest position 

that any American man or 

woman has ever held in the 

British Empire.

She bore 3 daughters and died 

at 36, mourned in 3 continents.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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On her father’s side, Mary 

Leiter’s American ancestry 

traced back to her great, great 

grandfather, Jacob Lyder, who 

emigrated to Pennsylvania from 

the German part of Switzerland 

around 1717.

Jacob Lyder was not a Dutch 

Calvinist, as Mary always 

believed. 

The tradition may have arisen 

because Jacob, like most 

emigrants of that period, 

embarked for America 

at Rotterdam.

Nor was Jacob Lyder Jewish, in 

spite of the many Semitic first 

names among his descendents.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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Jacob Lyder was a Mennonite, 

the Swiss Protestant sect 

whose members often referred 

to themselves as ‘a peculiar 

people’, dedicated to a simple 

farming life, and the avoidance 

of worldly pleasures. 

Levi Leiter came from 

Leitersburg, near Hagerstown 

in Maryland, just south of the 

Mason-Dixon line.  

His ancestors gave the village 

its name by the simple act of 

founding it.  

Above the roofs and scattered 

trees of Leitersburg rises the 

white spire of the Lutheran 

church, where the Leiters 

worshipped and some are 

buried.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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Levi Leiter’s education was 

little more than what the local 

school built by his father could 

offer, supplemented by what he 

heard and read at home.

His surroundings encouraged 

an open-air boyhood, but Levi 

wasn’t Tom Sawyer. 

At age 19 he left his home town 

for Springfield, Ohio.

He was 20 when he arrived in 

Chicago in 1854 and obtained 

employment with a firm of 

merchants.  

He’d had some commercial 

training from his father.

In Chicago, he began to learn 

the business of large-scale 

distribution.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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In 1833 the future city of 

Chicago had been marked out 

in rectangular lots which sold 

for $100 and multiplied in value 

150 times within 3 years.  

In 1854 the first grain elevators, 

meat-processing plants, 

slaughtering houses, lumber 

yards and factories of the 

metropolis were rising on the 

border of the lake and river.

Chicago became the market for 

the wheat, livestock and timber 

of a vast province. 

The city distributed agricultural 

gear and machinery, household 

goods and clothing needed by 

the fast expanding population 

of the plains.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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Levi met Marshall Field at the 

wholesale dry-goods firm of 

Cooley, Wadsworth & Company 

where they both worked.  

They formed a close friendship, 

and planned together how they 

could rise to become their own 

masters.  

It took them 8 years.

In 1863, when Cooley retired, 

Field, Leiter and John V. Farwell 

took over the assets of the 

business, with Leiter the junior 

partner.

In 1864, Field and Leiter 

quarrelled with Farwell.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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In 1865, the firm of Field, 

Palmer and Leiter came into 

existence when Potter Palmer 

sold his business to Field and 

Leiter and left $450,000 in it.  

Field and Leiter paid their share 

with bank loans of $370,000.

The first Marshall Field store on 

State Street burned in the 1871 

fire.  

Field and Leiter suffered no 

loss because the store was 

insured. 

The second Field and Leiter 

store on State Street, built in 

1873, burned in an 1878 fire.

The next Field and Leiter store 

was a palace that survived until 

they rebuilt it in 1902.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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Leiter was a speculator as well 

as a dealer in dry-goods.

He’d been investing his share 

of the profits of the store with 

acumen and stealth and buying 

real estate long before the fire.

The 1871 Chicago fire made or 

broke millionaires. 

It made Leiter.

He bought central lots when 

they were still cluttered with 

charred timbers, built some of 

the city’s most substantial 

buildings, and derived a 

princely revenue in rents alone.

Leiter did more than any other 

man to restore the city’s credit 

after the fire, to re-establish its 

business, and to foster its 

cultural life.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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Leiter never stood for public 

office, but his achievements 

and influence were at one time 

greater than the mayor’s.

The leaders of Chicago’s 

commerce were a plutocracy.

They were snobbish beyond 

any aristocracy because they 

had no fellow-feeling with the 

poor.

Mary Leiter grew up in luxury, 

and she spent all her life in 

luxury.

In 1882, when she was 11, she 

scribbled a play which shows 

that even at that age she was 

reaching towards Europe for 

romance richer than Chicago 

could provide.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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In 1881, Field and Leiter split; 

and in the same year the Leiters 

traveled to Europe and moved 

to Washington DC.

In 1882, Mary traveled to 

Europe again and spent time 

with her friend, Mary Edgar.   

In 1888, Mary debuted in 

Washington society and was 

the star of the social season.   

She socialized at the British 

legation and with the wife of 

President Cleveland and the 

wives of members of the 

Supreme Court and Cabinet. 

In 1890, she traveled to London 

where she visited great houses 

and socialized with lords and 

ladies.  

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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She wrote, ‘It delighted me to 

find that in England the higher 

the rank, the simpler and more 

unaffected the person is.’

She disliked young Frenchmen, 

‘because they are all such 

snobs.’

She met Lord Curzon, her 

future husband. 

The Curzon family had come to 

England from France as part of 

the Norman invasion.

The Prince of Wales introduced 

Mary to the German Kaiser, and 

they watched fireworks 

together.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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In 1891, Mary traveled to 

London again.

Her mother noted in her diary 

that the Princess of Wales 

talked to Mary but not to her at 

a Rothschild ball and also at 

Buckingham Palace.

In 1893, Mary and Lord Curzon 

passed each other like ships in 

the night on trips to Egypt.

They were engaged in Paris five 

days later.

Did Lord Curzon marry Miss 

Leiter for her money?  

Miss Mary Leiter had no money 

of her own, except the dowry 

her father would give at her 

marriage.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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Lord Curzon would inherit an 

estate valued at 450,000 pounds 

when his father died.  

The estate included 10,000 

acres with an annual rent of 

18,000 pounds.  

Lord Curzon’s father outlived 

Mary by 10 years, as things 

turned out.

Nicolson, Nigel (1977).  Mary Curzon, The story of the heiress from Chicago who married Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India.  New York/ 
Hagerstown/ San Francisco/ London: Harper & Row, Publishers. 
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Jenney, William Le Baron (architect). Leiter I Building, Monroe Street (200-208 West, at Monroe), Chicago, Cook County, IL. (1879, 1888). 
Documentation compiled after 1933. Demolished 1972.

Significance: The first Leiter Building, built in 1879, has been cited as a Chicago Architectural Landmark, "In recognition of its contribution 
towards the development of skeleton construction. Cast iron pilasters continue as columns from foundation to roof with widely spaced piers 
framing glass bays, which anticipate the steel cage of the Chicago School."

1. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer 21 July 1963 SOUTH AND EAST ELEVATIONS FROM 
SOUTHWEST
2. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer 7 August 1963 EXTERIOR - WINDOW DETAIL

Historic American Buildings Survey, creator
Survey number HABS IL-1021
Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
Digital ID http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.il0237
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Jenney, William Le Baron (architect). Leiter I Building, Monroe Street (200-208 West, at Monroe), Chicago, Cook County, IL. (1879, 1888). 
Documentation compiled after 1933. Demolished 1972.

Significance: The first Leiter Building, built in 1879, has been cited as a Chicago Architectural Landmark, "In recognition of its contribution 
towards the development of skeleton construction. Cast iron pilasters continue as columns from foundation to roof with widely spaced piers 
framing glass bays, which anticipate the steel cage of the Chicago School."

1. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer 21 July 1963 SOUTH AND EAST ELEVATIONS FROM 
SOUTHWEST
2. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer 7 August 1963 EXTERIOR - WINDOW DETAIL

Historic American Buildings Survey, creator
Survey number HABS IL-1021
Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
Digital ID http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.il0237
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Jenney, William Le Baron (architect). Leiter II Building,  State Street (403 South, at East Congress)Streets, Chicago, Cook County, IL

1891 initial construction
National Register #76000695

When the second Leiter Building was built, it was one of the largest commercial structures in the world. Jenney, the architect, had solved 
the technical problems of skeleton construction in the first Leiter Building and the Home Insurance Building; he revealed in the second
Leiter Building an understanding of its formal expression - his design is clear, confident and distinctive.

Also, Sears, Roebuck & Company Building

Survey number HABS IL-1022, HABS ILL,16-CHIG,24-
Historic American Buildings Survey, Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA.  ID 
#http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.il0057. 

http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0200/il0237/photos/060960pv.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0000/il0057/photos/060962pv.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0000/il0057/photos/060964pv.jpg

Photograph caption(s): 
1. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer July 1963 SOUTH (FRONT) AND WEST ELEVATIONS
2. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer August 1963 WEST (FRONT) ELEVATION
3. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer July 1963 INTERIOR - STAIR DETAIL
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Jenney, William Le Baron (architect). Leiter II Building,  State Street (403 South, at East Congress)Streets, Chicago, Cook County, IL

1891 initial construction
National Register #76000695

When the second Leiter Building was built, it was one of the largest commercial structures in the world. Jenney, the architect, had solved 
the technical problems of skeleton construction in the first Leiter Building and the Home Insurance Building; he revealed in the second
Leiter Building an understanding of its formal expression - his design is clear, confident and distinctive.

Also, Sears, Roebuck & Company Building

Survey number HABS IL-1022, HABS ILL,16-CHIG,24-
Historic American Buildings Survey, Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA.  ID 
#http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.il0057. 

http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0200/il0237/photos/060960pv.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0000/il0057/photos/060962pv.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0000/il0057/photos/060964pv.jpg

Photograph caption(s): 
1. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer July 1963 SOUTH (FRONT) AND WEST ELEVATIONS
2. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer August 1963 WEST (FRONT) ELEVATION
3. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer July 1963 INTERIOR - STAIR DETAIL
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http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0000/il0057/photos/060963pv.jpg
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Jenney, William Le Baron (architect). Leiter II Building,  State Street (403 South, at East Congress)Streets, Chicago, Cook County, IL

1891 initial construction
National Register #76000695

When the second Leiter Building was built, it was one of the largest commercial structures in the world. Jenney, the architect, had solved 
the technical problems of skeleton construction in the first Leiter Building and the Home Insurance Building; he revealed in the second
Leiter Building an understanding of its formal expression - his design is clear, confident and distinctive.

Also, Sears, Roebuck & Company Building

Survey number HABS IL-1022, HABS ILL,16-CHIG,24-
Historic American Buildings Survey, Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA.  ID 
#http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.il0057. 

http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0200/il0237/photos/060960pv.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0000/il0057/photos/060962pv.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/il/il0000/il0057/photos/060964pv.jpg

Photograph caption(s): 
1. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer July 1963 SOUTH (FRONT) AND WEST ELEVATIONS
2. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer August 1963 WEST (FRONT) ELEVATION
3. Historic American Buildings Survey Cervin Robinson, Photographer July 1963 INTERIOR - STAIR DETAIL
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Jenney, William LeBaron (architect).  Leiter II Building. 403 S. State Street, Chicago, Illinois.  Sears Roebuck Building later.

Industrial Chicago, The Building Interests, Volume 1.  Chicago: The Goodspeed Publishing Company (1891).
Scanned by University of Illinois Library, Urbana-Champaign.
Found at http://www.archive.org/details/industrialchicag01good.



23

In 1881, when the Leiter family 

moved to Washington DC, they 

entered the exclusive circle of 

official society there. 

They lived in the former home 

of James G. Blaine near DuPont 

Circle for several years.

The Leiters then built a massive 

mansion immediately on the 

socially exclusive DuPont 

Circle when the Blaine house 

wasn’t substantial enough to 

reflect their social status.

A 200-room hotel replaced the 

Leiter mansion later.

Found at http://weatherbeller.blogspot.com
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Mary Victoria Leiter learned and 

perfected the skills of dancing, 

singing, music and art, and 

studied French with a French 

governess at home to prepare 

for her Washington debut.

Her mother hired a Columbia 

University professor to teach 

her chemistry, history and 

math.

The Leiters cultivated Mary’s 

powers of observation and 

mental vision and made her 

charming to people with mature 

and brilliant intellect.

People said Mary was an equal 

in beauty and breeding, and a 

peer in manner and intellect, of 

of the daughters of east coast 

society families.

Found at http://weatherbeller.blogspot.com
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Mary’s closest friend was six 

years older than she and the 

wife of President Grover 

Cleveland, who was much older 

than both young women.

Mary had large grey eyes set in 

an oval face, glossy chestnut-

brown hair drawn back into a 

loose knot at the nape of her 

neck, and delicate hands and 

feet.

She stood a striking 6 feet tall 

and had a perfect hourglass 

figure. 

She caught the eye of George 

Curzon while he lived in 

Washington, as he did hers.

She pursued him relentlessly 

until they married; and her 

private letters make no bones 

about her ambitions.

Found at http://weatherbeller.blogspot.com
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Mary’s younger sisters didn’t 

‘finish’ quite so well, but Mary 

was a rising tide that lifted all 

boats.

In 1894, Thomas F. Bayard 

introduced Mary to London 

society while he was the US 

ambassador to the Court of St. 

James. 

Following a very favorable 

audience with Queen Victoria, 

Mary and her sisters ignited the 

interest of all available and 

eligible suitors.

Curzon seemed deeply 

engrossed in politics and 

scholarly studies, and was the 

exception.

Found at http://weatherbeller.blogspot.com



27

Mary’s persistence paid 

dividends eventually, but the 

marriage might not have come 

about if the Curzon family 

estate at Kedleston was not in 

desperate economic straits.

In 1885 (April 22), Bishop Talbot 

and Reverend Doctor Mackay 

Smith married George and Mary 

at St. John's Episcopal Church 

in Washington.

Mary played an important role 

in the reelection of her husband 

to Parliament that autumn.

She had three daughters in the 

next 10 years, but she failed, as 

did her husband, to produce the 

male heir so important to the 

aristocracy at that time.

Found at http://weatherbeller.blogspot.com



28

In 1898, Queen Victoria made 

Curzon Viceroy of India when 

he was age 39, and elevated 

him to the Peerage of Ireland as 

Baron Curzon of Kedleston.

George and Mary arrived in 

Bombay at the end of the year.

In 1902, Lord Curzon celebrated 

the coronation of Edward VII 

with the Delhi Durbar, a ball.

Mary wore an extravagant 

coronation gown, known as the 

peacock dress, made of gold 

cloth embroidered with peacock 

feathers, an emerald in the eye 

of each feather, and many 

precious and semi-precious 

stones sewn into the fabric. 

The skirt was trimmed with 

white roses and the bodice with 

lace. 

Found at http://weatherbeller.blogspot.com
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She wore a tiara crown with a 

pearl tipping each of its high 

diamond points; and glittered 

with a huge diamond necklace 

and a large brooch of diamonds 

and pearls. 

People defended the high cost 

of the event by saying the 

money came from the rich, 

stayed in India, and paid to the 

poor, who needed it.

Putting the extravagant amount 

of money into circulation was of 

benefit to the whole country.

Lady Curzon made higher class 

Indian fabrics and art objects 

fashionable in Calcutta and 

other Indian cities and in 

London, Paris and the capitals 

of Europe, serving as an 

invaluable commercial agent for 

their makers.

Found at http://weatherbeller.blogspot.com
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Mary helped embroiderers, silk 

weavers and other artists adapt 

their designs, patterns and 

fabrics to the requirements of 

modern fashions. 

She kept several of the best 

artists in India busy with orders 

and her efforts revived skills 

that were almost forgotten. 

She took her vice-regal duties 

seriously and learned Urdu 

from the Mohyal patriarch.  

She helped found and finance a 

women’s hospital in Bangalore 

and helped the Marchioness of 

Dufferin initiate medical 

reforms.

Found at http://weatherbeller.blogspot.com
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After a miscarriage and a near 

fatal infection, the tropical 

climate of south Asia eroded 

her health.

She took convalescent trips to 

England, but failed to improve.

In 1905, Curzon resigned as 

vice-regent of India, and they 

returned to England, where 

Mary’s health rapidly failed.

In 1906 (July 18), she died at 

home in Westminster, London, 

only 36 years old.

After seeing the Taj Mahal on a 

moonlit night, legend has it tht 

Mary said she was ready to die 

at once if someone would erect 

such a memorial on her grave.

Lord Curzon buried her at 

Kedleston in her own Taj Mahal.

Found at http://weatherbeller.blogspot.com
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Lord Curzon had a reputation 

for insufferable arrogance that 

his Oxford classmates 

immortalized in verse: 

My name is George 

Nathaniel Curzon.

I am a most superior person.

My cheek is pink, 

my hair is sleek.

I dine at Blenheim once a week.

Though he was a privileged and 

pampered, as well as brilliant 

son of the Victorian aristocracy, 

George Curzon seems to have 

loved Mary, daughter of a failed 

Maryland farmer who became a 

successful and rich peddler and 

speculator in real estate in 

Chicago.

Found at http://weatherbeller.blogspot.com
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Harris & Ewing (photographer). Levi Leiter Mansion on DuPont Circle. (1905-1945).  Gift of Harris & Ewing, Inc. (1955). No known 
restrictions on publication.

The residence at 1500 New Hampshire Ave. was designed by architect Theophilus Chandler and built in 1891 for Levi Leiter, a Chicago 
real estate and department store millionaire. The Leiter house was a white brick, classically inspired mansion with a red tile roof located at 
the intersection of Dupont Circle, New Hampshire Avenue, and 19th Street. Considered the finest private residence in Washington at the 
time it was built, the mansion was three stories with fifty-five rooms.

Levi Leiter, along with Potter Palmer, entered into a partnership with Marshall Field to create the department store Field, Palmer and Leiter
in 1865. Palmer retired form the firm in 1867 to persue other interests. As Leiter began spending all of his time investing in Chicago real 
estate, he sold his interest in the department store toField in 1881, which were worth $6 million.   After his death in 1904, his wfe became a 
leading Washington hostess with elaborate parties held in the house until World War II.

During the War it was leased for U. S. Government offices, and in 1947 sold and demolished. The Dupont Plaza Hotel was then built on the 
site.

LC-H25- 12279-B[P&P]
Harris & Ewing Collection. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA. (digital file from original 
negative) hec 15887 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.15887 
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This image is available from the United States Library of Congress's Prints and Photographs Division under the digital ID cph.3a29533

Exterior view of the Whittemore House located at 1526 New Hampshire Avenue, NW in the Dupont Circle neighborhood of Washington, 
D.C. This image is facing southeast and was taken at the corner of R Street & New Hampshire Avenue, NW. The building on the left
(background) was the home of Levi P. Leiter, and in the far distance is the Samuel DuPont statue located in the center of Dupont Circle.
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Leiter House, 1500 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C., 20540 USA.  (b&w film copy neg.) cph 3c26512 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3c26512.

Call  #U.S. GEOG FILE - Washington, D.C.--Houses--Leiter House [item] [P&P]
Reproduction # LC-USZ62-126512 (b&w film copy neg.)
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Harris & Ewing (photographer).  Levi Leiter Mansion on DuPont Circle. (1905-1945).  Gift of Harris & Ewing, Inc. (1955). No known 
restrictions on publication.

The residence at 1500 New Hampshire Ave. was designed by architect Theophilus Chandler and built in 1891 for Levi Leiter, a Chicago 
real estate and department store millionaire. The Leiter house was a white brick, classically inspired mansion with a red tile roof located at 
the intersection of Dupont Circle, New Hampshire Avenue, and 19th Street. Considered the finest private residence in Washington at the 
time it was built, the mansion was three stories with fifty-five rooms.

Levi Leiter, along with Potter Palmer, entered into a partnership with Marshall Field to create the department store Field, Palmer and Leiter
in 1865. Palmer retired form the firm in 1867 to persue other interests. As Leiter began spending all of his time investing in Chicago real 
estate, he sold his interest in the department store toField in 1881, which were worth $6 million.   After his death in 1904, his wfe became a 
leading Washington hostess with elaborate parties held in the house until World War II.

During the War it was leased for U. S. Government offices, and in 1947 sold and demolished. The Dupont Plaza Hotel was then built on the 
site.

Harris & Ewing Collection.  Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA. (digital file from original 
negative) hec 15886 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.15886 
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Harris & Ewing (photographer).  Levi Leiter Mansion on DuPont Circle. (1905-1945).  Gift of Harris & Ewing, Inc. (1955). No known 
restrictions on publication.

The residence at 1500 New Hampshire Ave. was designed by architect Theophilus Chandler and built in 1891 for Levi Leiter, a Chicago 
real estate and department store millionaire. The Leiter house was a white brick, classically inspired mansion with a red tile roof located at 
the intersection of Dupont Circle, New Hampshire Avenue, and 19th Street. Considered the finest private residence in Washington at the 
time it was built, the mansion was three stories with fifty-five rooms.

Levi Leiter, along with Potter Palmer, entered into a partnership with Marshall Field to create the department store Field, Palmer and Leiter
in 1865. Palmer retired form the firm in 1867 to persue other interests. As Leiter began spending all of his time investing in Chicago real 
estate, he sold his interest in the department store toField in 1881, which were worth $6 million.   After his death in 1904, his wfe became a 
leading Washington hostess with elaborate parties held in the house until World War II.

During the War it was leased for U. S. Government offices, and in 1947 sold and demolished. The Dupont Plaza Hotel was then built on the 
site.

Harris & Ewing Collection.  Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA. ( digital file from original 
negative) hec 15890 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.15890 
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Harris & Ewing (photographer).  Levi Leiter Mansion on DuPont Circle. (1905-1945).  Gift of Harris & Ewing, Inc. (1955). No known 
restrictions on publication.

The residence at 1500 New Hampshire Ave. was designed by architect Theophilus Chandler and built in 1891 for Levi Leiter, a Chicago 
real estate and department store millionaire. The Leiter house was a white brick, classically inspired mansion with a red tile roof located at 
the intersection of Dupont Circle, New Hampshire Avenue, and 19th Street. Considered the finest private residence in Washington at the 
time it was built, the mansion was three stories with fifty-five rooms.

Levi Leiter, along with Potter Palmer, entered into a partnership with Marshall Field to create the department store Field, Palmer and Leiter
in 1865. Palmer retired form the firm in 1867 to persue other interests. As Leiter began spending all of his time investing in Chicago real 
estate, he sold his interest in the department store toField in 1881, which were worth $6 million.   After his death in 1904, his wfe became a 
leading Washington hostess with elaborate parties held in the house until World War II.

During the War it was leased for U. S. Government offices, and in 1947 sold and demolished. The Dupont Plaza Hotel was then built on the 
site.

Harris & Ewing Collection.  Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA. (digital file from original 
negative) hec 15889 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.15889 
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Harris & Ewing (photographer).  Levi Leiter Mansion on DuPont Circle. (1905-1945).  Gift of Harris & Ewing, Inc. (1955). No known 
restrictions on publication.

The residence at 1500 New Hampshire Ave. was designed by architect Theophilus Chandler and built in 1891 for Levi Leiter, a Chicago 
real estate and department store millionaire. The Leiter house was a white brick, classically inspired mansion with a red tile roof located at 
the intersection of Dupont Circle, New Hampshire Avenue, and 19th Street. Considered the finest private residence in Washington at the 
time it was built, the mansion was three stories with fifty-five rooms.

Levi Leiter, along with Potter Palmer, entered into a partnership with Marshall Field to create the department store Field, Palmer and Leiter
in 1865. Palmer retired form the firm in 1867 to persue other interests. As Leiter began spending all of his time investing in Chicago real 
estate, he sold his interest in the department store toField in 1881, which were worth $6 million.   After his death in 1904, his wfe became a 
leading Washington hostess with elaborate parties held in the house until World War II.

During the War it was leased for U. S. Government offices, and in 1947 sold and demolished. The Dupont Plaza Hotel was then built on the 
site.

Harris & Ewing Collection.  Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA. (digital file from original 
negative) hec 15888 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hec.15888 
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George N. Curzon and Miss 

Mary Leiter United.  

Curious People Struggle to Get 

a Glimpse of the Bridal Party.  

Prominent Guests From All 

Parts of the East Attend the 

Wedding Breakfast.

The wedding was celebrated at 

St. John's Episcopal Church 

amid scenes of such brilliancy 

and in the presence of such a 

distinguished assemblage of 

cabinet officers, diplomats, 

Governors and Bishops as 

gives the event the character of 

a public ceremony.

The church was filled and 

surrounded by a curious crowd.

Married With Pomp.  All Washington Agog (p. 3). in The San Francisco Call. (1895 April 23).
Found at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85066387/1895-04-23/ed-1/seq-3/
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The ushers were Joseph Leiter, 

brother of the bride, and Frank 

Curzon, brother of the groom.  

Mrs. Cleveland occupied a seat 

in the forward part of the 

church.

The President did not appear, 

as it is an unwritten law that the 

Executive shall not attend 

private social events.  

The wedding party moved up 

the main aisle to the chancel, 

where Bishop Talbott and Rev. 

Dr. Mackay Smith officiated.

The bride, in white satin and 

rare white lace, carrying a 

cluster of white orchids, was on 

the arm of her father. 

Married With Pomp.  All Washington Agog (p. 3). in The San Francisco Call. (1895 April 23).
Found at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85066387/1895-04-23/ed-1/seq-3/
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The bridesmaids, Misses 

Nannie and Daisy Leiter, wore 

pink tulle gowns, with large 

pink mull hats, and carried 

large bouquets of pink roses. 

The groom and Mrs. Leiter, Sir 

James and Lady Miller and Lord 

Lamington, the groom's best 

man, Joseph Leiter and Frank 

Curzon completed the party.

After the marriage service of 

the Episcopal church the 

wedding party withdrew to the 

Leiter residence, where they 

were joined later by relatives 

and intimate friends for the 

wedding breakfast.

A large force of policemen were 

on duty outside the church, but 

it was with difficulty that the ' 

crowd could be held in check. 

Married With Pomp.  All Washington Agog (p. 3). in The San Francisco Call. (1895 April 23).
Found at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85066387/1895-04-23/ed-1/seq-3/



43

A solid mass of people, mainly 

women, blocked the sidewalks 

and streets.

Carriages bringing the guests 

had to force their way to the 

church entrance under escort 

of the officers. 

For a time there threatened to 

be a panic.

There was such a rush when 

the carriage of Mrs. Cleveland 

and that of the bride arrived 

that women screamed and 

fainted.

No accidents occurred, 

although the crush resulted in 

many torn and disheveled 

garments.

Married With Pomp.  All Washington Agog (p. 3). in The San Francisco Call. (1895 April 23).
Found at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85066387/1895-04-23/ed-1/seq-3/
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The guests at the wedding 

breakfast were as follows …

From Washington —

Mrs. Cleveland

Mrs. Gresham

Secretary of War and Mrs. 

Lament

Mr. and Mrs. Olney, Secretary of 

the Navy

Miss Herbert

Mr. and Mrs. Morton

Sir Julian and Lady Pauncefote

the German and French 

Ambassadors

the Belgian Minister 

Senator and Mrs. Cameron

Senator and Mrs. Brice

Chief Justice and Mrs. Fuller

Justice and Mrs. Harlan

Justice and Mrs. Gray

Justice and Mrs. White

Justice and Mrs. Brown

…

Married With Pomp.  All Washington Agog (p. 3). in The San Francisco Call. (1895 April 23).
Found at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85066387/1895-04-23/ed-1/seq-3/
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Senator and Mrs. Henry Cabot 

Lodge

Mr. and Mrs. John Hay

Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Hubbard

Professor and Mrs. Newcomb 

Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Rockhill

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 

Roosevelt

Henry Ames

Mr. and Mrs. Brooks-Adams

Mr. and Mrs. Blair

Mrs. R. Townsend

Mr. and Mrs. John R. McLean

Mrs. James G. Blaine

Mrs. Harrison Garrett

Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Sloane

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Jones

Senator and Miss McPherson

Senator and Miss Gray

Mr. and Mrs. Watt Sherman

Mr. and  Mrs. T. Bradley

Colonel and Mrs. William 

Goddard

…

Married With Pomp.  All Washington Agog (p. 3). in The San Francisco Call. (1895 April 23).
Found at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85066387/1895-04-23/ed-1/seq-3/
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Major Walker

the Misses Skinner

Miss Snow

John Carter Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Noyes.

From Chicago —

Edward Isham

the Misses Isham

Hon. Robert and Mrs. Lincoln

Mr. and Mr. Henry Willing

…

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kine

Mrs. Joseph Leiter

Franklin Remington

John H. Thompson

Peyson Thompson

B. P. Thompson

Mrs. Mahlon Ogden

Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Cragg.

Married With Pomp.  All Washington Agog (p. 3). in The San Francisco Call. (1895 April 23).
Found at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85066387/1895-04-23/ed-1/seq-3/
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From Albany—

Bishop and Mrs. Doane

Bishop Knox

Mr. (Mrs.?). J. V. R. Pruyn

Mr. and Mrs. Neville Whiting

(cousin of the bride).

From New York—

Bishop and Mrs. Henry G. 

Potter

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Brice

…

Mrs. E. R. Robinson

Miss Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Newboldt

Mr. and Mrs. C. Oliver Iselyn

Mr. and Mrs. Lanatner

A. R. Stockwood

Miss Wilson

Mrs. Warren

Mr. and Mrs. Buchanan 

Winthrop

Mr. and Mrs. F. Vanderbilt and 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Burden.

Married With Pomp.  All Washington Agog (p. 3). in The San Francisco Call. (1895 April 23).
Found at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85066387/1895-04-23/ed-1/seq-3/
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From Boston—

Hon. T. Jefferson and Mrs. 

Coolidge

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Wolcott

Mrs. F. Ames

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sargent

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Gardner

Mr. and Mrs. T. Higginson

Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Amory. 

The bridal presents were 

numerous and elegant, that of 

Mrs. Cleveland being a large 

silver loving-cup.

Married With Pomp.  All Washington Agog (p. 3). in The San Francisco Call. (1895 April 23).
Found at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85066387/1895-04-23/ed-1/seq-3/



49

Mary Leiter, Chicago, wheat heiress, m. Lord George Nathaniel Curzon in 1895. Lived in India. Newspaper article found in the pages of 
book that has no references to Mary or George. 2006 August.

Found at http://www.beth-website.net/PhotosLost-Found.html
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Lady Curzon.

New York Public Library. Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, Print Collection, Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and 
Photographs.
Digital ID: 1219654 
Record ID: 566328 
Digital Item Published: 8-3-2004; updated 3-14-2008 

Found at http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/dgkeysearchdetail.cfm?trg=1&strucID=566328&imageID=1219654&total=1&e=w
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Photos of Mary Leiter Curzon available thruogh http://www.rarenewspapers.com.

HARPER'S WEEKLY, July 28, 1906, from New York.  There is a front page photo, "The Beautiful Lady Curzon of Kedleston, Formerly Miss 
Mary Leiter of Chicago", by Underwood & Underwood. 

HARPER'S WEEKLY, August 18, 1906, from New York. photos of "The Funeral of Lady Curzon of Kedleston." 

HARPER'S WEEKLY March 18, 1899. Full pg. illus. of "Calcutta - Scenes Attending the Appointment of Lord Curzon as Viceroy of India." 

HARPER'S WEEKLY May 6, 1899. Inside is a 1/2 pg. portrait of "Mary Victoria, Baroness Curzon of Kedleston.“

HARPER'S WEEKLY May 27, 1899. Full pg. of illus. of "The Viceregal Palace at Calcutta - The Residence of Lord and Lady Curzon."
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Cabanel, Alexandre (artist).  Mary Leiter, 1887. Derbyshire, England, Kedleston Hall; National Trust for Places of Historic Interest, United 
Kingdom

As vast fortunes were being accumulated in the wake of the Civil War, social and cultural roles were being forged to match that wealth. 
One French artist, Alexandre Cabanel (1823-1889), was especially successful in capturing the public image desired by these wealthy 
women. Cabanel's earliest portrait of an American may be that of Mrs. John Jacob Ridgway of Philadelphia dated 1861 (location 
unknown).13 Portraits of sitters that I have identified as American that he exhibited at the Paris Salon were those of the Viscountess of
Ganay, John Jacob Ridgway's daughter, Salon of 1865; John W. Mackay, Salon of 1879; Eva (Eveline Julia) Mackay, John Mackay's step-
daughter, Salon of 1881; Eveline Hungerford, John Mackay's mother-in-law, Salon of 1883; a Miss A. Ogden of Chicago, Salon of 1884; 
and Mary Victoria Leiter, Salon of 1888 (fig. 3). In the United States, his portraits could be seen in exhibitions at the National Academy of 
Design (1876, 1898) and at the Metropolitan Museum of Art (1875, 1876, 1887).

Found at http://www.19thc-artworldwide.org/spring_05/articles/zale.shtml
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George Curzon served as the Viceroy of India during the years 1899 -1905. His decision to partition Bengal was an important misstep of 
the British Raj and led to a number of complications.  Viceroy Curzon's contribution to India were also in the fields of preservation of India's 
art.  He ordered restoration of the Taj Mahal  and took measures to preserve the great monuments of India, including Ajanta.

Found at http://www.kamat.com/database/content/british_raj/viceroy_curzon.htm
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Mary Victoria Leiter, daughter of Chicago millionaire Levi Zeigler Leiter, arrived in Kedleston, Derbyshire (ancestral home of the Curzon
family), as the bride of George Nathaniel Curzon, who was, at that time, Under Secretary of State at the British Foreign Office in London. 
While totally devoted to Curzon's social and career ambitions, Mary felt isolated due both to excessive admiration and to resentment of her 
American ways: "My path is strewn with roses and the only thorns are the unforgiving women." "People discuss my looks as though I were 
an oleograph." 

"...huge and smokey and absorbed in the worship of Mammon in a grim and melancholy way." These are the words with which Curzon had 
assessed Chicago during his first journey round the world (1887-88). Yet although he disdained the grubby commerce of Chicago, his 
ancestral home in England, Kedleston Hall, was built with money from investments in the American colonies and the East India Company. 
Indeed the building of Kedleston in the 18th century involved diverting the public road from Derby, demolishing the village of Kedleston, 
constructing lakes, and planting and uprooting trees, so that "although the classical landscape of Kedleston Park with its sweeping 
views...may appear completely natural, it is, in fact, entirely man-made

"Often when we think them backward and stupid, they think us meddlesome and absurd." For a Victorian imperialist George Nathaniel
Curzon had a remarkable sense of cultural perspective; but ultimately he maintained a profound faith in Britain's civilizing mission in Asia: 
"...remember that the Almighty has placed in your hands the greatest of his ploughs, in whose furrow the nations of the future are 
germinating and taking shape, to drive the blade a little further in your time, and to feel that somewhere among these millions you have left 
a little justice or happiness or prosperity, ... a dawn of intellectual enlightenment, or a stirring of duty where it did not exist before. That is 
enough. That is the Englishman's justification in India... " 

The fact that Mary Curzon and her three daughters accompanied Lord Curzon in India was, at least in part, the result of a network of 
imperial/technological connections which both fostered and were fostered by international scientific exchange in relation to plant cultivation. 
In her book Science and Colonial Expansion (quoted above) Lucile Brockway traces the role of The Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew in the 
cultivation of cinchona bark, the source of the wonder drug that controlled malaria. 

Found at http://courses.washington.edu/englhtml/engl382/parada_tale_of_3/wife.html
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Keddleston Hall, Derbyshire, England.

(continued from previous slide)

"One of her fads was to visit in disguise the native sections of the city and mingle with the people as one of them...." These words are from 
the front page eulogy for Mary Victoria Leiter (Lady Curzon) which appeared in The Chicago Tribune upon her premature death at age 36 
(July 19, 1906). The paper was clearly intrigued with the fairy tale rise of this daughter of Chicago millionaire Levi Leiter (a man who began 
his career as "a $50 a month dry goods clerk") to the role of virtual royalty ("a woman who captivated...England, America, and India"). 
Nevertheless the newspaper stressed that she "was not by any means a social leader to the exclusion of all qualities of the mind and heart. 
The poorer classes of India knew her charities, and she took all opportunities to study them...." 

In Chicago the bottom dropped out of the wheat market. As reported in the Chicago Tribune of June 14, 1898, "the Leiter wheat deal, an 
instance in grain merchandising on a scale which the world has never before seen, came to an inglorious end." Mary Curzon's brother, 
Joseph Leiter, lost close to ten million dollars, spreading rumors across the Atlantic that Mary's family fortune would no longer be available 
to support Curzon's stellar diplomatic career. In fact, the Leiters weathered the financial disaster, and the wealth of entrepreneur Levi Leiter
continued to supplement aristocrat Curzon's relatively modest income. "Had this plan been carried out there is little question that Mr. Leiter
would have earned the title of wheat king of the world." 

http://courses.washington.edu/englhtml/engl382/parada_tale_of_3/wife.html
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Kedleston Hall, Kedleston, Derbyshire (National Trust)

This very fine example of the Palladian influence on British architecture in the eighteenth century was produced by the mutual appreciation 
of ancient Roman art and buildings by the architect, Robert Adam and his patron, Sir Nathaniel Curzon, 1st Lord Scarsdale. When he 
inherited the Curzon estates in 1758, he immediately set about rebuilding his grandfather's rather modest and old-fashioned brick-built 
structure of the early eighteenth century. Demolition of the small village and all the out-buildings was followed by the construction of the 
family pavilion, contained in the north-east pavilion (where the family still reside) under the design of Matthew Brettingham. However, once
Curzon met Adam and they discovered their common ideas, the bulk of the existing house was completed under Adam. The original design 
was to have four wings, but due to lack of funds, only two were built.

Although owners of the land and house here since Norman times, the Curzon family's only attempt at landed gentry grandeur was the 
present house. Taking as his inspiration the detailed examination, measurement and drawing of the ruins in Rome, Herculaneum, Rimini, 
Ravenna and Split, Adam created a masterpiece of high impact and subtle detailing, which is still very much as he envisaged it, thanks to 
the Curzon family fortunes not permitting any drastic redecoration or alteration in later years. The large central block of the house was 
always a kind of show home, devoted to the display of Curzon's art and furniture. As soon as it was finished, visitors such as Dr Samuel 
Johnson and Hugh Walpole were shown around by the housekeeper. The huge spaces such as the Marble Hall and the Saloon were 
meant to be public places of display and were used by the family on only the grandest occasions.

Throughout the main block, the rooms are finished to an incredibly high standard, with plaster relief panels on walls and ceilings by Joseph 
Rose, carved marble mantle-pieces, and painted decoration by Biagio Rebecca, Adam's usual collaborators. The scale here is very grand 
compared to some other Adam schemes but the overall effect is of light and taste. The Roman inspiration happily mingles with Neo-
classical and some Baroque elements (particularly the mad mer-folk on the giant sofas in the Drawing Room). Although short of really 
stunning pictures, the original paintings chosen for each room remain in place, thanks partly to Adam's method of plastering the frame into 
the wall to ensure his favoured, symmetrical hanging patterns stayed in place.

http://www.ukheritage.net/houses/kedleston_hall.htm



57

I’m a distant relative of Mary 

Leiter Curzon by Maude Hunter 

Bell, my grandmother. 

Two Bells married two Leiter 

cousins, Elizabeth and Juliana.

Leiters, Bells and Hartles still 

live in Washington County who 

may be interested in my trip to 

the Taj Majal.

In the 1950s, when President 

Eisenhower made a visit to the 

Taj Mahal in Agra, India, the 

Morning Herald printed an 

article that began:

‘When President Eisenhower 

saw India's Taj Mahal Sunday, 

he saw a little bit of Washington 

County.’

Letter to the editor of the Morning Herald from Rexford H. (Jack) Hartle of Oceanside, California.
http://www.herald-mail.com/?module=displaystory&story_id=208215&format=html

(continued from previous slide)
Particular favourites are the Waterford crystal chandelier in the Drawing Room, the space and light of the Saloon, with it's curved doors, the 
curved oak floor boards in the Family and Kitchen Corridors and the display of silverware and dining accoutrements in the Dining Room. A 
special mention however goes to the great bed in the State Bedchamber. The posts are carved and gilded to resemble the newly 
fashionable palm tree, with ostrich feathers high at each corner echoing the palm fronds themselves.

The second notable member of the Curzon family was Lord Curzon, who inherited Kedleston in 1916. By then, he had carved out a 
glittering political career. Appointed Viceroy of India in 1899 at the age of 39, he was responsible for the legendary Delhi Durbar of 1903, 
held to celebrate the coronation of Edward VII. As the monarch's representative in India, he and his wife took tribute in Edward's place, at 
the centre of the most spectacular event, which Curzon himself had planned. Be-jeweled elephants, a gallop past of horsemen and all the 
riches of the sub-continent passed by. At the ball in the evening, Lady Mary Curzon wore the famous peacock dress, which is on display in 
the Indian Museum at Kedleston, which also houses presents they received and informative displays about the Durbar. 

The Kitchen, where the tea room is now houses, is large and airy, with a balcony at the far end. The earliest visitors in the eighteenth 
century were shown the kitchen from here. Very close to the house is the original church, the only remnant of pre-eighteenth century 
Kedleston. It's oldest feature is the weathered Norman doorway and inside, the many Curzon family tombs dominate. In front of the house, 
the park land extends down towards a river, crossed by a splendid Adam's stone bridge. He also designed the Fishing Pavilion and the 
North Lodge.

Kedleston was granted to the National Trust in 1986, through an unprecedented grant of £13.5 million from the National Heritage Memorial 
Fund. Lord Scarsdale (the then owner) gave the house and park and some of the contents and an appeal by the National Trust raised a 
further £2 million in addition to the £1 million paid from general funds. The grandeur and completeness of Kedleston Hall today was thus 
assured for the enjoyment of future generations.

found at http://www.ukheritage.net/houses/kedleston_hall.htm
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‘Mary Victoria Leiter married 

Lord Curzon and became 

Vicereine of India. 

‘Mary's father gave her a dowry 

of $5 million, most of which was 

spent on the restoration of the 

Taj Mahal.’

Concerned about the dwindling 

numbers of rhinoceros, Mary 

asked George to save the 

rhinos, which he did by creating 

the Kaziranga Proposed 

Reserve Forest.

The forest was later developed 

into the Kaziranga National 

Park.

Column 1
Letter to the editor of the Morning Herald from Rexford H. (Jack) Hartle of Oceanside, California.
http://www.herald-mail.com/?module=displaystory&story_id=208215&format=html

Column 2
http://www.medadvocates.org/news/celebration/july/july_18.htm
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Mary’s greatest fame was for an 

innovation in turtle soup. 

In 1905, she learned that a 

guest dignitary was a teetotaler 

and frowned upon those who 

drank alcohol when most of her 

other British guests were fairly 

heavy drinkers.

So, as a compromise, Mary 

asked her chef to add some 

sherry to the turtle soup.  

It was an immediate success 

and became a classic first 

course in British society for 

many years.

http://www.medadvocates.org/news/celebration/july/july_18.htm
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Curzon is the son of Lord 

Scarsdale, a clergyman, and 

was born at the family seat of 

Kedleston, Derbyshire. 

He was educated at Eton and at 

Balliol College, Oxford, where 

he was president of the Union, 

and graduated with a second in 

classics, much to his disgust.

Lord Curzon (1859-1925) British Statesman.
Found at http://www.warwick.ac.uk/~lysic/1920s/curzonlord.htm
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In 1883 he was elected a fellow 

of All Souls College, and a 

political career followed.

In 1886 he was elected 

Conservative member of 

Parliament for Southport. 

In 1898 he was created a baron 

and appointed viceroy of India.

In 1905, though he was popular 

at first, he quarrelled with 

Kitchener, then commander-in-

chief of the Indian Army, and 

other officials and was 

pressured into resigning. 

In 1915, after his return to 

Britain, he joined the Coalition 

Cabinet as lord privy seal.

Lord Curzon (1859-1925) British Statesman.
Found at http://www.warwick.ac.uk/~lysic/1920s/curzonlord.htm
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Later, he became lord president 

of the Council and a member of 

the War Cabinet.

In 1919 Curzon was appointed 

foreign secretary, the role for 

which he is best remembered.

His period as foreign secretary 

wasn’t a resounding success.

His greatest triumph was at the 

Lausanne Conference in 1922 

and 1923, where he dominated 

completely and secured all  

British demands from Turkey.

He expected to become the new 

prime minister, and suffered a 

crushing blow when the king 

chose Stanley Baldwin instead.

Lord Curzon (1859-1925) British Statesman.
Found at http://www.warwick.ac.uk/~lysic/1920s/curzonlord.htm



63

He wasn’t reappointed foreign 

secretary when Conservatives 

returned to power in 1924, 

following the brief Labour 

interlude.

Curzon is a driven man. 

He’s suffered progressive 

curvature of the spine since 

1878 and is in frequent pain.

He always wears a steel corset 

that makes him appear oddly 

upright, and creates a tendency 

towards self-obsession and self 

pity.

Lord Curzon (1859-1925) British Statesman.
Found at http://www.warwick.ac.uk/~lysic/1920s/curzonlord.htm
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He has always been fascinated 

by Asia and loves travel.

He’s visited almost every 

country in Asia and has an 

unparalleled knowledge of India 

and the surrounding area, as 

well as Russia and much of 

North America and North Africa.

He is, however, a xenophobe 

and a nationalist, utterly 

convinced of his country’s 

imperial destiny. 

A strong supporter of an Arab 

state, he opposes any 

commitment to the Palestinian 

Jews.

Lord Curzon (1859-1925) British Statesman.
Found at http://www.warwick.ac.uk/~lysic/1920s/curzonlord.htm
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He is also an outspoken 

opponent of female suffrage, 

and is president of the Anti-

Suffrage League. 

Highly suspicious by nature, 

he is arrogant, egotistical, 

ambitious and inflexible, but 

also industrious, talented and 

energetic.

In 1895 he married the beautiful 

Jewish-American Mary Leiter.

Her money (her father was a 

millionaire) ended any financial 

problems he may have had.

In 1917 he made another happy 

marriage, to Grace Elvina 

Duggan, née Hinds, an 

American widow who had 

formerly lived in Buenos Aires.

Lord Curzon (1859-1925) British Statesman.
Found at http://www.warwick.ac.uk/~lysic/1920s/curzonlord.htm
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In 1921 Earl Curzon was created 

1st Marquess Curzon of 

Kedleston, an unusually high 

honour.

In 1922 Curzon’s second wife 

was created GBE. 

Their mansion on Carlton 

House Terrace in London 

became a noted social centre. 

Curzon has a home at 

Hackwood, near Basingstoke, 

as well as Carlton House 

Terrace and Kedleston, and 

rents Montacute House in 

Somerset. 

He is a member of the Carlton, 

Athenæum and Bachelors’

Clubs.

Lord Curzon (1859-1925) British Statesman.
Found at http://www.warwick.ac.uk/~lysic/1920s/curzonlord.htm
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Lord Curzon has three 

daughters by his first marriage.

The eldest daughter, Lady Mary 

Curzon (born 1896), inherits the 

title of Baroness Ravensdale, 

but not the marquessate, which 

becomes extinct on his death.

His second daughter, Lady 

Cynthia Curzon, married Sir 

Oswald Mosley in 1920.

Lord Curzon (1859-1925) British Statesman.
Found at http://www.warwick.ac.uk/~lysic/1920s/curzonlord.htm
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George Nathaniel Curzon.  Born 1859 January 11, England.  Died 1925 March 20, London.  Buried in Westminster Abbey.

Father: Alfred Curzon (4th Baron Scarsdale, b. 1831, d. 1916)
Mother: Blanche Senhouse (b. 1837, d. 1875)
Wife: Mary Victoria Leiter (daughter of Levi Leiter, b. 1870, m. 22-Apr-1895, d. 1906)
Daughters: Mary Irene Curzon (2nd Baroness of Ravensdale),  Cynthia Blance Curzon (first wife of Oswald Mosley), Alexandra Naldera 
Curzon (married Edward "Fruity" Metcalfe)
Girlfriend: Elinor Glyn (romance novelist)
Wife: Grace Elvina Hinds (m. 1917)

Created the Kingdom of Jordan.
Lord President of the Council (1924-25), UK Foreign Secretary (1919-24), UK Leader of the House of Lords (1916-24), Lord Privy Seal 
(1915-16), Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports (1904-05), UK Official Viceroy of India (1899-1905), UK Official Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs (1895-98), UK Official Under-Secretary of State for India (1891-92), UK Member of Parliament Tory MP for Lancashire, 
Southport Division (1886-89), Bullingdon Club , Pilgrims Society, Travellers Club, Star of India 1898, Order of the Garter 1916.

Author of books:
Russia in Central Asia (1889)
Persia and the Persian Question (1892)
Problems of the Far East (1894)
The Pamirs and the Source of the Oxus (1897)
Tales of Travel (1923)
Travels with a Superior Person (1985)

Found at http://www.nndb.com/people/000/000159520/
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http://wapellarocks.blogspot.com/2007_12_01_archive.html
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Lord Curzon.  Bain News Service, publisher.  Undated. No known restrictions on publication.  Forms part of: George Grantham Bain 
Collection. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print.  (digital 
file from original neg.) ggbain 23521 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ggbain.23521.

Mary Victoria Leiter Curzon.  
Portrait found at weatherbeller.blogspot.com
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http://students.washington.edu/law32/texts/Juxta.htm
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Lady Curzon and two children (girls). Bain News Service, publisher.

George Grantham Bain Collection. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print.  (digital file from original neg.) ggbain 00729 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ggbain.00729
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Drawing room of H.E. Lady Curzon and Hindu, Viceregal Palace, Simla, N. India. New York: Underwood & Underwood, Publishers 
(c1903).

No known restrictions on publication.

Library of Congress.  (b&w film copy neg.) cph 3b41082 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b41082.  VIDEO FRAME ID:  LCPP003B-41082 
(from b&w film copy neg.)
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http://students.washington.edu/law32/texts/Juxta.htm
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http://courses.washington.edu/englhtml/engl382/parada_tale_of_3/wife.html
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George Curzon portrait at Keddleston Hall.
Mary Leiter Curzon portrait at Keddleston Hall.

Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author). An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices.  London: 
Bemrose (1881).

Call number: SRLF_UCLA:LAGE-3526470
Digitizing sponsor: Internet Archive
Book contributor: University of California Libraries
Only 100 copies printed. Cf. British Museum. Catalogue of printed books, 1881
"The registers of Croxall parish [1586-1812]": p. [82]-119 p
Includes the townships of Catton (p. [165]-250) and the manor of Oakley (p. [251]-258)

Identifier-access:  http://www.archive.org/details/parishofcroxall00ussh
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von Lenbach, Franz (1836-1904) (artist).  Mary Leiter Curzon (1870-1906) (1901).  National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, DC.  Bequest of Lady Alexandra Metcalfe.

Found at
http://www.artexpertswebsite.com/pages/artists/von_lenbach.php
http://www.npg.si.edu/exh/wharton/curz1.htm
http://www.spongobongo.com/em/em9750.htm
http://www.medadvocates.org/news/celebration/july/july_18.htm
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George Nathaniel Curzon, 

British spy, provocateur, 

politician and imperialist.

Curzon was beaten for Prime 

Minister by Stanley Baldridge 

by the women's vote, after he 

opposed women’s suffrage.

Curzon served as President of 

the Privy Council, under Prime 

Minister Baldwin.

Baldridge went on to be one of 

the chief appeasers who 

allowed Adolph Hitler to rise to 

power.

Marquis Curzon was educated 

at Eton and Oxford and 

travelled widely as a young 

man.

George Nathaniel Curzon, Marquess Curzon of Kedleston  Born 1859, died 1925.
Found at http://www.spongobongo.com/em/em9750.htm
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He visited Persia, Turkistan, 

Afghanistan, India, Ceylon, 

China, Korea and Japan, and 

his travels resulted in a series 

of incisive books.

Curzon’s books include Russia 

in Central Asia (1889), Persia 

and the Persian Question (1892) 

and Problems of the Far East 

(1894). 

His writing earned him a 

reputation as a shrewd 

observer and analyst of foreign 

policy.

Curzon rose swiftly in politics 

from MP for Southport (1886), 

to Under-Secretary of State at 

the India Office (1891-2), and 

Under-Secretary of State at the 

Foreign Office (1895-8).

George Nathaniel Curzon, Marquess Curzon of Kedleston  Born 1859, died 1925.
Found at http://www.spongobongo.com/em/em9750.htm
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He regarded his 1898 

appointment to Viceroy of India 

as a meeting with destiny.

He saw the hand of Divine 

Providence behind the creation 

and expansion of an empire 

which was a supreme force for 

good in the world.

George Nathaniel Curzon, Marquess Curzon of Kedleston  Born 1859, died 1925.
Found at http://www.spongobongo.com/em/em9750.htm
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Sargent, John Singer (painter) (1914).  George Nathaniel, the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston
Royal Geographical Society, England 

Found at http://www.jssgallery.org/Paintings/George_Nathaniel.htm
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Lord Curzon. Bain News Service, publisher.

No known restrictions on publication.

George Grantham Bain Collection.  Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA (digital file from 
original neg.) ggbain 33691 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ggbain.33691
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In 1901 Levi Zeigler Leiter and 

his son Joseph bought 8,000 

acres in the rolling hills of 

Franklin County, Illinois, and 

began to build a small empire.

Joseph sank a coal mine that 

would become the 

headquarters of Zeigler Coal 

Company, known nation-wide.

Leiter used champagne instead 

of water to mix the cornerstone 

concrete, and threw in a couple 

of diamond rings and his gold 

watch.

In 1903 Joseph began to clear 

land around the mine, with his 

father’s blessing and support 

from wealthy Chicago friends.

Null, Raymond D. (author) (2005 June).  Zeigler, Illinois - A Breath Away From Being the Nation’s Capitol.
Found at http://www.legendsofamerica.com/photos-illinois/ZeiglerMine.jpg
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Leiter family friends included 

Palmer Potter, Marshall Field, 

and George Pullman, who held 

a large part of the nation’s 

wealth.

The Leiters wanted something 

that would elevate them to the 

top of society and overshadow 

what others had accomplished.

In 1880 George Pullman had 

built a company town south of 

Chicago, and the Leiters saw an 

opportunity to do the same 

thing in Franklin County.

They hired an architect to 

design a town at the coal mine 

who had designed Washington 

DC.

Null, Raymond D. (author) (2005 June).  Zeigler, Illinois - A Breath Away From Being the Nation’s Capitol.
Found at http://www.legendsofamerica.com/photos-illinois/ZeiglerMine.jpg
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The Leiters were generous to 

Theodore Roosevelt’s 

presidential campaign and 

thought it was time to call in 

political favors.

They wanted the president to 

move the White House and US 

capitol to the town they named 

Zeigler in southern Illinois.

Franklin County had quail and 

ducks, buffalo and deer, and 

plenty of rabbits and squirrel; 

and hey knew Roosevelt liked 

to hunt and fish and considered 

himself a country boy at heart. 

In 1904 Joseph opened the coal 

mine and brought the first load 

of coal to the surface. 

Null, Raymond D. (author) (2005 June).  Zeigler, Illinois - A Breath Away From Being the Nation’s Capitol.
Found at http://www.legendsofamerica.com/photos-illinois/ZeiglerMine.jpg
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Levi died of a rare heart disease 

the very next day.

The chance to move the White 

House to Franklin County died 

when Levi Leiter died.

It looked like the blank checks 

from his father would stop; and 

Joseph’s future looked dim.

Joseph had said he would 

operate the mine union-free, 

and got into labor problems 

with the unions and the Ku Klux 

Klan.

Joseph got to a point where he 

had to struggle to protect his 

own property.

Null, Raymond D. (author) (2005 June).  Zeigler, Illinois - A Breath Away From Being the Nation’s Capitol.
Found at http://www.legendsofamerica.com/photos-illinois/ZeiglerMine.jpg



88

He built a fence like an army 

fort around the mine and 

mounted several large caliber 

Gatling guns along with search 

lights around the mine and at 

the entrances to the town.

Joseph hired gun-slinging 

thugs as security guards, and 

ordered them to shoot 

trespassers - shoot to kill.

Joseph then continued to build 

the town of Zeigler with streets 

radiated from a circle of land in 

the center that included a 

2-story colonial style office 

building, a company store, and 

Joseph’s private home.

Joseph built schools and a 

hospital and donated land for 

the building of churches.

Null, Raymond D. (author) (2005 June).  Zeigler, Illinois - A Breath Away From Being the Nation’s Capitol.
Found at http://www.legendsofamerica.com/photos-illinois/ZeiglerMine.jpg
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His master-slave ethic led to his 

downfall in the coal industry.

In 1910 he got out of the 

business after the mine 

exploded several times.

Joseph leased the mine 

property to the Bell and Zoller 

Coal Company; and returned to 

Chicago where he was 

successful in other businesses. 

Bell and Zoller got the town of 

Ziegler to move forward.

In 1926 Zeigler reached its peak 

with 174 businesses and 7,000 

people, half of them employed.

In the 1930s Ziegler barely felt 

the Depression. because the 

Bank of Zeigler flew in large 

amounts of money from St. 

Louis and survived.

Null, Raymond D. (author) (2005 June).  Zeigler, Illinois - A Breath Away From Being the Nation’s Capitol.
Found at http://www.legendsofamerica.com/photos-illinois/ZeiglerMine.jpg
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To show good faith to their 

investors, Zeigler bank officials 

also asked for special plates 

from the US Treasury and 

permission to print their own 

money.

They then got permission to 

print and circulate their own 

currency. 

With the decline of the coal 

industry, businesses began to 

move from Zeigler, and so did 

many of the people.

Null, Raymond D. (author) (2005 June).  Zeigler, Illinois - A Breath Away From Being the Nation’s Capitol.
Found at http://www.legendsofamerica.com/photos-illinois/ZeiglerMine.jpg
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Leiter Coal Mine.  Zeigler, Illinois.
Null, Raymond D. (author) (2005 June).  Zeigler, Illinois - A Breath Away From Being the Nation’s Capitol.
Found at http://www.legendsofamerica.com/photos-illinois/ZeiglerMine.jpg
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Mrs. Marshall Field House, 2600 Sixteenth Street Northwest, Washington, District of Columbia, DC

Historic American Buildings Survey.  Library of Congress, Prints and Photograph Division, Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
HABS DC,WASH,420-
Survey number HABS DC-537
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/hhh.dc0584
Card #DC0584
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When ambitious Mrs. Levi 

Leiter parlayed her husband’s 

fortune and connections into 

the most enviable marriage 

of the robber baron era, she 

inadvertently created a search 

term for the internet era a 

century later.

The Curzon family seat is in 

Croxall Parish, Derbyshire, 

England.

The Croxall parish chronicle 

provides insight into the history 

and vagaries of real estate titles

founded on the monarchical 

principle.

The chronicle copies real estate 

papers in Latin and English.  

The papers are leases; and 

lessees owe rents and service 

to the lessor. 
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Some of the Croxall Parish 

leaseholds encompass whole 

towns, as do leaseholds in 

other British parishes.

Many problems of Chicago 

government can be traced to 

farm boys from the eastern 

seaboard states.

The boys, their wives and 

children couldn’t see the 

significant differences between 

the British monarchy and the 

American democracy regarding 

the private ownership of land 

that defeated their grandiose 

schemes.
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Most revolutionaries who seize 

power in the name of the 

people, also seize the land 

taken up by government grants.

Though they divide and 

redistribute land to common 

people, they don’t issue clear 

and absolute deeds to the 

people, but retain an alleged 

power to manage and distribute 

the nation’s soil at wil

US revolutionaries may be the 

only revolutionaries in human 

history to respect monarchical 

grants after their revolution.

Respect for the monarchs’

grants of US soil to lords 

ensured respect for absolute 

deeds US revolutionaries would 

issue to common people after 

the revolution, out of the 

remainder of the soil.
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The problem of US farm boys 

who would be lords in the 

1800s reappeared in the 1900s 

when millions of destitute but 

arrogant foreign nationals 

entered the US with their 

fingers crossed behind their 

backs.

They pledged devotion to 

democracy, but they were 

habituated to, knew how to 

manipulate, and wanted to 

continue to enjoy the peculiar 

benefits of nations where 

monarchies and post-monarchy 

governments claim dominion 

over all a nation’s land.
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British lords and their monarch 

have done a bang-up job of 

seducing the American elite 

and the masses in this regard.
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Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author). An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices.  London: 
Bemrose (1881).

Call number: SRLF_UCLA:LAGE-3526470
Digitizing sponsor: Internet Archive
Book contributor: University of California Libraries
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Identifier-access:  http://www.archive.org/details/parishofcroxall00ussh
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Croxall Chancel, from the south.  Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author).  Plate IX in An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the 
county of Derby. With appendices.  London: Bemrose (1881).

Call number: SRLF_UCLA:LAGE-3526470
Digitizing sponsor: Internet Archive
Book contributor: University of California Libraries
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Identifier-access:  http://www.archive.org/details/parishofcroxall00ussh
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Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author). An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices.  London: 
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Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author). An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices.  London: 
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This is the final concord made in the 
Court of the lord the King at Notingham 
on the morrow of St. Giles the Abbot in 
the tenth year of the reign of King John 
before the lord the King himself,
… Simon de Pateshulle, James de 
Poterne, Justices and other faithful men 
of the lord the King then present there, 
… between Alicia de Somerville and 
Richard de Curzon son and warrantor 
of the same Alicia for her dower, 
plaintiffs, 
… and Thomas de Curzon Tenant, 
… concerning the town of Kettlestone 
with appurtenances, 

… which the same Alicia claimed to be 
her reasonable dower of the freehold 
which was of Robert de Curzon 
formerly her husband, and Thomas 
then called the same Richard to be his 
warrantor. 

Who came and warranted for him and 
whereof there was a plea between them 
in the said court, that is to say, that the 
aforesaid Thomas acknowledged and 
granted the whole aforesaid town of 
Kettlestone with appurtenances to be 
the dower of the same Alicia to be held 
for her whole life as dower. 

Croxall Number 1 (p. 136).  
Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author).  An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices. London: 
Bemrose (1881).

Call number: SRLF_UCLA:LAGE-3526470
Digitizing sponsor: Internet Archive
Book contributor: University of California Libraries
Only 100 copies printed. Cf. British Museum. Catalogue of printed books, 1881
"The registers of Croxall parish [1586-1812]": p. [82]-119 p
Includes the townships of Catton (p. [165]-250) and the manor of Oakley (p. [251]-258)

Identifier-access:  http://www.archive.org/details/parishofcroxall00ussh
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And for this acknowledgment and grant 
and fine and concord the same Richard 
son and heir of the aforesaid Alicia 
granted to the same Thomas,
… nine librates, seven solidates and six 
denariates of land in Tweiforde and in 
Steinestone and in Croxhale,
… and in Edelinghale, that is in 
Tweiforde and in Steinestone six 
Ubrates and nine denariates,
… that is, whatever the same Thomas 
had in those towns, 
… except the service of William son of 
William which remains to the same 
Richard quietly, 
… and except the mill of Edingehale 
with appurtenances for forty shillings 
rent,

… and in the town of Croxhale the 
homage and service of Robert son of 
Robert of one vixgate and eighteen 
acres of land which he holds in the 
same town that is to say three shillings 
a year and foreign service,
… and the homage and service of 
William de Curzun for one virgate and 
fifteen acres of land which he holds in 
the same town that is twelve pence a 
year and foreign service,
… and the homage and service of 
Robert the Clerk for one virgate of land 
which he holds in the same town that is 
three shillings a year and foreign 
service, 

Croxall Number 1 (p. 136).  
Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author).  An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices. London: 
Bemrose (1881).

Call number: SRLF_UCLA:LAGE-3526470
Digitizing sponsor: Internet Archive
Book contributor: University of California Libraries
Only 100 copies printed. Cf. British Museum. Catalogue of printed books, 1881
"The registers of Croxall parish [1586-1812]": p. [82]-119 p
Includes the townships of Catton (p. [165]-250) and the manor of Oakley (p. [251]-258)

Identifier-access:  http://www.archive.org/details/parishofcroxall00ussh
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… and the service of Eudo the baker for 
one virgate of land which he holds in 
the same town that is three shillings a 
year and foreign service, 
… and the homage and service of 
Geoffrey of Edelinghale for nine acres 
of land which he holds in Edeliugehale 
and two shillings and nine pence a year 
for every service, 
… to have and to hold by the same 
Thomas or his heirs as long as the 
same Alicia shall live from the same 
Richard and his heirs by the service of 
one knight to be done for all service, 
… and after decease of the same Alicia 
all the aforesaid town of Ketelestone 
shall be returned to the same Thomas 
or to his heirs,

… to be held of Richard and his heirs 
by the service of one knight to be done 
thence for all service, 
… and the aforesaid nine Ubrates and 
seven solidates and six denariates of 
land with appurtenances shall be 
returned to the same Richard or to his 
heirs quit from the same Thomas and 
his heirs for ever. 

And this concord was made the 
aforesaid Robert son of Robert, and 
William de Curzon and Robert the clerk 
and Robert Hare and Roger son of 
William and Eudo the baker and 
Geoffrey of Edelinghale being present, 
granting, and acknowledging their 
services.

Croxall Number 1 (p. 136).  
Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author).  An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices. London: 
Bemrose (1881).

Call number: SRLF_UCLA:LAGE-3526470
Digitizing sponsor: Internet Archive
Book contributor: University of California Libraries
Only 100 copies printed. Cf. British Museum. Catalogue of printed books, 1881
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Includes the townships of Catton (p. [165]-250) and the manor of Oakley (p. [251]-258)

Identifier-access:  http://www.archive.org/details/parishofcroxall00ussh
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This is the final concord made in the 
Court of the Lord the King at Lichefelde 
on the fifth day of October in the tenth 
year of the Reign of King John before 
the lord the King himself, William 
Archdeacon of Hereford, Simon de 
Pateshulle, Henry de Punchardone, 
Justices and other faithful men of the 
Lord the King then present there. 

Between Thomas de Curcon on the one 
part and Richard de Curcon and Alicia 
his mother on the other part,
… of nine librates of land and seven 
solidates of land and six denariates of 
land in Twiforde and in Steinestune and 
in Croxhale, and in Edeliughale,

… which have remained to the same 
Thomas by a fine made between them 
in the same court in exchange for the 
town of Kettlestone with its 
appurtenances which the same Thomas 
granted to the same Alicia in dower.
And as to which the same Thomas 
complained that the same Richard and 
Alicia had not kept that fine to him and 
as to which there was a plea between 
them in the same court, 
… that is to say that the said Thomas 
remitted and quit claimed for himself 
and his heirs to Richard and his heirs 
the aforesaid nine librates and seven 
solidates and six denariates of land in 
Twiforde and in Steinestone and in 
Croxhale and in Edelinghale for ever.

Croxall Number 2 (p. 137).  
Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author).  An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices. London: 
Bemrose (1881).
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And for this remission, quitclaim, fine 
and concord, the said Richard granted 
to the aforesaid Thomas the whole 
aforesaid town of Kettlestone with 
appurtenances to have and to hold to 
himself and his heirs of the aforesaid 
Richard and his heirs by the service of 
one knight to be done therefore for all 
service.

And Thomas gives him nine marks,
… and the same Alicia remitted and quit 
claimed for herself all right and claim 
which she had in the aforesaid town of 
Kettlestone in right of dower, 

… and for this remission and quitclaim 
the aforesaid Richard granted to the 
same Alicia all the land which he had in 
Twiford in all things,
… except the fine of William son of 
William which remains to the same 
Richard quietly. 

And besides he granted her the mill of 
Edelinghale with appurtenances,
… and two virgates and a half of land in 
Croxhale which she had from him,
… and three acres of demesne of the 
same Richard, that is to say, one acre 
under Broille and one acre under Hay 
and one acre of Scroffullong,

Croxall Number 2 (p. 137).  
Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author).  An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices. London: 
Bemrose (1881).
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… to have and to hold to the said Alicia 
as dower from the same Richard and 
his heirs,
… by doing for the aforesaid land in 
Twiforde and in Steinestone and for the 
mill of Edelighale with appurtenances,
… the service of the third part of one 
knight. 

And for the aforesaid two virgates and a 
half of land with appurtenances in 
Croxhale five shillings a year rent at 
three terms,
… that is to say at Rogations xxd,
… and at the feast of St. Michael xxd,
… and at the Purification of the blessed 
Mary xxd for all service.

Croxall Number 2 (p. 137).  
Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author).  An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices. London: 
Bemrose (1881).
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This is the final concord made in the 
court of the lord the King at 
Westminster fifteen days from the day 
of St. Michael in the twenty-third year of 
the reign of King Henry son of King 
John Before Robert de Lexintone, 
William de Eboraco provost of 
Beverley, William de Culeworthe and 
Henry de Bathonensi Justices and 
other faithful men of the lord the King 
then present there, 
… Between the Prior of Rapendone 
demandant by brother Richard de 
Strengestone, Canon, put in his plea to 
gain or to lose,
… and Robert Curcun de Croxhale 
impediant,

… concerning the advowson of the 
Church of Croxhale, 
… one Toft, and three acres of land with 
appurtenances in Crokeshale, 
… which the same Alicia claimed to be 
her reasonable dower of the freehold 
which was of Robert de Curzon 
formerly her husband, and Thomas 
then called the same Richard to be his 
warrantor. 
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Who came and warranted for him and 
whereof there was a plea between them 
in the said court, that is to say, that the 
aforesaid Thomas acknowledged and 
granted the whole aforesaid town of 
Kettlestone with appurtenances to be 
the dower of the same Alicia to be held 
for her whole life as dower. 

And the same Robert and his heirs will 
warrant to the same Prior and his 
Successors and his Church of 
Rapendone,

… the aforesaid advowson, toft, and 
three acres of land with appurtenances,
… as his free pure and perpetual alms 
against all men for ever. 

And the same Prior received the 
aforesaid Robert and his heirs into each 
of the benefits and prayers which 
henceforth shall be made in his Church 
of Rapendone for ever.
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An Assize came to know if Richard de 
Corzoun and Robert Pek unjustly and 
without a judgment
disseised William de Corzoun of the 
common of his pasture in Croxhale 
which belongs to his freehold in the 
same town. 

And as to which he complains that they 
have disseised him of the common of 
his pasture in two acres of meadow in 
which he was accustomed to have 
common with his cattle of all kinds 
throughout the whole year, 
… and in like manner of common of 
pasture in twenty acres of land in which 
he was accustomed to have common 
with his cattle of all kinds in open time. 

And Richard and Robert come and say 
nothing as to why the assize should be 
discontinued,
… except only that the aforesaid 
Richard says as to one acre of the 
aforesaid two of meadow,
… that a certain Robert his father 
enfeoffed him of the same acre,
… and that the aforesaid Robert was 
accustomed yearly to mow the 
aforesaid acre at his will,
… as to which he says that if any 
disseisin was done to him it was by the 
aforesaid Robert his father, and not by 
himself. 
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And the aforesaid says concerning the 
other acre of meadow,
… that a certain Robert de Beverley 
held it from year to year at the will of 
the said Robert his father,
…and he says that the same Robert de 
Beverley was accustomed to keep it 
fenced so that no one used to common 
on it, 
… and he says that after the death of 
the aforesaid Robert de Beverley it 
reverted to Richard himself as heir of 
the aforesaid Robert his father, 
… whence he says that he has done no 
disseisin to him.

And as to the aforesaid twenty acres of 
pasture,
… he says that the same William in in 
seisin peacefully of the same pasture, 
… and that he has done no disseisin to 
him. 

He puts himself on the assize.  

The Jurors say on their oath that the 
aforesaid Richard and Robert did not 
disseise the aforesaid William of the 
common of the aforesaid twenty acres 
of pasture and of one of the aforesaid 
two acres, 
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… also they say that in truth the 
aforesaid Robert de Beverley held it of 
the aforesaid Robert, father of the 
aforesaid Richard, from year to year, at 
the will of the same Robert. 

And they say that the same Robert 
while he held the aforesaid acre of 
pasture, did not allow the aforesaid 
William to have common in it, 

… Whence they say that the disseisin 
which has been done to the aforesaid 
William was done by the aforesaid 
Robert de Beverley, and not by Richard. 

And concerning the other acre of 
pasture, 
… the aforesaid say that the aforesaid 
Richard disseised the aforesaid William 
of the common of the aforesaid acre of 
meadow etc., as the writ says. 

And therefore it is considered that the 
aforesaid William shall recover his 
seisin of the common of pasture of the 
aforesaid acre of pasture by view of 
recognitors, 

… and Richard is fined. 

And likewise the aforesaid William is 
fined for a false complaint as appears 
above.
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This is the final concord made in the 
Court of the Lord the King at York on 
the Morrow of the Ascension of the 
Lord in the thirty first Year of the Reign 
of King Edward son of King Henry, 
Before Radulfas de Hengham, William 
de Bereford, Elyas de Bekyngham, 
Peter Malorre, William Howarde and 
Lambert de Trikyngham Justices and 
other faithful men of the Lord the King 
then present there, 
… Between Henry son of Henry de La 
Chaumbres de Bynigtone demandant,
… and William de Monte Alto de 
Croxhale deforciant,
… concerning one Messuage, one Toft, 
and five Borates of Land with the 
appurtenances in Croxhale,

… regarding which a plea of convention 
was summoned between them in the 
same Court, 
.. To wit that the aforesaid William 
acknowledges the aforesaid tenements 
with the appurtenances to be the Right 
of the same Henry.

And he gave them to him in the same 
Court to be had and held by the same 
Henry and his heirs,
… from the chief lords of that fee by the 
services which belong to these 
tenements for ever. 
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And besides the same William granted 
for himself and his heirs that they will 
warrant to the same Henry and his heirs 
the aforesaid tenements with the 
appurtenances against all men for ever. 

And for this acknowledgment, render, 
warranty, fine and concord the same 
Henry gave the aforesaid William 
twenty Pounds sterling.

The King to his Escheator on this side 
Trent, Greeting. 

Whereas we have perceived by the 
Inquisition which we caused to be made 
by you,
… that Roger de Brabazon, deceased, 
gave and granted to Thomas son of 
William Curzon de Crouxhale the manor 
of Sibertoft with the appurtenances in 
the County of Northampton,
… which is held from us in capite, 
… by our licence, 
… to be held by the aforesaid Thomas 
and his heirs from us and our heirs for 
ever,
… by the services thence due and 
accustomed. 
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And whereas the same Thomas by 
virtue of the aforesaid gift and grant 
seized of the aforesaid manor on 
Saturday in the feast of St. Barnabas 
last year (11 June 1317),
… and peacefully continued his seisin 
of the aforesaid manor until the 
Tuesday next following [11 June),
… on which day the aforesaid Robert 
died. 

Whereas therefore the said manor is 
held of us in capite as aforesaid,
… by the service of finding at the 
expence of the aforesaid manor one 
man on foot for forty days in our army, 

… we command you that you shall no 
longer interfere with the said manor 
which, together with the other lands 
and tenements which were the 
aforesaid Roberts on the day when he 
died,
… you have taken as is said, into our 
hand,
… always saving in all things our right 
and that of every other, 
… delivering to those to whom they 
belong the revenues thence received by 
you from the time of taking them into 
our hand. 
Witness at Buckeley 8th day of July.
[The end of this writ is not copied in full 
and is therefore rather obscure and not 
quite grammatical.]
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Placita de Quo Warranto before William 
de Herle and his fellows Justices 
itinerant in the County of Derby on 
Monday next after the feast of the 
apostles Peter and Paul in the fourth 
year of the Reign of King Edward the 
third from the conquest.

William Curzoun was summoned to 
answer to the lord the king concerning 
the plea by what warrant he claims to 
have free warren in all his desmesne 
lands in his manor of Croxhalle etc.

And William comes and says,
… that the Lord Edward formerly King 
of England,
… grandfather of the present lord the 
king, 
… granted and confirmed by his charter 
to Brabazon,
… that he and his heirs for ever shall 
have free warren in all his demesne 
lands in his manor of Croxhale in this 
county,
… provided only that they be not within 
the bounds of the kings forest,
… so that no one may enter those lands 
to hunt in them or to take anything 
which may belong to warren,
… without the licence and will of the 
same Roger or of his heirs,
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… in pain of forfeiture to the king of ten 
pounds,
… and he produces the charter of the 
aforesaid King Edward etc.,

And if they have enlarged that warren 
by usurping to themselves warren in 
other lands etc. 

Therefore it is inquired etc. 

The Jurors say on their oath that the 
aforesaid William de Curzoun and all 
those who held the aforesaid manor 
from the time of the aforesaid grant 
have well used the aforesaid warren in 
all things according as inquiry is made 
as to the warren etc. 

Therefore the aforesaid William 
Curzoun is dismissed without a day 
saving the kings right &c.

Croxall Number 12 (p. 143).  
Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author).  An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices. London: 
Bemrose (1881).

Call number: SRLF_UCLA:LAGE-3526470
Digitizing sponsor: Internet Archive
Book contributor: University of California Libraries
Only 100 copies printed. Cf. British Museum. Catalogue of printed books, 1881
"The registers of Croxall parish [1586-1812]": p. [82]-119 p
Includes the townships of Catton (p. [165]-250) and the manor of Oakley (p. [251]-258)

Identifier-access:  http://www.archive.org/details/parishofcroxall00ussh



139

Ussher, Richard ( born1846?) (author). An historical sketch of the parish of Croxall, in the county of Derby. With appendices.  London: 
Bemrose (1881).

Call number: SRLF_UCLA:LAGE-3526470
Digitizing sponsor: Internet Archive
Book contributor: University of California Libraries
Only 100 copies printed. Cf. British Museum. Catalogue of printed books, 1881
"The registers of Croxall parish [1586-1812]": p. [82]-119 p
Includes the townships of Catton (p. [165]-250) and the manor of Oakley (p. [251]-258)

Identifier-access:  http://www.archive.org/details/parishofcroxall00ussh



140

Final concord made at Westminster in 
the octaves of St. John the Baptist in 
the third year of King Henry the Sixth, 
… between John Cursun de Croxhale, 
plaintiff,
… and John Creweker and Agnes his 
wife, deforcients of the manor of 
Twyford, with appurtenances. 

John and Agnes acknowledged it to be 
the right of the same John Cursun. 

And for this recognition, etc., 
the same John Cursun granted to the 
aforesaid John Creweker and Agnes the 
aforesaid manor with appurtenances,

… and rendered it to them,
… to be had by them and their heirs of 
the same John procreated of his body,
… from the aforesaid John Cursun and 
his heirs for ever,
… rendering thence yearly one rose at 
the feast of the nativity of Saint John 
the Baptist, 
… for all service belonging to the 
aforesaid John Cursun and his heirs. 

And doing thence to the chief lords of 
that fee for the aforesaid John Cursun 
and his heirs all other services which 
belong to the aforesaid manor for ever. 
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And if the same John Creweker shall 
die without an heir procreated from his 
body, 
… then after the decease of the 
aforesaid John Creweker and Agnes,
… the aforesaid manor shall return 
entire to the aforesaid John Cursun and 
his heirs,
… quit from the other heirs of the same 
John Creweker.
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer).   Four girls sitting on the edge of a sidewalk during the 1904 Stockyards Strike (1904 July 7 -
September 9).

The stockyards owned by the Union Stock Yard & Transit Company were located in the New City community area of Chicago, Illinois.

Preferred citation: DN-0000967, Chicago Daily News negatives collection, Chicago History Museum. 
Found online at Reference copy http://chsmedia.org/media/dn/00/0009/DN-0000967.jpg

The online images are supplied for reference purposes only. All other uses are restricted. To acquire copies, including improved copies, or 
permission for use, please contact Chicago History Museum, Rights and Reproductions Department, 1601 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 
60614. 

Note: I cropped and enhanced the online image extensively.  I quibble with restrictions placed on the use of the image by the Museum.  
Donors to the museum and the museum itself receive several tax breaks that should place the material in the public domain, especially 
because tax breaks to some entities increase tax burdens on other entities, forcing them to pay out-of-pocket for a piece of items such as 
the above.
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer). Women and children gathered on a wooden sidewalk in Little Hell (1902 September 22).

Little Hell was a neighborhood in the Near North Side of Chicago, Illinois. Wooden apartment houses are visible behind them. 

Preferred citation: DN-0000210, Chicago Daily News negatives collection, Chicago History Museum. 
Found online at Reference copy http://chsmedia.org/media/dn/00/0002/DN-0000210.jpg

The online images are supplied for reference purposes only. All other uses are restricted. To acquire copies, including improved copies, or 
permission for use, please contact Chicago History Museum, Rights and Reproductions Department, 1601 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 
60614. 

Note: I cropped and enhanced the online image extensively.  I quibble with restrictions placed on the use of the image by the Museum.  
Donors to the museum and the museum itself receive several tax breaks that should place the material in the public domain, especially 
because tax breaks to some entities increase tax burdens on other entities, forcing them to pay out-of-pocket for a piece of items such as 
the above.
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer). Men on steps of a building that has a sign reading L. d'Urso Agenzia Italiana (1902).

View of at least seven men standing on the outdoor steps leading up to the door of a wooden building in Chicago, Illinois. Most of the men 
are facing each other or the door. There are signs posted on the building in English and Italian. Two similar buildings are visible in the 
background, and several women and a child are standing on the sidewalk near the agency. 

Citation:  Preferred citation: DN-0000204, Chicago Daily News negatives collection, Chicago History Museum. 
Found online at Reference copy http://chsmedia.org/media/dn/00/0002/DN-0000204.jpg

The online images are supplied for reference purposes only. All other uses are restricted. To acquire copies, including improved copies, or 
permission for use, please contact Chicago History Museum, Rights and Reproductions Department, 1601 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 
60614. 

Note: I cropped and enhanced the online image extensively.  I quibble with restrictions placed on the use of the image by the Museum.  
Donors to the museum and the museum itself receive several tax breaks that should place the material in the public domain, especially 
because tax breaks to some entities increase tax burdens on other entities, forcing them to pay out-of-pocket for a piece of items such as 
the above.
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer).  Men pushing a horse drawn wagon along a dirt road while other men watch from the sidewalk 
(1904).

Summary:  Image of men pushing a horse drawn wagon along a dirt road while other men watch from the sidewalk in Chicago, Illinois. A 
boy selling newspapers is standing nearby. 
Found online at Reference copy http://chsmedia.org/media/dn/00/0009/DN-0000953.jpg

The online images are supplied for reference purposes only. All other uses are restricted. To acquire copies, including improved copies, or 
permission for use, please contact Chicago History Museum, Rights and Reproductions Department, 1601 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 
60614. 

Note: I cropped and enhanced the online image extensively.  I quibble with restrictions placed on the use of the image by the Museum.  
Donors to the museum and the museum itself receive several tax breaks that should place the material in the public domain, especially 
because tax breaks to some entities increase tax burdens on other entities, forcing them to pay out-of-pocket for a piece of items such as 
the above.
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Chicago Daly News (photographer).  School strike, a group of boys assembled in front of Garfield school (1902 November 13).

One boy appears to be African American. The children went on strike to demand a longer time for recess. The school was located at West 
14th and South Kedzie Avenue in the North Lawndale community area of Chicago, Illinois.

Cite as: DN-0000473, Chicago Daily News negatives collection, Chicago Historical Society.

Note:  A longer recess for children, means a longer break from children for teachers who don’t have playground duty.  Who do you think put 
the children up to their strike?  The school itself is little more than window dressing for a tax on landed property, a generous part of which 
pays out as interest on the municipal bonds that wealthy entities buy.  Teachers put on a cart and pony show to get their cut of the tax.  
Everyone in the school chafes at the bit.
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer).  Hollister murder case house, view of the back of the house from the alley (1906).

Preferred citation: DN-0002596, Chicago Daily News negatives collection, Chicago History Museum. 
Found online  http://chsmedia.org/media/dn/00/0025/DN-0002596.jpg

The onine images are supplied for reference purposes only. All other uses are restricted. To acquire copies, including improved copies, or 
permission for use, please contact Chicago History Museum, Rights and Reproductions Department, 1601 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 
60614. 

Note: I cropped and enhanced the online image extensively.  I quibble with restrictions placed on the use of the image by the Museum.  
Donors to the museum and the museum itself receive several tax breaks that should place the material in the public domain, especially 
because tax breaks to some entities increase tax burdens on other entities, forcing them to pay out-of-pocket for a piece of items such as 
the above.
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Chicago Daily News, Inc. (photographer).  Fred M. Kantzler, Jr. Saloon on State Street (1903).

Exterior view of the Fred M. Kantzler, Jr. Saloon at 2101 South State Street in the Near South Side community area of Chicago, Illinois. A 
pedestrian is walking in front of the store on the sidewalk. A streetlight is visible on the corner and the elevated railroad tracks are crossing 
21st Street in the background. 
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