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Illinois Compiled Statutes 
Families 

Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act 
750 ILCS 5/ 

PART VI CUSTODY 
 
 
(750 ILCS 5/602) 
Sec. 602.  Best Interest of Child. 
(a)  The court shall determine custody in accordance with the best interest of the  child.  The court 
shall consider all relevant factors including: 
(5)  the mental and physical health of all individuals involved; 
(6)  the physical violence or threat of  physical violence by the child's potential custodian, whether 
directed against the child or directed against another person; 
(7)  the occurrence of ongoing abuse as defined in Section 103 of the Illinois Domestic Violence  
Act of 1986, whether directed against the child or directed against another person; and … 
 
 
 

Illinois Compiled Statutes 
Families 

Illinois Domestic Violence Act of 1986. 
750 ILCS 60/ 

 
(750 ILCS 60/102) 
Sec. 102.  Purposes; rules of construction.  This Act shall be liberally construed and applied to 
promote its underlying purposes, which are to: 
 
(3)  Recognize that the legal system has ineffectively dealt with family  violence in the past, 
allowing abusers to escape effective prosecution or financial liability, and has not adequately 
acknowledged the criminal nature of domestic violence; that, although many laws have changed, in 
practice there is still widespread failure to appropriately protect and assist victims; 
 
(4)  Support the efforts of victims of domestic violence to avoid further abuse by promptly entering 
and diligently enforcing court orders which prohibit abuse and, when necessary, reduce the 
abuser's access to the victim and address any related issues of child custody and economic 
support, so that victims are not trapped in abusive situations by fear of retaliation, loss of a child, 
financial dependence, or loss of accessible housing or services; 
 
(750 ILCS 60/103) 
Sec. 103.  Definitions.  For the purposes of this Act, the following terms shall have the following 
meanings: 
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 (1)  "Abuse" means physical abuse, harassment, intimidation of a dependent, interference with 
personal liberty or willful deprivation but does not include reasonable direction of a minor child by a 
parent or person in loco parentis. 
 
6)  "Family or household members" include spouses, former spouses, parents, children, 
stepchildren and other persons related by blood or by present or prior marriage, persons who 
share or formerly shared a common dwelling, persons who have or allegedly have a child in 
common, persons who share or allegedly share a blood relationship through a child, persons who 
have or have had a dating or engagement relationship, persons with disabilities and their personal 
assistants, and caregivers as defined in paragraph (3) of subsection (b) of Section 12-21 of the 
Criminal Code of 1961. 
 
(7)  "Harassment" means knowing conduct which is not necessary to accomplish a purpose that is 
reasonable under the  circumstances; would cause a reasonable person emotional distress; and 
does cause emotional distress to the petitioner. Unless the presumption is rebutted by a 
preponderance of the evidence, the following types of conduct shall be presumed to cause 
emotional distress:  
(i)  creating a disturbance at petitioner's place of employment or school; 
(ii)  repeatedly telephoning petitioner's place of  employment, home or residence; 
(iii)  repeatedly following petitioner about in a public place or places; 
(iv)  repeatedly keeping petitioner under surveillance by remaining present outside his or her home,  
school, place of employment, vehicle or other place occupied by petitioner or by peering in 
petitioner's windows; 
(v)  improperly concealing a minor child from petitioner, repeatedly threatening to improperly 
remove a minor child of petitioner's from the jurisdiction or from the physical care of petitioner, 
repeatedly threatening to conceal a minor child from petitioner, or making a single such threat 
following an actual or attempted improper removal or concealment, unless respondent was fleeing 
an incident or pattern of domestic violence; or  
(vi)  threatening physical force, confinement or restraint on one or more occasions. 
 
(9)  "Interference with personal liberty" means committing or threatening physical abuse, 
harassment, intimidation or willful deprivation so as to  compel another to engage in conduct from 
which she or he has a right to abstain or to refrain from conduct in which she or he has a right to 
engage. 
 
(15)  "Willful deprivation" means wilfully denying a person who because of age, health or disability 
requires medication, medical care, shelter, accessible shelter or services, food, therapeutic device, 
or other physical assistance, and thereby exposing that person to the risk of physical, mental or 
emotional harm, except with regard to medical care or treatment when the dependent person has 
expressed an intent to forgo such medical care or treatment.  This paragraph does not create any 
new affirmative duty to provide support to dependent persons. 
(Source: P.A. 92-253, eff. 1-1-02.) 
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Illinois Compiled Statutes 

Children 
Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act 

325 ILCS 5/ 
 
(325 ILCS 5/2) 
Sec. 2.  The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services shall, upon receiving reports 
made under this Act, protect the health, safety, and best interests of the child in all situations in 
which the child is vulnerable to child abuse or neglect, offer protective services in order to prevent 
any further harm to the child and to other children in the same environment or family, stabilize the 
home environment, and preserve family life whenever possible.  Recognizing that children also can 
be abused and neglected while living in public or private residential agencies or institutions meant 
to serve them, while attending day care centers, schools, or religious activities, or when in contact 
with adults who are responsible for the welfare of the child at that time, this Act also provides for 
the reporting and investigation of child  abuse and neglect in such instances.  In performing any of 
these duties, the Department may utilize such protective services of voluntary agencies as are 
available. 
(Source: P.A. 92-801, eff. 8-16-02.) 
 
"Abused child" means a child whose parent or immediate family member, or any person 
responsible for the child's welfare, or any individual residing in the same home as the child, or a 
paramour of  the child's parent: 
(a)   inflicts, causes to be inflicted, or allows to be inflicted upon such child physical injury, by other 
than accidental means, which causes death, disfigurement, impairment of physical or emotional 
health, or loss or impairment of any bodily function; 
(b)   creates a substantial risk of physical injury to such child by other than accidental means which 
would be likely to cause death, disfigurement, impairment of physical or emotional health, or loss or 
impairment of any bodily function; 
(c)   commits or allows to be committed any sex offense against such child, as such sex offenses 
are defined in the Criminal Code of 1961, as amended, and extending those definitions of sex 
offenses to include children under 18 years of age; 
(d)   commits or allows to be committed an act or acts of torture upon such child; 
(e)   inflicts excessive corporal punishment; 
(f)   commits or allows to be committed the offense of  female genital mutilation, as defined in 
Section 12-34 of the Criminal Code of 1961, against the child; or 
(g)   causes to be sold, transferred, distributed, or given to such child under 18 years of age, a 
controlled substance as defined in Section 102 of the Illinois Controlled Substances Act in violation 
of Article IV of the Illinois Controlled Substances Act, except for controlled substances that are 
prescribed in accordance with Article III of the Illinois Controlled Substances Act and are dispensed 
to such child in a manner that substantially complies with the prescription. 
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"Neglected child" means any child who is not receiving the proper or necessary nourishment or 
medically indicated treatment including food or care not provided solely on the basis of the present 
or anticipated mental or physical impairment as determined by a physician acting alone or in 
consultation with other physicians or otherwise is not receiving the proper or necessary support or 
medical or other remedial care recognized under State law as necessary for a child's well-being, or 
other care necessary for his or her well-being, including adequate food, clothing and shelter; or 
who is abandoned by his or her parents or other person responsible for the child's welfare without a 
proper plan of care; or who is a newborn infant whose blood, urine, or meconium contains any 
amount of a controlled substance as defined in subsection (f) of Section 102 of the Illinois 
Controlled Substances Act or a metabolite thereof, with the exception of a controlled substance or 
metabolite thereof whose presence in the newborn infant is the result of medical treatment 
administered to the mother or the newborn infant.  A child shall not be considered neglected for the 
sole reason that the child's parent or other person responsible for his or her welfare has left the 
child in the care of an adult relative for any period of time.  A child shall not be considered 
neglected for the sole reason that the child has been relinquished in accordance with the 
Abandoned Newborn Infant Protection Act.   A child shall not be considered neglected or abused 
for the sole reason that such child's parent or other person responsible for his or her welfare 
depends upon spiritual means through prayer alone for the treatment or cure of disease or 
remedial care as provided under Section 4 of this Act.  A child shall not be considered neglected or 
abused solely because the child is not attending school in accordance with the requirements of 
Article 26 of The School Code, as amended. 
 
 

Illinois Compiled Statutes 
Courts 

Juvenile Court Act of 1987 
705 ILCS 405/ 

 
(705 ILCS 405/1-2) 
Sec. 1-2.  Purpose and policy. 
(1)  The purpose of this Act is to secure for each minor subject hereto such care and guidance, 
preferably in his or her own home, as will serve the safety and moral, emotional, mental, and 
physical welfare of the minor and the best interests of the community; to preserve and strengthen 
the minor's family ties whenever possible, removing him or her from the custody of his or her 
parents only when his or her safety or welfare or the protection of the public cannot be adequately 
safeguarded without removal; if the child is removed from the custody of his or her parent, the 
Department of Children and Family Services immediately shall consider concurrent planning, as 
described in Section 5 of the Children and Family Services Act so that permanency may occur at 
the earliest opportunity; consideration should be given so that if reunification fails or is delayed, the 
placement made is the best available placement to provide permanency for the child; and, when 
the minor is removed from his or her own family, to secure for him or her custody, care and 
discipline as nearly as possible equivalent to that which should be given by his or her parents, and 
in cases where it should and can properly be done to place the minor in a family home so that he 



Standards of Child Abuse & Neglect  
and Associated IllinoisStatutes, BOE Rules, & CPS Policies 

Text copied from on-line documents 
page 5 of 8 

 

 

 

or she may become a member of the family by legal adoption or otherwise.  Provided that a ground 
for unfitness under the Adoption Act can be met, it may be appropriate to expedite termination of 
parental rights: 
 
(a)  when reasonable efforts are inappropriate, or have been provided and were unsuccessful, and 
there are aggravating circumstances including, but not limited to, those cases in which (i) the child 
or another child of that child's parent was (A) abandoned, (B) tortured, or (C) chronically abused or 
(ii) the parent is criminally convicted of (A) first degree murder or second degree murder of any 
child, (B) attempt or conspiracy to commit first degree murder or second degree murder of any 
child, (C) solicitation to commit murder, solicitation to commit murder for hire, solicitation to commit 
second degree murder of any child, or aggravated assault in violation of subdivision (a)(13) of 
Section 12-2 of the Criminal Code of 1961, or (D) aggravated criminal sexual assault in violation of 
Section 12-14(b)(1) of the Criminal Code of 1961; or (b) when the parental rights of a parent with 
respect to another child of the parent have been involuntarily terminated; or (c) in those extreme 
cases in which the parent's incapacity to care for the child, combined with an extremely poor 
prognosis for treatment or rehabilitation, justifies expedited termination of parental rights. 
 
(2)  In all proceedings under this Act the court may direct the course thereof so as promptly to 
ascertain the jurisdictional facts and fully to gather information bearing upon the current condition 
and future welfare of persons subject to this Act.  This Act shall be administered in a spirit of 
humane concern, not only for the rights of the parties, but also for the fears and the limits of 
understanding of all who appear before the court. 
 
 
(705 ILCS 405/1-5) 
Sec. 1-5.  Rights of parties to proceedings. 
(1)  Except as provided in this Section and paragraph (2) of Sections 2-22, 3-23, 4-20, 5-610 or 5-
705, the minor who is the subject of the proceeding and his parents, guardian, legal custodian or 
responsible relative who are parties respondent have the right to be present, to be heard, to 
present evidence material to the proceedings, to cross-examine witnesses, to examine pertinent 
court files and records and also, although proceedings under this Act are not intended to be 
adversary in character, the right to be represented by counsel.  At the request of any party 
financially unable to employ counsel, with the exception of a foster parent permitted to intervene 
under this Section, the court shall appoint the Public Defender or such other counsel as the case 
may require. Counsel appointed for the minor and any indigent party shall appear at all stages of 
the trial court proceeding, and such appointment shall continue through the permanency hearings 
and termination of parental rights proceedings subject to withdrawal or substitution pursuant to 
Supreme Court Rules or the Code of Civil Procedure. Following the dispositional hearing, the court 
may require appointed counsel, other than counsel for the minor or counsel for the guardian ad 
litem, to withdraw his or her appearance upon failure of the party for whom counsel was appointed 
under this Section to attend any subsequent proceedings. 
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No hearing on any petition or motion filed under this Act may be commenced unless the minor who 
is the subject of the proceeding is represented by counsel.  Each adult respondent shall be 
furnished a written "Notice of Rights" at or before the first hearing at which he or she appears. 
 
 

Illinois Compiled Statutes 
Schools 

School Code 
105 ILCS 5/ 

 
ARTICLE 24. EMPLOYMENT OF TEACHERS--TENURE--DUTIES OF TEACHERS 

 
105 ILCS 5/24-24) 
 
Sec. 24-24.  Maintenance of discipline.  Subject to the limitations of all policies established or 
adopted under Section 14-8.05, teachers, other certificated educational employees, and any other 
person, whether or not a certificated employee, providing a related service for or with respect to a 
student shall maintain discipline in the schools, including school grounds which are owned or 
leased by the board and used for school purposes and activities.  In all matters relating to the 
discipline in and conduct of the schools and the school children, they stand in the relation of 
parents and guardians to the pupils.  This relationship shall extend to all activities connected with 
the school program, including all athletic and extracurricular programs, and may be exercised at 
any time for the safety and supervision of the pupils in the absence of their parents or guardians. 
 
Nothing in this Section affects the power of the board to establish rules with respect to discipline; 
except that each board shall establish a policy on discipline, and the policy so established shall 
provide, subject to the limitations of all policies established or adopted under Section 14-8.05, that 
a teacher, other certificated employee, and any other person, whether or not a certificated 
employee, providing a related service for or with respect to a student may use reasonable force as 
needed to maintain safety for the other students, school personnel or persons or for the purpose of 
self defense or the defense of property, shall provide that a teacher may remove a student from the 
classroom for disruptive behavior, and shall include provisions which provide due process to 
students.  The policy shall not include slapping, paddling or prolonged maintenance of students in 
physically painful positions nor shall it include the intentional infliction of bodily harm. 
 
The board may make and enforce reasonable rules of conduct and sportsmanship for athletic and 
extracurricular school events.  Any person who violates such rules may be denied admission to 
school events for not more than one year, provided that written 10 days notice of the violation is 
given such person and a hearing had thereon by the board pursuant to its rules and regulations.   
 
The administration of any school may sign complaints as agents of the school against persons 
committing any offense at school events. 
(Source: P.A. 88-346; 88-670, eff. 12-2-94; 89-184, eff. 7-19-95.) 
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Chicago Public Schools Policy Manual 
Title: DISCIPLINE OF STUDENTS IN THE SCHOOLS 

Section: 705.2 
Board Report: 91-0715-RS1 Date Adopted: July 15, 1991 

 
Policy: 
 
1. The Board hereby affirms all provisions of the Uniform Discipline Code.  
2. The Board hereby establishes a policy that any principal or teacher who violates the Uniform 
Discipline Code or who suspends a student from that student's regular program without apprising 
the student and the student's parents of the nature of the charge and providing them an opportunity 
to respond tot he charge as a hearing at which the student and the parents have a right to be 
present, the employee shall be appropriately disciplined, including but not limited to suspension, 
without pay, and/or initiation of proceedings to discharge the employee for cause. Employee 
conduct subject to discipline in accord with this resolution is deemed to be outside the scope of 
their employment for purposes of indemnification under paragraph 34-18.1 of the School Code. 
3. This resolution shall be disseminated to all principals and faculty members. 
 
(Complainant’s note:  refers to procedural rights of students.  All clauses of Sections 1 to 6 of the 
Uniform Discipline Code refer to student behaviors.) 
 
 

Chicago Public Schools Policy Manual 
Title: REPORTING OF CHILD ABUSE AND CHILD NEGLECT 

Section: 511.1 
Board Report: 00-0823-PO4 Date Adopted: August 23, 2000 

 
Policy: 
 
PART I: DEFINITIONS: 
 
An "abused child" pursuant to 325 ILCS 5/3 
 
Employees of the Board of Education are not to notify parents, guardians, and/or the alleged 
perpetrator about allegations or investigations. Notification will be handled by the entities 
conducting the investigation. 
 
Mandated reporters who are found to have failed to make their reports and those employees who 
are found to have exercised control, restraint, modification or other impediment in the reporting of 
an allegation to IDCFS shall be subject to disciplinary action by the Board of Education. 
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Because of differing legal standards and responsibilities, the Chicago Public Schools reserves the 
right to discipline employees for allegations of child abuse or neglect which are substantiated by 
CPS investigations, even if these allegations are determined "unfounded" by IDCFS. 
 
Amends/Rescinds: 88-0511-ED2; 97-0723-PO1 
Cross References: 
Legal References: Il. Rev. Statutes, Article 122, Ch. 10-23.12; Ch. 27-13.02; Ch. 34-18.6 
 
 
 

Board Rules 
 

CHAPTER VI 
SCHOOL POLICIES 

 
Sec. 6-21. Corporal Punishment Prohibited. No employee of the Board of Education may inflict 
corporal punishment of any kind upon persons attending the public schools of the City of Chicago. 
(Amended 04-07-82) 
 


