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JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP

[TOWNSHIP 40N]

SURVEY, ORIGINAL SALES,

AND SUBDIVISIONS

PART A
Background: Chicago skyline from Planetarium promontory.

Materials are presented for  educational purposes only.
I’m not a licensed attorney and don’t intend the materials presented here to replace the services of licensed attorneys
I work alone on a small, fixed personal  income.If you appreciate my work, take advantage of it, and are able, 
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Time For Democracy

Chicago, IL  60647-1127
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In 1763, by the Treaty of Paris, 

France ceded a large chunk of 

North America (also known as 

the Northwest Territory) to Great 

Britain.

Some of the British colonies

incorporated parts of the 

territory in their charters, with 

Virginia claiming jurisdiction 

over the largest part.

In 1783, by another Treaty of 

Paris, Great Britain ceded the 

Northwest Territory to the US.

The several former colonies that 

claimed parts of the territory 

ceded their claims to the US 

Congress for disposition.

The plan was to sell the land to 

pay down the revolutionary war 

debts at home and abroad.
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In 1785, the US Congress (the 

Continental Congress) enacted 

a fundamental and prototypical 

law for the survey and sale of 

territorial soil.

The land was to be divided into 

6-mile square townships; and 

each township was to be further 

divided into 36 one-mile square 

sections, starting at the 

southeast corner of Ohio.

The 1785 Land Act was and still 

is one of the most important 

acts of the American revolution.

It’s consistent with democratic 

principles listed in the 1776 

Declaration, because it reserves 

5 of every 36 square mile 

sections from sale, to be rented 

for income to support a minimist 

government without taxation.
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The 1785 Land Act reservations 

were obstacles to people who 

wished to exploit the new nation 

for personal aggrandizement 

and wealth.

They used positions in and out 

of government to pervert both 

the provisions and intent of the 

land act, and to make the 

reservations disappear.

Though memory of the land act 

and the benefits of the 

reservations have almost 

entirely been extinguished, the 

act survives in the description 

of all land incorporated by every 

deed for real estate in Jefferson 

Township and beyond.
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In 1796, after US founders 

reconstituted as the US 

Congress under the 1787 US 

Constitution, they confirmed the 

provisions of the 1785 Land Act 

and made the reservations 

stronger.

The 1785 and 1796 Land Acts 

created individual property 

rights mankind had never 

enjoyed before.

The 1776 Declaration likewise 

exerted individual personal 

rights that mankind hadn’t 

enjoyed before.

Again, in 1796, Washington’s 

Farewell Address confirms that 

the 1787 Constitution existed to 

protect both the personal and 

property rights of man, newly 

acknowledged and free of 

monarchical control.
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http://www.surveyhistory.org/metes_&_bounds_vs__public_land.htm
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Fitzpatrick, John C. (editor) (1933).  An Ordinance for Disposing of Lands in the North Western Territory (1785 May 20) (page 375).  
Journals of the Continental Congress, Vol. 28 (1785 Jan 11 – Jun 30).  Washington (DC): US Government Printing Office.  
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Template for patent (title, deed) that transfers whole township from Congress to private buyer.
Fitzpatrick, John C. (editor) (1933).  An Ordinance for Disposing of Lands in the North Western Territory (1785 May 20) (page 375).  
Journals of the Continental Congress, Vol. 28 (1785 Jan 11 – Jun 30).  Washington (DC): US Government Printing Office. 

The template for patents for the sale of whole townships specifies the 5 reserved sections for two reasons: (1) to deter the original 
purchaser from selling reservation land intended to benefit township inhabitants forever; and (2) to ensure that deeds derived from the 
original patent would make the assigns aware of the reservations and their benefits.
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Template for deed that transfers township lots from Congress to private buyer.
Fitzpatrick, John C. (editor) (1933).  An Ordinance for Disposing of Lands in the North Western Territory (1785 May 20) (page 375).  
Journals of the Continental Congress, Vol. 28 (1785 Jan 11 – Jun 30).  Washington (DC): US Government Printing Office. 

The template for land patents (titles, deeds) for the sale of sections and fractional sections didn’t need to mention the 5 reserved sections 
because the reservation and the benefits are embedded d irectly in the patent because of the provisions of the 1785 Land Act. 
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Peters, Richard (editor, by authority of Congress).  Statute 29, An Act providing for the sale of US land in the territory northwest of the Ohio 
River and above the mouth of the Kentucky River (page 464). The Public Statutes at Large of the United States of America from 1789 to 
1845, and copious notes of the decisions of the courts of the United States.  Boston: Charles C. Little and James Brown (1845).
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Note:  Footnotes to the 1845 authorized edition of US public laws indicates that the US Supreme court upheld the perpetuity of the 
reservations of the 5 sections in the 1785-1796 land acts.  Furthermore, the 1796 land act drops the sale-or-disposition provision for the 4 
sections reserved to Congress by the 1785 land act and reduces Congress to a disposition-only option, with disposition meaning treatment 
up to but not including sale.
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1805.
baseline and meridian established

Progress of 1785 Land Act Survey in Illinois

US GLO survey baselines and meridians in Northwest Territory.
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1818.
southern-most counties
surveyed at year of statehood

Progress of 1785 Land Act Survey in Illinois

(1818).  Illinois counties and extent of US survey.



20

1822.

Progress of 1785 Land Act Survey in Illinois

Carey, H. C. and Lea, I.  Illinois in 1822. (with view:) First State House of Illinois at Kaskaskia, the oldest town in the State).  Chicago: 
Union Atlas Co (Warner & Beers, proprietors, Lakeside Building, corner of Clark & Adams) (c. 1876, Washington DC).  

Note:  Hand col. lithograph. Shows townships, roads, "Indian boundary line," etc. Includes text and tables. A re-engraved and differently 
layed out version of the map and text "From the American Atlas, published in Philadelphia in 1822," that is, "A complete historical, 
chronological, and geographical American Atlas ... " published by H.C. Carey and I. Lea. The original map by "J. Yeager, sculp." The 
Kaskaskia view, not on the map in the 1822 atlas, measures 7 x 11 cm.  

David Rumsey Collection (2005).  # 1159.002. Series # 6.  Image #1159002.  Image ID 460002.  File name 1159002.sid.

Published as page 6 in Atlas of the State of Illinois to which are added various general maps, history, statistics and illustrations. 

Note: This is very much in the Andreas Minnesota Atlas style - Warner and Beers in fact collaborated with Andreas and did the coloring on 
the Minnesota Atlas. This 1876 edition bears little resemblance to the earlier 1871 edition by Warner, Higgins & Beers (see our #3749) 
which used entirely different maps and had no views. Bound in half leather dark brown cloth covered boards with "Atlas of Illinois 1876 
illustrated" stamped in gold on the front and blind stamped on the back.  

Reference:  Phillips, 1513; LeGear Atlas of the United States, L4062; Phillips Maps of America, p. 330.
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1823.

Progress of 1785 Land Act Survey in Illinois

Morse, Sidney Edwards (1794-1871) (1823).  Illinois and Missouri.  New Haven (CT): N. & S.S. Jocelyn 

Note:  Engraved map with facing index page. Outline hand color. Relief shown by hachures. Prime meridians: Washington and Greenwich.  
Reference:  Karrow, 4-1416.  

David Rumsey Collection (2005).  List # 4869.011.  Series # 15. Image #  4869011.  File Name 4869011.sid.

Published in An atlas of the United States, on an improved plan; consisting of ten maps, with a complete index to each, and a general map 
of the whole country.
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1825.

Progress of 1785 Land Act Survey in Illinois

Tanner, Henry S. (engraver, publisher) (1825).  llinois And Missouri Improved To 1825.  Pennsylvania: H.S. Tanner (1823 August 20).

David Rumsey Collection (c. 2005)  cf P3669-17.  List # 2755.017.  Series # 31.

Published in A New American Atlas Containing Maps Of The Several States of the North American Union, Projected and drawn on a 
Uniform Scale from Documents found in the public Offices of the United States and State Governments, and other Original and Authentic 
Information, By Henry S. Tanner ... Philadelphia: Published By H.S. Tanner. 1825. (title page only) Writing Drawn and Engraved by Joseph 
Perkins. Barralet del. Humphrys sc.  

Note:  2nd edition, maps and title page dated 1825, except S.A. 1823. Like P3669, except S.A. dated 1823 and N.A. dated 1825. Fine copy 
with extra large sheets bound in full tree calf edged in gilt - the most beautiful and elegant binding we have seen of an American Atlas, 
stamped "Davis, Binder - Philada." The spine is titled "American Atlas" on a red leather label in gilt. Memoir dated 1825, with slight changes 
from the 1823 memoir. The index sheet is numbered 1-22 in two columns, vs in one column in the 1823 edition and in two columns 
numbered 1-17 in the 1833 editions. The maps of the World and America have Arctic discoveries not shown in earlier editions, as does the 
N.A. map which also shows the Russian Alaska boundary of 1824. The state maps have various updates from the earlier issues (mostly 
adding counties) although three (Maine etc., Penn., N. & S. Carolina) have 1825 dates with no obvious changes from the earlier issues. 
See our table comparing all five editions map by map. According to Wolter (Mountains & Rivers article) the 1825 S.A. map has a more 
elaborate mountains and rivers diagram than any earlier issues. This issue of the atlas can be truly called an edition - all the maps have 
1825 dates and the geography is current; the 1823 parts issue is also an edition. Later editions were compilations - some maps were 
updated, others were not or were taken from out of date issues. Full color.  

David Rumsey Collection (c. 2005) cf P3669.  List # 2755.000  Image # 2755017  File # 2755017.sid 
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1831.

Progress of 1785 Land Act Survey in Illinois

Map of the States Of Ohio, Indiana & Illinois And Part Of Michigan Territory Compiled from the Latest Authorities.  Young, J.H. (engraver).  
Philadelphia (PA):  S. A. Mitchell (Samuel Augustus) (publisher) (1831).  

Reference:  P11026-11.  

David Rumsey Collection (c. 1998).   List # 3884.011.  Series # 14.   Image #3884011. Image ID: 10054. File Name:  3884011.sid  

Page 11 in A New American Atlas, Designed Principally To Illustrate The Geography Of The United States Of North America; In Which 
Every Country In Each State And Territory Of The Union Is Accurately Delineated, As Far As At Present Known: The Whole Compiled 
From The Latest And Most Authentic Information. 

Note: Mitchell's first atlas, published in the first year of Mitchell's map publishing career. Mitchell purchased the plates for this atlas from 
Anthony Finley, who used them previously in his 1826 edition of his own atlas of the same title, "New American Atlas" (see our # 0278, 
0279). Mitchell reissued the atlas with Mitchell's imprint on all the maps, with updating on the maps, and with new borders for the maps. 
This form of the atlas (folio) is most rare, with no copy in the Library of Congress and only two copies located by LeGear in her "American 
Atlases" bibliography. Dealers note only one copy for sale or at auction in the last decade. The maps included in the atlas were produced 
by Mitchell primarily as pocket maps and this explains the rarity of the folio atlas. Maps in full hand painted color. Atlas bound in half leather 
marbled paper covered boards with red leather label stamped with "American Atlas" in gilt.

Reference: American Atlases L3584; P11026 and L3585 (Pocket edition).  
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1833.
townships surveyed to Indian 
boundary line in northern Illinois 
where surveys wait for effective 
date of treaty that ended 
Blackhawk War.
Progress of 1785 Land Act Survey in Illinois

(1833).  US GLO Survey Map.  Illinois Townships and extent of US survey.
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1837.
northern Illinois and Cook
County townships surveyed
for canal land donation and sale

Progress of 1785 Land Act Survey in Illinois

(1837). US GLO Survey Map.  Illinois Townships and extent of US survey.
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1841.
all Illinois townships surveyed
except area north of Chicago

Progress of 1785 Land Act Survey in Illinois

(1841). US GLO Survey Map.  Illinois Townships and extent of US survey.
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Several Indian tribes maintained 

transient camps in the Chicago 

area for the purpose of trading 

animal skins with the agents of 

Canadian and American fur 

companies.

Indian tribes had no permanent 

settlements in the Chicago area; 

nor any system that established 

title to the land.

British and US agents who 

could have seized all the land by 

conquest, decided instead to 

acquire it by purchase.

To facilitate the purchase of US 

soil, US agents attributed a 

proprietary interest in the land 

to tribes that had no real 

proprietary interest in it.
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Then, from the 1790s through 

the 1830s, US agents engaged in 

several treaties with several 

non-proprietary tribes for the 

purchase of Chicago area land.

One of the treaties established a 

boundary line that passed 

through Jefferson township.

A half-Mohawk, half-Irish-

Canadian man named Billy 

Caldwell (also known as 

Sauganash) moved a band of 

Potawatomies into the area to 

establish proprietorship and 

negotiate the treaty.

His reward was Caldwell’s 

reserve.
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Billy Caldwell eventually sold 

his reserve and moved the tribe 

to the vicinity of Council Bluffs, 

Iowa, where he died.

He’s famous for fighting with the 

British against the Americans in 

the war of 1812, but also famous 

for rescuing captives that 

hostile Indians took from their 

massacre at Ft. Dearborn.

He was a friend of Tecumseh 

and of Blackhawk.

US surveyors and land agents 

divided and sold Jefferson 

township in two parts, one 

northwest of the Indian 

boundary line and the other 

southeast of it.
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found at http://dennis-william-butt.com/Land%20Cessions%201795-1809%20half%20size.jpg
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Chicago 1718 (page 261) in Hurlbut, Henry H. (1880).   Chicago Antiquities, comprising original items and relations, letters, extracts, and 
notes, pertaining to early Chicago; embellished with views, portraits, autographs, etc..  Chicago: Fergus Printing Company (printed for the 
author) (1881).

Found at www.google.com

“A public domain book is one that was never subject to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book 
is in the public domain may vary country to country.  

“Public domain books are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often 
difficult to discover.  Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely 
accessible.

“Public domain books belong to the public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in 
order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing 
technical restrictions on automated querying.”
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Chicago 1720 (page 263) in Hurlbut, Henry H. (1880).   Chicago Antiquities, comprising original items and relations, letters, extracts, and 
notes, pertaining to early Chicago; embellished with views, portraits, autographs, etc..  Chicago: Fergus Printing Company (printed for the 
author) (1881).

Found at www.google.com
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This 1755 map notes deeds of sale by 6 Indian nations to the British king in 1720 and 1744 
at a time when the French king had dominion. 

Chicago 1755 (page 269) in Hurlbut, Henry H. (1880).   Chicago Antiquities, comprising original items and relations, letters, extracts, and 
notes, pertaining to early Chicago; embellished with views, portraits, autographs, etc..  Chicago: Fergus Printing Company (printed for the 
author) (1881).

Found at www.google.com
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Chicago 1818 (page 269) in Hurlbut, Henry H. (1880).   Chicago Antiquities, comprising original items and relations, letters, extracts, and 
notes, pertaining to early Chicago; embellished with views, portraits, autographs, etc..  Chicago: Fergus Printing Company (printed for the 
author) (1881).

Found at www.google.com
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1836.  Indian boundary line 
passed through township 40N.

Progress of 1785 Land Act Survey in Illinois

North Part of N.E. Land District, of Illinois.  Attachment B. Doc. 215.  in Woodbury, Levi (US Treasurer) (1836 April 16).  Relating to surveys 
of the public lands in Illinois and Missouri (Document 1509) (page 645).  in Dickins, Asbury and Forney, John W. (editors). American State 
Papers: Public Lands, Volume 8,  Washington (DC): Gales and Seaton (1861).  [Note: The upper-right hand corner of the page says the 
map is in Public Lands Volume 7.]

(text on map): “Ceded to the US by the Treaty of Chicago 1833 September.  The Townships amounting to 560 miles directed to be 
surveyed by the Commissioner’s letter of 1835 August; and the townships and fractional townships (equal to about 51 whole townships) 
making with the meanders 3,100 miles of surveying to be subdivided after the breaking up of the winter as directed by the commissioner’s 
letter of 1835 December.”
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Sauganash (c. 1780 – September 28, 1841), a.k.a. Chief Sauganash or Billy Caldwell, was a Potawatomi leader, born of a Mohawk 
mother, near Fort Niagara.[1] His father was William Caldwell, an Irish immigrant and British soldier.

Caldwell's Camp' was a Potawatomi village led by Sauganash, this was at or near the later town of Kanesville, the precursor of Council 
Bluffs.[2]Sauganash fought in the War of 1812 as a captain of Indian forces aligned with the British. During the war he was a close friend 
and advisor to Tecumseh and acquaintance of Black Hawk. Although supporting the British, Sauganash won the admiration of Americans 
when he saved the lives of U.S. captives taken from Fort Dearborn in Chicago.[2]

He settled near Chicago in about 1820. As a result of an 1830 treaty with the U.S. government, he was granted a land tract of about 1,600 
acres (6.5 km²) north of Chicago, where he lived with a band of Potawatomi. Sauganash later was made a Justice of the Peace. According 
to Fulton (1882), Sauganash was a local celebrity who was frequently seen at hotels and restaurants in early Chicago, especially a hotel 
owned by his half brother.[3] Sauganash eventually sold the land and moved to Iowa where he led a Potawatomi band of ca. 2000 
individuals, their main village called "Caldwell's Camp", located in modern Council Bluffs, Iowa. From 1838 to 1839 his people were 
ministered to by the famed missionary Pierre-Jean De Smet, De Smet was appalled at the violence and desperation that overtook the 
Potawatomi in their new home.[4][5][6]
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This 1861-vintage map shows Billy Caldwell’s original reservation. This plot of land is responsible for an odd break in Chicago’s famous 
grid pattern. Caldwell avenue bisects the former reservation, and all of the streets within it run parallel and perpendicular with Caldwell. 
Rogers avenue is the southern border (rightmost on the map). 

This plaque was also placed by the Chicago Charter Jubilee in 1937. It marks the location where Billy Caldwell signed away his land, the 
site of the long gone Old Treaty Elm tree. 

found at http://forgottenchicago.com/features/chicago-areas/the-northern-indian-boundary-line/
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Most of the Sauganash land eventually was annexed by the city of Chicago in 1889. The Chicago neighborhood Sauganash is today 
located on a portion of the Sauganash land. In the Potawatomi language, the name "Sauganash" (Zhagenash) is said to mean 
"Englishman."

The Sauganash treaty was signed under the Old Treaty Elm, which stood until 1933. The approximate location of the Old Treaty Elm in the 
Sauganash neighborhood of Chicago is today marked with a historical marker.

The Sauganash neighborhood is located on the northwest side of Chicago and is bordered by Devon Ave. to the north, Bryn Mawr Ave. to 
the south, and Cicero Ave. to the west. The eastern boundary was an unused railroad spur. Recently, the City of Chicago converted the 
railroad spur into a bicycle trail.

Sauganash died in Council Bluffs, Iowa, on September 28, 1841.

References
"Biography at the Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online". http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01-e.php?&id_nbr=3285. Retrieved on 
2008-12-17.  
a b Whittaker (2008): Pierre-Jean De Smet’s Remarkable Map of the Missouri River Valley, 1839: What Did He See in Iowa? Journal of the 
Iowa Archeological Society 55:1-13. 
A.R. Fulton (1882) The Red Men of Iowa p. 166-167. 
Mullen, Frank (1925) Father De Smet and the Pottawattamie Indian Mission. Iowa Journal of History and Politics 23:192-216. 
Wilson and Fiske (1888) Appleton's Cyclopaedia of American Biography, p. 403. 
Fulton (1882). 
found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Caldwell
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This 1861-vintage map shows Billy Caldwell’s original reservation. This plot of land is responsible for an odd break in Chicago’s famous 
grid pattern. Caldwell avenue bisects the former reservation, and all of the streets within it run parallel and perpendicular with Caldwell. 
Rogers avenue is the southern border (rightmost on the map). 
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fractional township 40 n 1840 includes billy caldwell reservation
http://landplats.ilsos.net:9001/StyleServer/calcrgn?cat=Cook&item=30-12.sid&wid=600&hei=400&style=basic/default.xsl
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Jefferson Township (Cook County, Illinois).  1845 GLO survey plat.
Found at http://landplats.ilsos.net/Cook.html
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Jefferson Township (Cook County, Illinois).  1845 GLO survey plat.
Found at http://landplats.ilsos.net/Cook.html
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Jefferson Township (Cook County, Illinois).  1845 GLO survey plat.
Found at http://landplats.ilsos.net/Cook.html
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Jefferson Township (Cook County, Illinois).  1845 GLO survey plat.
Found at http://landplats.ilsos.net/Cook.html
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Jefferson Township (Cook County, Illinois).  1845 GLO survey plat.
Found at http://landplats.ilsos.net/Cook.html


