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JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP

[TOWNSHIP 40N]

SURVEY, ORIGINAL SALES,

AND SUBDIVISIONS

PART C
Background: Chicago skyline from Planetarium promontory.
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Real estate speculators and 

good faith purchasers of the 

public lands in Jefferson 

Township held their patents 

until they could sell the land for 

a substantial profit to real estate 

developers (subdividers).

Though the municipal 

corporation of Chicago was 

empowered by the state of 

Illinois to regulate land within 

city boundaries to some extent, 

and enacted regulations to do 

so, real estate developers 

divided, designed, and improved 

their tracts at will, regardless of 

city rules.
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Streets, alleys, sidewalks, tree 

lawns, tree plantings and 

building frontages don’t line up 

from subdivision to subdivision 

even when city leaders tried to 

exert a proprietary paternalism 

on all facets of the city’s look 

and development.

Developers eluded city rules 

because they knew the full 

extent of and exerted the private 

property rights their federal land 

patents gave them.
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Private developers paid for all 

the visual improvements to their 

tracts, and passed the costs to 

buyers in the purchase price, 

thereby maintaining the private 

status of streets, alleys, 

sidewalks, tree lawns, tree 

plantings and structures.

Municipal ordinances, like many 

Illinois statutes, have divided 

property owners into a variety of 

classes in a manner that 

violates the principles of 

uniformity and equal rights.

The laws pretend that rights are 

privileges and grant them in a 

discriminatory fashion, as the 

monarchs of yore were wont to 

do. 
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The urbanization of the United 

States occurred rapidly, and 

appears to have been the 

creature of the profit motive of 

real estate speculators and 

developers.

Immigrants provided a large part 

of urban populations forced to 

buy small urban lots for the 

profit of speculators.

The industrialization of the 

Chicago area appears to have 

been a phenomenon that served 

only as a temporary excuse to 

import foreign labor that would 

be forced to buy urban lots.
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Land sales provided short-term 

profit for speculators.

Deindustrialization has created 

long-term profit for speculators 

because it forces interminable 

municipal, state, national, and 

personal debt on urban 

populations and eventually on 

everyone nation-wide, because 

the city is difficult to 

deconstruct and escape.

Urban problems are entirely the 

creature of speculators and 

developers.  

The problems are the self-

fulfilling and profitable fallout of 

the greed of early settlers and 

exploiters who forgot who paid 

for US soil, how they paid, and 

why they paid.
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A majority of Americans paid for 

the acquisition of US soil with 

their lives and their modest 

wealth so they could be free.

Americans didn’t give up their 

lives and assets for US soil so 

they could be enslaved by debt.
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(1907) Jefferson Township Section 9.
Exterior view of the Henry Wulff residence, located between 4921 and 4925 North Milwaukee Avenue (formerly 4361 Milwaukee Avenue) in 
the Jefferson Park community area of Chicago, Illinois.

This photonegative taken by a Chicago Daily News photographer may have been published in the newspaper. 

Cite as: DN-0005191, Chicago Daily News negatives collection, 
Chicago Historical Society, Clark Street at North Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-6071. 

This image is similar to DN-0005192. 
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(1917 April 9) Jefferson Township Section 28.
Exterior view of the home of Laughlan Falconer, located at 3000 North Cicero in the Belmont community area of Chicago, Illinois.

This photonegative taken by a Chicago Daily News photographer may have been published in the newspaper. 

Cite as: DN-0067818, Chicago Daily News negatives collection. 
Chicago Historical Society, Clark Street at North Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-6071.
(original negative) ichicdn n067818 
found at http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/I?cdn:2:./temp/~ammem_uXUZ::displayType=1:m856sd=ichicdn:m856sf=n067818:@@@
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Chicago (1920). Census tracts of Chicago grouped into 148 areas showing population density per sq. mile, 1920.  Chicago: University of 
Chicago (1934).

Found at University of Chicago on-line presentation: Chicago in the 1920s and 1930s: view from the Chicago School.
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/ssrc/

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/ssrc/G4104-C6E2-1920-U5.html
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Chicago (1930). Census tracts of Chicago grouped into 148 areas showing increase or decrease of population, 1920 to 1930.  Chicago: 
University of  Chicago (1934).

Found at University of Chicago on-line presentation: Chicago in the 1920s and 1930s: view from the Chicago School.
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/ssrc/

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/ssrc/G4104-C6E24-1930-U5.html
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(1924). Jefferson Township Section 28.
View of groups of men and a boy standing in front of the West City Trust and Saving Bank, located at Fullerton and Cicero Avenues in the 
Belmont Cragin community area of Chicago, Illinois. The Sweetland store is visible in the background, next door to the bank.

This photonegative taken by a Chicago Daily News photographer may have been published in the newspaper. 

Cite as: DN-0077770, Chicago Daily News negatives collection.
Chicago Historical Society, Clark Street at North Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-6071. 
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(1924). Jefferson Township Section 28.
Informal three-quarter length portrait of Detective Raymond and Lieutenant Michael Hughes of the Chicago Police Department, standing 
in front of the West City Trust and Saving Bank, located at Fullerton and Cicero Avenues in the Belmont Cragin community area of
Chicago, Illinois. An unidentified man is partially visible standing in the background.

This photonegative taken by a Chicago Daily News photographer may have been published in the newspaper. 

Cite as: DN-0077769, Chicago Daily News negatives collection. 
Chicago Historical Society, Clark Street at North Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-6071. 
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(1924). Jefferson Township Section 28.
Informal three-quarter length group portrait of Charles Ostrom, Wana Wolowski, and Rudolph B. Braver standing in front of the Sweetland 
Store and the West City Trust and Saving Bank, located at Fullerton and Cicero Avenues in the Belmont Cragin community area of 
Chicago, Illinois.

This photonegative taken by a Chicago Daily News photographer may have been published in the newspaper. 

Cite as: DN-0077772, Chicago Daily News negatives collection.
Chicago Historical Society, Clark Street at North Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-6071.
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Chicago (1875).  Map of the City of Chicago.  Chicago: Warner & Beers Publishers (1875).
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Township 40N (Jefferson Township) (at time of annexation to Chicago in 1889).

Map of Chicago showing growth of the city by annexations.  Chicago: City of Chicago (1911).

Found at University of Chicago Library on-line presentation: Chicago 1900-1914.
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/lib/public/full_screen.html?http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/G4104-C6S1-1911-M2/



20

1903
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Jefferson Township (1903).  Rondonell, Max (draughtsman).  Mitchell's real estate map of Chicago and suburbs : including towns of 
Norwood Pk., Leyden, Cicero, Riverside, the east half of Proviso, Lyons, Stickney, Calument, Worth, and the east half of Palos, Cook 
County, Illinois. Chicago: William L. Mitchell (1902, 1903).

Found at University of Chicago Library on-line presentation: Chicago 1900-1914.
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/lib/public/full_screen.html?http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/G4104-C6A1-1903-M5-1of8/
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Jefferson Township (1903).  Rondonell, Max (draughtsman).  Mitchell's real estate map of Chicago and suburbs : including towns of 
Norwood Pk., Leyden, Cicero, Riverside, the east half of Proviso, Lyons, Stickney, Calument, Worth, and the east half of Palos, Cook 
County, Illinois. Chicago: William L. Mitchell (1902, 1903).

Found at University of Chicago Library on-line presentation: Chicago 1900-1914.
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/lib/public/full_screen.html?http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/G4104-C6A1-1903-M5-1of8/
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Jefferson Township (1908). Map showing house numbers on section and half section line streets under plan for re-numbering streets in 
the City of Chicago, as required by ordinance in effect on and after September 1, 1909, and printed on back hereof.  Chicago: Chicago 
Title & Trust (1908)..

Found at University of Chicago Library on-line presentation: Chicago 1900-1914.
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/lib/public/full_screen.html?http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/G4104-C6A11-1908-C7-recto/
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Jefferson Township (1908). Map showing house numbers on section and half section line streets under plan for re-numbering streets in 
the City of Chicago, as required by ordinance in effect on and after September 1, 1909, and printed on back hereof.  Chicago: Chicago 
Title & Trust (1908)..

Found at University of Chicago Library on-line presentation: Chicago 1900-1914.
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/lib/public/full_screen.html?http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/G4104-C6A11-1908-C7-recto/
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Jefferson Township (1910).  Rand McNally new standard map of Chicago.  Chicago: Rand McNally & Co. (1910).

Found at University of Chicago Library on-line presentation: Chicago 1900-1914.
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/lib/public/full_screen.html?http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/G4104-C6-1910-R3-N/
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Jefferson Township (1913).  Deuther, Tomaz F. (artist).   Real rapid transit at least cost.  Chicago: North-West Side Commercial 
Association of Chicago (1913).

Found at University of Chicago Library on-line presentation: Chicago 1900-1914.
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/G4104-C6P33-1913-D4.html



27

Jefferson Township Section 28.  

Chicago (2006).  Chicago Transportation Authority Map.
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Jefferson Township (1914).   School Map of Chicago.  Chicago: Board of Education of the City of Chicago (1914).

Found at University of Chicago Library on-line presentation: Chicago 1900-1914.
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/lib/public/full_screen.html?http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/maps/chi1900/G4104-C6E68-1914-C7/
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Portrait of Laughlan Falconer, a farmer, sitting in a room in Chicago, Illinois. Falconer was 100 years old (ca. 1917 Apr. 9.)

This photonegative taken by a Chicago Daily News photographer may have been published in the newspaper. 

Cite as: DN-0067817, Chicago Daily News negatives collection, Chicago Historical Society. 
DN-0067817

Chicago Historical Society, Clark Street at North Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-6071. 
(original negative) ichicdn n067817 
found at http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/I?cdn:1:./temp/~ammem_uXUZ::displayType=1:m856sd=ichicdn:m856sf=n067817:@@@
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Google Books and archives.org are engaged in large projects to scan t he pages of copyright-free books and put them online in a variety 
of formats for the public good.

I put the pages into jpeg format and enhance them for readability to support the assertions I  make  in tutorials about US soil and 
government.
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